Aiifoaml

e HTAT THer
MR, Afefa weifamme, faoeh favataare, feoah
gl ™. feimfd

MR WHER, hlesk hsia fovafarne, hered

grotanl Tl QTod

448, Uiehe-5, WY TaR, -1, faeeii-110091




e : 16 3tk : 3 A Joms-Taam=r, 2023

A<grfoarapit

TUTS RS APeh:
448, dishe-5, ALY TR, &1,

feeeti-110091
B : 011-40564514, 011-22753916, 8510050610

e-mail : saidhantiki.journal @gmail.com

IMET hEATA:

502, Tl e, HYAYH, TAT-801503
B : 6201418851




View Point

August 23, 2023, will be considered a historic day when Chandrayaan-3 of India’s moon
mission made a successful soft landing on the moon. It was the third lunar mission of the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the world’s first spacecraft to reach the
Moon’s South Pole. The mission was launched on 14 July 2023 and on 23 August 2023, the
lander Vikram landed on the lunar surface. India’s first moon mission Chandrayaan-1 was
launched on October 22, 2008. The spacecraft carried scientific equipment from the United
States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, and Bulgaria, apart from five Indian
instruments. Its scientific goals included the study of the chemical, mineralogical and photo-
geologic mapping of the Moon. This campaign has been instrumental in developing our
understanding of the Moon.

Chandrayaan-2, launched on July 22, 2019, consisted of an Orbiter, Lander and a Rover.
The Lander Vikram and the Rover Pragyan were supposed to land on the Moon’s South
Pole, but Vikram crashed about 600 meters from the landing site, The mission’s orbiter is
still working and collecting important data about the Moon. India’s space programme has
reached a significant milestone after Chandrayaan-3 landed on the Moon’s South Pole. That
is, it can be said that India’s moon mission has been successful to a great extent so far.
There are only a few countries in the world that have their independent space programme.
Apart from India, the USA, Russia, China, the European Space Agency, Japan, Canada,
South Korea, Israel etc. have their space programs. But if seen, India is the fourth country
in the world to land its spacecraft on the surface of the Moon, but India is the first country
to land a vehicle on the South Pole of the Moon.

It is believed that due to the rough surface of the Moon and low gravitational force, it is
very difficult to land a spacecraft on the Moon, and it’s still more difficult to land a spacecraft
on the South Pole of the moon. Indian scientists have intelligently and cleverly landed the
lander Vikram on the moon, for which Indian scientists deserve special appreciation. The
USA is considered the economic, strategic and technological superpower of the world, so
naturally the Moon mission was first started by the USA. India sent its spacecraft Aryabhatta
into orbit of space in the year 1975. In this 358 kg spacecraft, scientific instruments were
sent to study the Earth’s atmosphere and radiation belts. The process of sending INSAT
spacecraft started in 1982 and at present India has 17 INSAT spacecraft in space orbit. In
addition to the three Moon missions, in 2013, India launched its Mangalyaan for Mars,
which reached Mars orbit in September 2014 and is still studying Mars. India is about to
start its first human space flight program soon.

It can be believed that after the USA, Russia and China, India has now become a major
player in the world’s space programme. India’s space programs are generally admired around
the world, but despite this, some people in India and abroad criticize the space program
saying that India is a poor country and cannot afford the ‘luxuries’ of such programmes.
They say that instead of spending on space programs, we should rather provide facilities for
the poor in the country. Some people also say that instead of spending on space programs, it
would be better if more is spent on the security of our country.

After the success of Chandrayaan-3, there is going to be a significant change in the attitude
of the world towards India. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the success of
India’s Chandrayaan-3 at the very beginning of ‘Amrit Kaal’ is the first step towards making



India a developed nation in this Amrit Kaal. It is worth mentioning that in the world GDP
ranking, India has moved ahead from 10th position in the year 2014 to 5th position in the
year 2023 and by 2025, it can reach the fourth position and by the year 2028, it can reach
the third position. Based on purchasing power parity, India has already reached the third
position with a GDP of over $12 billion.

Space missions have been run at huge costs in the world, but the budget of India’s space
programs is an example of the world. Look at the moon mission, the budget of Chandrayaan-
3 1s only 615 crore rupees ($75 million US). The speciality of India’s space program is that
ISRO partners with the world using the country’s technology. The economy with which
India’s space program operates has taken the world by surprise. Elon Musk, a top billionaire,
running one of the world’s largest space programs, has praised India’s space programme,
saying Hollywood’s science movie, Interstellar cost USD 165 million, compared to which
India’s Chandrayaan-3 mission costs only $75 million US. Significantly, the first phase of
the Moon mission of the USA, known as the Apollo program which ran between 1961 and
1972, cost 25.8 billion US dollars (as per value of dollar in the year 1973), which was equivalent
to 164 billion dollars in 2021. Each of America’s Apollo missions cost 300 to $450 million (as
per the value of the dollar in 1973). The interesting thing is that we have landed Chandrayaan
on the Moon at a cost less than what it would cost to build a 20-kilometer highway of four
lanes in India.

As far as India’s capability is concerned, India has been successful in launching spacecraft
(satellites) not only of its own but of many other countries including the world’s superpowers.
ISRO has launched satellites in more than 20 countries in recent years, including the United
States of America, France, Canada, Italy, Singapore and England. These satellites are
launched for various purposes including communication, earth observation, remote sensing
and scientific research.

In 1993, India launched the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) for the first time.
Though it was launched to place India’s remote sensing satellites in sun-synchronous orbit,
it has launched 58 flights to date, of which 55 were completely successful, one partially
successful and two unsuccessful. The cost of each launch varies between Rs 130 crore and
Rs 200 crore depending on its carrying capacity.

But by launching the satellite of our country and other countries, the revenue made by
ISRO is much more than that. Notably, PSLV’s 37th flight had created a history by putting
104 satellites in space simultaneously.

Interestingly $30,000 US to $40,000 US is charged per kilogram of load made by ISRO to
launch a satellite, which is much less than the charge made by the American agency ‘NASA’.
It is believed that the entry of Indian private companies into the space market will further
increase competition and reduce costs further. ISRO has already started making efforts in
this regard.

It can be believed that shortly, India will be able to register its presence in the world’s
space market due to its efficiency, accuracy and low cost. This will be the first step towards
India becoming the superpower of the world.

— Editor
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TSR 883 886
T 965 957
HETT 973 970
[ER 966 953
fafesm 963 944
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e @M § @M ol 3Teh YaisRdl offt| IRd H Teh JsHifdeh ST, A2 qeh] YMEA i TG & R0
ek e gul Taeed: T qRiefd o a3 ge €9 9 9 o= g sEent g 39 @@ |
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Bl ® for U T w1 i Gfwa sten fvase fodiy 7 ge wETew s9H e e off o @ifed gl
g for 9ra o vl fohm@ @1 ey el o

TH YR I @1 5 Gehdl & o Jd ARl 9Rd T 084 ol & URY @ T 18 off rarsdt deh AR
1 fohe YR ites o g3 39 <NF 1oy, T8 =R & & o oR Jfg g2 den WY € Wy @y
ST T off foreptd g S STl Hed il & SN HHiiSieh, WiEhiden, ofiffes Ta sedento & &5 i
gfsren B e oTE| SEgd ¥ WA e fasnfiad g ok 49 U ek S9| ofd: edHio & & ¥ gy 13 of
Y 18 off vreEl o iten T R <@e @i fierr B
dad v g
1. THH g4, sfeam fewifea ey We 4 @ 1978, I3 287 -88
2. & . deheTl GIHUAH T U9 &% I HUIed Ya IS 478
3. Evds 9l AR 9RA 9F- 1 IS 9@ 407
4. YA ST YW HEABCH ARG rifSieh, oMY Ud USHifae SEIME, Sq 2001 53 9@ 29 - 93
5. IO SRR Afewha sfeaq et sifd o9 w9l
6. TSR oTeWg, Taehld 3Tehadl, TS 3TIAR, |M -3 Hichi 1936
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TSI F{AR

(vaer)

HRTIT

39 IUHIHE HFIT H ARd H THeTRdl/Ted (fuau=stEdr) ¥ difsq @rm & o= 9w et 79,
gficshio R =raer (M) &1 = &1l qd it sgfamedia qereel &1 STan wih, HHER, 9Rd 9
400 FUATHSTES & T4 W q90r Gl JHE SR GHEfSs SHAfew ™ AR o Hafud 221 Tha faman
T A1l THSRA/TEH W IH kA o1; T el 1 7em o ik 80% IIEM 7 § H 4 Tl 1 Hal
SW < Fh| YT SR A5H & Wia SFeshivn Teprreqs o, oife divor Geelt 9 & Swan | et off, SiEn
fF 15 & ot TR T ¥ 8.12.3 & HALIH 19 WhR § Fahd ool 21 foim & e @R o i mgcayof
I &l ol NUeTe=egel i Hhuor & NE W0 % Wee & IR W o A1, W & Gd HhRIcHS gIehIo
ol SR YT & <E G901 & HEed & ) H o Wik S8 M 1 EeR § TS %Y o1l 3§ GhW, FE h
WY 3ER FGeR | IRafdd & & fu &7 §9 9 FeeR 1Rad & 3evd § R s5ed i Aavashd

2l

T IIsg: THSTRAl/UEH; M, IRehiv iR 31emd; Wiovr; sRd
i

IR 1.4 3G AN 1 <9 T AR I N HT T G oifush STeTdt aen <9 ®1 9Rd H gEA
THARRRIGH aeRE (THeTgel) e ®9 9 faumeifies 9 & Aresm @ el €1 Sfemifed I Heiia
WM (THEIET) 1 Sufkefd, sem 1 AFEHa SUanT, 99 S 1 g IR 9 ST &1 39 39 g
T A HD HH T ub;“lq TEH [EREL LY ('{«u{{ﬂaﬁ) % Tt 3THE & Harfeeh, 2008 § 9Rd H
2.2 Thfersm w=eTEet difvfea =afaa o, a9%n] o TTAIa TaeTEat T9R 0.29% &1(1) | @ﬂ]‘éﬁﬁ T 907
e Tedl e U Tfd © Ghur (2-4). T 9o ferfq 9o X 1 Uk Aoga dfacqesma ¢ Hii
IR 1 F&A i AT FH & A8 o, AR IR & IS hT 66% H 3TEH I A B TeH URmEl
(5-7) 5 94 % THF W ST o1 Blelileh TIRSEEe W (TIRe) o Hefud I, 3ftenivl 3 =R i
Mol i dTcl e AT U €, Afh g TeadAl o qI901 i 319 &7 ®Iehd (8-10) & €9 H T
B THHT 3Ther &1 e B1 g@fey, e ot fiueiqaendel & W Heeft 9, gfteshion 3 vensti =
AT i & fau fowar ma om

T ofT fafuat

T HIY-UREA IUEHS AAT & fau fovamy AMiiEd soae, Y, 9Rd & TRE &s |
GSiiehd el 400 NUCTTHLS (245 T&H, 144 Al 3R 11 TrAsieX) W S THA Foman T2 o) 391 A
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I AT 15 FwE i A & € g ot T offl 36 Muia a9a 9 1 = § Wd g e 400
Tuau=sTEal ¥ 221 Thsl fmar T 31e99q & fau TuEyE dFee fiuau=sTsdl i AHifhd il o i
T #EH &1 Tafy o TIRE! s H IMHA gC o, 21 96 ¥ Ak 3¥ & o, TA WI8 &l a@ ¥ fI=a
30 &l & it WSt 4 SrgAEl o1 Rple Taa 9, R 9o § Hefda g9l b1 SR 34 W HeHd gy e,
T, fereidl e eferdl/aaa e ol Jraet, S | usiha & 9, iR S e o wn o
Y TR R T o, 5= e @ T Hed ¥ Afass SrHRd wiw femen e e

IRA & T8 ALY TEIH 1 LN AR Winfq @ e e wra fan wen on wEdasm W
g wihansti 1 foeror fean T o gE T (TS ud et s )1 oy, o ok wifesw
RIS & Geiferd faeioamsti s quzman w1, o) gt 9@ fafed gfed "eafa w =t T8 fawa gd freifa
SgfaehedIa JEATE Sl IUART Thich FHISHIEA SHHR THS &1 T off| Teh o1, JeE-Tieqa ge-mee SaH
& @e et B T (15 Tgfashed™ ye), feshivn (15 %), 3R HaeR (15) Sgfahedid q9) &
STANT IS SR W i | e = em
THIRT

Y& STAM & fau IR a3 wMuhdietl g/ fosfaa e T on 9@ & fau, g 98t S &l |
31 TS T o Safeh Y A W hI 0 3k A T ATl I STIAN H Uk WA W had Tk Hal
ST SR @19 TTeld W J1 39 YhR, Th SRS 59 AN § Afeehad 15 IR =JAqq 0 31 9t s Tehal
21 gfiesnion & forg, ‘oreda’ o1 1 sk fean o, ‘e e’ st 2 ofeh T T, iR ‘wewd’ Wi 3 ot feam
TN 3718 ThNIeH® &9 ¥ dOR fht 70 a9 o fs fou fad w@nifar &1 T2 off g maee @ & ‘e’
& foag 1, ‘e e’ & faw 2 oI ‘ereRHa’ & forw 3 o XU T 91 39 YR, Uk STRETET SfeRIuT ST
o atfershad 45 3R =JqH 15 3foh I Y Gehdl ©| R & foiw, weiss ‘i’ ufafewan &1 1 ¥ 9 gem
Safeh g&® ‘TRl w0 Sk | gl

(AT, Teh STEMT TG IR § Iffehad 15 TR =JAq9 0 ik Jd F Toball 21 3HAfqq Hudt THR
1 T Al T Y JE, IRIHI00 AR 192G AT & ekl Bl SgHh i T ol A HTW TR 15
T 75 o o9 o1 ThIX fa stfesh g, ST 1 Aivor Heelt T, fehior SR 1 Sat € Sd] i
THR i GUE, SEd R =0 WK § o offa foman T o, fome forw sfvrai of

Arferert 1 ® fa@mar @ 2

Gt stavass Gifera favem fre w3, faed emgfa Tor ik wfaea wfier @ wmifses sS4 aifers i
R I TR TER A & U JoiHrTs oihel 1 3T foman T ol

gfomy
QHTSTITENT  QIH15eT

AT T HT GYUl Hrifieh - HifeTsh g qieEd difeskt 2 ¥ e 7 21 S 9 eifenier (82.7%)
21-40 I & | TR 15%h 9H bl e &1 off; 31% & U Wufie wR & fuan off; 449% wreafyes
3R 10% & I HoS TR A1 S fen ol stemEd g o orgferd I oFeeR |fgd fawm oifiie o,
TESTE HEROT (76.5%) 1 Tq@ AN ol denfeen feafd & daef o, 129 wfaarht faven 9, 15.5% sifaarfea
o, SR T 1% T A1 dellsh Y1 91 Tkt (71.75%) faarfeq o sifueprer wfasfma (85.76%) 3 &g
o} o STOAT o W, 31X 11.28% A SEAT <1 Tre fehann| eafererisr fawar (65%) Tehel URERT & &1 Heeh
% G, 39 % ToroT SR 9, 9% fohdt YR & @™ H 9, 20.5% % UH aaq di Arenten off, 28%
et & Bt a1 Fafor & S8 9 wm A, SR 3.5% 9 91 TR e Fdig T &1 AT 60% fawa
J warEn o St aiffer wfenfier e T9d @ %9 €1 20,000 URAR & SHG SAHR HI AW H WA g
AR AT H 4, 50% fowel | ufa =Aafed on wifges o & 9 &A. 525.
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EIE|

AE UM B Th GHT hIT o1 &1 701 el gfafwaren’ &1 g & ®9 W &1 Sl 7
e (AU 0-15). HH WeAdTEet 8.3:2.2 o, S qwiar @ foF, S, SRS I 55% T 1 Gl

J Y4l o1
TATCTERT 1. ATHS ohT FRTTT 3T AT TeRIOT
= T | SRR EIEE
TR | g sms | |1—erend = T @I
R L PR ipte
i Y STTER R
foTT 0 37
k& 0-15 15 -45 0-15 15-75
TAHIT | @TE: 0-5 T 15-25 | @ 0-5 T 15-35
Sff|d: 6-10 | e 26-35 | 3@ 6-10 | SftEd: 36-55
D 11-15 | 3T=T: 36-45 I 11-15 =M 56-75
qfeteRt 2. NUTU=ATSS T I ATHTSTeh SHET R SITehRT
feroraramd ki afger AL K &
U (%) T (%) U (%) T (%)
Age (years)
21-<41 203 (82.9)  120(83.3) 8(72.7)  331(82.7)
41-59 42 (17.1) 24(16.7) 3(273)  69(17.3)
TS ITH i & forw shifaw e
picRin] 187 (76.3) 114 (79.2) 5(45.5) 306 (76.5)
AT H RE A8 (3.3) 1 (0.7) 5(45.5) 14 (3.5)
T ST 13 (5.3) 15 (10.4) 0 28 (7)
T & s HEOT 2 (0.8) 0 0 2(0.5)
T STERerd SSaRE 14 (5.7) 1(0.7) 1(9.0) 16 (4)
CEIG) 21(86)  13(9.0) 0 34 (8.5)
AT U= <ht feerfer
TR W 166 (67.8) 89 (61.8) 7 (63.6) 262 (65.5)
TARET W T 79 (32.2) 55(38.2)  4(36.4) 138 (34.5)
farar
EARANERIE ] 52(21.3) 62 (43.1) 9 (81.8) 123 (30.7)
TfireR 128 (52.2) 47 (32.6) 1(9.1) 176 (44)
Hreaties 42 (17.1) 18 (12.5) 1(9.1) 61 (15.3)
FTeiSl TR ITH TR 23 (9.4) 17 (11.8) 0 40 (10)
Janfeen feufa
T 30(12.3) 13 (9.0) 6(54.6)  49(12.4)
foranfea 191 (78) 89 (61.8) 3(27.3) 283 (70.7)
qATH JET/TIH 3(1.2) 0 0 3(0.8)
foreram 12 (4.9) 50 (34.7) 0 62 (15.5)
o
fég 208 (85.2) 126 (87.5) 5(45.4) 339 (84.8)
el 39 (15.9) 5(3.5) 8(72.7) 52 (13)
= 6(2.5) 5(3.5) 0 11 (2.8)
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T SN (qifcent 3) H, T8al 376 U9 faviy €9 ¥ TIIREal/Ued | Hafyd, TasTgal Wekul o ali],
e, @& iR TRl & el & aR A UfaefiEl 1 S U wen one e § W, 50% o 2Afi
STREIAIST gHI el diF <1 Hel S & 7, < waenddl/ugd W Wifgd F +1 Gehd <1 B hadl
40% B 91 aehl &1 8= HT Toh

THSTE T HER01, TISTES/TSE & e, iR TG Sareq & goeE| dH-=em (75%) Saermsi
i T o fop TIRE ey weeTEet uitsiea @ i € Sl §, S ST 65% € Yed §ehd © foh A
Wt 4 firet waensdt uifsfea frofa =1 gfe & 21

ST & 9 THY NUU-gael JE STes1 o Fifeh o 80% ST Tuv-Haei 50% 9 ST
YA T F&1 S T Tohd 9| fafere oives I ¥ Hafod SRl 1 19/ o SHifeh hadl 24% STEI
HHHU & SNA HAYTF Tel U dedl i Te=H @l H Gl

T fHerR, fowe &1 99 @R (AaaeTEet) | 8.3+2.2 o, St HeA® 4vit H ol f997 (0-5) & SMER W
ferorni w1 emfteRvur, e (6-10), 3R 3= (11-15) IM @R H 12%, 71.2% 3R 16.8% fawal =1 Feod
Heferq aforar fean e

ATTAERT 3. IAXETATS hT TTa9Td g AH-Ha el Tereh T2f ot ¥t I (5aT
o T (%)
THATE/TEH o HeT o ik 157 (39 .3)
THRATS! HehHUT B T Gad 3Tferes W fordl 892 205 (51.3)
TEATEST HshHUT & TTHT SI&T0T 151 (37.8)
Tt feurfer st qft formr Siforen feafa @ gt 22 269 (67.3)
TEATES AT & T T M 61 e Hdhel ©9 8§ Ifod arara? 124 (31)
fafafaa & @ = o 3fre nfafaftat waemsdh dwmm % R Fr FRT s E 2
185 (46.3)
T g fordr < reft & 2 295
(73.8)
THATCE G o6 ATHT T 155 (38 .8)
TR TERAT § YRR il R dreh el Y STavehdl S@ St e 2 101
(25.3)
fucteaaget st 7ot afeh fomerat & for Tareer wormaY &1 Ut T =rfee?

325 (81.3)
fruceaset st ffafad § & fora smer wgfa s e T8 s =nfze?

293 (73.3)
freaferfiaa o o foraent Tamee W ETfHertes e uedT 22 360 (90)
ffafaa & & 9 W & 3che @1 82 94 (23.5)
e & ot i i1 we quiti e He are? 261 (65.3)
TSR aTadt & Tref foheT ey uarelt o1 da T8 ST 9. 2 359
(89.8)
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T R gfafwad ST @ g GaR 1 T § dieeiueeédt S mHgh i diF geel W sifthd fear T whd
(HeHd, Ul eI, 3K oTHEHd) Sl fewmn @ aiferent 4 .

ATTTERT 4. ITALITATSAY T GITRTOT

. (%) . (%) (%)
T ST HTET T ITH T T HHTSHT T B &
TS EsHET 191 (47.8) 83 (20.7) 126 (31.5)

TS/ TEE STHI 7R T S T TS ST & 324 (81) 27 (6.8) 49 (12.2)
TSt TS AT & ST g€ sreat ohi TET A AT e
SYeRTERTOT T i 138 (34.5) 130 (32.5) 132 (33)

el g TS /UgH R W BT 187 (46.8) 114 (28.5) 99 (24.7)

TS/ TEH % AT STTELETE! WA B &

SO T TfCRIereh &7HdT 3 RO 211 (52.8) 52(13) 137 (34.2)
AR SIS SMehTer HisH & 3tferek WS 21T 8 132 (33) 103 (25.8) 165 (41.2)
ST el ST e Hecarqu firehn et foarar @

TS/ T T 134(33.5)  84(21) 182 (45.5)

I § I T I3 AR THEH T ekl 67 (16.8) 50 (12.5) 283 (70.7)

ek SATER § HEM e Wi ¥ 53(13.3) 31(7.7) 316 (79)
T ST T T ST 2 Aeeaet @
Ry e 291(72.8) 45(112)  64(16)
HATER ST T 300 g wecaqUt ifirer fram €

NUATTHATES & ST TR AT TG 290 (72.5) 49 (12.3) 61 (15.2)
Tl g3 Tfesrart gemrstafor & & 1fer gefera € wifert
et Hfseral & 8 Wfsw 209 (52.3) 59 (14.7) 132 (33)
T St 3T HES-ghaTH U S Al & St &1 wehd ©
SIS T T B 137 (34.3) 52(13) 211 (52.7)
ST T ST H ieH T AT AMRT 108 (27) 105 (26.3) 187 (46.7)

Sio et off WsRHOT T | TR B HRAT 161 (40.3) 70 (17.5) 169 (42.2)

T & T wmy Iehiv] @RI 34.443.7 o1l ITERQIS & THh a8 Wiawd 1 A1 o fof T=stEel/ted
IR SR TS (81%) T hi YHIfeld hidl B, STEHLEE! HHA0 A ®9 W HESK GiRan (53%) &
HRU B €, 3R e HT THIN THSAEATSH (47%) W S[S1 G @1 ol o & Gey #, U AnncTh
WA HEY T i Haed 35% &1 AAAT o o TIeEe Wonaur geul iR Afecns I § o\ 21 oadAm
T H a6 SR R, W3y Tedr Tl ot

T SR TEeTEEl/ued % ia fiuau=snEel 1 R 1 <64 % fau <@ weM dar fay T o geel
o ey Ao fashed, WEY ER Tgiadl R WieH weR fwa S fawa s e fean @ | @
INE. TR THNHF €9 9 TR fFT T weM o, 52 =R & 32w 9 3oe & wn o

ATERTIT ST (ST 75%) 1 AT o1 o = ot & weier o #eg hidl 8, YyaH e
% fou iR 2, W-Towsdl ogd Heaqul €, 3R fuauende & fory srest qrov "eequl 71 g,
ey e fasheq g1, dissal g, TSRS el o1 FeeH iR W GRe S g & Ui StRarme
1 T HHASIL A1 FI{h STh! Giafhal § arehd 7 HhNeAw off 3R 7 € THReas|
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gfeeahiol ST9NT T U fehi o SMHR W fawai s aviiehtor 38 o am o o/a (36-45) o 38%, siiad
H 60.8% (26-35) 3R @& (15-25) W haal 1.2% <90l 8l

3TeRUT/ AR
N 93T hi SRRl Ul i T8 S ‘=1 a1 ‘<&t H| o1 ufawd foH SOeraietl 3 e SER A=
TN/ HTERI ol difetert 5 ¥ fa@mar war gl

G T H I hR 0 W 15 o o= o, 3R T9H 1 AGACHET @R 8.1+2.3 o1, S fhe @ Hemm goft
(6-10) H ol gt ST=RV) AGER W Fafed Yol § 9gd & Udeh SRl W g8l T = ae &
e TETd o (90.3%) , 3197 2fFeh STER § Hall 31X Gfssal =1 wfhet S (85%), @M § Ugd %all 3R
Tfestat 1 ST (87.5%) ST 3 3To5l Werstl ST=R0/ SRR i ST, 3R 1T 82% = =amn o st
D% TEMl ¥ TN 3R FAE %1 Te (85.5%) W B AT {1 ¥ AT T IR HI I Toq St gemei
W A 34 T SAETARA B Hlh heel 45% STRER 7 T IRl w1 3k Tud 1 GEA < @1 e
65% STRES o oarn foh eifer 9 9 wey T BN ol Te 3R qel gy HieH st @ud stfues eff|
T ¥ fRet ft 7R & =W @1 E-qfaa genet | fowar sga o off| 9% TaEn, A % 9gd ®d
UM (HHTT: 28% SR 16%) gRI fheex fhu T =1 3ot gu it = faerfm/afst +1 g *1 @ud *1
oAl & T offl 39 YR, U &5 1 TedH i T (TR 3R G wie faened iR wemd, Loy e,
frafia e frrr iR Frafia saem) | fge fow sqasr & 9gdd af 3R duaugerdst & o9 s
AR et Aed fomfag @ & fou guwet =1 savgesar o)

ATFCTeRT 5. TaE TR SATERUT/ STTER T ITTHCT ITETATST ST UTrrd

o (%)
FIT 19 Ufafe foreft Ter a1 mamy =1 geeht i Mfafafr a 82 56 (14)
FAT AT I & vt fheee T A See g o i 82 118 (29.5)
FAT T AT T HISH o6 offel o Tar ST hd 82 212 (53)
FAT AT TSTHT AU SR T JrEwfl T T Afostal T AIT FA 82 233 (58.3)
I A AT I AT AT I, S R, <& A HTHA A€ 2199
(49.8)

FAT AT & T 0 & 4 8-10 Frermer art i &2 227 (56.8)
T AT ST & S oft @1 @1 Bd 82 233 (58.3)
71 fUsel o8 TEHT § IR0 T gud a1 fre die it T o s FH oS ® ?
322 (80.5)

T IATT IS o 18 AT8a T oId 82 251 (62.8)
AT AT AT, STAT 3T S THE-H ek STV H A B 82 65 (16.3)
FAT 1Y 39 TSI T AL TG & 2 251
(62.8)

FMAMTA LA R @A N THETEA aqAI § - dadS@ada? 358
(89.5)

AT ST A HISH H 7, TG AT STeteht Nk S1a & 2 153
(38.3)

T 3T foelt Wbt o7 et a1 @i ST A R 8 2 82
(20.5)

FIT AT T T Tl BT 3T Aot e 82 381 (95.3)
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IS H /A @hiT

M, eI, W A9 & ofigd ik gensti R et udl i ekt ¢ ® f@rEn W €1 5, it
A R HA HTH H FAY WHR A9 A0 (6-10 & foaw) o o € 99 3R 1w, e & foa
26-35, 3N R T & foQ wa 7w & Y 36-55) 1

ATICTERT 6. THA T ATLALTHAET ATHS TR

(n=245) (n=144) (n=11) (n=400)
RIG 0-15 8.5+2.2 8.1£2.3 9.4+2.1 8.3£2.2

EEICIT) 15-45 34.6£3.6 34.3+3.7 32.544.5 34.443.7

<

E2EEIL 0-15 8.1£2.5 8.0+1.9 9+2.9 8.1£2.3

PAIHS  15-75 51.1£5.4 50.4£5.7 50.8+4.7 50.8+5.5

gq/ uferst

TUeTTaeEel *1 @A 3 STER § qI90] 1 Ao 37esl @ ¥ w@ifyd 21 SU=R ueuwhd T ik
TS ST § HATU 1 GfFeRT of 3Test aE W geifad 2(11)1 9Rd |, 9o HeHt 96 % R, giewi
AR feereaemsd & ste yfad g 9ivor geret & SR | o9gd A SRRl 81 T8 feEd 31 el uE
TR AHHR W A T Teh FIE o

HIA & TSl | Hebd Toorn @ o foawa o wmenddt o Wefud gt 9 w1 & off| g, 9w
Tl TR W IR I HEAH o] TR §e H aR-aR HSHfel WY SUhT SR 8l Wehdl 8 g fooa
H S A WHRI gaqH T § fueuaendet s W & Ufd Gehrcas fteshiv o iR S werEet |
Y % Hew i TEHHl I W Hw TH &5 i o TeuE B T el Nueuendel % ehRicash W
T&T o

FTEd TRRIAS i R HE IR 30 fIvard +1 Tofed w3 & faw gamet 939 9ar iR faaf@ feg s
Tohd ® T ey Sfied & forg e ok difies Wi decyel 81 @ e 3R wWe weH & fawey
fafed & €| odam e § Nuaa=erdel & o 9uor % SR H A o wifehd 5% wga et ot el
fae

Freret

Y SN H. 3TH Il Foridl 8 o ST I HisE 90 Geeh 9 Rl S afeh SHaeR § o] et
ford 11| IH ST § ™M A &, I 1 9 Ugel | Sare, 3TER i uEl H gUR & fau &g
TG 7 % ® BRI & aR W YDA TEl wl T e, s erween € el Suds g e
H =X ) fawed &1 wEEH &1 € dieH 3R g™ i wul, fr wmfee enfier frofa, foen @ ww,
HferTd favam, 9 &1 ITTeUdl 3R FH Toul et 91 T STER genel (12-17) & HR0 9| e
& &9 9 31 3R e g gensti 1 faswfad e & foy fueegendd § saaer giads oF & Seea
Y gL w2
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3. SiEm-{scd Ty, 9o Hadt feafa & g afien foar & = w S fafte =g 1982;35(F@ 5):1202-101

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. FSoll Setl, Hedl THER, dodd THS!, oo TS| THSTESl w@fdl § H&H U dcdl ol Higal fHgm. TEd
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Rules of Natural Justice in the
Illumination of Administrative
Law

Ms. Ruchi Kaushik
Assistant Professor School of Law, Lingayas Vidyapeeth

Abstract

The concept of natural justice is fair and reasonable and it must be avoidable of
Arbitrariness’. In public law, they are held implicit even in a contract between private parties.
Principle of Natural Justice is an utterance which pre-owned for narrate the benchmark of
procedural fairness of administrative process. Index Terms- Administrative Authority,
Constitution, Natural Justice, Equality, since administrative law is a new field of the law,
there are a lot of uncharted watersl.

The author has made an effort to categorize the various and a collection of criteria that
can be utilized to distinguish between the various administrative function kinds. The study
then discusses the advantages and disadvantages of applying the concepts of natural justice
to administrative activities after this categorization. After conducting this analysis, the
author comes to the conclusion that administrative activities.

Introduction

The post-independence development is the expansion. The concept and state changed as
a result of several socioeconomic and political developments, which was the most important
factor in this spectacular evolution. Laissez-faire failed, which prompted a reevaluation of
the position from state. It was advised that the state’s operations not only broaden to address
the new issues but also go beyond their conventional roles.

The ideology of socialism and humanitarianism increased the desire for government
intervention area. This pressure prompts the state to start several social programmes. And
the state started acting as the person’s guardian in both his private and public life and
resulted in an expansion of the scope of the state’s powers. Administrative law as we know
it now developed as a result of the administrative authority gaining more and more power.
A subset of public law known as administrative law is primarily used to settle conflicts
between citizens and the government, or public authorities. In which is based on justice and
legally prescribed government.

Other than just those that are usually defined as Sovereign, the state performs several
different sorts of functions. A broad range of discretionary power is granted to the authorities,
their direct reports, and other agencies in order for them to carry out these duties in an
appropriate manner. The desire humanitarian and socialist philosophy. The state starts a
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lot of welfare measures as a result of this pressure. And the government started acting as
the person’s guardian in both in his personal and official life. Because of this, the scope of
the state’s powers expanded. The expansion of administrative law in its contemporary sense
was a result of the administrative authority accumulating more and more power. On the
one hand, the courts have the authority to interfere with something that the law completely
forbids. However, the court has the power to step in because the authorities

While exercising its authority to accomplish a goal, it has done so in a way that is perceived
as being unreasonable, irrational, or disproportionate2. It’s critical to know that the level of
judicial review can change. Courts are increasingly adopting a flexible standard of review
whose rigour varies based on the matter under consideration. When addressing the issue of
administrative discretion, the Supreme Court emphasised how important it is when those
principles of natural justice are violated.

Significance of Natural Justice

It offers everyone the chance to be heard equally: The second principle, Audi alteram
partem, states that before making a decision, either both sides should be heard or one should
be given the opportunity to explain himself. The parties should be given a fair chance. This
principle gained prominence after the R v. University of Cambridge case, also known as the
“Dr. Bentley Case”[5], in which Dr. Bentley’s degree was revoked by the university because
he disregarded the paperwork sent to him by the vice chancellor and said that he had behaved
foolishly. The University of Cambridge was unable to cancel, according to the Court of King’s
Bench. Even God did not condemn Adam before he was given the opportunity to present his
case, according to the judge Fortescue. As a result, “Right to Hearing” is a sine qua non and
the ability to be heard is the first law of civilized jurisprudence as formed by Men & God.

Research Problem

The question of how much power an administrative authority actually uses arises when
a statute or rule fails to provide any guidelines for how that authority may exercise its
jurisdiction. The authority has decision-making authority when it is doing so.

To the adhere to natural justice’s precepts. The aggrieved party always has the right to
be heard when, even while there is silence over the proper course of action. The current
study is to determine the extent of the administrative authorities.

Aims and Objectives
How is justice administered, and how fair is each situation? The following goals are set
for the study’s purposes:

+ To assess the issues with broad discretion and the methods for controlling it, as well as
to emphasise the significance of administrative discretion.

* To ascertain the extent.

* To determine trade trends in other countries such as the UK, US, and France Based on
the principles of administrative discretion and natural justice.

Hypothesis

Authority in any modern state requires a certain amount of authority and Administrative
discretion. Giving discretion is not a bad thing, but delegation Not specifying the parameter.

Saidhantiki (116)/July-September, 2023



Methodology of the Study

This study explores concepts, principles, theories, and Cases and reports. Supreme Court
judgments and textbooks, Journals, reports, case reports. Many cases have been referred to
the High Court Participants from India and other countries will highlight their works?.

Growth and Development of Administrative Law

It was not until the turn of the century that it was recognised and developed as a field of
public law. It is called the outstanding development of the 20th century. The main reasons
for the development of administrative law transformation of the concept of the state, that is,
a socio-economic and political change.

The failure of the laissez-faire system has brought about a shift in negative thinking.
The concept of a police state in an active welfare state. increase the urban population has
caused many problems such as overcrowding and unsanitary conditions. Summarise all
living conditions, unemployment, labor exploitation, etc. National activities covered all
aspects.

The civil servants, as administration can only operate according to the principles they
recognise. Dharma was a broader term in England than the rule of law or duty. But America
had no administrative law. The sense we learn it today. Administrative law is particularly
important in India Building a welfare society has been proclaimed as a goal of the Indian
Constitution. that is a management process was generated that led to further development.
Administrative Law of India and People who oppose this abuse of power.

Rule of Law and Administrative Law in England

Dicey’s rule concept includes three basic principles:

(a) Absolute Advantage or Ordinary Advantage Elimination. Dicey bases his argument
on this principle, arguing that it is not French rule of law prevailing under the Droite
administrative system. It established a separate administrative court to adjudicate inter-
US litigation both the government and the people. Whereas in England the ordinary prevails.
The court won.

Audi alteram partem or the rule of fair hearing

Audi alteram partem, or the notion of a fair hearing, is the second tenet of natural justice.
It implies that no one shall be sentenced without being heard, and that the judging authority
must act fairly. This rule states that a person must be given a reasonable opportunity before
facing repercussions. According to this rule, the impacted party must be given the chance to
present evidence in support of his claim. He should be informed of the evidence that will be
used against him and given the chance to refute the other party’s evidence.

Development of Administrative Discretion

Diseyan’s formulation clearly states that Government should be limited. But dicey never
develops a mechanism that: It would be appropriate to control executive power. There are
good reasons for discretion, because discretion is important in any authority structure.
Discretion does not exist or does not exist Inevitably and typically; it is somehow arbitrary
and unlawful. The way in which they are exercised beyond what a detailed set of rules permits.

Administrative authorities have discretionary powers. it is inevitable on every level
government and lies in insufficient discretion. authorities’ matter Responsibilities should
be given significant discretion to exercise Manage responsibilities effectively. Poor discretion
1s probably the bigger problem Excessive discretion4. When it turns out that the government
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cannot run without them, the administration has discretionary powers, and it is necessary
to design the legal system. Accordingly, how to limit this discretion in order to avoid the
issue of discretion.

The third rule that has emerged throughout time states that any order passed impacting
an individual’s rights must be a verbal order. To prevent the potential of the action being
arbitrary, this is necessary. A blatant order may be issued arbitrarily and irresponsibly
without any justification. It serves as the justification for approving an order and verifies
its arbitrariness. It is a step in achieving the goal of having the rule of law govern society.

The other component of the situation is that, in good faith, the party against whom an
order is passed must be aware of the justifications for the order.

According to the ruling in Maneka Gandhi’s case, it was against the rules of natural
justice to withhold the justifications for seizing the petitioner’s passport. Speaking orders
must be issued for the orders against which appeals are made. Otherwise, the party who
feels wronged is unable to convince the appellate authority that the order issued by the first
authorities is flawed or violates the law. In these situations, naked directives effectively
nullify the appeals process. It is true, nonetheless, that administrative authorities or tribunals
are not permitted to issue specific orders similar to those issued by legal authorities. They
might not be lengthy or extremely specific orders, but they must at least and issued for the
orders against which appeals are made. Otherwise, the party who feels wronged is unable
to convince the appellate authority that the order issued by the first authorities is flawed or
violates the law. In these situations, naked directives effectively nullify the appeals process.
It is true, nonetheless, that administrative authorities or tribunals are not permitted to
issue specific orders similar to those issued by legal authorities. They may not be extensive
or extremely thorough directives, but they must at least demonstrate that thought was put
into them and specify the procedure by which a person is passed who is harmed, no matter
how quickly. The minimum criteria mentioned above must be met; there cannot be any
specific form in which the order may be passed. Our Supreme Court has frequently held
that a speaking prohibition entail depriving a party of their right to appeal. Additionally, it
has been ruled in some instances that the appellate authority must provide justification for
the findings’ reversal in addition to overturning the order.

Conclusion

Natural justice appeal panoramic to executive judgement. Its objective is to put a stop
malicious and unjustness behaviour which are related to the inhabitant with make do the
competent authorities.

A cornerstone of law, the idea of natural justice ensures that justice is administered in a
fair and impartial manner. The prohibition against prejudice the Constitution of India
contains a provision that codifies the idea of natural justice.

To safeguard public rights from arbitrary decisions by administrative bodies, the judiciary
has adopted. It is vital to keep in mind that natural justice principles play a similar role in
procedure as they do in holding the decision of the adjudicating authorities to be genuine.
Natural justice concepts are outlined in Articles 14 and 21 of the Indian Constitution.

Footnote

2 Student of BA, LLB (H) Amity School.
3 AIR 1978 SC 851 (para 43)
4 AIR 1070 SC 150
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Role of Restructuring of PSB’S
in India’s $5 Trillion Economy

Dr. Ramveer

Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, PGDAYV College,
University of Delhi, Delhi, India.

Abstract:

Indian Banking is providing the world level quality of services to the customers. It’s
attracting millennial and young customers. Day by day several types of innovation and
innovative ideas are applied for betterment of services to the citizens. Now, the world citizen’s
connectivity is fast and speedily with the help of Internet. So, we lived in global village. We
required our banking facility and working like global standard. So that need for restructuring
of our banking system and structure for fight in completion in the global platform. Smart
banking is the today’s requirement. For better service quality and increasing productivity
of the assets, efficiently and effectively utilization of resources, by using advanced technologies
such as- Collaboration tools, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Internet of things (IoT), and Machine
learning(ML). Through the improving services facility with the quickly and speedily
availability of services and reducing the waiting time of the customers The main aim of
research paper is to study the role of restructuring of PSB’s in India $5 trillion economy on
their performance. On one hand, PSB’s are facing rigorous issue of increasing huge NPA’s.
NPA'’s is creating lot of problems in working of as well as developments and productivity of
the PSB’s. Due to that problem is negative impact of the working and adverse effect of
leading. This study is purely based on the secondary data. The data derived from various
online sources like website of RBI and website of PSB’s. The performance of PSB’s in teams
of Advances, NPA’s, Deposits, Net Profit and EPS, Interest Income, NII, during second
decade of the 215 century.

Key words: Restructuring, Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial intelligence (AI) and
Machine Learning (ML), and Digital banking.

Introduction:

The government of India taking several initiatives for economy growth such as reforms
and development policy introduced by RBI as well as Ministry of finance in banking sector
and finance sector. Recently in banking scoter are merged PSB’s. The numbers of public
sector banks are reduced 27 to 12. That is the structural changed or restructuring of PSB’s.
This process of government take positive decision for achieving the economy progress and
development because the Indian population demanding more funds. That fund comes from
the banking channels and borrowing from banks. The PSB’s are the landscape of Indian
economy. The banking sector of Indian economy is going through major changes, progress
and development. The role of restructuring of PSB’s in India’s $ 5 trillion economy is very
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crucial as one of the leading and essential service sector. Now it is second largest country on
the basis of population about 1.36 crore population. Nowadays, India’s service sector is
contributing more than half of the Indian GDP and the banking is most population service
area in India. The significant role of restructuring of PSB’s is essential to speed up the
social economic development. The PSB’s are playing a Major role in the economic
1idevelopment of developing economies, developed and undeveloped economies. Economic
development and India’s $5 trillion economy involves investment in various sector of the
economy. India is the most unequal society in the world. In any economy in this world are
depending on the finance and financial institutions for development, business and day to
day activities for performing task. Public sector banks are covered the economy more than
70 per cent. India will need to build world —class deep tech capabilities especially in service
sector. The financial sector plays a major role in modern economies and banks are the corner
stone of the financial system. They mobilize savings for investment; create opportunities to
developing and growing our financial as well as banking sector. The role of restructuring of
PSB’s in Indian economy is greater. Day by day role is increasing in the rapidly growth of
the economy and business activities in the country. The banking sector playing crucial role
in development of industrial and environment for providing funding to borrowers. The most
of the country and his business sectors are moving to India for investing and establishing
global industry. So that India is biggest platform to world economy. The government also
helps to investors for stating investment providing chiefs rate lands and electricity. Each
and every economy of the world depends on the financial sector as well as banking sector.
Without finance we are not fulfil our demands and wishes or comments. Banking involves
each and every step of human life as well as economy development with the help of money
we better or superior to others. Banking sector is vital role for economic development. Now,
my research paper based on PSB’s of the India, Banking sector is the old as human life of
the earth. Since ancient time, the banking sector performs the task in better way and to
reduce the cost of service and to increase the profit of the organization. Government of India
1s developing very good infrastructure for logistic support, new roads and high ways are
being constructed to improve the connectivity across India which will drastically reduce
transportation time to Ports and cities. For this type of activities needs for money. Thus,
PSB’s providing the facility and availability of funds for development of Indian economy.
The roles of restructuring of public sector banks are increased day by day. The banking
sector more focus to the centre of the economic activities of a nation. A strong and healthy
banking system is essential for economic growth. The economic growth depends on the healthy
and soundness banking sector and financial system of country.

Review of Literature:

In the Indian economy, the public sector banks playing crucial role for developments and
progress of the economy without help of PSB’s the economy cannot more and not grow in
future because finance is the life blood of the economy. The public sector banks providing
larger scale loans and advance to the economy. The market players have increased entry
level barriers have erased. The economists and researchers have reorganised for soundness
of banking positions with improving productivity and profitability and financial performance
of banks. The banking sector is the main pillar of the economy of the any country. A paper
that summarizes recently published development on a topic, without adding new data.

Uppal, R. K (2017)! in his research on the topic of “Banking with technology a new vision-
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2020” They analysis the comparative efficiency of Indian banking sector in the way of
customer satisfaction, profitability, productivity, costs, service quality and employees
satisfaction. He find out his study digital banking reduce the working time and work stress
of employees, they should be feeling relieved and like that technology.

Singh, Prof. Bhagirath and Sharma, Dr. Mukesh (2018)2 “they find out that about 40 per
cent of Indian’s lack seen even to the simplest kind of formal financial services. Government
of India took initiative of financial inclusion for the achievement of inclusive growth in the
country. The study also analysed the impact of literacy, income, card, education”.

Jayaraman, T. K. & Sharma, Ajeshni (2018)3 they try to analysis the India’s financial
system as well as banking system is going through a crisis of unprecedented nature since
2010. Negative progress and performance of banks rising stress on public sector banks.

Jha and Bhome (2014)%, they are attempting to highlight the strategic aspects of green
banking, opportunities and challenges faced by green banking in India. He found the more
green banking initiatives as compared to ICICI Bank.

Georage, Binija (2015)° his focus on the recent trends of banking sector is the back bone
of banking in Indian has been through a long journey. He said “Today banking is known as
mnovative banking”. They said that public sector banks play crucial role in the development
of undeveloped and developing economies by mobilization of resources and their better
allocation.

Laxman, Dr. Vishnu (2018)% his study based on technology available banking sector.
This study specify the area of such as “Technology banking in Kerala: Socio — Economic
Disparities and Implications in Advance” she find out the technology basically has certain
in built problems as it is changing from time to time which make it unaffordable for certain
sections.

Research Gap:

The PSB’s are day by day decreased profit margin as well as rapidly increase non-
performing assets (NPA) and more time consuming at the tie of dealing customers. Thus
customers are unsatisfied due to the employees performance are very poor and very low
accuracy of the records. These are the problem of my research paper. These problems
influenced the restructuring concepts in banking sector. The public sector banks launched

the new products and services to the customers so need for restructuring of public sector
banks.

Objectives Of Research:

* To study the structural changes in PSB’s in India.

* To find out the role of restructuring of PSB’s in India.

* To analysis the impact of restructuring of PSB’s in India’s § 5 trillion economy.

* To evaluate the restructuring effects on the profitability, productivity and efficiency of
the employees of PSB’s.

Purpose Of Study:

The aim and purpose of this research paper is to investigate the relationship between
restructuring effectiveness of PSB’s in terms of performance, productivity, profitability,
efficiency and soundness.
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Period Of The Study:

The present research study has been seven years from year 1%t April, 2015 to 315* March,
2021.

Limitation Of Research:

This research paper is related to the PSB’s only. The secondary data, which used for this
research paper is based on annual reports of PSB’s and RBI. The quality of this research
depends on quality and reliability of data published in these reports. The main limitation of
the study is based on six years’ time duration from 2015 to 2021. There is no specific reason
for this duration of data randomly taking that period for this research paper. There is the
possibility of further updating of this research paper because of updating in future.

Research Methodology:

The researcher i1s used analytical and comparison methods in his research paper. This
paper focus on the idea of restructuring of PSB’s in India. In context of India’s $ 5 trillion
economy particularly about the PSB’s with the quantitative as well as quantitative tools for
analysis of data collected from primary and secondary sources. Primary sources will include
the documents and reports of government organisation such as RBI and PSB’s. The secondary
sources are includes — books, research articles, magazines, newspaper, websites etc. the
results will not reflect the strength and weakness of the bank on the whole and is not an
indication of the future. The research paper is intended to cover a six time span from 1%
April, 2015 to 315 March, 2021 for analysing the effectiveness of restructuring in Indian
Public Sector Banks. The data are obtained from the reports and annual reports of the
PSB’s and RBI bulletin or website.

Hypothesis of the Study:

The government commitment to restructuring the highly regulated PSB’s appears strong.
This has increased the profitability and efficiency of PSB’s in India. The research hypotheses
are trends of RoA, trends of RoE, trends of deposits and loan and advances. Trends of NPA
are the indicator of banking sector progress, development and growth of banking business
as well as economy progress and prosperity.

Restructuring of Public Sector Banks in India:
Reserve Bank of India (RBI):

Reserve Bank of India is the central bank of our country. It is the banker’s bank of India.
The main role is to guide, control, regulate and supervise banking sector and Indian economy.
It 1s banker to the Government and bankers bank. It is deal with only institutions of finance
and banks.it issues currency notes, regulates money supply, decide the monetary and credit
policies, regulates, controls and maintains foreign exchange of the country. Also maintains
foreign exchange of the country.

Public Sector Banks in India:

Public sector banks are whose control and ownership under the Government control.
The higher authority are appointed or nominated by central government. These banks totally
dedicated for public welfare and reached the last men of country. The main task of public
sector banks is providing service to the society, not to make profit. Public sector banks will
have to improve their efficiency. PSB’s have been permitted to lay down policy of
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accountability and responsibility of banks officials. The PSB’s continued to be dominant
part of the financial system. It seems there is a case for bringing greater uniformity in the
structure of interest rates of cooperative banks and there by evolving an all India pattern
for the PSB’s system as whole. The enormous increase burden of NPA’s in the loan accounts.
These activities have made the Indian banking experience a unique one. Thus, all the PSB’s
which issued shares to private shareholders have been listed on the exchanges and subject
to the same disclosure. As on 31 March, 2015 there were 26 Public Sector Banks in India.
Now, today have only 12 Public Sector Banks in India. According the data after 2015 several
types of changes and restructuring of PSB’s. The number of banks is reduced by the merger
and actuating. It is the restructuring PSB’s effects on the economy as well as growth of the
Indian economy.

The structure of PSB’s has changed. In 2015, the total public sector banks are 26 in
numbers but after 2015 reduced number of PSB’s in India. In 2015, were 26 PSB’s includes
SBI (1), Associate Banks of SBI (6) and Nationalised Banks (20). In 2019, reduce the number
of PSB’s. They are remaining only 12 Public Sector Banks — such as SBI (1) and Nationalised
Banks (11). In 2021, the PSB’s are 12 only. They are providing facility and fulfil financial
requirements of the world population. The reducing of PSB’s due to the intention of
government is building the global level financial institution. They provide more funds to
borrowers as well as provide and cover largest business area. Other intention is reduce the
NPA'’s stress from PSB’s. Nowadays, Indian economy is third largest economy in the world.
Our highest ranked bank- is State Bank of India lowered rank 55 in the world and is the
only single bank to the ranked in the global top 100 banks. The style of working of PSB’s are
changed from motor and breaks to click order banking. We are moving without carrying
hard cash in own pocket because easily doing payments of the customers or any seller of
goods. We are moving without hard cash or purse with us. The type of hard cash is day by
day reduced in the banking system. Plastic card and online transaction covered the more
space in banking sector. Plastic card facilities as well as online transaction facility are save
the money as well as save the time of consumers as well as bank employees. Only we, keep
our plastic card (Debit cards and credit cards) with us for doing the any type of transaction
and anywhere in the world economy. That is the safe and secure. Smartly transfer and
quickly transaction, less time consuming, both side customer as well as financial sector.
Mostly transfer money one account to another account within the help of electronic clearance.
These types of methods are helping in reducing transaction cost as well as traction time.
That facility helps also raising the efficiency of banks employees with raising productivity
of the employees. It means the current time is the customer centric. Every minute banking
regulatory and banking authorities improving the facility of customer with smartly provide
service within second.

The bank set up the central processing centres for financial inclusion for rural loans,
scale up coverage of micro insurance among banking customers. According to the O. P.
Chawla’ said in his book “Banks capital ratio improved to Basel requirements and ratios of
provisions against NPA’s improved consequently, the published financial strength and
profitability of PSB’s seemingly improved.” The government while announcing the latest
merger plans for PSB’s did say the boards of banks shall get more freedom in the selection
of independent directors and in deciding the role of board members. Among the measure
were allowing banks to appoint chief risk officers at market —linked remuneration. In banking
sector as well as financial system involves the social media for alternative solution for
reaching millions customers. One study find out on average spend about 2.4 hour daily on
social media®. The social media help banks in reviving the working style as well as business
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policy. Social media used in customer grievance redress management conflicts between the
manager’s and lower level employees as well as customer’s.

Role of Restructuring of PSB’s:

Banking restructuring all over the world has two forms- the market approach route and

government intervention method. Restructuring options means change the present structure
in the new way of change in the banking policy, working in the working culture change in
the capital requirements, governance and change in the managerial system, regulation and
supervision and either change in the product and service of banking. Present status of the
bank, may be change then impact of other stockholder of the organization.

In April 2017, SBI merges five of its associate banks and one more to enter the list of top-
50 banks of the world economy. Merged with parent, and to enter the global top 50 banks
list in terms of size. The associate banks are SB of Hyderabad, SB of Bikaner & Jaipur;
Bhartia Mahalia Bank; State Bank of Travancore; SB of Mysore and SB of Patiala.

In 2017, the proposal by the government to consolidate ten PSB’s into four large banks
is expected to increase efficiency and reduce the cost of lending.

From April 2019, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank had become a part of Bank of Baroda.

From April 1, 2020 Punjab National Bank (PNB), Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC)
and United Bank of India are merged and to form the nation’s second —largest lender.

After the mega merger of ten banks into four, the numbers of public sector banks in
India were reduced from 27 banks to 12 banks. This decade has inarguably remained
the most eventful for the banking industry ever- perhaps even more than the bank
nationalization drive in the year 1970’s.

The Union Bank of India were amalgamated with Andhra Bank, and Corporation Bank.
Allahabad Bank Merged with Indian Bank. Banks needed to be recapitalized in a new
economy- both for growth need and for taking care of losses due to bad debts.

The government has infused Rs. 3.43 lakh crore in PSB’s since 2014.
Data Analysis of Public Sector Banks:

YEARS ROA% INDICATION ROE% INDICATION
2015 0.46 - 7.76 -
2016 -0.07 Decrease -3.47 Decrease
performance
2017 -0.10 Decrease -2.05 Negative sign
performance
2018 -0.84 Decrease -14.62 Very poor
performance performance due
to the raising
negative
performance
2019 -0.65 Very less | -11.44 Improve
improve positions  from
performance previous year to
current year
2020 -0.20 Better position | -4.2 More improve
of PSB’s
2021 0.30 More better | 4.7 Wonderful
performance of improvement of
PSB’s PSB’s from
negative to
positive.
Source of data:
RBI website.

Source of data: RBI website.
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Soundness of PSB’s:

PSB’s support and strength of their capital position and also improved their asset quality,
liquidity and leverage ratio. The number of banks under the Reserve Bank prompts corrective
action (PCA) framework reduced from four at end —March 2020 to one at end September
2021, reflecting bank level as well as overall improvement in PSB’s soundness indicators.

Resources raised by banks through private placements. PSB’s raised 20 number of issues
with amount raised Rs. 29.573 crore in the financial year 2019-20 and 36 number of issues
with raised amount Rs. 58.697 crore in the financial year 2020-21.° These indicators are
showing the soundness of public sector banks. It means restructuring impact on the PSB’s
1s positive. The PSB’s helped to achieved $ 5 trillion economy. The RBI created the
Enforcement Department in the year 2017 for entrusted with ensuring uniformity and
consistency in enforcement of regulating and engendering compliance in regulated entities
(RE’s). During 2020-21, the number of instances of impositions of penalty reduced, with
enforcement action being PSB’s- 29 instances of impositions of penalty and total penalty Rs.
36.1 crore in FY-2019-20 but in the FY 2020-21- instances of impositions of penalty is 4 and
amount of penalty Rs. 9.5 crore. This is reduced amount as well as number of penalties, they
indicating the strong position of banks and better improvement of PSB’s.

Impact of Restructuring of PSB’s in India’s $§ 5 Trillion Economy

Changes in organization structure had to be accompanied by changes in systems and
process, role definitions, inter faces within the organization and the external environment.
The restructured massive training and coordination with line management; many public sector
banks have undertaken organization restructuring and achieved different levels of success.

Mobile smart phones have also made a paradigm shift on banking working and social
behaviours. That mobile phone is playing bigger role to build strong relationships to reduce
costs and to keep strengthening the brand. The payment system of public sector banks
adopted the electronic infrastructure in the country to accept payment through cards. Most
vexing problem faced by Indian banking system and outstripping recoveries. Separation of
NPA’s is an important element in a comprehensive bank restructuring strategy in a
comprehensive bank restructuring strategy.

Findings:
* Reduced the number of PSB’s from 26 to 12.

* The quality and services of PSB’s is now better and turning customer friendly.

* Round the clock banking, anywhere banking and digital access brought the customer
and banks together all the time.

* The footfall of routine banking operations has come down. Now branches are engaged
in increasing customer based by providing a diversified range of value — driven services.
According to the research paper it was found that technology has paved a huge way for
banking sector.

* Increasing efficiency and competitiveness.

* The research paper found the need of data analysis expert for the data analytics skills
for betterment of the banking sector. Also required task force to monitor higher value
NPA accounts of the PSB’s.

* Resources raised by banks through private placements. PSB’s raised 20 number of issues
with amount raised Rs. 29.573 crore in the financial year 2019-20 and 36 number of
1ssues with raised amount Rs. 58.697 crore in the financial year 2020-21
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* In FY- 2020-21, the number of instances of impositions of penalty reduced, with
enforcement action being PSB’s- 29 instances of impositions of penalty and total penalty
Rs. 36.1 crore in FY 2019-2020 but in the financial year 2020-2021- instances of
1mpositions of penalty is 4 and amount of penalty Rs. 9.5 crore. This is reduced amount
as well as number of penalties, they indicating the strong position of banks and better
improvement of PSB’s.

Conclusion:

Public sector banks are the main pillar of the economy. Traditional banking style as well
as system and working not suitable for development of the economy, so need for restructuring
of PSB’s; mobilisation of deposit is output of the banks and on other it is input for the credit.
A sound financial institution are the required for economic development. After the
restructuring of PSB’s, they achieved higher goals and target of the business. They achieve
higher levels of productivity. The entire exercise of the financial sector reforms is aimed at
improving profitability by improving efficiency and productivity. The survival and sustain
in the complexioned and competition of business environment. Only few banks are survival
on the basis of profit margin and more interest income. Now that data and points described
the performance and profitability and productivity of the PSB’s. The public sector banks
had adopted the loan origination software for customer services. Loan business rose very
fast. The loan customers required fast and quicker service. The PSB’s increasing their speed
for better and fast service for achieving the $ 5 trillion economy target. For achieving target
need a efficiency and to improve customer service, the organizational structure is helped to
achieved targets or goals of the economy. Technology helped in operational restructuring.
Operational restructuring had to be revamped to use the synergy of technology. Public sector
banks first moved to computerising banking operations to stay competitive and be able to
offer banking services with better operational restructuring. Data centres were created to
pool management information system to have a better grip on the monitoring of business
growth. They could effectively move towards reducing operational cost and establishing
better customer connect. The RBI too supported PSB’s in introducing the changes to the
operational restructuring of transactions., passbook maintenance, interest calculations on
loans and deposits, customers records reconciling payments and cash withdrawals with
some of them moving to bank offices under operational restructuring. So that, restructuring
of PSB’s are playing crucial role to achieve the $ 5 Trillion economy
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Human Diet And Dietary Pattern
In Purnea District

Mrinal Kumar Verma
PGT, NET, MA, BED

Abstract:-

In this age of globalization, the food habits and nutritional behaviour have been changing.
The relationship between food and globalization is relatively a newer topic of research.
Many of the agricultural products reach the consumers as processed food produced by the
food industry. Dietary habits are habitual decisions a person makes when choosing what
food to eat. Dietary choices can also define cultures and play a role in religion. In addition ,
the dietary pattern of different countries and regions have different characteristics that
arose from the influence of several factors, such as geographical location, age, old tradition
and customs. Geographical environment determines food availability of food materials like
crops, vegetables, fruits, fish and animals, Physical landscape like soil, climate, vegetation,
water bodies are related to diet and dietary pattern. Physical environment of the study
area, Purnea district is differ to other parts of the state . Thus, a need remains to analyse
the impact of geographical environment on diet and dietary pattern of Purnea district. Purnea
district 1s situated in the sub-tropical zone total parts of the district is covered by fertile
alluvial soil. Purnea district is an agricultural area. Rice , wheat, maize, are main food crops
and jute, banana, oil, seed, pulses are main cash crops.. Important food materials in the
district are White rice, Boiled Rice, Half boiled rice , Chakki Auta, Packet auta, Arhar,
Masoor, Mung, Gram and Bakla are common pulses. Dal-Bhaat is popular in the study
area. .Boiled rice and Mung dal are common. Generally Hindu families are vegetarian and
Muslim families are non-vegetarian. Popularities of fast food, Readymade food, and Hotal
supply food among people of the district is in ascending trend. Dietary pattern of Purnea is
related to the food habit of human being.

Key words — diet, dietary pattern, dietary habits, vegetarian, non-vegetarian, fast food.
Study Area:-

Study area, Purnea district is an integrated part of kosi plain situated between 25°13’
08" to 2527’ 59" N latitude and 86° 06’ to 87° 08 E longitude extending over an area of 3229
square km with a total population of 3264619 as per 2011 censes. The district is bounded on
the north by Araria and Kishanganj district, on the south by Katihar and Bhagalpur district,
on the east by Kishanganj and north Dinajpur district of with Bengal and on the west by
Madhepura district. It consists of 4 sub-division and 14 community development blocks, 3
towns and 1296 villages.. Purnea is the chief town and headquarters of the district.

Purnea district is an integrated part of the Kosi plain, a sub-region of Middle Ganga
Plain. Study area is situated in the sub-tropical zone. Average annual temperature is 25°C
and average annual rainfall is 110 mm in the district. In the ancient period, Purnea was
covered with dense forest. (Purn Aranya)
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Methodology

Methodology is the formulation of systematic and logically coherent methods for search
for knowledge. A ethod is a system of explicit rules and processes. A geographical problem
can be studied with different approaches. A researcher may take into consideration the
phenomenon as a whole and describe it as it exists or may wish to analyze it by its components
in measurable or quantifiable terms. The former approach is termed as qualitative approach
and the latter is known as quantitative approach. Data collection and application is an
1mportant aspect of methods of study. Both primary and secondary data will utilize in this
research. Primary data will be gathered by scholar during field survey of the study area and
secondary data will be collected from publishes like Gazetteers of Purnea, Census handbook
of Purnea . Suitable maps and diagrams will be prepared by cartographic techniques.

Hypothesis

The hypothesis derived from theories is termed as research hypothesis or working
hypothesis. Available literature is considered as the major source of hypothesis. The chief
characteristics of a usable hypothesis are that it must be empirically testable. Once we
formulated the problem for research, we proceed to formulate tentative solutions or answer
to it. There proposed answer or solution constitute the hypothesis which the researcher
need to test on the basis of facts, which are to be collected in the course of our field work. The
following hypotheses have been tested in this research.

1. dietary pattern is related to the food habit of human beings.

2. Geographical environment determines food habit of peoples of the study area, Purnea
district.

3. Dietary pattern is related to the religion.

4. Rice, Pulses(Dal), Vegetables, Milk product are common food materials in the district.

Diet and Dietary Pattern

A healthy diet is a diet that helps maintain or improve overall health. A healthy diet
provides the body with essential nutrition like fluid, adequate food energy, macronutrient
and micronutrient. A healthy diet is essential for good health and nutrition. It protact against
many chronic non-communicable diseases, such as heat diseases, diabetes and cancer. There
are seven essential factors for a balanced diet like carbs, protein, fat, fiber, vitamins, minerals
and water.

Table given below shows the proportion of balanced diet for adult person.

TABLE NO-01
Proportion of Balanced Diet
SL. NO FOOD MATERIALS PERCENTAGE
01 Cereals, Bread, 30
02 Vegetables 25
03 Fruits 20
04 Meat, Fish, Egg, Milk 15
05 Oil, Fat, Sugar, Sweets 10
Total 100
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Table given below shows food pyramid for balanced diet.

TABLE NO-02
Pyramid of Balanced Diet
SL. NO FOOD MATERIALS PROPORTION

01 Cereals, Bread, Potatoes 06 or More Portions

02 Vegetables & Fruits 05 Portions

03 Milk, Cheese and Yogurt 03 Portions

04 Meat, Fish, Egg, Nuts 02 Portions
05 Oil, Fat, Sugar, Snacks, Drinks Very Small Amount

Table given below shows the balanced diet proportion —
TABLE NO-03
Proportion of Balanced Diet
SL. NO FOOD MATERIALS. PERCENTAGE

01 Vegetables & Fruits 40

02 Fiber Rich Carbohydrates 25

03 Protein 25

04 Fats 10

Total 100

It is general suggestion of dietitians.

Eat Most: Cereals and Whole Grains

Eat More: Fruits and Vegetables

Eat Moderately: Dairy Products, Meat, Fish ,Eggs, Beans
Eat Less: Fat, Oil, Sugar, Salt.

Drink 6-8 glasses of fluid (including water, weak tea, and soup) everyday.

Nutritionist recommended balanced diet for the man and women

Table no.04

Food Group
Rice and Alternative 5-7 serving per day
Select More Fruits/Vegetables 2 serving per day
Meat and Alternative 2-3 serving per day
Select Less Fats, Oil, Sugar and Salt use in small amount

The Indian diet is rich in nutritious food like grains, lentils, healthy fats, vegetables,
diary. And fruits. The diet of most Indian people are heavily influenced by religion,
particularly Hinduism. The Hindu religion teaches nonviolence and that all living things
should be valued equally.
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A healthy eating pattern includes fruits, vegetables, protein, dairy, grains, and oils. A
healthy eating pattern limits saturated facts and trans facts, added sugars, and sodium.

Four Common Types Of Eating

The four types of eating habits:
The four types of eating habits are: Fuel, Fun, Fog, and Storm.
* Fuel eating is when you are eating foods that support your body and its needs.
* Fun eating is eating any foods that you love to eat that don’t necessarily give you anything
back.
* Fog eating is any time you eat without awareness.
+ Storm eating is being eating out of control.

1. Fuel Eating- Fuel eating is when you are eating foods that support your body and its
needs. This is clean eating. Eating real, whole, natural, minimally processed foods that
provide you with energy and nourishment and feel good in your body. You want to eat
fuel food 80% of the time. This is known as healthy food and suitable for sound health.
There is no side effect of this type of eating.

2. Fun Eating- Fun eating is eating any foods that you love to eat that don’t necessarily
give you anything back. In other words food that tasted great and you enjoy but don’t
offer any real nutritional value like cake, chips, pizza, burger, snakes etc. You want to
pay careful attention when eating fun foods as to be sure you are receiving the pleasure
that they provide. This could look like one small treat a day or two fun meals a week.
The rule with fun eating is that you must enjoy each bit. This type of eating is very
popular in young age group.

3. Fog Eating:- Fog eating is any time you eat without awareness. You are munching on
chips without even tasting them, you are sucking on your kids peanut butter and jelly
crusts, while making lunch, you even realize how much you ate and don’t even remember
what is tasted like. Fog eating is not enjoyable or purposeful, it is an unconscious much
that we are not even aware we are doing. The goal is to never to eat. This type of eating
1s not suitable for sound health for any persons.

4. Storm Eating- Storm eating is binge eating oe eating out of control. This type of eating
is dangerous for health. It causes obesity and several diseases.

Dietary Pattern in Purnea District

Dietary pattern or food habit I Purnea district is divided according to religion and economic
status. Hindu families have mixed dietary pattern like vegetarian and non- vegetarian. But
Muslim families like non-vegetarian food. Hindu families are divided into sects like
Kabirpanthi, Gayatri Parivar, Santmat, Arya Samaj, . They are pure vegetarian. Other
Hindu families have mixed food habits like — Vegetarian and Non-vegetarian.

Vegetarian thali incorporated with Bhat(Rice) Dal (Pulse) and vegetables. Milk, milk
products and Seasonal fruits like apple,orange, mango, guava, banana, are very comman in
vegetarian families. Other Hindu families use both vegetarian and non-vegetarian thali.
Muslim family often use non-vegetarian thali with Bhat, fish, chicken, mutton, and Egg
kari. Hindu families like Dahi-chura, with gur or sugar in breakfast. Muslim families like
Murhi- Dalna in breakfast. In urban and market areas like Purnea, Kasba, Banmankhi,
Baisi, Amour, Srinagar, Dhamdaha, the are many hotels. These hotels are suppling both
vegetarian and non-vegetarian thali. Vegetarian hotels mentioned on their board
‘Vaishanava Hotel’ and non-vegetarian hotels mentioned on their board ‘Mansahari Hotel’.

(131)/July-September, 2023 Saidhantiki



Dietary Pattern in Hindu Families

Hindu families begin their daily early morning with tea and biscuits, breakfast with
Murhi-Dalna or Murhi-Ghughuni,Chura-Dahi, Sattu; lunch with bhat (boiled rice),
dal(pulse), sabji(vegetable) as vegetarian and boiled rice with fish or mutton or chicken.
Preparation of mutton with boiled potato is very common in Purnea. Fish with bringle and
jhingali is also common but chicken is prepared separately. They usually use spices and
dry chilli in huge proportion. Mustard oil is very common food oil in Hindu families. Barbhujia
and Jhal-Murhi are very popular in evening breakfast. Puri-Jalebi and Litti-Chokha are
very popular as Nasta materials in markets of Purnea. There is difference in dietary pattern
in economically higher families and economically lower families. Poor families have not
consumed breakfast, they directly take Bhat-Sabji as lunch. In night people take roti-
sabji(home made bread and vegetable) with kheer, milk. Hindu families are divided into
sects like Kabirpanthi, Gayatri Parivar, Santmat, Arya Samayj, . They are pure vegetarian.

Dietary Pattern in Muslim Families

Dietary pattern in Muslim families in Purnea district is different from Hindu families.
Non vegetarian food is common in Muslim families. They begins their diet with Tea-Biscuits
in the morning. Ghughuni-Murhi is common breakfast in Muslim families. Lunch in the
day time is Boiled rice with fish or chicken or Egg curry. Amlet -Murhi or Amlet-Chura is
very popular in the afternoon breakfast in muslim families. They take more tea in comparison
with Hindu families. Muslim families utilize more mustard oil, dry chilli, garlic, onion than
Hindu famailies.

Conclusion

Dietary pattern is related to food habit of human beings. Geographical environment
impacts dietary pattern of district. Physical environment provide food materials. Purnea
district is the heartland of Kosi plain, an integrated part of the middle Ganga plain. According
soil type and fertility and also weather condition rice, wheat, maize, mung are common
crops in Purnea district. Common food materials in the study area are Rice as Bhat(boiled
rice), Wheat as Roti(bread) Mung as Pulse. Vegetable like potato, tomato,bringle, onion are
common. Milk and milk products of cow and buffalo is mostly used by vegeterians. Mutton,
chicken, fish, eggs are common non-vegeterian food materials. Dietary pattern is also related
to religion. Non vegetarian food is most common in Muslim families. Socio-economic condition
of Purnea district are impediment for balance and nutritious diet among people.
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Abstract

Pandit Taranath was a great patron of art and education. Pandit Taranath was not only
Journalist, Educationist, doctor In Ayurveda, freedom fighter but also great writer. It was
through the efforts of Pandit a great awakening appeared in Hyderabad Karnataka districts.
Through relentless campaigns, public speeches and revolutionary articles, Pandit Taranath
inspired the people of Hyderabad Karnataka to revolt against Nizam tyranny.

Keywords: Nizam government,Humdard Middle School in Raichur,SulabhaChikitse,
DeenaBandu Kabir,Hyderabad Karnataka.

Introduction

Pandit Taranath was one of the great revolutionary sons of Karnataka. Hehad become
almost a legend in his own life time. What Swami Vivekananda didfor India in his capacity
as social revolutionary, Taranath did the same for theHyderabad Karnataka. He served for
the protection of Kannada land andlanguage, art and culture. He was well versed in fourteen
languages and was a thinker, teacher, Guru Yogi, Artist, Actor, Doctor and so on. All these
virtues moulded in a single star called “Pandit Taranath”

Taranath was born in Mangalore on 5*"June, 1891. His father Rangarao, was a Saraswat
Brahmin and mother name was Rajeevamma. He had a brother andthree sisters. He got his
traditional education by his mother and was greatly influenced bythe personality of Lord
Manik Prabhu of Humnabad. The art of acting and musicwere taught by his father in his
childhood. But at an early age Tararnath lost hisparents and had to take care of his family.
There by his family moved toHyderabad form south Canara. Taranath completed his
intermediate course andjoined the medical college, where he got fame as the pet disciple of
vice PrincipalDr. Abdul Gani and he successfully completed his medical education

Immediately after completion of his medical degree he was appointed asScience teacher
in Bidar. He refused to accept the invitation of the Nizam to comeover to the Darbar and
teach the children of the last Nizam Mir Osman Ali KhanBahadur as it would amount to an
act of accepting the Nizam’s tyranny. PanditTaranath made rousing speeches on the
maladministration of Nizam and earnedhis displeasure. When he was transferred to Raichur
in 1916, he quit theteaching job in Nizam government and joined the freedom struggle. He
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became adisciple of Tilak and Gandhi. A case was filed by the Nizam police on PanditTaranath
on the ground that he was preparing the hand bombs.

Pandit Taranath opened a dispensary at Raichur to serve the poor peopleduring the
outbreak of Cholera and Plague in 1922-23. A stanch rationalist,Taranath united the Hindus
and Muslims of Raichur district to wage war ofcrusade against casteism, untouchability
and superstitions. As early as in 1920 hecollectedfunds to help Khilafat movement led by its
national leader MoulanaShoukat Ali but this act made him feel as a traitor by the Nizam
state. As part of Khilafatmovement Rao Bahadhur was arrested by the Nizam in Arcott
district of TamilNadu for his public speech.Taranathsupported the deeds of Bahadhur and
lettered to the Nizam. His discourse on theUpanishadas and Geeta enlightened and
encouraged Hindus to imbibe the spiritof patriotism, indomitable courage, self-confidence
and vitality to build new Indiaon democratic lines. By these actions, he emerged as a popular
spokesman of themasses.

Taranath was an intellectual freedom fighter and great journalist; he was wellversed in
fourteen languages, so he decided to start the art of journalism. In1924he published the
paper namely “Prema” with intention to teach the medicalsciences and enhancing knowledge
among his student community. The paper Premawas published for the period of quarterly
in English and Kannada Languages.

Pandit himself wrote many articles on superstitions, child marriage, position ofwidows,
and against illegal activities of the contemporary society. He tracedspecial sign on the letter
writing linguistic styles. He sent many articleson art, literature, music and revolutionary
articles to the numerous Kannadamagazines. The articles entitled ‘Duty of the Age’, ‘Religious
Liberty’, and ‘TheNizam as Indian Dyer’ and others were published in the Hindu, Daily
mail and Swaraj and in hisown famous Journal Prema created a new band of workers around
him fight forself-rule. His plays such as DeenabanduKbir, Insaf and Mohnastra in
Hindicreated a wave of protest by public against the fanatic forces in Nizam’s territory.The
Government of Nizam expelled him from the territory for revolutionaryideas. Hence, he
settled at Premayatana of Ramapur village on the bank of riverTungabhadra and it is 30
kilometres from Raichur, it was belonged to Bellarydistrict in the Madras presidency of
British India.

Taranath was great patron of art and education. In 1920 he was startedHumdard Middle
School in Raichur, he was pioneer of new education which hedescribed it as Nai Talim. This
National school was a potent force in bringingabout national regeneration through training
the youths on self-reliance, truthand love for nation. He was the first in the state who taught
the students value ofweapon of strikes and on how to act collectively. He criticized Nizam
foraccepting Nazarana from the people. He instigated the people to de-recognize theNizam
government by refusing to pay Nazarana.

Dr. Manik Rao the pleader ofRaichur writes that the Hamdard School aims at uniting
the Hindu and Muslims notas the politicians have done it, but on the strength of commands
of their ownrespective prophets and sages to make the culture glitter. He gave importance
tomind building instead of material building in the premises of Humdard.Pandit Taranath
was not only Journalist, Educationist, freedom fighter butalso great writer. He has written
Nisarga and Devara Maga short stories DharmaSambhava and Tayandirige (To the Mothers)
collection of research articles onsocial work, SulabhaChikitse are the works on medicine
and Ayurveda, DeenaBandu Kabir, etc. The value of contribution by Taranatha lies in the
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fact thatwhen people in the state could not dream of freedom openly, Taranta exposedthe
slave running tendency of the Nizam and told the people in unmistakableterms to be up and
rising. It was through the efforts of Pandit a great awakeningappeared in Hyderabad
Karnataka districts.
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Abstract

In order to better grasp the potential of online marketing, this study analyses the elements
impacting the online buying behavior of different cities in the State of Bihar, India. A total
of 211 participants filled out a questionnaire designed to collect information about their
demographics and their motivations for shopping online. Statistical methods like factor
analysis and correlation analysis are employed to uncover the interconnected web of elements
that shape our propensity to buy things online. The findings showed that factors like trust,
convenience, perceived risk, and price all played a beneficial role in influencing consumers’
propensity to shop online. where factors like low cost and easy availability encourage
consumers to do most of their purchasing online.

Keywords: Internet User, Online Shopping, Online Shopping Behavior, Trust, PU
1. Introduction

Since the internet has evolved into a worldwide network for information exchange and
distribution, it has become an invaluable marketing tool that facilitates trade on a global
scale. (Kearney, 2015) reports that online retail sales reached almost $840 billion in 2014,
which i1s more than the combined revenue of all traditional retail channels. $695 billion
dollars in 2013. Online shopping has huge potential, as evidenced by the consistent growth
in sales. Businesses large and small can learn from the operations and success of e-commerce
giants like Alibaba, Tencent, Amazon, Groupon, etc., which have inspired many corporations
to abandon traditional storefronts in favour of online marketplaces (Kearney, Online Retail
is Front and Center in the Quest for Growth., 2013). Despite the growth of e-commerce
worldwide, Malaysia fell from the 30th spot in the Top 30th Global Retail E-Commerce
ranking in 2015 to the 61st position in 2017.

Because there is no face-to-face connection during online purchases, understanding
customer behavior can be challenging. (Mukherjee & Nath, 2007). As a result of the massive
time and money spent trying to understand internet shoppers, retailers have progressed
nothing in their knowledge of consumer habits. Even though both the public and commercial
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sectors have worked hard to advance the online shopping platform, most consumers still
prefer to purchase in physical stores.

Since 2005 (Ramayah & Ignatius, 2005) More over half of the people polled in a linked
study by IPSOS Open Thought Exchange (2012) said they would rather shop at a physical
store than online. 63 percent of internet users in the United States, for example, would
conduct an online search before buying traditional consumer electronics online, but only 50
percent of internet users would go through with the purchase (NPD Group, 2011).

2. Review of Literature

2.1 TRUST and online shopping behavior

There are many ways that trust can be defined and quantified in the literature. For
example, privacy protection can be defined as the ability to give users control over what
happens to their personal data (Bhattacherjee, 2002)or perceived credibility can be defined
as the degree to which one party believes that another party has the knowledge and skills to
carry out a task competently and reliably (Cho, Kwon, & Lee, 2007). According to (Pavlou,
2003), consumers’ trust in e-commerce is the belief that permits them to become vulnerable
to the online sellers while knowing little to nothing about them beyond their reputations for
goodwill and legitimacy (honesty, reliability, and integrity). According to (Min, Ji, & Qu,
2008), there are two sub-entities that make up the entity of trust: trust in technology and
trust in service providers. According to (Bhattacherjee, 2002)s analysis of e-commerce
services, trust in service providers means ability - the user’s perception of provider’s
competencies and knowledge relevant to the expected behaviour - and integrity - the user’s
perception that the service providers will adhere to a set of principles or rules of exchange
acceptable to the users. Trust in technology refers to technical protocols, transaction
standards, regulating policies, and payment systems.

2.2 PERCEIVED USEFULNESS and Online shopping behavior

Since its inception in 1989 when Davis first used this phrase (Davis, 1989), perceived
utility has been a central construct in many of the proposed models for the adoption of new
technologies. Also, it has seen extensive use in the research of mobile commerce. Perceived
usefulness is positively correlated with m-commerce behavioral intention, as shown by studies
such as (Jayasingh & Eze, 2015), (Kalinic & Marinkovic, 2016). It has been established
(Hanafizadeh, Behboudi, Koshksaray, & Tabar, 2014), (Sharma, Govindaluri, Al-Muharrami,
& Tarhini, 2017) and confirmed that the perception of utility influences the uptake of mobile
banking and mobile coupons, respectively. Perceived utility has a beneficial effect on
behavioral intention regarding m-services, as proven by (Zarmpou, Saprikis, Markos, &
Vlachopoulou, 2012) and (Chen & Chen, 2009) [19], respectively. Perceived usefulness in
this study is defined as the extent to which an individual believes that making purchases
online from their mobile device will improve their productivity at work. A mobile gadget is
sequentially beneficial if the m-user has a favorable belief in the presence of a use-performance
connection.

2.3 Convenience and Online shopping behavior

New consumers are less likely to complete a purchase if they must deal with cumbersome
processes, such as money transfers or cards not being accepted. As a result, eCommerce
platforms should leverage the Internet’s wealth of data, accessibility, and ease to provide a
buying experience that is both comfortable and familiar to consumers (Li & Kuo, 1999).
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Regular shoppers need to be able to make purchases quickly and easily on the site, like
those made on Amazon with their one-click checkout system (Bellman, Lohse, & Johnson,
1999). It is recommended that designers keep the web interface simple, that products be
easily searchable (Raijas & Tuunainen, 2001), that text be succinct and short to aid scan
ability through informative headlines, that white space be used judiciously, that there be
multiple levels of headings with colour text as visual cues, that the web page consume less
memory, download faster (Sin & Tse, 2002), and that it be In their messaging, marketers
should emphasize topics like saving time, ease of use, quick responses, and the absence of
hassles associated with traditional buying.

2.4 Price and Online shopping behavior

Since product price is a major consideration for consumers when making a purchase
decision, the web store should not charge more than the local brick and mortar competitors.
Researchers have found that online shoppers are less likely to buy when prices are greater
(Vrechopoulos, Siomkos, & Doukidis, 2001). Customers shop online because they offer a
wide variety of goods at reasonable prices (Khan, Liang, & Shahzad, 2015). Offering a
“purchase online, pick offline” option is one way for stores to attract customers and keep
costs down. Because of this, customers will be able to avoid spending money on shipping
and handling (Close & Kukar-Kinney, 2010). If shipping costs can be reduced, more people
will be eager to make purchases from online stores (Liao & Cheung, 2011).

3. Objectives of the Study

* To examine the effect of trust in online shopping behavior.

* To analyse the impact of perceived usefulness in online shopping behavior.
* To evaluate the influence of price in online shopping behavior.

* To study the significance of convenience in online shopping behavior.

4. Research Methodology

The present study has conducted the research on to measure the impact of trust, perceived
usefulness, convenient and price with online shopping behavior among the people of Bihar.
The descriptive resign has been done to measure the study. Questionnaire were distributed
through email and it is the best option to reach the maximum number of people in less time
(Sekaran & Bougie, 2016). The data were collected from 220 respondent out of which 9
respondents have missed some value. The total of 211 questionnaire has been collected for
the study and Table contains the demographic profile of the respondents.

Table: 1. Demographic details of the respondents

Demographic Sample %
AGE

Below 20 years 5

Between 21-30 years 65

31-40 years 25

41-50 years 5

Marital Status

Married 35
Unmarried 65
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Education

Post-Graduation 55
Graduation 25
PhD 2
Others 18
Income per annum (in rupees

Up to 2 lacs 35
2-5 lacs 45
5-10 lacs 15
10 lacs-15 lacs 5
Nature of employment

Government employee 15
Non-government employee 65
Business 10
Others 10

5. Data analysis and Interpretation

To collect the data a structured questionnaire has been made. The sample of 220 people
of Bihar has been taken from different cities of Bihar. After removing the incomplete
responded questionnaire, the sample of total 211 respondents has been used for further
analysis. The questionnaire was filled through survey method by meeting the potential
respondents face to face.

5.1 Sample profile

The profile of the respondents has been reported in the Table: 2. There are total 211
respondents. Out of which 130 are male and 81 are female. Most of the respondents are post
graduate (55% respondents have post-graduation degree; 25% respondents are graduate;
15% are intermediate; 3% are senior secondary and rest 2% are doctorate holder). Most of
the respondents have fall under the age group of 21-30 years which is 65% followed by 31-40
which 1s 25%; 5% of respondents are higher than 41 years and rest 5% are below 20 years of
age. There are 65% of respondents are unmarried and rest 35% are married. Nature of
employment is mostly dominated by Corporate Job nearly 65% followed by government job
which 1s15%; respondents who are doing business are 10% and rest 10% falls in the category
others.

Table: 2 KMO and Bartlett’s Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. .939
Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity Approx. Chi-Square 3264.601
df 300
Sig. .000

5.2 KMO and Bartlett’s test

KMO and bartlett’s test is the first step is to identify variables. It confirms the homogeneity
of the factor items and reliability acceptance. If KMO value is equal and more than 0.5and
value of significance for the bartlett’s test is .05% then the minimum requirement is fulfilled

(139)/July-September, 2023 Saidhantiki



(Kaiser, 1974). The value of KMO and bartlett’s test is .939 and it satisfy the minimum
threshold. The KMO test confirms the data is suitable for factor analysis.

The overall significance of correlation matrices is tested with bartlett’s test of sphericity
and approx. chi-square 1s 3264.601.

Table:3 Results of EFA

Factor Statements Factor Cronbach alpha
loading
Trust I hesitate to give my personal information on online | .502 .837
websites
Online Shopping is risky 741
I feel monetary transactions in online shopping is safe 737

I feel online shopping transactions’ outcome is closed to | .718
my expectations

I feel the terms of use are strictly followed while buying | .689
via online devices

Perceived I think you save time when you buy via online devices .698 .874
Usefulness I think buying via online would increase my | .690
effectiveness

I think buying products and services via online devices | .689
are cheaper
I think buying via online devices would increase my | .659
usability

I think buying via online devices would increase my | .679

productivity.

Convenient I think shopping online takes less time 7176 .892
Online shopping is convenient as compared to traditional | .775
shopping
It is easy to shop on the internet. 712
I believe online shopping can overtake the traditional | .708
shopping
I prefer online shopping than traditional shopping 612

Price Online shopping offers competitive prices .698 .855
Online shopping offers discounts and rewards. .690
I dislike the idea of shipping charges when buying | .689
online.
I would shop on the internet if the prices were lower .659
Online shopping provides me good value at the same | .679
price.

5.3xCronbach Alpha

Internal consistency of any data is checked by Cronbach alpha. Cronbach alpha are
estimated for all the factors individually. (Field, 2013; N. Malhotra., 2006) Cronbach alpha
1s greater than.6 is good and acceptable. Cronbach alpha is greater than .8 for all the four
factors. Convenient factor have highest Cronbach alpha which is .892 followed by perceived
usefulness which is .874 and price and trust have .855 and .837 respectively.

5.4 Factor loading through EFA

Factor loading is estimated for factor rotation and extraction. It is applied using principal
axis factor. There are four factors identified in this paper which is Trust, Perceived usefulness,
Convenient and Price. Factor loading is greater than .45 is acceptable in literature (Field,
2013; N. Malhotra., 2006). All the factor loading is greater than .45 which approves the
literature.
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5.5 Correlation between Trust, Perceived Usefulness, Convenient, Price with
Online shopping behavior.

Table 4: Relationship between Trust, PU, Convenience, and Price and Online Purchasing
Behavior (5). All significant correlations between variables were found at the .01 level. The
examination of correlations shows that there is a positive link between social influence and
online shopping behavior (.537). (Pearson, 1920).

Table: 4 Correlations

Table: 4 Correlations

Trust

Per Use

Con

Price

0SB

Trust

Pearson Correlation

6527

5827

585

537

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.000

.000

.000

N

211

211

211

211

211

Per_Use

Pearson Correlation

6527

1

658"

6207

6227

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.000

.000

.000

N

211

211

211

211

211

Con

Pearson Correlation

5827

658"

5847

6327

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.000

.000

.000

N

211

211

211

211

211

Price

Pearson Correlation

585

6207

5847

676"

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.000

.000

.000

N

211

211

211

211

211

0SB

Pearson Correlation

537

6227

6327

676"

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.000

.000

.000

N

211

211

211

211

211

**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

The connection between perceived usefulness and online-based purchasing decisions was
analyzed by means of a Pearson correlation coefficient. The findings demonstrate a positive
correlation between perceived utility and online-shopping behavior, at .622 level. Yet, it is
fair to say that those with higher PU engage in more Online buying.

Correlation analysis was used to determine the strength of the link between convenience
and online purchasing behavior, and the findings indicate that convenience positively
influences online shopping behavior by a degree of .632. Yet, it does appear to have
characteristics consistent with online shopping behavior.

Finally, we calculated a degree of connection between price and online purchasing activity
of .676, suggesting that price can potentially encourage online shopping behavior.

6. Limitations of the study

The present study has certain limitations. First, the current study was done on different
class of people, it might not be relevant for higher income of people. Second the sample for
the study i1s too small and third the study is limited to Bihar only, it does not cover the
different cities of India. The questionnaire is adopted from the different literature and author.

While this study has limitations, it does suggest that more qualitative research on the
topic of online buying behavior in relation to employment status, gender inequality, and
employment status is warranted. The research relied on both primary and secondary sources,
each of which has its own limitations, which ultimately led to the study’s findings. One
might lessen the constraints and expand the sample size for more research.
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7. Conclusion of the study

The current study adds significantly to the growing body of literature on the topic of
consumer habits in the digital marketplace. It provides empirical evidence that trust,
convenience, perceived risk, and price all play a role in influencing online customers’ actions
in a developing country.

In its focus on the role of trust, PU, convenient and price in predicting consumer behavior,
this research 1s highly close. Young people represent a country’s future and will be crucial
participants in the development of the internet economy. This study provides more
explanation for the correlation between intent to buy and online shopping behavior than
any other study to date. It serves as a road map for future study, helping researchers capitalize
on what works and eradicate what does not.

The research has some limitations, like the fact that it only looks at one state’s cities as
samples. Thus, it is recommended that in the future, researchers focus on selecting working
people and including other variables that relate to online buying.

8. Implications of the Study

The current study put forward some important practical implication for the industry
people and academicians. The industry personnel especially the marketing managers can
focus more on price factor while framing their marketing strategy. The convenience can be
next important factor which can be used by marketing team by incorporating prompt delivery
service or on time delivery system. The company should try to build high level trust by
communicating real and accurate information as the trust factor in influencing the online
shopping behavior put forward the correlational value to be 50%. It has been well concluded
by several researchers that higher level of trust can lead to customer loyalty. The academy
can use the current study as a base to convoy the further research in the field of online
shopping behavior. The academicians can incorporate controlled variables like age, gender
and other demographic factors to study the relationship between the predicting variables
over the outcome variable. Overall the study tries to add relevant information to the academic
field through research study.
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Abstract

We are on the cusp of the fourth industrial revolution in human history. Artificial
intelligence, blockchain, robotics, and automation are just some of the technologies that
hope to alter the current scenario. However, among them, the Blockchain Technology and
the Artificial Intelligence stands out as a potentially transformative innovation because of
its revolutionary nature. These technological advancements although made for convenience,
can also turn violent if used without any regulation or at least ethics. Say for example
plastics were once invented for making products more durable and long lasting, but no one
knew about its limitations or the inventors were least bothered about the same. This is the
point where we lack, because we usually tend to overestimate when it comes to management
of technology. Talking about plastics, the globe is choking in it all around, hampering the
entire ecosystems. Hence, it is inferred that technologies although made for human
convenience, can prove fatal if left unchecked. Thus, the authors in this paper while delving
deep into the path breaking technologies will also highlight as to how the Blockchain
Technology can act as a stepping stone for implementing a Responsible Al ecosystem in
India.

Keywords: Blockchain Technology, Artificial Intelligence, Law, Regulation, Responsible
Al

1. Introduction

In 1955 American scientist John McCarthy and a few of his friends began research into
developing intelligent machines®. McCarthy coined the term artificial intelligence for the
first time in an Al conference in 19562. The oldest definition by John Mc Carthy (1955) is
one of the notable ones. He defined Al as- ‘a machine that could behave as though it were
intelligent™.

In India, the NITI Aayog has defined the term Al in its National strategy for Al as- “The
ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like thinking, perceiving, learning, problem
solving and decision making”. Some define Al as —‘a discipline, which attempts to understand
and then replicate intelligent behavior in machines’®. The NITI Aayog has partnered with
google to work on a range of initiatives to build artificial intelligence ecosystem across India’.
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The objective is to augment capacity, health care, improve education and also built over all
economic productivity of the country®. Elaine Rich defined Al as- ‘the study of how to make
computers do things at which, at the moment, people are better.”® After going through the
above definitions, it can be concluded that the entire Al system may be grouped into four
main categories, that are (1) Act like humans, (11) think like humans, (111) think rationally,
and (iv) act rationally'®. Not only in India, the entire globe has jolted with the vibrations of
the technology, so much so that continuous efforts are being made on the global stage. In
the year 2021, UNESCO came up with its first-ever global standard on Al ethics!, which
was adopted by 193 member states!?. The OECD brought its own Al policy!'® which were
built on the OECD AI Principles.

On the other side of the picture is the Blockchain Technology which aims at bringing in
transparency and trust amongst participants!®. Equal efforts have been put to regulate the
Blockchain Technology by both national!® and international bodies!”.The Blockchain
Technology can be defined as “a kind of decentralized ledger technology which uses blocks to
store any kind of data (or say transact), and are connected in the form of chains using
cryptography as its core method’'®. The DLTs or Blockchain are of mainly four kinds'®; Public,
Private, Consortium & Hybrid?°. Basically, the term “blockchain technology” (BCT) refers to
a subset of “distributed ledger technologies” (DLTs) that uses “blocks” to record and verify
transactions between two parties?. They are characterized by their immutability
(transactions and ledgers within them cannot be altered), trustlessness (no reliance on trusted
third parties or intermediaries), borderlessness (they function on globally dispersed computer
networks), and validation by a peer-to-peer network utilizing consensus algorithms?2. The
smart contacts executed on a blockchain can aid in reassuring the presence of responsible
Al. The smart contracts are self-executory on a blockchain, which upon the fulfillment of
the set conditions, execute on their own??, In order to set up a less invasive Al, the blockchain
technology can be the best solution of all.

2. Initiatives taken by the Government of India for Artificial
Intelligence

In the year 2018, the Union government allocated funding for promoting research in
AI**, The budget also mentioned about the establishment of centres of excellence to invest in
research, training and skilling in various areas including Artificial Intelligence under the
aegis of the Department of Science and Technology?. Further, making artificial intelligence
(AI) in India and with India in mind is a key part of the government’s Make In India strategy
(an endeavour to promote India as a worldwide manufacturing powerhouse)?.

In August 2017, an Artificial Intelligence Task Force with ‘embedding Al in our Economic,
Political, and Legal thought processes so that there is systemic capability to support the
goal of India becoming one of the leaders of Al-rich economies’ was established by the Union
Ministry of Commerce and Industry?’. Their March 2018 report focused on identifying 10
areas of significance for Al in India, with the overriding premise that Al is a scalable solution
to socioeconomic problems?. Industries such as manufacturing, agriculture, healthcare,
technology for the disabled, national security, environmental protection, public utility
provision, retail, customer service, and education are just a few examples. The paper set out
to determine what the government’s function should be and how Al may be used to address
large-scale issues. Among its many suggestions is the creation of a coordinating body to
handle all things Al-related in India: the National Artificial Intelligence Mission.
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In 2018, NITI Aayog teamed up with leading tech companies to launch Al initiatives in
vital sectors like healthcare and agriculture®. Based on its capabilities and qualities, India
has the potential to become a worldwide leader in artificial intelligence (AI) with its own
distinct brand of #AIforAl, which is the basis of this strategy plan.

In order to achieve the objectives of #AlforAll and fully realise the advantages of
implementing Al on a large scale, the report highlights several obstacles that must be
addressed®. These include a deficiency in comprehensive expertise in Al research and
application, a lack of accessible data ecosystems that support intelligent data, the high cost
of resources and insufficient awareness of Al adoption, privacy and security concerns,
including the absence of formal regulations surrounding data anonymization, and a dearth
of collaborative approaches to Al adoption and application?!.

Again in the year 2018, the Ministry of electronics and information technology formed
four committees to further investigate on AI®*2. The four committees were the Citizen Centric
Services, Data Platforms, Skilling, reskilling and R&D, Legal regulatory and Cybersecurity?.
Another major step is the FutureSkills PRIME, which is a MeitY-NASSCOM project?®!. This
B2C framework re-skills and up-skills I'T workers in ten domains including Al. At present
around 700,000 individuals have applied to the FutureSkills PRIME Portal, with 120,000
graduating®. NIELIT/C-DAC Resource Centres taught 524 Trainers and 4292 Government
Officials on these technologies. 8.9 lakh digital fluency badges have been obtained by 1.3
lakh unique learners. And the Deep-skilling courses have 36,528 students while Al
Foundation courses have 47,744. The GOI has also launched the ‘National Al Portal’ (https:/
/indiaai.gov.in/), a single repository of Al based initiatives in the Country at a single place?®®.

For further empowering the masses in the real sense, various capacity building
programmes have been promoted, namely, the ‘Visvesvaraya PhD Scheme’, the National
Programme on Responsible use of Al specially for the youth?’, the establishment of the
centre of Excellence for AI*®, the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical
Systems (NM-ICPS) for promoting R&D, the Responsible Al for social Empowerment (RAISE)
organised by the Government of India. Not only this, the GOI has openly joined the league
of leading economies including USA, UK, EU, Australia, Canada, et.al., for the global
partnership on AI®*,

3. How the Blockchain Technology can pave for Responsible Al in
India

The innovations like Al are very likely to be misused, when it comes to intellectual usage.
Although continuous mitigating steps are being taken in India to let the horizons of expand
and not restrict its unprecedented growth in future. Currently, The Indian Patent Act, 1970
and the Copyright Act, 1957 as of now do not facilitate inventorship, authorship and
ownership by Artificial Intelligence. Also, Section 3(k) of the Indian Patent Act, 1970 explicitly
says that any mathematical/business method or a computer programme or algorithms run
by Al are not patentable’. What hinders the Patenting of Al and Machine Learning in
India is the requirement to have a human inventor for innovating computer related
inventions. Thus, in the 161 report by the parliament standing committee on Commerce
for the review of the Intellectual Property Rights Regime in India (para 8.3), it has been
stressed to review the provisions of both the legislations on a priority basis‘’.During the
deliberations of the Committee, the various stakeholders also suggested that the Indian
patent policies should provide protection for both Al-generated works and Al solutions to

Saidhantiki (146)/July-September, 2023




foster innovation and research, which in turn contributes to creativity and financial
prosperity*?. It was suggested that rewarding the developer of an Al by providing legal
protection for its creations (whether made autonomously or with human assistance and
input) would encourage and excite the creator to think of more problems that might be
solved using AI*%. The committee also looked into the matter from a 360 degree perspective
and bought into focus the relevance and utility of the Al and Machine Learning. The
committee recommended that a separate category of rights for Al and its related inventions
and solutions should be created for their protection as IPR’s.

India has been vocal about the use of Al in various sectors, but it is far from regulating it.
A NITI Aayog paper proposed five areas (Healthcare, Agriculture, Education, Smart Cities
& Infrastructure, and Smart Mobility & Transport) where Al can be useful*t. In that paper,
the think-tank also noted the lack of regulation around Al as a major weakness for India*°.
NITI Aayog while developing India’s national strategy for Al, they emphasised on bringing
in “Responsible AI’. Responsible AI means it should be used ethically in a secure manner
and the biases should be minimised*®.

On the one hand while the Blockchain has various potential applications in Industry 4.0,
such as enhancing resilience, scalability, security, and autonomy. It can also be utilised to
timestamp sensor data?’. A recent study indicates that Industry 4.0 and blockchain will
have a substantial impact on future enterprise information systems*®. Blockchain further
provides a secure and tamper-proof method for storing data and conducting value
transactions, effectively addressing trust issues at the mechanism level*®. Also, it is welcomed
in almost all the jurisdictions for its wide usage in bringing in data integrity®®, which is
surprisingly the soul of the Al based systems. The coherence of both these path-breaking
technologies can be a complete game changer?!.

The use of AI with blockchain has grown over the past few years, but is still constrained
by the pace of technological advancement in the field. Several industries might benefit from
the use of AI, which would make their processes more streamlined and efficient, and
blockchain, which could be used to securely store data because information is the “new
currency” and thus must be protected®?. The government has also conducted multiple research
on the topic, and has concluded that AI and blockchain technology will play an important
role in future growth as part of the E-Governance Mission®?.

The regulation of technology with the help of technology seems to be an attractive idea,
often described as Reg-Tech®. The digital record provided by blockchain can provide light
on the architecture supporting Al and the provenance of the data it is utilising. The Blockchain
Technology can help to enhance trust®®, which ultimately is crucial for bolstering confidence
in the Al based ecosystems®®. Combining blockchain technology with AI has the potential to
increase data security by creating an audit trail for the storage and distribution of Al
models®”.Data integrity poses significant challenges for both users and developers within
the AT community®®. Blockchain technology can ensure data integrity in Al-enabled systems®.
The utilisation of a distributed immutable ledger can even aid in preventing unauthorised
access and data manipulation by potential hackers, as all transactions related to the data
are securely recorded®. Hence, we can see how the Blockchain Technology being decentralised
in nature is a good alternative to the centralised data systems, which often leads to a chaotic
result when Al applications are run on them®:.
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4. Conclusion

While India has been vocal about the use of Al in various sectors, it is still far from
regulating it. A NITI Aayog paper proposed five areas (Healthcare, Agriculture, Education,
Smart Cities & Infrastructure, and Smart Mobility & Transport) where Al can be useful ®.
In that paper, the think-tank also noted the lack of regulation around Al as a major weakness
for India®. NITI Aayog while developing India’s national strategy for Al, they emphasised
on bringing in “Responsible AI’. Responsible Al means it should be used ethically in a secure
manner and the biases should be minimised®*.

Several organizations have come up with ethical principles on Al. One of the best and
intuitive are the Asilomar’s principles (2017), which is a set of 23 principles®®. These principles
very well established that the goal of research should be to not undirected Al pursuits but
towards the benefit of mankind®. Machine ethics is another new field which is concerned
with giving machines ethical principles and moral values or procedure for discovering to
resolve the ethical dilemmas they might encounter, mannered through their own decision
making®’.

While admitting the dire need for regulating these General-Purpose Technologies®® , the
technologies itself can be used as a stepping stone for one another. The potential of employing
blockchain for Al regulation appears promising, yet there are obstacles that must be
addressed. The challenges encompass scalability, energy efficiency, and the establishment
of universally accepted regulatory standards for blockchain. As these technologies progress,
it 1s probable that we will witness the emergence of novel solutions to address these
challenges. The integration of blockchain and AI has the potential to enhance the safety
and accountability of Al technology in the future. Blockchain has the potential to revolutionize
the regulation of Al by promoting transparency, accountability, and decentralization. This
transformative technology instills trust in Al, which is poised to redefine various aspects of
our lives.

Thus, it can be succinctly concluded that the blockchain technology can in many ways
contribute to bring in a Responsible Al ecosystem, such as the algorithms can be easily
structured with the help of blockchain (one can choose the kind of blockchain according to
their organizational set up) and minimum standards can be set for review and revision for
algorithms®.
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Abstract:

India’s independence from the British raj in 1947 has been a freedom fractured by the
manoeuvres and the divide and rule policy of the coloniser, the impression of which is carried
over to the present situation. Celebrating 75th year of independence, denominated by the
honourable Prime Minister of India as ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, the Government of India’s
emphatic projection of the momentousness of this significant milestone is simultaneously
an attempt at retrospection and introspection for reasons for the existing divisions, in a
nation otherwise strongly gelled together by intersecting threads of language, literature,
culture and society. This is also the reason that the 14th of August has been designated as
the Partition Horror Remembrance Day by PM Modi. PM Modi volunteers a grand celebration
of 75th year of Independence as Amrit Mahotsav, while remembering the partition of the
country as a black spot in the history of the country: ”"Partition’s pains can never be forgotten.
Millions of our sisters and brothers were displaced and many lost their lives due to mindless
hate and violence. In memory of the struggles and sacrifices of our people, 14th August will
be observed as Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, May the Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day keep reminding us of the need to remove the poison of social divisions,
disharmony and further strengthen the spirit of oneness, social harmony and human
empowerment.” ( “In Memory of Sacrifices & Struggles’) The celebration of newly gained
independence in 1947 witnessed the land called Hindustan divided by the shadow lines
drawn on pieces of paper. Yet, there remains a core of undivided feelings nurtured in the
hearts of the laymen, over and above the power politics of the establishment. The present
paper dwells upon this undying, un-smothered, and perennial font of life nurtured in the
heartfelt response of the common people, which finds articulation in strong narratives forming
the collective consciousness of the Indian sub-continent. The paper addresses the question
whether it is possible to divide the relics, the artefacts and the poets of the Indus valley
heritage. Can we divide as ‘mine and yours’ the philosophers and their philosophy, the
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heroes and their patriotism? In the backdrop of divisive politics, there exist the whimsicalities
and the political ambitions of a few people out there to buttress their personal ambitions.
On the contrary, the harmonious and unifying threads of the un-divided subcontinent are
perspicuous in the powerful and resonant enunciations of the doyens of Sufi poetry Shah
Abdul Latif, Bulleh Shah and Sachal Sarmast, as well as in the folk-narratives thriving
across the border. The present paper expatiates these connecting links which form the matrix
of indelible imprints and connected hearts of millions divided by a horrid stroke of destiny,
the 1947 partition of India.

Keywords: Schismatic sensibility, indelible imprints, connected hearts, camaraderie,
bonhomie, unified sensibility, mellifluous whole.

The question that comes to mind is - what was the gestalt of communal division, what
trigger, what schismatic politics which led to the gory and harrowing act of partition and its
aftermath, the mass-exodus of people crossing borders to find a supposedly safe haven, but
ironically culminated in the shattered dreams, gratuitous killings, psychological angst,
physical displacement and disorientation of people from their home and hearth. A glimpse
at the merciless division of the collective legacy of the Indian subcontinent and absurdity of
the same is significant. Should we remember Shaheed Bhagat Singh, born and martyred in
present day Pakistan in 1931 as the patriot of Pakistan or of India? Our heart equally flows
out to Hemu Kalani from Sindh, impacted by the martyrdom of young Bhagat singh, followed
the footsteps of his nationalist icon and hanged by the British in 1943 for his nationalist
fervour and his passionate participation in Gandhiji’s call for Quit India movement. Heroes
cannot be divided! Over-ridden by an impulse to apportion our resources between the two
nations, we come across the perplexing case of Indus valley civilization and the division of
its legacy. An article called “The Curious Case of Mohen-jo-Daro : Whose Civilization is it
Anyway?” by Hansa Malhotra, registers Pakistan’s recent demand to bring back one of the
most recognizable symbols of the Indus heritage, “The Dancing Girl”, preserved in the national
museum in New Delhi, laudably described as a stylistically poised female figure in a dancing
posture. The archaeological department of India knocked down the demand by calling it
absurd and preposterous in the wake of the settlement where the famous priest bust of
same heritage was given to Pakistan and the dancing girl was apportioned to India. The
divisive politics was stretched ad absurdum when an antique necklace excavated as a legacy
of the Indus valley civilization, was broken into two, the two halves preserved separately
across the border. The act becomes a symbolic as well as a literal act of splintering the
sensibility of displaced and disoriented people across the border in the wake of partition.
How is it possible to divide the poets, Shelley’s “unacknowledged legislators of mankind”
(“The Defence of Poetry”)? No, it is not possible. Instead, the voice of unified sensibility
vested in Shah Abdul Latif’s supplication to God to shower divine benediction on Sindh and
on the whole world is resonant with universal human love:

Sain! Sadaain karin, Sindhu mathe sukaaru,

Dost, tu dildaar, aalam sabhu aabaad karein.

Swami! Sadaa Sindhu desh par sukaal karna.

He mere dildaar dost, sadaa saare aalam ko aabaad karnaa. (Jotwani 20)
O God, may ever you on Sind

Bestow abundance rare;
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Beloved! All the world let share
Thy grace, and fruitful be. ( Risalo of Shah Abdul Latif )

Here is a saint poet from Sindh registering his cosmic consciousness, the spirit of
togetherness , love and compassion for the people of Sindh and for the whole of the world. In
a true Sufi spirit, communal discrimination and prejudice is not able to touch Latif’'s mystical
instinct. Shah Latif gets as much solace in visiting Hingula devi in Baluchistan, one of the
Shaktipeeths, as he received in his visit to the Kali temple in Sindh and as much by the
Dwarka temple of Dwarkadhish, Lord Krishna. Such is the cosmic consciousness that found
like-minded centrifugal spirit in the Sufi paradigm and was indubitably suffused with the
Indian Vedantic thought: ‘Vasudevaay kutumbkam’, ‘ the world is my home’, enthused
with the spirit of the Rig Veda : “saCgacchadhwaC saCvadadhwaC/ saC vo manaCsi
janatam.” The verse wishes for a communion, where human beings make a harmonious
forward march, speaking together, with microcosmic consciousness orchestrated towards
macrocosmic unity.

Randhari Singh Dinkar in his book Sanskriti ke Chaar Adhyay makes a significant point
by distinguishing between two aspects of every religion: first, ‘shruti’ and second, ‘smriti’.
Dinkar explains it hence:

Shruti is that part of religion from which all religions originate. Smriti is that
point in its development where all religions become mutually disjunct and diver-
gent. Shruti brings religion close to the invisible Reality. The process of its reali-
zation’ or actuation leads to the increased prominence of temples, mosques and
churches, which feeds the smriti of a religion. (Dinkar, 333)(Translation mine)

Hence, at the point of ‘shruti’, the quintessential human desire for close approximation
to his divine essence is expressed. This pure human impulse is however lost in religion’s
journey towards ‘smriti’, the material monumental icons of religion, the temples and the
mosques. Ramdhari Singh Dinkar eulogizes Vedantic thought as focusing on the invisible
essence of religion, more so faith:

Vedant’is a word of Hindu philosophy, but it is not ‘Hindutva’. A real vedanti is
neither a Hindu, nor Muslim, neither Buddhist , nor Christian. He is simply a
good human being. (Translation mine)

Dinkar recounts the quintessential knowledge of religion which made Ramakrishna
Paramhansa teach non-dualistic philosophy to Swami Vivekananda and which led to
Vivekananda’s dream of the prospective religion of India as one which amalgamates Vedantic
and Islamic religions. James Fadiman elaborates upon the concept of Sufism in a manner
which reinforces Dinkar’s distinction between ‘smriti’ and ‘shruti’

The roots of the tree of religion are founded in religious practices and principles,
which focus on outer behaviour. The branches of the tree are mysticism, the spir-
itual disciplines that extend the individual upward, toward the infinite. The
fruit of the tree is the Truth, or God.

(Fadiman, 2) (Translation mine)

Sant Singh Sekhon , in A History of Punjabi Literature, undercuts schismatic sensibility
based on communal grounds with an example of the intense reverence offered at the dargah
of Sufi saints in the Indian part of the Punjab and a parallel evocation of lord Krishna as the
desired bridegroom by a young maiden across the border in folk songs sung by Muslim
women. She sings:
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Why stand you under the sandalwood tree, my daughter?
I wait for you, O father, it’s time to look for a groom,
What sort of a groom would you have, my daughter?

One like the moon in the stars,

And Krishna among the lunars, O father. (Sekhon 15)

The value of these folk songs lies in their life-affirming force. That is why the real, factual,
empirical, verifiable, material categories of existence are complemented by the not so real,
the folk, the mythical, yet life- enhancing tropes ingrained in the psychology of the people.
People are the source of these narratives, live with these narratives and gain solace and
strength from them in the vicissitudes of everyday life.

In the modern context, we witness a transcendence of narrow insular identity in the
consorted live performance of Sufi music at the UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of
Education for Peace and Sustainable Development by two 1990 rock bands ‘Indian Ocean’
and ‘Junoon’, of Indian and Pakistani origin respectively, voice a consorted, passionate and
an imperative message of togetherness, non-schismatic ethos, camaraderie and bonhomie
between nations divided by man-made barriers. Salman Ahmed from Junoon remarks:

Young men are passionate. They have the Junoon in their DNA.
(“Indian Ocean and Junoon”)

Anurag Rao, Indian Ocean’s assistant manager asserts, “A concert like this at UNESCO
MGIEP goes on to show that it does not have to be this hate narrative...It can be about us
enjoying each other’s company, arts and culture.” (ibid.)

Fractures caused by the partition have had ghastly impact psychologically and empirically;
the dents and fissures caused by its harrowing experiences are indelible. However, while
the fractures stubbornly haunt us, the imprints of deeply felt connections are equally strong
. The present paper hence moves towards envisaging a hope for attaining harmony at the
communal level and the attainment of a teleological holism in the future in an overwhelming
humanitarian impulse which dismantles narrow, ethnocentric complacency and nefarious
divisive impulses. This community, constituting a nation, rejoices together, celebrates
together, participates in the Olympics and bemoans cultural loss or loss of iconic patriotic
figures fighting for collective freedom. In this context the testimony of Sindhi writer K. R.
Malkani from 1947 emerge as case studies and heart-touching narratives undermining
staunch communal polarity as well as undercutting deeply entrenched differences between
people now divided politically and geographically. Malkani recounts an incident of a Muslim
gentleman fondly telling him that he has bought a “big framed group photograph” which he
considered priceless because “the respected Seth of his village” figures in the picture.
Indubitably, we witness a gigantic emotional reverence embedded in a simple but fond
gesture of buying a relic, an otherwise commonplace acquisition, turned into a highly
cherished memorabilium for the proud bearer. The narrative closes with Malkani’s comment:
“It was a memento for him” (Malkani ix). Another narrative recounts Malkani travelling in
a bus. He notices how a muslim woman sitting on a seat reserved for women courteously
offers the seat to an elderly Hindu neighbour. The Hindu man had to accept the seat on her
insistence. The Muslim woman added in anguish: “I know, you, too, will go away”’(Malkani
1x). These are the counter-narratives, those horizontal peer to peer discursive cadences which
undercut stringent communal dichotomy and antipathy amongst communities otherwise

(155)/July-September, 2023 Saidhantiki



understood at cross-roads with each other. Such narratives leave the readers baffled,
astonished. Such factual narratives picked from empirical lived day-to- day existence form
a set of micro-narratives which give us hope about the possibility of the victory of
quintessential human instinct over and above narrow caste and communal confines.

Another potent marker of the undivided legacy of the Indian subcontinent is river Sindhu
and the indelible memory of river Sindhu which finds a place of prominent eulogy in the
Vedic hymns of the Rig Veda. On the banks of this reverenced river the Vedic hymns were
composed by our ancient rishis and saints. The Aryan’s adoration of the Sindhu finds a lucid
register in The Rig Veda: “Unstoppable, irreversible, /with strong mighty flow, mighty
Sindhu!/Bewitching and beautiful Sindhu. Sindhu is rich in strong horses,/ in chariots and
cloth of many designs,/ Rich in golden ornaments,/ of unmeasured wealth...” (Gehani 22).
Vedas are understood as the sacred Hindu texts. We owe heartfelt reverence to the hymns
and pay tribute to the sacred Sindhu, now situated across the border. In this context, Prof.
Ravi Prakash Tekchandani’s travelogue “Saryu to Sindhu”, deserves mention. The account
centres around the soulful desire of the author’s father, a first generation migrant from
Sindh, to merge the holy waters of the sacred Saryu into, what he reverentially calls, ‘Mother
Sindhu’, symbolic of the intense faith in bonhomie and consecration of the bond of union
between the two nations:

Father had pronounced it hence: “Son, whenever you get an opportunity in life, bestow
the holy water of Saryu into the flow of mother Sindhu, surging past Sadhubela. This
concourse of the two rivers would be symbolic of the convergence of the splintered
consciousness of a people divided by a dreadful stroke of destiny. Who knows, the
intermingling of waters may result in a miracle, an upsurge of love and termination of exile
and cessation of deportation of Sindhis from their native Sindh”. (Saryu se Sindhu)

The quintessential identity of Bharat from ancient times, and its perspicuous in the
contemporary context has three crucial markers:

(i) Life based on spiritualism: In his book Of Grass and Roots: An Indianist’s writings,
Dr. Motilal Jotwani quotes from page 58 of Michael Molly from his book Experiencing the
World’s religions: Tradition, Challenge and Change, published in California by Mayfield
publishers, 1999:

Hinduism is more like a family of related beliefs and the name Hinduism, if used to
suggest a unified religion, can be misleading...it is like a palace that began as a two room
cottage. Over the centuries, wings have been built on it, and now it has countless rooms,
stairs, corridors, statues, fountains and gardens. There is something here to please and
astonish — and dismay— almost everyone.

What is pleasing and astonishing in the old denomination ‘Hinduism’ is that it is not a
referent to the Hindu religion. No! It is a way of life with characteristics of openness and
inclusivity. Sufis established a literary, cultural and ideational confluence with the extant
mystical strain already present in the Indian sub-continent. In the Indian Vedantism, the
divine consciousness is understood to dwell within the human consciousness. Here is a quote
from Ashtavakra Geeta:

You pervade this universe and this universe pervades in you. You are really pure
consciousness by nature. Do not be small-minded.

In a parallel exemplification of the four stages of Sufi conduct, James Fadiman endorses
Ibn ‘Arabi’s explanation:
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At the level of the law (shariah) there is “yours and mine”. That is, the law guarantees
individual rights and ethical relations between people. At the level of the Sufi path (tariqah),”
mine 1s yours, yours is mine”. The dervishes are expected to treat one another as brothers
and sisters— to open their homes, their hearts and their purses to one another. At the level
of truth (haqgiqah), there is “no mine and no yours”...At the level of Gnosis (marifah), there is
“no me and no you”.

Giving space to the ‘otherness’ of the other, along with a nascent knowledge that the self
and the other are quintessentially one, forms the crux of our mystical thoughts. It is this
credo voiced by Swami Vivekananda in Chicago in 1893 while addressing his brothers and
sisters of America: “Ekam Sat Vipra bahuda vadanti”,”Absolute Truth is one but it is manifest
differently”. Respecting other as much as the self, with a profound belief that any differences
are secondary, the unified cire of quintessential human territory marked by the Indian
Vedantic precept:

3 fr1: W Afd T oy daarg 7
SSRERAAT § agdd FZEFHY ©
Ayam nijah paro veti gananaa laghu chetasam

Udaar charitaanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam.

(Maha Upanishad VI.71-73)

vFkkZr~ % ;g esjk gS J;g mldk gS _ ,slh lksp ladqfpr fpUk oksys O;fUkQ;ksa dh
gksrh gS_blds foijhr mnkjpfjr okys yksxksa ds fy, rks ;g IEiw.kZ /jrh gh ,d ifjokj
tSlh gksrh gS I

Mean minded people get involved in the discourse of ‘Mine and yours’. Moving away from
such reductive thinking, kind and compassionate people, the world is their home. The
1implication that ‘vasudha’, the ‘earth’ is my ‘kutumb’ ‘family’, is a call for unity in diversity
and syncretism of various mystical systems.

Sufis carried forth the essence of love, compassion and unified sensibility at the core of
the quintessential human foundation. Just as a river that passes through many countries is
claimed by each as its own 1s still the same river, all mysticism has the same goal: the direct
experience of the Divine. The direct experience of the divine makes up for the ‘shruti’, a
common end for all religions, the different names given to the stream of river as it traverses
different geographical terrains is the ‘smriti’, the distinct nomenclatures and ritualistic
performances appended on different modalities of worship. The direct experience of the
divine makes up for the ‘shruti’, a common end for all religions, the different names given to
the stream of river as it traverses different geographical terrains is the ‘smriti’, the distinct
nomenclatures and ritualistic performances appended on different religions. On the
ontological plane, we come across Sain Bulleh Shah’s famous kafi “Muh aayi baat naa rahindi
hai”: “Bin Sahu thi dooja kakhh nahin/ Par wekhan wali akkh nhi” (Shahi 133). Sain Bulleh
Shah says this in the context of the mystical ‘unity of Being’, the ‘wahadat al wujud’, the
concept of ‘All is He’. We need the ‘wekhan waali akkh’, ‘the seeing eye’ to realize the truth.
There is the need for a requisite sensitivity and the perceptive eye to realize the wasteful
and preposterous divisions founded on differences created by human beings themselves.

The shadow lines are man-made, a kind of satisfactory ego-factory in the service of self-
elation (‘we are better’), ethnocentrism, fake sense of self-complacency and creation of binaries
‘us and them’, to use the title of a play by David Campton. The play is about the scepticism
about the otherness of the other and the resultant insecurity once negativity takes hold of
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human thoughts. Sufi poets of Sindh and Punjab, the kindergarten of the flowering of Sufism
in India, are central to debunking man-made segregationist categories in the name of religion,
voicing an emphatic denunciation of injustice and deviation from humanity. Bulleh Shah’s
famous kafi “ Bullah ki jaana mai kaun” revamps quintessential human identity. while
negating all given categories and conventional denominations Bulleh Shah undercuts and
outgrows narrow communal and ideational political denominations:

Naa mai moman vicch masitan

Naa mai vicch kufar diyan reeta,

Naa mai paakan vicch palitan,

Naa mai musa naa phiraun...(Shahi 150)

I know not who I am.

I am neither a believer going to the mosque.
Nor given to non-believing ways.

Neither clean nor unclean.

Neither Moses nor Pharaoh.

I know not who I am. (Sain Bulleh Shah 31)

Bulleh Shah’s Ranjha, the divine beloved, displays ‘ishq-i-haqiql’, the acme of Sufi
accomplishment and the marginal rebel figure of the nath-yogic tradition of Gorakhnath.
Baba Bulleh Shah is a poet of both the nations across the man-made contours created on
paper maps marking the boundaries of present day India and Pakistan.

The saint poet loves to declare his own ‘baikaid’ (emancipated) sensibility which debunks
the narrow communal divisions through the figure of the divine Godhead. God marks His
presence in the temple as well as the mosque, He is the one reading the kalma in mosques
as well as chanting divine hymns in the temples:

Kahun Turk ho kalma padte ho
Kahun Bhagat Hindu Jap karte ho

Vinod Shahi in his book, Bulleh Shah: Samay aur Paath, in the chapter titled “Bharat ka
bhi hai wah, Pakistan ka bhi hai: apni saanjhi srot chetna ki khoj” (“He belongs to Bharat as
well as Pakistan: A search for our composite quintessential consciousness”);

Bulleh Shah ke kalaam mai phaarsi parampara se aaya hua Mansur-al-hallaj ka anal
haq bhi hai aur is daur mai dobara ubhar raha Sanskrit ke darshano ka asar bhi hai,
jise ve “chetna ki achal pratikriti “ jaisi shabdavali ka prayog karte hue kuboolte hain.
(Shahi 31)

Bulleh Shah’s verses endorse the Persian legacy of ‘an’al Haqq’and the re-surfacing of
Sanskrit philosophy, which he accepts as the abiding model of quintessential human
consciousness. (Translation mine)

Hence, in the figure of Bulleh Shah we find an amalgamation which resists the reductive
man-made confines. However, post-partition, there is a visible prioritization in the sphere
of publication so that language becomes a site of division of the poet saint on linguistic
grounds: Bulleh Shah was published in the Punjab of India in Gurmukhi and in Shahrukhi
in the Punjab of Pakistan (Sekhon 15).

2) Discursive interrogation of schismatic sensibility by the Devotional Bhakti
poets: The Indian subcontinent is a witness to the escalation of the importance of dervishes,
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Sufi poets and scholars, saints, bhaktas and devotional poets whose unbiased sensibility
emerged as the stronghold for the waning hopes of the dislocated and dis-oriented people.
The formation of the order of the khalsa and the emergence of Guru Granth Sahib as the
epitome of the inclusive and composite culture of India paved the way for the confluence of
the teachings of the Sikh gurus, the Bhakti saints and the Sufi saints. As for the Sufi saints,
the mystic bard of Sindh, Sachal Sarmast, the love-intoxicated, pays reverence to Allah,
Kanha, Ram and Hanuman in a single breath. The poet declares: “Sachu! God is One without
a shadow of doubt;/ The king in varied images sees His own spectacle;/ At one place He is
Christ, at another Mohammad and at another Hanuman;/ He of His own choice has cast
Himself in wonderment” (Advani 21).

Bhakti poets like Guru Nanak, Raidas, Dhanna, Sundardas, Dadu Dayal, Malukdas,
Rajjab and Dharnidas have been the torch-bearers of an inclusive, accommodative, holistic
view of life undercutting the differences based on caste, class and religion. It is interesting
to note that most of these mystical revolutionaries were not Brahmin by birth. Kabirdas
himself belonged to low class weaver caste (julaha’) and his identity never crystallized as
either Hindu or Muslim. Their mystical stance was accommodative, inclusive and universal.
Gorakhnath (10th century) who preceded Sant Kabir is noted for the following verse:

Hindu dhyaave dehra, musalmaan maseet,

Jogi dhyaave parampad, jahn dehra naa maseet.

Hindu pays offers obeisance to the temple, Muslim pays deference at the mosque,
But the yogi pays homage to the supreme source, beyond the temple and the
mosque.

Bhakti saint poet Namdev (1170-1350 AD) from Maharashtra rejects asceticism and
ascends the realization of One God to be attained through unremitting personal love for the
lord, pronounced as ‘Vithola’. Chandidas in the thirteenth century in Bengal, strongly
reverberates Bulleh Shah in his voice of revolt against traditional religious formalism. Kabir
(1440-1518) stands as a Bhakti poet whose Hindu- Muslim ambiguous identity has as its
concomitant a ‘mixing of Vedantic monism with Islamic Sufism’. The following verses of
Kabir

If caste was what the creator had in mind,

Why wasn’t anyone born

With Siva’s three-lined sign?

And if you're a Muslim

From a Muslim woman born,

Why weren’t you circumscribed inside?

Hey brother, why do you want me to talk?

Talk and talk and the real thing gets lost.

are a stringent interrogation of meaningless schisms created by human beings.

3) In the present context, there is a renewed emphasis on the teaching of Indian classical
texts which form the discursive, cultural, and literary nucleus of our country. National
Education Policy 2020 acknowledges an imperative need to overhaul the education system
and the academic curriculum in order to lay emphasis on the rich heritage of the knowledge
systems and the rich repository of knowledge embedded in great Indian scholars:
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The Indian education system produced great scholars such as Charaka, Susruta,
Aryabhata, Varahamihira, Bhaskaracharya, Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Chakrapani Datta,
Madhava, Panini, Patanjali, Nagarjuna, Gautama, Pingala, Sankardev, Maitreyi, Gargi
and Thiruvalluvar, among numerous others, who made seminal contributions to world
knowledge in diverse fields such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, medical science
and surgery, civil engineering, architecture, shipbuilding and navigation, yoga, fine arts,
chess, and more. Indian culture and philosophy have had a strong influence on the world.
These rich legacies to world heritage must not only be nurtured and preserved for posterity
but also researched, enhanced, and put to new uses through our education system.

Here 1s an emphatic focus on fostering “national pride, self-confidence, self-knowledge,
cooperation, and integration”, through a refurbished education system which is not imported
and adopted from abroad. Blindfold acceptance of the western theories and philosophies
and knowledge systems as the benchmark of excellence is ridiculous. National Education
Policy 2020 emphasises the need to break free from the westernised education system which
Macaulay envisaged as capable of creating “a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour,
but English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in intellect”. On the contrary , the shift in
the focus on NEP aims at “producing engaged, productive, and contributing citizens for
building an equitable, inclusive, and plural society as envisaged by our Constitution.”
(National Education Policy 2020).

Conclusion

Humans create schismatic discourses, propagate them, engage in self-righteous
argumentation, and finally get enmeshed in self-generated polemics. The onus for generating
and propagating life-denying schismatic discourses lies with human beings, the solution
has also to be collectively initiated by them , while taking a detour of the essence of our
consolidated incipient identity embodied in ‘unity in plurality’. India has a unified culture
with diversity immanent in it. Like a tree with numerous branches, like the sun with
infinitesimal rays of light, like a river flowing through varied terrains and yet maintaining
its integrity, the multitudinous cultural markers of the Indian subcontinent epitomise a
unified culture with infinitesimal diversity pointing towards a quintessential unity in
diversity. Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the celebration of 75th year of independence deserves
a consolidated effort by all the citizens of the country to revisit that mellifluous whole, that
unified sensibility, whose indelible imprints are present in the sublime cultural and literary
heritage of the Indian subcontinent.
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Abstract

This Paper delves into the evolution of Indian trade history with a particular focus on
the opium trade between India and China during the 18th and 19th centuries, driven by
imperialism. It highlights how opium became a significant commodity and underscores the
British manipulation of the Chinese market to address their trade imbalance with China.
The opium trade history between India and China is divided into two parallel trades: the
Bengal opium trade dominated by the East India Company (E.I.C) and the Malwa opium
trade, which was not a part of British commerce. It also examines the dire conditions of the
peasants engaged in opium cultivation, dispelling the myth that only the British exploited
these laborers. Overall, this paper sheds light on the historical complexities of the opium
trade between India and China, its economic and social impacts, and the involvement of
various stakeholders in this contentious trade.

Keywords: Opium, Trade, Bengal, Malwa, Colonial

Introduction

This paper discusses about the evolution of Indian trade history, how imperialism had
driven the opium trade between India and China during the 18 and 19 century. This text
focuses on how opium became a commercially significant product and emphasises is on how
British forcefully manipulated the Chinese market for the proliferation of opium trade to
correct the trade balance with China. In the history of opium trade between India and
China, there were two different yet parallel opium trades, one known a Bengal opium trade,
which was predominated by the East India Company (E.I.C) and the other which was never
been part of British trade, better known as Malwa opium trade.

The wretched condition of the peasants who were involved in the cultivation of opium is
under discussion. This paper also breaks the myth that the British were alone in exploiting
these peasants. The Section I, deals with the India’s colonial trade history. Section II and
ITI, covers how the rise of the opium trade between India & China helped to reverse the
balance of trade problem. Section IV, focuses on Malwa opium trade, a tough competitor of
Bengal opium trade. Section V, explains the difficulties and problems of peasants involved
in opium cultivation. Section VI, elaborates the different parties involved at different stages
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of the opium trade. In section VII, the moral consent on opium trade is being discussed.
Lastly, Section VIII represents a brief summary of the Paper.

Section I: India’s Colonial Trade History

Trade occupied a prominent place in colonial India. In the late 15 century, the Portuguese
navigator Vasco da Gama who came to India in 1498 became the first European to re-establish
direct trade links with India. The colonial era in India is thought to have started with the
establishment of this Portuguese trading centre in Quilon (Kollam, Kerala) in 1505
(Balachandran, 2020). The Portuguese lasted from 1505 to 1961 (Prabhakar, 2003). Dutch
entered Indian subcontinent after Portuguese in 1605 and stayed till 1825. Dutch were
looking to exchange the textile with spices in East India. Dutch also traded other items such
as gems, silk and indigo in the Indian peninsula, saltpetre and opium in Bengal and pepper
in Malabar. To establish its monopoly over the spice business, the Netherlands took Ceylon,
which was under the dominion of Portugal in 1656, later in 1671, it overpowered the
Portuguese forts in Malabar Coast, and these two locations were major spice growers. The
influence of the Dutch ceased in the second half of the 18th century after confronting the
defeat from the kingdom of Travancore in the Battle of Colachel in 1741. After the signing of
the Anglo-Dutch Treaty in 1824, the Dutch lost all their remaining trading posts to the
British.

Following the pursuit of Portuguese, Dutch and English, French also tried to establish
their trade base in India. In 1674, they first settled in Pondicherry on the coast of Coromandel,
in the southeast of India. They later travelled to Chandernagore in Bengal in 1688, Yanam
in Andhra Pradesh in 1723, Mahé in 1725, and Karaikal in 1739. French and Dutch were
more interested in the sale and exchange of animal fur. The French’s greatest rival was the
Brits, after the French lost the Battle of Plassey in 1757 and the Battle of Wandiwash in
1761 against British, the French territories in India were taken over by Great Britain. In
1816, the enclaves of Pondicherry, Yanam, Mahé, Karaikal and Chandernagore were
repatriated to France. It was only after 7 years of Indian independence, that these places
were integrated into the Republic of India. The Danish Trading Company made its way to
India in 1616 and set up their plants in Tranquebar in Tamilnadu in 1620 and Serampur in
Bengal in 1676. The Danish East India Company used to trade tea to Europe. The company
failed to build its strong presence in India, by the 19th century, they had sold all their
establishments to the British and returned home (Rasmussen, 1966).

The journey of the British to become the most successful imperial power in India, began
in 1613 when the East India Company (EIC) established its first factory at Surat, Gujarat.
The company used to trade in cotton, silk, indigo dye, sugar, salt, spices, saltpetre, tea and
opium. From mid-1700 to late 1800, the EIC’s share of world trade was almost half
(Farrington, 2002). The collapse of Portugal and the expansion of the EIC gave fierce
competition to Dutch merchants, which later on turned into Anglo-Dutch Wars. In the late
18 century, there was a tussle of dominance between the English and French. Initially the
French were successful in winning some of the wars, but later the British dominated and
defeated France. In 1765, EIC was authorized to collect revenues in Bengal, which helped
them to sustain their military activities in the rest of India. Between 1700 and 1860, the
composition of exports changed from processed products to raw materials and imports of
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finished products (Peter, 2002). In the second quarter of the 19* century, cotton, indigo and
opium accounted for the majority of India’s exports. After the revolt of 1857 against the
British EIC, India came under the direct rule of the British Crown. The British Raj lasted
from 1858 till India got Independence on 15 August 1947.

Section II: Opium Trade during British Colonialism

The section above suggests that it was not the British who brought opium to India, the
credit goes to the Portuguese and Dutch. They were the first to produce and trade opium
from India to China (Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2021). By 1773, the British
understood the important role of opium in the economy and there on became the leading
opium traders to China. At that time, British lost a huge sum of money while conquering
various territories of India, and they wanted to cash in India for the same, this gave rise to
a profitable business in opium. There was a high demand for Chinese tea, silk, furniture
and pottery by Britain and other European nations, however, Chinese imports from these
countries were quite low in terms of manufactured goods. Britisher found it difficult to
reimburse their import dues other than gold or silver. History tells us that the British have
been confronted with a trade imbalance with China and ran out of silver reserves, so they
found their solution in the opium trade. Revenue from opium trade become the third highest
revenue source for the EIC followed by the revenue from land and salt (Manuel, 2021)
(Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2021).

Opium was introduced by the Turks and the Arabs in China at the end of the 6th or early
7th century. Until the 17th century, Chinese opium consumption was confined to oral intake
used to relieve pain and tension and soon smoking opium became common in China. EIC
capitalised on this situation and increased its opium export legally as well as illegally to
China and in return obtained silver. China’s opium import rose from 200 chests to 1,000
chests annually from 1729 to 1767, and in 1830 it increased up to 10,000 chests per year. A
year before the First Opium War between British and China, in 1838 the average 40,000
chests were imported into China, this was the first time China faced negative trade balance
and British enjoyed the positive one (Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2021) (Office
of the Historian, Foreign Service Institute, 1789).

Money minting hypocritic British imperialist had just one motive to claw their expansion
at the expense of health of thousands of opium adductors and continued to dump as much
they could into China for their own benefits. Because of this, China faced serious social and
economic issues. As a result, in 1839, Qing Dynasty confiscated and destroyed more than
20,000 chests of British opium that was kept in a warehouse in Canton, Guangzhou. This
incident shattered by a war know as, the First Opium War between British and China,
which ended in 1842, British won and captured Nanjing, Nanking. After the defeat of China,
a peace treaty know as the Treaty of Nanjing was signed between the two. This discriminatory
treaty gave special rights to the British to use 5 different Chinese ports for trading
(Guangzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningbo, and Shanghai), moreover, it was agreed that China
will pay a large compensation and will also cede the island of Hong Kong to the Britain.
The British Supplementary Treaty of the Bogue (Humen), signed in October 8, 1843, gave
British citizens extraterritoriality! and most-favoured-nation status? (Britannica, T. Editors
of Encyclopaedia, 2021).
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The Second Opium War (1856-1860) took place between a British-French alliance and
China. After the defeat of China, a Treaty of Tientsin was signed in 1858 and China was
asked for greater concessions, to legalise opium trade, increasing the transportation of coolies
to European colonies, allowing Britain and French people to enter China and abolishing the
internal transit duties (lijin) on the imports (Zhihong, 2016) (Haythornthwaite, 2000). In
1860, when the Chinese refused to abide by the treaties, the alliance became hostile and
captured Beijing, then burned down the emperor’s summer palace, Yuanming Garden. Later,
China agreed to endorse the treaties and surrender the southern part of Kowloon Peninsula,
near Hong Kong (Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2021). These treaties between
western powers and China was better known as unequal treaties.

Section III: Colonial India opium trade with China

The following table shows Britain payment for Chinese imports, with 90% of these
payments destined for Chinese tea imports. The import value increased seven times in
seven decades; however, the share of British in Chinese imports was low.

Table 1: East India Co. Investment in Chinese Goods.

Period Investment
1761-1770 43,65,847
1771-1780 45,76,975
1781-1790 1,09,97,770
1791-1800 1,40,55,250
1801-1810%* 1,69,00,000
1811-1820%* 1,87,00,000
1821-1830 1,90,98,326
1831-1833 53,14,801
* an estimate based on incomplete records
Source: for 1761-1799 from E. H. Pritchard: The Crucial Years of
Early Anglo-Chinese Relations(New Your, reprint, 1970), p-396;fro
1800-1833 from Morse: opcit, II, IILIV, passim
Note: Whenever there is conversion from Canton currencies into British
currency , the rate are: 1 Spanish $=0.72 tacls= £1

British tea imports from China, was sustained through silver, British goods and Indian
goods. The following table represents the share of British silver, Indian and British good in
British export to China. The share of silver in India’s export to China was high during 1700,
gradually the share of silver declined and after the turn of century it became negligible. We
can also see that Indian goods had a high share in the Britain-India exports to China, and
gradually it occupied the major share. Because of the devaluation of the rupee, private
exporter in India found it more profitable to export Indian goods rather than British goods.
The credit for the expansion of the export share of Indian goods in the overall export, goes to
British obsession with Chinese tea.
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Table 2: Colonial India’s exports to China

Period British Silver British Good Indian Goods
£ % £ % £ %

1761-1770 24,93,190 | 52.3 11,13,951 | 23.4 1,55,040* | 24.3
1771-1780 7,50,363 | 14.0 14,82,967 | 28.0 30,78,795 | 58.0
1781-1790 31,68,626 | 24.3 28,65,392 | 22.0 71,21,936 | 54.7
1791-1799 16,09,743 | 8.7 68,52,858 | 37.2 99,61,004 | 54.1
1801-1810 negligible 1,10,00,000%* | 33.3 22000000%** | 66.7
1811-1820 negligible 85,00,000%*** | 28.3 2,15,02,772%**%% | 71.2
1821-1830 negligible 76,04,126 | 16.4 3,87,54,787 | 83.6
1831-1833 negligible 26,01,289 | 16.0 1,35,39,173 | 84.0
Note:

* Statistics of 1761-1763 missing

** an estimate.

*** an estimate based on the value of exports from Calcutta and Bombay

*x%% E1.C imports £ 8,213,926 private imports estimated at £ 287,000

**x%% E.1.C imports £ 3,823,772 private imports estimated at £ 17,670,000

Source: Data for 1761-1799 from Prichard: op cit, pp. 393-4,396, 401-2; for 1800-1833 from
Morse: op, cit, passim; Bengal Commercial Reports and Bombay Commercial Proceedings
(both in India Office Library, London), passim.

The table above shows how share of British silver considerably declined at the turn of
the century. In the earlier section, it was discussed that in 19th century opium replaced
silver as trade transfers from colonial India to China in exchange for tea and other imports
(Lintner, 2000). In mid-19% century the trade deficit turned into trade surplus, and silver
started to come back to India from China. India played a crucial role in British-Chinese
trade, as it was the largest producer of opium.

Opium was an important commodity in the triangular trade between British-China-India.
When we are discussing about the opium era of colonial India, we have two components to
discuss first, Bengal opium and second, Malwa opium. Bengal opium (produced in Bihar
and Orissa) trade can be termed as a lawful trade between colonialist India and China,
whereas Malwa opium transfers were illegal (not in the control of E.I.C) and was mainly
between non-colonialist India and China. After the defeat of Nawab of Bengal and French
in Battle of Plassey in 1757, the E.I.C officially controlled the Bengal. Thereafter, the company
started developing the east India into a leading opium producer. In 1808, the area under
opium cultivation was around 45,736 bighas, which rose to 2,82,792 bighas in 18383,

In the year 1820, the company took a decision to expand its Bengal opium production
under the Bengal presidency. In 1821, opium became the first traded commodity before tea
and remained at the top uptil late 19* century. The following table shows the number of
chests of opium exported from India to China in 1795-1840. In the period 1821-1830, India’s
opium export to China nearly tripled (Chung, 1974). This gave an opportunity to other
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opium producing areas to shove larger quantity than Bengal opium into the Chinese market
(Farooqui, 1995) and we can observe in the following table, in 1821-1830, Malwa opium
trade overshadowed Bengal opium trade to China.

Table 3: Number of Chests exported from India to China in 1795-1840

Period Bengal Malwa Total Annual Average
1795-1800 12,261 Nil 12,261 2,043.50
1801-1810 25,648 13,219 38,867 3,887
1811-1820 29,649 14,396 44,045 4,404.50
1821-1830 52,867 62,067 1,14,934 11,423
1831-1840 77,608 1,65,940 2,43,548 24,355

Source: Bengal Commercial Reports, vols. 13-52, H. B. Morse: The International Relations
of the Chinese Empire (Shanghai, 1910), 1,209, Hsin-pao Chang: Commissioner Lin and the
Opium War (Harvard, 1964), p.233.

Source: Bengal Commercial Reports, vols. 13-52, H. B. Morse: The International Relations of the
Chinese Empire (Shanghai, 1910), 1,209, Hsin-pao Chang: Commissioner Lin and the Opium War
(Harvard, 1964), p.233.

Section IV: Malwa story of opium trade

In the Chinese market, the biggest competitor of Bengal opium was the Malwa opium
(generic name of opium produce in Malwa region), it was managed by Non-Company
enterprises (Farooqui, 1995). D.E. Owen had mentioned that in the Chinese market, there
was a very tough competition between Bengal and Malwa varieties in the period from 1814
to 1818 (Owen, 1934). During colonial times, Malwa was under the indirect British rule
with several aboriginal leaders, of which the families of Schindia and Holkar were dominating,
reigning over different parts of Malwa. Tan Chug mentioned that Malwa opium had some
advantage over the Bengal opium, these were (Chung, 1974):

1. Chinese customer could get 75% of pure extracts from Malwa, compared to 57% from
Bengal.

2. Packing of Malwa opium was small and flat, whereas Bengal was large and spherical in
shape.

3. Malwa chest adopted Chinese units of weights, which made it easier to count.

Till the end of the first decade of the nineteenth century, E.I.C was not familiar with
Malwa opium, due to its clandestine nature. Expanding Malwa opium exports to the Chinese
market had created problems for the British administration as they had failed to stop this
expansion. The major reason behind this expansion was lack of British control directly over
the main opium-producing regions of western and central India. It was after winning the 3*¢
Anglo-Maratha war in 1817-1818, that the British expanded their territories. However,
they were unable to control the main areas of opium cultivation in western and central
India (Farooqui, 1995).

In the beginning of 1818, the British had tried to implement stringent policies to control
the growing and trade of Malwa opium. The Company was under an impression that by
choking the exit point of Malwa opium trade at Gujarat Cost they will be able to control its
expansion. Thus, it attempted to persuade the Indian rulers in Gujarat to retain control
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over the transit of Malwa opium through their territories. The other routes which were
through Rajasthan and Sindh, were beyond the control of the British administration and
therefore Malwa opium trade flourished through these routes. In 1820, British adopted a
strategy to purchase the Malwa opium from the free market, unfortunately their plan failed,
the private enterprises managed to keep the price high, and as a result, the Company was
unable to purchase a large portion of opium. Another reason of high price was that the
period 1820-21, was not good for opium cultivation. In 1823, British again changed its
strategy, instead of buying from the free market, they made arrangements to purchase
specified quantity of opium at a fixed price directly from the states of central India and
Rajasthan. The Company kept on changing its strategy to curb the Malwa opium trade, but
failed to do so [ (Farooqui, 1995) (Markovits, 2008)]. The British official realised that they
have to tolerate the presence of Malwa opium and half-heartedly opened the door of Bombay
port for Malwa trade in 1830. They tried to in-cash the situation by putting heavy duties on
the transit of Malwa opium through Bombay port. In 1821-1830, export of Malwa opium to
China through Bombay port was 41 lakhs, which rose more than 1 crore in 1831-1840 (Chung,
1974). By 1848-49, Bombay Government collected Rs. 8,870,000 as revenue from duty on
opium trade (Siddiqi, 1982).

Section V: Condition of Indian peasants cultivating opium

In 1773, E.I.C declared its monopoly over the Bengal opium trade. The monopoly meant
that opium produced was purchased by the Company on predefined prices and then sold to
the traders in an auction conducted at Calcutta. Initially, one year cultivation rights were
distributed by the Company to contractors by calling applications. Later in 1781, these
rights were extended to four years and in 1785 rights were distributed by an auction system.
Advances were given to the contractors, out of which some cash remittances were given to
the actual opium farmers.

In 1797, after abolishing the contract system, Company started to control the opium
cultivation directly by appointing its own agents. Private cultivation of poppy crops was
prohibited. The farmers were forced to work on Company norms, they were supposed to
produce a fixed amount and on a fixed plot of land, which was delivered to the agents based
on fixed government prices. If the farmers failed to fulfil their obligations, they were penalised
by paying 3 times the advances paid to them and if there was a shortfall in cultivation due
to farmer’s negligence, they were supposed to pay the principal advance with 22% interest,
later on it was increased to 24%. If the Company makes out that opium was sold to others,
then fines were imposed, the amount of fine depended on whether the illicit sales confiscated
or not (Prakash, 1987).

If the farmers wanted to be in the opium business, they didn’t had any choice other than
selling their produce to the Company. However he could refuse to cultivate opium and if he
do so, his land was assigned to some other peasant who agrees to cultivate poppy. There
was coercive behaviour of British against opium cultivators. Notwithstanding the Company’s
close control over opium production, the peasants were still able to illegally sell a certain
quantity of opium to other merchants (Prakash, 1987). It can be assumed that the price
which they get by selling outside, was much more then what they were getting from the
Company, Benoy Chowdhury has written that sometimes the illegal price was 6 times higher
than the monopoly price (Chowdhury, 1964). C.A Bayly has pointed out that Opium
production for the farmers was unproductive for them in terms of labour cost, however
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monopoly had severed an important role by providing an assured market for farmers to sell
there opium produce at a fixed price not depending on the size of produce ( Bayly, 1983).

The condition of peasants (both Bengal and Malwa region) involved in opium production
was pathetic. The job of farmers was only confined from cultivation to collection of juice.
Similar to the Bengal region in Malwa, opium production for growers was not cost effective,
the price which the farmers get barely covers their cost of production ( Bayly, 1983). With
few exceptions, opium farmers in Malwa did not sell their produce directly to the market.
They use to sell to traders, money lenders, sahukars, mahajans etc, who lend their money
as advances for opium production. Peasants were in continuous stress to pay high and
mandatory government land tax and demands of the various other stakeholders, which
forced them to take money on credit. We can get an idea of high land tax, under the governance
of Holkar Sarkar, the land rent of opium was 5 rupee and 8 annas per bigha, while for wheat
and jowar it was 1 rupee and 8 annas per bighas (Farooqui, 1995).

Benoy Chowdhury in his book has mentioned that opium farmers in Bengal region were
relatively better than Malwa farmers if they sold a portion of their produce to the private
traders on the price higher than the pre-fixed price by the E.IC (Chowdhury, 1964). It is
evident that, even though Malwa the opium monopoly was absent in the Malwa region,
farmers still couldn’t have a full control on their production.

Section VI: Parties in Opium trade

Operators were involved at every stage of opium trade i.e, cultivation, transit through
territories, shipping through ports and in cities where auction took place. The important
communities that were involved in opium trade were Muslim’s, Parsi’s, Gurjrati’s and
Marwari’s. At cultivation stage, sahukars were involved, which were often Marwaries. Next
Gomasthas mostly Marwari’s and Gujaraties, collected the semi-refined opium from sahukars
and changed them into refined opium, which was packed into chests for transportation.
There used to be managers, who used to manage the process from production to packaging.
The famous names were, Ganga Appa in territory under Schindia’s and trading house of
Tantiah Joog in Holkar’s court. Marwari merchants use to organise the caravan trips for
opium transit through routes crossing Rajasthan and Sindh. Opium used to be shipped
through Portuguese occupied ports, mainly Daman or Bombay. Gujarati merchants used to
bribe the Portuguese officials and smuggle opium to China. There were the big capitalists
and speculators who were involved in the opium auctions in Gujarat, Bombay and Calcutta
(Markovits, 2008).

History of opium trade indicates that most of the trade was facilitated through Bombay
and Daman port. Gradually after 1830, Bombay port became a hub for opium trade. British
finally accepted the presence of Malwa trade and started collecting heavy transit cost. The
flourishing opium trade through Bombay port brought many business communities to Bombay
(Calangutcar, 2006-2007). In 1820’s, many Parsis, Marwaris, Gurjaratis and Muslims started
establishing their opium business base at Bombay (Farooqui, 1995).

Amalendu Guha has written about the important role played by the Parsi entrepreneurs
in the rise of Malwa opium trade in the western India and Bombay (Guha, 1969). Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy (1783-1859) was a prominent Parsi merchant. He gained wealth through opium
trade had started his journey with his relatives and later established his own company in
1818. By 1830, along with his other Indian partners he gained a monopoly in the supply
network of Malwa opium, which was supplied through Bombay port to China. By the time
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he retired, he had an estimated wealth of Rs. 40 crore. Later on, he became a philanthropist
and queen gave him the award for the same. [ (Palsetia, 2009) (Palsetia, 2005) (Manuel,
2021) (Swamy, 2021)].

Section VII: Moral Consent on Opium Trade

There was always been a trade-off between Economic and Ethical views on Opium trade.
The trade in opium had created huge reservoirs of revenue for the colonist and other sections
of the society that were directly or indirectly linked to the opium trade. Ethical questions
started being raised due to the fact that opium has addictive nature with inelastic demand.
At the start of the 20* century, anti opium movements had gained momentum. In London,
Christians and Liberals resonated that opium trade through India was immoral. The efforts
of these groups became fruitful in 1917, the year when India’s exports of opium to China
were prohibited (Lintner, 2000).

Tomas Manuel and M.R.N Swamy in their books have mentioned that Indian nationalist
had turned a blind eye or reacted quite late to the problem that had the cropped due to the
opium trade. It may be because opium was a huge source of revenue, and it was costly to
lose it. They were considering alcohol over opium; it may be because the opportunity cost of
alcohol was high among the middle class Indian, addiction of alcohol was seen as an economic
danger especially for the middle class. For the first time in 1924, the Congress passed the
resolution against opium; however, it was more about the resistance from the international
forces like, China, which was strongly opposing opium consumption and trade. Therefore,

Iinternational consensus played an important role in wiping out opium at the start of the
20% century [ Manuel, 2021) (Swamy, 2021)].

Section VIII: Summary

The British became the most prosperous of India’s imperial powers, in the 18®* and 19*
century; through the trade of cotton, indigo and opium. In the pre-colonial period, opium
was used for medical, ritual and ceremonial purpose. British changed this scenario, thus
making opium a profitable commercial crop in India during 18 and 19 century (Deshpande,
2009).

Opium worked as a solution to the British-India negative trade balance with China.
English colonists utilized India, the largest producer of opium in the 19* Century. Later
British declared monopoly over the opium trade in the Bengal and Bihar region, however,
opium production and trade in the Malwa region remained inaccessible. British failed to
curb the Malwa opium trade, which was a tough competitor of Bengal opium trade in the
Chinese market. In 1830, British half-heartedly opened Bombay port for Malwa opium, by
collecting heavy transit duties. Bombay port became trading hub for opium in 19* century,
which attracted many business communities to Bombay. Major trading communities were
Marwaries, Muslims, Parsies, and Gujaraties.

The condition of the peasants involved in the opium cultivation was not so pleasant. It is
a myth that the condition of opium cultivators of Bihar region were the only victims with
miserable conditions, the same condition was reported in the Malwa region as well. The
debate between economic benefits and ethical loss from opium trade from India did last
long. It is a fact that, because of international consensus over societal damage done by
opium trade that in the start of 20* century the trade of opium trade from India to China
was banned.
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! Means that if some Britisher is accused for a crime done by him in China, the local laws will not
be applicable on him, but would be tried by British courts.

2 If Chinese government gave any special consideration to one partner nation it might be granted
to other foreign countries.
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Good Governance through
Constitutional Adjudication and
Constitutionalism
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Good Governance is means government in consonance with the values of constitution
and constitutionalism. There eight indicators of Good Governance as per the United Nations
are “Participatory, Rule of Law, Transparency, Responsiveness, Consensus Oriented, Equity
and Inclusiveness, Effectiveness and Efficiency, and Accountability.” The role of the
Constitutional Courts is significant in the good governance. The present scenario is
commitment to the principles of democracy, rule of law implanted in constitutionalism, and
good governance.

The Constitution for any state is a breathing document which breathes with its own
principles. Every provision of the Indian constitution is rule of law it runs like a golden
thread in the entire Constitution. Through the principle of judicial review the judiciary
plays dual role as the protector of the Constitution and the guardian of fundamental rights.

Constitutional adjudication is foremost function of Constitutional Courts in a democracy.
It could be one of three things. Firstly, the adjudication of a question of law upon the
touchstone of a constitutional principle. Secondly, the testing of one constitutional principle
with another constitutional principle and thirdly the understanding of a constitutional
provision by which the scope and expanse of a provision is increased. During the
Constitutional adjudications there is one common factor that has to be kept in mind, being
that Constitution of nation is the supreme law and that any interpretation that would run
counter to the constitution has to be avoided.

The basic structure doctrine effectively prevents the legislature from exceeding its limits
and fixed the accountability of the intuitions of the State and last but not least the personality
of the constitution must kept unchanged. Constitution is a means to for regulating the life of
a nation, this article focuses on Good Governance through Constitutional Adjudication and
Constitutionalism and investigates the different methods constitutional interpretation. The
author concludes that the law at no point of time can be static concept. It has to evolve from
time to time to ease the life of the people. The role the judiciary is equal with other organs of
the government in the area good governance and transformative constitutionalism.

Key words: Good Governance, constitutionalism, Rule of Law, judicial review,
constitutional interpretation, transformative constitutionalism.

“Invisible constitution” “floats in a vast, deep Ocean and crucially and invisibly in an
ocean of ideas and experiences. And it is only in the depths of that ocean that the Constitution
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finds its true meaning. It is by judicial interpretation that many times you breathe life into
constitution and find its true meaning. Law cannot be confined to the mere words of the
Constitution disregarding the gloss which life has written upon them. The courts fidelity to
the Constitution secures its own subordination. But fidelity and creativity are not
necessarilyantagonistic; they may with devoted insight enhance one another!”

Prof. Lawrence Tribe

The ‘Constitution’ is a basic law of the country, it establishes the government and function
and to demarcate the power of the organs of the government. The Constitution of India is
breathing document capable of growth and expansion within accepted restrictions. It is a
power map and symbolizes the values, principles and goal. The constitution mirrors the
soul of the nation and is expression of highest will. Indian Constitution is a momentous
viaduct between the past of a separated and conflicted society with unspeakable pain and
injustice and a hope set up on the cosmopolitan values.

Good Governance: “good governance” plays a very important role in the governmental
system and objective of every democratic country.? The term “governance” refers to all process
of governing undertaken by Government and non-governmental organizations.’It is a process
of functioning and exercising authority to regulate affairs of the citizens. The “engine of
good governance” is not only executive but all other stakeholders e.g., legislature, judiciary,
media and civil society. The principles of good governance, however, are not new. In ‘good
governance the government and its institutions are ‘accountable, effective and efficient,
participatory, transparent, responsive, consensus-oriented, and equitable’. The citizens are
empowered to take part in significant manner at the executive level.

Democracy and good governance: Democracy is a multifaceted as it is related to the
principle of self-determination and confers autonomy to the people to make a decision on
which suitable for them. In this system there is contribution of the citizens, directly or
indirectly in the formation of the government. The right to democratic governance should be
added-on with a fleshier concept of good governance.

In Good governance there is interaction between the office-holders in power and of citizens.
The idea of good governance is the objective of both regional and constitutional law as well
as of global law*. The citizens are entitled to be ruled in an excellent manner. It means the
instrumentalities of the state to recognize human rights and dignity of the person while
carrying out public affairs. The role of the citizens is active, accountable, responsive and
above all of law abiding prudent man.

Constitutional law differs from ordinary law in that it is not mere law but fountainhead
of all laws. One of the most fundamental needs for constitutional interpretation is, by its
nature, constitutional rights are drafted in abstract terms and not absolute terms. Another
1mportant function of constitutional interpretation is to ensure that legislations that are
passed by the legislature are not in contravention of the constitution. This is on the premise
that a parliament is not supreme, but a constituted body. Therefore any law that is passed
by the parliament which contravenes a constitutional principle would be void. The issue is
regarding the principles on which a constitutional court would interpret the constitution to
a given situation. Constitutional Adjudication or Constitutional interpretation is one of the
foremost functions of constitutional courts in a democratic set up.

The codified constitution is nation founding document, which serves dual purpose of
establishing the state and the rules for its governance. After the implementation of the
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constitution the test of its working and execution starts. At this stage role of Constitutional
adjudication comes into picture and plays crucial role. It bears a complicated connection
with constitutional alteration. The necessity of adjudication arises as Constitution is a Multi
generation document and particularly where the provision is abstract in nature.®

Constitutional Adjudication is one of the main functions of the constitutional Courts in a
democratic republic. It is the process by which the constitutional Courts are dealing with
the legitimacy and test of any Act or an administrative action. The ‘Constitutional law’ is
dissimilar from ordinary law in objects sources, from the making of ordinary law, in rank
and constitutional law is characterized by a certain weakness compared to ordinary law.
Ordinary law is made by the government and applied and implemented on the public and if
there is any disobedience administration is entitled to impose sanctions. Constitutional law
1s supreme law and applies to the government also and if there is disobedience the problem
of imposing the sanctions arises. Here the role constitutional courts and constitutionalism
becomes crucial. The core of constitutionalism is the submission of government to law; the
very core of constitutional adjudication is to enforce constitutional law vis-a-vis government.
A constitution without constitutional adjudication is just like not having a constitution at
all.®

Constitutionality of a statute: The constitution is supreme in India and supremacy of
parliament only in the area where provided by the Constitution itself. A law to be valid
must conform to the constitutional norms. It reflects adjudication of a question of law upon
the yardstick of a constitutional principle.” It is also the testing of one constitutional rule
with another constitutional rule®. The interpretation of a constitutional provision by which
the scope and area of a provision is increased.’ In each of these interpretations there is one
thing that has to keep in mind, being that the constitution of a nation is the supreme law
and that any interpretation that would be run counter to the to the constitution has to be
avoided.

Doctrine of interpretation followed from A K Gopalan Case!’ to Justice Puttaswami (retd.)
Case’! in the interpretation of the Constitution

1. Doctrine of Article 21 being sole repository of right to life and personal liberty!?
2. Doctrine of inalienable and natural right to life and personal liberty!?
3. Doctrine of Absence of arbitrariness or doctrine of fairness and reasonableness
4. Doctrine of effect or consequences on Fundamental Rights.!*
5. Doctrine of mutual exclusivity or Doctrine of object or Form of state action?®
6. Doctrine of inter-relationship of Fundamental Rights!®
7. Doctrine of post decisional hearing!’
8. Doctrine of Inalienable and Natural Right to life and Personal liberty®®
9. Doctrine of pith and substance®.
10. Doctrine of territorial Nexus.*
11. Doctrine of colorable legislation?.
12. Doctrine of repugnancy.?
13. Doctrine of harmoniums construction.??
14. Doctrine of severability.*
15. Doctrine of eclipse.?

Methods of Constitutional adjudications: The Originalism and Living Constitution are

the two main schools come in picture in the adjudication of the constitution. The Textualism
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or Orignalsim is largely the same thing. It is also referred to as a model of “fidelity”.
Interpreting the meanings of the words used therein without placing, excessive reliance on
the intention. In originalsit approach means ‘what does it means have to be taken
consideration’ not ‘what it ought to mean’. The purpose is to prevent the change of personality
of the Constitution and the main issue is how the sovereignty of the constitution remains in
hand people of the county. Once it comes in hand of the judges they will give different color
and shades, then color of constitution of changes according to their philosophy, ideas, and
psychology. The color of your constitution changes over time if the approach of interpretation
not mechanized as per the values of the Constitutionalism.

Orginalism School has two branches first is “intentionalist” where ‘intention’ is important
and second one is ‘Textualist’ where ‘text’ is most important rather than intention of the
framers.?® The framers of the Constitution may have their own personal vendetta, affiliation,
social, economic and political background. It means while they are framing the constitution
their intention cannot be common. The Living constitution contemplates that constitutional
a law 1s not a static document but is a dynamic document. That which evolves itself over a
period of time and with such evolution over a period a time its interpretation would also
need to be altered keeping in mind the needs of the society. The fight between original and
living interpretation gives to another approach- living originalism.

Textualism and Living interpretation: In the starting A. K. Gopalan Case?” ‘orginalisic’
interpretation followed by the Courts than shifted to more living.?® In Keshavananda Bharathi
v. State of Kerala®’ the Supreme Court of India observed that the words ‘reason’ and
‘reasonable’ denoted the law of nature, which the different jurisdiction referred to differently
but connoted the same meaning. The phrases “procedure established by law” and “due process
of law”, according to the Court were nothing more than an interplay of words that have the
‘same soul but different bodies’. The fight between the “due process” phrase and the “procedure
established by law” phrase finally concluded in the ruling of Maneka Gandhi v. Union of
India®’ held that the procedure that was contemplated in Article 21 had to be a ‘fair, just
and an equitable’ procedure and similarly the law had to be a reasonable law and not just
any enacted piece. The Supreme Court of India significantly moved from its original stand
of textutalism to a more living constitutional stand. The Court has read the Art 21, the
rights that have not expressly written either in the const or statue to its citizens but has
held each of the right are critical for the welfare and well being of the citizens

In Sunil Batra v. Delhi Administration®' the Court stated, “True our Constitution has no
‘due process’ clause but after R C Cooper Case’? and Maneka Gandhi Case?® the consequence
1s the same.” After the Maneka Gandhi, in a number of subsequent cases the Apex Court, in
M. H. Hoskot v. State of Maharashtra®®; Hussainara Khatoon v. Home Secretary, State of
Bihar?’; Jolly George Verghese v. Bank of Cochin®® has also continued approving the due
process clause into the Constitution. The Supreme Court shifted towards a living
constitutional interpretation by vesting rights that were hitherto unknown to the people by
a mean of interpreting the constitution. In this context Justice Vivan Bose in State of West
Bengal v. Anwar All Sarkar?’said “I find it impossible to read these portions of the
Constitution without regard to the background out of which they arose. I cannot blot out
their history and omit from consideration the brooding spirit of the times. They are not just
dull, lifeless words static and hide-boundas in some mummified manuscript, but, living
flames intended to give life to a great nation and order its being, tongues of dynamic fire,
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potent to mould the future as well as guide the present. The Constitution must, in my
judgment, be left elastic enough to meet from time to time the altering conditions of a changing
world with its shifting emphasis and differing needs.”

The foremost objection of a living constitution is not that constitutionalism done by the
courts, which is a body that is not elected by the people nor does it owe its allegiance to the
people unlike a legislative body. Such being the case, originalists would contend that if
there are fundamental changes that are required to be made to the constitution, such changes
must be made in the form of amendments and not just through judicial decisions which do
not have the backing of the people. The law at no point of time can be a static concept. It has
to evolve from time to time to suit the needs of the people. It is no atypical fact that those
who knock on the doors of the Court are the common men and women to whom the law at no
point of time can or should be of a nature that hinders their path to justice.

Constitutionalism: The very soul of constitutionalism is the commitment to the value of
constitution. The constitutional Courts in its judgments have tried to decode the ‘idea’ of
constitutionalism and has used the term ‘constitutionalism’.?® The term constitutionalism
1s the blend of two words. One is ‘constitutionalism’ and the second, ‘constitutionalism’. The
last syllable the “ism” has an additional meaning(s) that denote a theory Constitutionalism
is important word for various aspects of study of constitutions.

Transformative constitutionalism: Transformative constitutionalism is a “long-term
project of constitutional enactment, interpretation, and enforcement committed in a historical
context of conducive political developments) to transforming a country’s political and social
institutions and power relationships in a democratic, participatory, and egalitarian
direction.”® The role of the Judiciary invested with the power of judicial review or
constitutional review which is based on the principle is that all laws are to be tested on the
touchstone of constitutional law. The Supreme Court is the guardian of the constitution and
the arbiter of all functions of all the organs of the state. It is for the court to uphold the
Constitutional values and enforce the constitutional limitations. Judicial Review is the power
of the superior courts to test the legality of any action.

Judicial Attitude on constitutionalism: The Apex Court used the term Constitutionalism
while delivering the judgments?® and constitutionalism must be echoed while the
instrumentality of the state allocating the natural resources.*’ Constitutionalism is not
assured by the simple existence of a Constitution. Not constitution can be entirely written
or unwritten. *2 The end of the story is that the law is for the help of the common man this is
the yardstick and to be kept in central point viz-a viz allegiance to democratic values,
constitutionalism, accountability, transparency and the rule of law.?” The Constitution
assigned duty to every limbs of the government of caring the interests of, the welfare of and
the security of the homeland. The supremacy of judicial review accepted to guarantee that
lawmaking and law executing powers will remain intra vires. Nonetheless, the core of
constitutionalism is that no one above the constitution and the judicial self-control cannot
entail abandonment of the constitutional assigned job.* The Judicial review is an inbuilt
part of constitutionalism and can not be diluted.*

A Constitution is a thing forerunner to an authority, and ‘good governance’ is a child of
the Constitution. Constitutional law accepts the survival of a State and rules that legalize
the composition and role of the key limbs and their bonding with each other and to the social
order. In a codified Constitution, the jurisdiction of interpretation lies with the constitutional
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courts.*® The ‘Access to Justice’ and Social Justice are allied and without the former the
latter cannot be realized.*"The Constitutionalism, rule of law and democratic governance
are critical ways to institute an ‘egalitarian social order’ which is most important preambular
objectives.?® In India the President and Governor, a replicate of a constitutional monarch
and a Cabinet answerable to Parliament, substantially embodying the conventions of the
British Constitution-not a turnkey project imported from Britain, but an. edifice made in
India with the know-how of British Constitutionalism.*® Article 14 is face of the classless
will of the Constitution and is a patent cursor that arbitrariness is enemy of equality. The
powers under Article 72 and Article 161 must be exercised within the four walls of the
constitutionalism.*The Constitutionalism or constitutional cultures are not assured by the
simple existence of a Constitution. The political maturity and traditions of the electorate
afford essence to a Constitution and the power of the legislature is to be read with the
constitutionalism.! The teaching community should renovate their pledges with a spiritual
in the framework of Constitutionalism, with secular principles to help the state to achieve
an equal social order under the rule of law.%?There is no place of arbitrariness in the exercise
of constitutional power and every type of power including constitutional power is subject to
Constitutionalism.?® Similarly “The power to pardon, grant remission and commutation,
being of the greatest moment for the liberty of the citizen, cannot be a law unto itself but
must be informed by the finer canons of constitutionalism.”?® In the territory of
constitutionalism the principles of mutual trust and respect between the functionaries, helps
in strengthening the working of the Constitution.®®

The constitutionalism dislikes totalitarianism and dictatorship. It is based on the principle
of rule of law where subjective satisfaction is replaced by objectivity as per the provisions of
the Constitution. This ultimately leads conversion of the democratic theory and
constitutionalism in to moral relativism and moral realism.**Constitutionalism relates to
the limits and aspirations and the interpretation of the Constitution as a codified text is
concerned with aspirations to social justice, fraternity and fundamental principles.’"The
Constitution is a blood written document, prized heritage and, its identity not be allowed
destroyed at any cost.®®

The principle of constitutionalism works on the model of controlled Constitution, check
and balance and the separation of powers along with justifies principle of legality.?® In the
reign of constitutionalism there is accountability of power its use only for endorsement of
constitutional principles and dreams.®* And the very fundamental nature of constitutionalism
1s no limb of the government can travel beyond the area specified in the Constitution.®!

Conclusion and Suggestions: The Constitution should not be too flexible or too rigid. It is
not easy to redraft the constitution. If it is too rigid, it will hinder the growth of the vital,
living, organic and vibrant people. The conflict between originalism, living constitution,
and constitutionalism can be resolved by the rule of law, separation of powers, and judicial
review. In the commencement, the Supreme Court followed the textualist approach. In A.K.
Gopalan Case® the Supreme Court decided that Art. 19, Art. 21 and Art. 22 related exclusively
diverse issues, and be interpreted as separate provisions. The Supreme Court started using
other methods of understanding. In a historical case of the Fundamental Rights Case,® the
Apex Court ruled that amendment power of the union legislature is subject to the “doctrine
of basic structure”. The Court also unconditionally abandoned the approach Gopalan Case
in Maneka Gandh Case and changed the personality and aura of Art. 21.5
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Three Stages of the Public interest litigation®

Stage-I: The focus on to protect Article 21, relaxation of the rule of locus standi so that
that poverty illiteracy and ignorance not be allowed barrier to access to justice.

Stage -I1: The focus on the environment, ecology and ecosystem
Stage-III: The focus on maintaining the integrity, transparency and good governance.

Morality and ‘Living Constitution: The Supreme court of India used constitutional
morality as a tool of interpretation while applying the doctrine of judicial review. In Nauvtej
Singh Johar v. Union of India,% the Court observes, “The Constitutional Courts have to
recognize that the Constitutional rights would become a dead letter without their dynamic,
vibrant and pragmatic interpretation. Therefore, it is necessary for the Constitutional Courts
to inculcate in their judicial interpretation and decision making a sense of engagement and
a sense of constitutional morality so that they, with the aid of judicial creativity, are able to
fulfill their foremost constitutional obligation, that is, to protect the rights bestowed upon
the citizens of our country by the Constitution.” The Transformative Constitutionalism and
the role of the judicial arm, it notes that “the idea is to steer the country and its institutions
in a democratic egalitarian direction where there is increased protection of fundamental
rights and other freedoms.” In Kapila Hingorani v. State of Bihar®” the Supreme Court
observed that, “the interpretation of the Constitution or the laws cannot remain static. New
rights will originate from the scheme of the ‘Constitution’ and leads to expansions of sphere
of constitutional law. A Constitution is a living document with the inbuilt mechanism it
expands itself and the Courts also possess positive position towards this expansion.®The
understanding of the ‘Constitution’ cannot be fixed to its original meaning and intention;
otherwise the Constitution cannot meet the expectations of the humanity.®

Basic structure doctrine and living constitution: The challenging relationship between
the living constitution and the basic structure can be progressively lessened. In Kesavananda
Bharti Case™ the doctrine of basic structure laid down this doctrine but not defined. After
Bharti Case™, several other features declared basic. In Election Case™, ‘free and fair elections’
in Raghunathrao™, the principle of equality, in Mandal Commission Case’™, the ‘rule of law’
in L. Chandra Kumar Case,” judicial review, in S.R. Bommai’, federalarlsim and secularism,
in JMM Bribery Case’ ‘parliamentary’ democracy, in 9th schedule case™, the Art. 14 Art. 19
and Art. 21, the ‘golden triangle’ in M. Nagaraj Case,” ‘egalitarian equality’ was declared as
basic structure.

Use of Doctrine of Basic Structure to strike down the constitutional amendments:
In 1964 17* CA, Art. 13(2)%.
In 1971 the 25" CA, Art. 31C.%
In 1973 the 32 CA, Art. 371(1).%2
In 1975 the 36% CA, Art. 329. In August 1975, the Thirty-Ninth Amendment, which
among many other provisions withdrew the election of the Prime Minister from judicial
review.%?
In 1976 the 427 CA, Art. 368 (4) & (5).%
In 1985 the 52" CA, 1985 10th Sch. 7t Para®.
In 1976 the 42" CA, Art. 323 A (2)(d)®¢

In 2015 the Constitution (Ninety-Ninth Amendment) Act, 2014 (99th Amendment) along
with the National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014 (NJAC Act). Art. 124A,
Art. 124B & Art. 124-C.%
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Living constitutionalism is principally the course of action of constitutional expansion
fashioned by the dealings of the courts with different organs of the government. To be aware
of living constitutionalism, awareness of constitutional construction is important. It’s hard
to discount the argument that judicial activism can occasionally turn into judicial overreach,
resulting in democratic gridlock. When the people delegate all of its major decisions to the
judiciary, it misses out on the democratic exhilaration of fighting things through the
democratic process.

Digitalization of the Courts rooms and artificial intelligence be used wherever possible.
The Police Reforms to be implemented as per guidelines of the Supreme Court.*®There should
be restructuring of the complaint system in criminal law and filing e-FIRs be initiated.

Criminalization of Politics, corruption and delay in disposal of cases are great Challenges
to Good Governance.® Corruption is foremost barrier in humanizing the eminence of
governance.” There should be creation of special courts for political corruption and Resort
Politics.? Though the Supreme Court plays important role in the creation of right of
education? still the right to education be more strengthen towards the quality of education
so that free and intelligent public opinion be created which plays very important role for
good governance. There should be Transparency in appointment of judges and creation of
national judicial infrastructure authority of India (NJIAI). The political parties and RTI:
Political parties are most becoming most corrupt institution® need to be included under
RTI. The constriction of the constitution must be welfaric understandable to prudent man.
The healthiest, longest, widest, strongest constitution can continues as such if the people
dealing with it are of positive and welfaric attitude. The check and balance is invisible
element i.e., constitutionalism remains always behind the textual personality of the law.

(Footnotes)
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Digital Technology: Safe and
Responsible Use in School and
Colleges

Dr. Shailja Anand Srivastava
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Education is continuously changing. It should be according to our society, culture and in
present time our needs. At present modernization in every aspects is continuously going on.
So digital technology has modified nearly aspects of modern life. Education become more
interactive due to technology. Due to gasification the education has made learning fun and
interactive. In fact it has also made it easier to understand difficult subjects. We can see in
some of the areas like travel, work, entertainment, shopping, communication etc that have
been transformed in recent decades. Digital technology define that devices which is more
faster, lighter, compact and more versatile. We can store huge amount of knowledge and
most around virtually immediately.

So digital technology is a powerful tool that can transform and support education in a
lots of ways, to make easier for teachers and students. Digital technology also increase
access to education resources. It also increased student engagement and children can learn
at their pace with digital tools. Digital technology has also change the duties, responsibilities
and role of teachers and students. Traditionally, teachers were the main source of information
for children. But with the internet, information is accessible to everyone shifting the role of
teachers. It is also a large part of our lives outside of the classroom. So, incorporating them
in to education makes sense.

Importance of digital technology

Digital technology has great importance in various aspects like social connectivity, learning
opportunities, versatile working, information storage, communication speeds, editing etc. It
makes easy to stay in touch friends, family and work fastly even we are in another part of
the word. We can express through various aspects like video, audio, words and exchange
other media. It helps users to socialize through website nobody feels isolated in the digital
word via social media, messaging, mobile phones, laptops, tablets etc. Our nature of work
has also been transformed by digital technology. It increase connectivity options like work
from home and as remote working becomes increasing very common. We can done our work
from not only hundreds or even thousands of miles away without any difficulties. There is
no need for all workers to be present in the same building. It also increase learning
opportunities. Lessons and courses now can be delivered virtually online. We can easily
interact with most of the world population and we can learn directly from sources. It is very
helpful for those people having disabilities. It is increasing going machines smarter which
means better standards of safety or a better experience for the user. Digital technology also
enables the storage of massive amounts of information in small spaces. We can store large
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amount of media like photos, videos, music etc on small devices. It has also a great importance
in the field of media that is information can be easier to edit or manipulate. So we can see that
digital technology safe and has great importance and responsible use in school and colleges.

Digital technology impacting what, where, how and why students learn. At present time
most of the schools and colleges are using digital technology like the internet, laptops and
tablets to easily and effectively connects students with the wide range of digital services
and resources. Digital technology has many benefits of learning but also has some challenges
and potential risks for students, colleges and schools. These challenges are real and create
problems to school and colleges. We can broadly classified digital technology as follows-
cyber safety, cyber crime and cyber security. Digital technology have a great role but it must
be balanced through strategies that initiate skill development , knowledge for safe and
responsible use of digital technology. It should also promote opportunities for students who
are involved in the management of digital technology at the school. It should also promote
corporation of the whole community in preventing and responding to incidents . Finally it’s
goals is to ensure the online safety for all the students.

Digital technology enhances the probability of employment prospects and individual
variances in career choice. It’s application gives permission to a students to participate,
investigate and partake in logical methodology. There is some disadvantages of digital
technology is also that is it is associated with sleep disorders among children when they used
for long time. It also causes psychological or behavioral issues such as anxiety, depression,
attention deficit or hyper activity disorder. Playing computer games induces a Rush of
adrenaline. So there are numerous ways in which technologies can disrupt children’s bedtime.

Aims
It’s measure aim to support school and colleges in the management of safe and responsible
use of digital technology for learning. Its purpose to provide information to the principal

and teachers through digital technology. Responsible use of technology means engaging
with technology safety respectfully and understanding right from wrong.

The overall aims for school and colleges is to create a learning environment involving the
safe and responsible use of digital technology. This is largely achieved by positive and motivated
culture of digital technology use where challenges are understood to exit. This approach should
reduce negative outcomes by- Reducing the incidents of misconduct involving digital technology.
Minimizing harm to students by effectively responding to incidents when they occur.

Steps for Use Digital Technology Safe and Responsibly

Digital technology as a valuable learning resource is immense. if students use the internet
without safety awareness they may fall prey to legal activity or abuse such as cyber bullying,
fraud or something even more serious. so awareness of internet safety norms is absolutely
in dispensable to make children free to explore knowledge without feeling intimidated.

As a responsible user of technology student should follow the following steps like- keep
username and passwords private, completely log out of computers and other technology
services before leaving a computer, keep the documents and electronic data secure , use the
technology ethically, students should do the best to keep the technology in there possessions
safe and secure. They do not take technology from school unless given permission. They
should use technology for only educational purposes. Schools need to promote a safe and
secure educational environment for effective teaching and learning.
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Measures to Use Digital Technology in a Safe and Responsible
Manner

The measures that need to be promoted to ensure the safe and responsible use of digital
technology have been stated as follows: ( Digital technology,2015)

Prevention- The prevention activities that involve digital technology is better than coping
with the problems that arise. An effective prevention strategy is comprised of activities
such as promotional that guide the learning of the young individuals in the digital world
and protective, these aim to alleviate the risk by implementation of protecting, support and
Iintervention strategies.

Incident response-

There are occurrence of risks and to cope up with them in an efficient manner, it is vital
to eliminate the risk associated with incidents. The educational institutions develop response
plans, before any kind of incident occurs. The main purpose of the incident response is to
alleviate distress and maintain security and protection. Emphasis is put up on the behaviour
of the Individuals and one should maintain the integrity of the digital services. Schools
advised to take the measures like educate students for safe and effective use of internet,
make children explicitly aware of the rule for the acceptable use of the internet, install
effective firewalls filtering and monitoring software mechanism in all the computers and
regularly review filtering and blocking policies and procedures, various types of unsolicited
contains available on internet must be blocked, isolate internet access from other school
network, deploy digital surveillance system, make students using the internet to work in
highly visible areas of the school, supervise and monitor all online activities in the light of
educational objectives, allow students to access only pre selected websites appropriate to
their age group, aware the teachers and other school staffs about internet safety norms,
take strict disciplinary action against those who attempt to bypass filtering or to access in
appropriate or illegal material, sensitize the parents about internet safety norms, disable
the usernames and passwords of those who leave the school promptly, avoid digital and
video images of individual students or teachers on school websites for safety of children, use
only the license version of software’s etc.

Safety of children in the school bus also- it is advise that the mobile phone to be made
available in each of the school bus to deal with unprecedented emergency should be of basic
model without internet facility and data storage. It is informed that carrying electronic
communication devices transmission is not permitted in school and school bus without
permission and verification of school authorities. The principal of the school and transport
in charge should check the mobile phone available with the attendant of the bus.

Check And Control

Duties and responsibilities of Guardians/ Teachers

It should be the responsibility of the parents in homes that the purpose for which their
children are moving forward in digital technology is actually being fulfills or not, whether
they are going in the right direction or not. They should keep checking, their children are
not using digital technology safely and responsibely. So there is a need to control them.
Similarly teachers should have a role in schools and colleges to monitor students from time
to time to ensure that there the steps are going right in the direction of digital technology or
not. So there should also control whether the purpose for which digital technology is being
used is actually being full filled or not. Thus digital technology through check and control,
1irresponsibily and unsefe uses can be reduced.
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So we have several advantages of learning through digital technology and at the same
time have some disadvantages in education. According to(Digital technology, 2015) cited by
Kapoor 2018 “the digital challenges are real and prove to be impediments within the course
of attainment of knowledge and information. Measures are required to be implemented to
overcome the problems and challenges associated with digital technology.

Conclusion

It has been understood that digital technology has gained prominence all over the world.
All individuals have purposes that make use of digital technology. They have to communicate
with others, acquire information, generate awareness, share information and upgrade their
knowledge and skills. In order to achieve the purpose, it is vital for the individuals to possess
efficient knowledge and skills to make use of digital technology. In order to achievement of
goals and objectives it is vital that individuals be provided within the tools and equipment
that i1s required to collaborate and work in integration.

In education and management to avoid un favorable effects and different ownership one
should adopt clear road maps to ensure that digital workplace provides miserable business
values and individuals are able to put into operations various technologies that may enhance
their job functions. There are numerous types of digital technologies. Laptops, Smartphone,
computers are the ones that are extensively made use of in all areas. The individuals make
use of these technologies in the management of their homes. So it 1s vital for the individuals
to posses the knowledge of what are the technologies within the organization, in which they
are working and how their use will vary.
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Demystifying the Different
Stages of Crime

Dr. Savita Mishra

Abstract

Crime poses a threat to the well-being and security of society, putting its members at
risk. To deter citizens from engaging in anti-social and barbaric actions, punishment serves
as a guiding principle in criminal laws. Unlike civil law, which focuses on individual rights,
criminal offenses primarily impact public interests. It’s important to note that an act itself
1s not inherently criminal; it only becomes illegal when the actor commits it with the required
intent to do harm. In this study, the researcher aims to explore and shed light on the various
stages of criminal behavior, aiming to provide clarity in distinguishing punishable stages
from those that are not. Furthermore, it is crucial to conduct an analysis with other countries
and examine the rules that exist for differentiating between various stages of crime. This
would contribute to enhancing our understanding of the subject matter. Moreover, the stages
of crime play a significant role in determining the severity of punishment, making it
1imperative to provide detailed explanations and elucidate their significance.

Introduction

Criminal law is the body that defines acts that are illegal and can affect individuals,
property, and society. Crime endangers and jeopardises well-being and security of the society.
Punishment is used as a torchbearer in these criminal laws. This is done to discourage and
ban citizens from anti-social and barbaric actions and behaviour. A key aspect of criminal
offenses 1s that they affect public interests rather than individual rights that are part of
civil law. In India, criminal law is governed by both substantive and procedural law. The
substantive law consists of the Indian Penal Code, 1860' and the procedural law consists of
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973.2 The essential concept of criminal responsibility is that
there must be both a guilty act which is defined as actus reus and a guilty intention which
1s defined as mens rea. No act is per se criminal . It only becomes illegal when the actor
performs it with the necessary guilty intent. There are few circumstances where the guilty
mind is not required to show criminal culpability. The criminal law as we see today has
evolved through different stages. The first civilizations broadly did not differentiate between
civil and criminal law. Early codes did not separate criminal and civil law. After the 12th-
century revival of Roman law, the 6th-century Roman taxonomy and jurisprudence provided
the basis for the differentiation between criminal and civil law in European law from that
time to the present day.? The first sign of the modernized differentiation between criminal
and civil acts appeared during the Norman invasion of England.* The evolution of state
justice in courts became evident in the 18th century, when European countries started police
services. From that point on, criminal law formalized enforcement mechanisms and allowed
them to develop as recognizable entities. Now it important to note that every crime, especially
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one committed with specific intent, is preceded by a thorough procedure or series of stages.
The four stages of crime recognized under the Indian Penal Code® are Intention, Preparation,
Attempt and Accomplishment. First stage involves the intention of the offender to commit a
crime. Second stage involves the offender making preparations to commit the crime. Third
stage involves the offender taking concrete steps towards committing the crime. Fourth
stage is the final stage where the offender completes the offense and violates the law. These
will be discussed further in the research project.

Intention To Commit The Crime

The first stage of a crime is the intention or the mental element of the crime, also known
as “mens rea.” For a crime to have occurred, the person must have had the intention or the
knowledge that their actions would result in a criminal offense. The intent is an essential
element of the crime, as it is the mental state that demonstrates a person’s culpability and
determines the severity of the crime. There is a legal maxim to highlight the importance of
intention in determining the criminal liability. The Supreme Court in the case of State of
Rajasthan vs Shera Ram® declared that “for committing a crime, the intent and act both are
regarded to be the ingredients of the crime, actus non facit reum nisi mens sit rea.” And in
this way this maxim was upheld. ACTUS NON FACET REUM NISI MEN SIT REA means
that “An act per se is not guilty unless it is accompanied by a guilty mind.” Intention can
take many forms, including purposeful, knowing, reckless, or negligent. Purposeful intent
1s when a person intends to commit a specific crime, while knowing intent is when they are
aware that their actions will result in a criminal offense. Reckless intent is when a person
disregards the risks associated with their actions, and negligent intent is when a person
fails to act as a reasonable person would under similar circumstances.

Proving intention can be challenging as it is often based on circumstantial evidence.
However, prosecutors may present evidence such as the person’s behavior leading up to the
crime, their statements or confessions, or their prior criminal history to demonstrate their
intent. Mental illness, intoxication, or coercion can also affect a person’s intention to commit
a crime. In cases of mental illness, a person’s capacity to form the requisite intent may be
1mpaired. In cases of intoxication, a person’s ability to form the intent may also be affected,
particularly if they were involuntarily intoxicated. Coercion can also negate the intent
element, as a person may be compelled to commit a crime under duress or threat of harm.”
The concept of intention also plays a role in determining criminal liability. In general, a
person must have acted with a guilty mind or mens rea to be found guilty of a crime.
Additionally, it is also pertinent to mention that the intention must stand in relation to a
person who is either alive or who is believed to be alive. This was observed by the court in
the case of Palani Goundan V. Emperor.® However, some crimes, such as strict liability
offenses, do not require intent. These certain offences have a direct influence on society, and
their effect would be so severe without the mental component, that they have shook the
foundation of civilization. These offenses impose liability regardless of the person’s intent,
such as selling alcohol to a minor or kidnapping, etc. The maxim of Actus Non Facet Reus
Nisi Men Sit Rea relates to fault based liability and not strict liability®. As it is practically
difficult to know someone else’s intentions, mere intention will not be considered a crime.
As the famous saying goes “the state of a man’s mind is as much a fact as the state of his
digestion.”!! This was observed in the case of Edgington v Fitzmaurice. Hence, at this stage,
1t 1s very difficult to determine a man’s criminal responsibility since it 1s difficult to ascertain
his intent.
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Preparation To Commit The Crime

It is important to understand that after an intention to commit a crime has been
established it is necessary for the parties who decide to commit the crime that they need to
prepare for the crime in order to lead the crime to a fruitful position. This phase of crime is
classified as the preparation phase of crime. This phase of crime is present in most cases of
offence be it organised or unorganised. When considering commission of an organised crime,
the phase of preparation is a long one filled with lots of manoeuvring as established by
forensic and criminal psychology as in cases of organised criminal activity. The better the
preparation the higher is the chance regarding the occurrence of a particular event for the
offenders to make the crime successful. The occurrence of such particular event may or may
not be directly linked to that of the criminal objective would ultimately lead to the successful
commission of an offence.

The use of the preparation phase is applicable to basic procurement of tools to an extremely
complicated and complex situation of multiple arrangements like hiring mercenaries, placing
traps, setting up of internet-based traps to setting up of a suitable situation for the purpose
of escaping after the commission of crime or in case of emergency situation like failure of
occurrence of crime after attempting it.

As established by law, preparation alone is not punishable for crime in India except some
situations and instances that provide us an opportunity to prevent the commission of a
particular offence. Such offences include offences of waging war!?, dacoity!'?, counterfeiting
of coins!® and depredation of state!s. The legal interpretation behind this judicial action is
that the above-mentioned crimes are an offence against the state and in an event where
such actions were to take place would lead to grave consequences for the society.

While prosecution of crime for preparation is limited to very few offences most of the
offences are not liable to be tried in India. The logic to not do so is because, the criminal law
in India instead of being preventive in nature is reformative in nature. If, one was to nab
the person in the early preparation stage of crime he may have deterred the criminal action
but, there still is suppression of rights of a person who without having committed the crime
may have been imprisoned. Thus, in case of Indian criminal law and criminal jurisprudence
there is a respite given to the accused in cases of preparation as there still lingers a probability
that due to reasons like fear of law, consequence or morality one would backdown from the
preparation stage of crime and would thus lead to no commission of crime and preventive
detention or arrest of a person unless the crime if committed is so grave in nature that if not
deterred it may affect the society as a whole in a very aggressive manner.

While such an approach is humanitarian and progressive in view it presents us with
complicated problems such as the detection and differentiation of people who are willing to
commit a crime and to go to whatever lengths and needs possible and is against the criminal
based police control model wherein'é, the main of the state is to prevent the commission of
crime and to stop it at a before it can commence. Such view of judicial approach may lead to
reduction in crime rates but may affect the individual rights and freedoms of the citizens of
the nation.

Attempt To Commit The Crime

The third stage of a crime 1s an attempt. An attempt occurs when a person intends to
commit a crime and takes a substantial step toward completing the crime, but ultimately
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fails to complete it. In other words, an attempt is a criminal act that falls short of the
intended goal. This was observed by the court in the case of Aman Kumar and Anr. vs State
Of Haryana.'" The law recognizes that an attempt to commit a crime is still a serious offense
because it shows that the person had the intention to commit the crime and took significant
steps toward carrying it out.’® Attempted crimes are punished less severely than completed
crimes, but they are still punishable by law. To establish that a defendant attempted to
commit a crime, the prosecution must show that the defendant had the specific intent to
commit the crime and took a substantial step toward completing it. The specific intent element
means that the defendant must have intended to commit the specific crime and not just
engaged in a general criminal activity.

A substantial step is an act that is more than mere preparation but falls short of completing
the crime. This was also observed by the court in the case of Aman Kumar and Anr vs State
Of Haryana.' For example, if a person intends to rob a bank and buys a gun, that may not
be considered a substantial step because it is merely preparatory. However, if the person
goes to the bank, brandishes the gun, and demands money, that would be considered a
substantial step toward completing the crime. The punishment for an attempted crime varies
depending on the nature of the offense. In some cases, the punishment may be the same as
the punishment for a completed crime, while in other cases, the punishment may be less
severe. The severity of the punishment also depends on the extent of the defendant’s intent
and the danger posed by the attempted crime. In addition to criminal punishment, attempted
crimes can also have other consequences. For example, a person who attempts to commit a
crime may be barred from certain professions or lose certain civil rights, such as the right to
vote. According to the Indian Penal Code?’, making an attempt to commit a crime is unlawful.
It has been made available under a couple of provisions for offences. Yet, Section 511 of the
Indian Penal Code?' comes into play if there are no particular provisions in the IPC for
penalising attempts to conduct a crime.

Distinction Between Preparation And Attempt

It is necessary to also differentiate between the different phases and layer of phases of
crime. Mainly, the difference between the transition from the stage of preparation to that of
the attempt phase, which i1s more than a mere phase of preparation and moves towards a
more heinous territory. Some of the offences so attempted to be committed becomes
punishable at the attempt stage and it becomes labyrinthine to determine the stage of crime
so committed. In order to identify the so-called phases which, have a thin line between
them??, there are various rules and legal conundrums available with us that help us to
determine the phase of crime so committed and would thus be able to make the accused
liable accordingly. As mentioned in the section 511 of the IPC we come to know about the
basis of differentiation of attempt and preparation as mentioned in the section of the Indian
Penal Code the commission of an inchoate offence is punishable in nature and thus, the
basis of differentiation becomes even more important as such differentiation may convict
the accused to a punishment.

The current cornerstone for the detection and division of attempt and preparation can be
divided into the rules of:

1. Proximity rule
2. Doctrine of Locus Poenitentiae
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3. Equivocality test
4. Attempt to impossible acts
The first test, the proximity test was established in the Mohd. Yakub case? wherein, the
Supreme Court held that first there must be an intention to commit the crime or particular
offence, secondly there must have been a committed keeping in mind the intended offence
or act. Lastly, the committed act should move towards the so-called act or become proximate
to the commission of the offence or crime. Upon fulfilment of such conditions and judicial
recognition of the facts would lead to the accused person being punished for the inchoate
offence as committed.

Second rule denotes the Doctrine of Locus Poenitentiae which literally means change of
mind and there persists a probability for a person to change his mind just before the
commission of crime for multiple reasons including fear of being caught, change of heart,
moral awakening or any personal reasons. Upon such change of mind, one prevents to
undertake such acts and as prescribed the judgement of Malkait Singh v the State of Punjab?
one 1s not to be held liable. This rule is in resonance with the humanitarian view aimed at
trying to reform the criminals from the conduction of crime.

The third test is the equivocality test which mixes both the set of rules the proximate
rule and the doctrine of locus poenitentiae which denotes the equivocality test wherein, the
accused must have taken a step that unequivocally presents a fact that the accused wanted
to commit the act. The step so taken should be evident in itself the person so accused should
be held to be liable for the inchoate offence. This rule was expounded in the case of State v
Parasamal?.

Finally, even if an action fulfilling all the situations for commaission of inchoate offence is
committed so as to an act that is impossible in itself would still lead to the punishing of the
accused regarding the commission of inchoate offence?®.

In ancient India the criminal law did not consider the culpability regarding the phase of
attempt or ‘Chesta’ as mentioned in the Arthasasthra written by Kautilya, while they were
punishable?’, they were per se not divided into a unique set of attempts but was either
included in the phase of commission of crime or included in the phase of preparation. Later
on, after the merger of both the ancient Vedic criminal law concept and the European common
law concept of criminal law the phases of commission of crime were properly divided and
presented into intention, preparation, attempt and commission of crime.

Accomplishment of Crime

The Final stage of crime wherein, the accused has committed the so-called act and the
result is the commission of an offence. At this stage of crime, an offence has occurred and
the culpability at this stage is extremely high and the defences available with the accused
are very few. Such cases wherein, the act so accomplished fails to come into effect or do not
result in an actual result would lead to the act being held as an inchoate offence or an
attempt and would thus be punishable similarly. Some of the few defences available after
the case of crime has been accomplished are the absence of mens rea for the purported
action which according to the Indian law makers if stated explicitly in the IPC would lead to
reduction in the quantum of punishment accordingly, in cases of offences so committed if
the offence were present without any mens rea stated then the accused would be thus liable
without any presence of mens rea?. While in most cases the mens rea element needs to be
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proved in some cases there is no mention of mens rea. Such differentiation arises out of the
rule of necessary implication used in India for the purposes of convicting accused on the
basis of mens rea as stated in the Indian Penal code and in case of absence of one, the rule
is need not to be followed and the accused can be simply convicted without necessarily
showing a case of presence of mens rea or a guilty mind.

Phases of Crime and their Culpability Around the World

The United States of America similar to India follows a judiciary system centered around
the common law system established in the early English judicial reforms and thus has some
similarities to that of Indian jurisprudence. While, they both are similar in approach to
criminal law they vary from each other in many aspects as a result of varied ideologies and
differing judicial evolutions?.

This is necessarily evident in the federal structure of the United States. Due to their
practice of absolute federalism, the laws as implemented by the states vary from each other
and even though they possess a model penal code similar to the Indian Penal code. Thus, a
lot of differences arise in the event of criminal laws.

The first case is that while there is no necessary punishment levied on preparation in
India excepting few cases in the event of detection of a robbery tool or any other preparation
for any crime whatsoever it is punishable in few states of United States such as New York?°.

Similarly, the difference in punishment levied is also divided into multiple tests such as:

1. Proximity test

2. Res ipsa loquitor test

3. Probable desistance test
4. Substantial test

The first test is similar to that of the Proximity test that is practiced by the Indian
judiciary in the differentiation amongst the attempt and preparation®. Similar to the Indian
version it is mostly accepted throughout the states and also brings in the actions required to
complete the steps.

The second test the Res ipsa loquitor test is similar to the equivocality test in India and
quantifies the intent with which one was about to commit the crime. If the criminal intent
or step so taken pointed out an unequivocal approach in the persons demeanour one could
say that an attempt had taken place??.

The third test of probable desistance is again similar to that of the Indian Doctrine of
Locus Poenitentiae which explains the possibility of change of mind in case of the accused
who if chose not to perform the action would lead to separation of the preparation phase of
crime to that of the attempted phase of crime??. Again, in consonance with the Indian doctrine
1t states out similar reasons and change of mind regarding a change in the heart of the
accused to commit the crime.

The final test relates to that of the substantive test which is stated in the Model Penal
Code of the USA which is preventive in nature and may also include preparatory actions
that may lead to charging the accused with punishment in the preparatory phase itself3:.
Not in consonance with the Indian judicial approach, such test is absent from the due process
model states and nations such as India.

Lastly, while one may be punishable for conduction of an impossible act in India it is in
fact a defence in the USA available with the accused while one may be punishable for the
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1mpossible actions committed in India it is difficult to prosecute him as the act in itself
becomes void and he becomes free from any culpability whatsoever making him free from
any liability whatsoever.

As a colony of the United Kingdom, India started to practice the common law approach to
judiciary and thus, as a result of such evolution is nearly identical to the UK criminal law
system. Apart from using nearly all of the same concepts and doctrines in the phases of
crime and their differentiation including impossible acts the only point where, the UK differs
from India is the rule of necessary implication® which is present in India but absent in that
of UK criminal law and thus makes the scope of convicting the accused in the UK a little
more difficult. While such a step acknowledges the due process of criminal control model,
the mens rea in the UK law is nevertheless similar to that of the Indian law and in presence
of such conditions one can easily charge a person for the crime so conducted and can punish
him accordingly.

Conclusion

Crime and offence are subjective in nature and therefore vary from each other subject to
spatial and temporal variations. While, they may be subject to change the cognizance of
crime and offence is nearly the same and properly established around the world. The basic
concept of crime and its steps are the intention and motive to insinuate a person towards an
objective which he wishes to achieve through nefarious means, second is the preparation he
makes to achieve the step. The step of preparation varies for each type of crime and offence,
1t may be very short to relatively longer. Next moving on towards the stage of attempt, there
rises a considerable dilemma regarding the basis of differentiation between the current
stage of attempt and the earlier step of preparation. This problem has been solved to an
extent by the foundations of doctrines and rules as established by the judiciary. This leads
on to the final step of the crime that is the accomplishment. The judiciary around the world
has focused on prosecuting the accused of crimes only at the last two stages while believes
them to be innocent otherwise. This fact is clearly demonstrated by many nations around
the world with a few exceptions such as the US which prosecutes the accused even at the
preparatory stage. This attribute is quite in contrast to the United Kingdom which preaches
a more humanitarian approach to crime control model. This distinction can clearly be traced
back to the early foundations and ideology of the respective nations’ judiciary and governments.
While, the two common law countries preach an extreme approach in the criminal apprehension
bandwidth, the Indian judiciary has approached a well-meaning and nuanced approach to it
maintaining the balance between the societies need and the individual rights.
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Abstract

Water, Sanitation and hygiene services are key to ensure water security and global
adaptation. Indeed, there is no water security or adaptive capacity if populations have no
access to safe, sufficient and affordable water to meet essential needs for drinking, sanitation
and hygiene, to safeguard health and well-being, and to fulfil basic human rights. This is
aligned with IPCC’s conclusion that the most effective measures to address patterns of
risks due to climate change and reduce near-term vulnerability are “programs that implement
and improve basic public health measures such as provision of clean water and sanitation.
Improved sanitation has been shown to have great impacts on people’s health and economy.
However, the progress of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on halving
the proportion of people without access to clean water and basic sanitation by 2015 has thus
far been delayed. One of the reasons for the slow progress is that policy makers, as well as
the general public, have not fully understood the importance of the improved sanitation
solutions. This paper, by gathering relevant research findings, aims to report and discuss
currently available evidence on the economic aspects of sanitation, including the economic
1mpacts of unimproved sanitation and the costs and economic benefits of some common
1mproved sanitation options in developing countries.

Keywords: economics, cost, impacts, sanitation, developing countries

Introduction

Article 7, the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), was established by Parties to the Paris
Agreement for enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing
vulnerability to climate change with a view to contributing to sustainable development and
ensuring an adequate adaptation response.

At COP26 in Glasgow, a comprehensive two-year Glasgow—Sharm el-Sheikh (GlaSS)
work programme on the GGA was established and launched to pave the way forward for
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operationalization by COP28. At COP27 in Sharm El Sheikh, Parties decided to initiate the
development of a framework for the GGA to be undertaken through a structured approach
containing a set of dimensions, themes1 and cross-cutting considerations. The framework,
once consolidated, will guide the achievement of the global goal on adaptation and the review
of overall progress in achieving it.

This article is a concerted effort by international partners working towards universal
access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene services (WASH) under the umbrella
of the Sanitation and Water for All Partnership (SWA) and aims at providing an input to
the Glasgow—Sharm el-Sheikh work programme on how climate-resilient water, sanitation
and hygiene services can be integrated in the ‘water’ theme within the GGA Framework,
noting that these services are also an essential component for the ‘settlements and key
infrastructure’, ‘health’ and ‘poverty and livelihoods’ themes. The rationale for a strong
inclusion of these services as part of the GGA framework is that climate change clearly
1mpacts these essential services, exposing vulnerable populations to greater levels of risk.
Therefore, building adaptive and resilient water, sanitation and hygiene services is an
essential component of building global adaptation.

The document starts by providing an overview of how water, sanitation and hygiene
services fit in the context of water security and global adaptation. The following section
highlights the impact of climate change upon these services: decreasing health outcomes,
limiting socio-economic development, and increasing political fragility. Having clearly
established the role that water, sanitation and hygiene services play within the context of
climate adaptation, the document then proposes key strategies for the inclusion of such
services in solutions. Initial considerations for target-setting and illustrative metrics for
the GGA Framework are suggested, followed by cross-cutting considerations that relate
water, sanitation and hygiene services to health, food security, and gender.

A similar structural approach as that proposed in this document could be followed by
stakeholders supporting the provision of other essential services (e.g., health, education,
nutrition).

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Services

The UN Water working definition of water security refers to “the capacity of a population
to safeguard sustainable access to adequate quantities of acceptable quality water for
sustaining livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic development, for ensuring
protection against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and for preserving
ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability.”

There are four key dimensions to water security implicit in that definition, and all relate,
In one way or another, to water, sanitation and hygiene services and systems. Indeed, there
1s no water security or adaptive capacity if populations have no access to safe, sufficient and
affordable water to meet essential needs for drinking, sanitation and hygiene, to safeguard
health and well-being, and to fulfil basic human rights. Human well-being cannot be
addressed when the risk of intense weather events and slow onset changes to climate threaten
the availability and/or reliable provision of water, sanitation, and hygiene services. Effective
sanitation services that prevent groundwater or freshwater contamination are also
foundational to safeguarding the health of rivers and oceans which support healthy
populations and livelihoods.
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Another important aspect of the UN-Water framing for water security is ensuring that
populations are resilient to climate-related hazards. This introduces the concept of community
resilience: the understanding that there are no climate-resilient populations that do not
have resilient access to water and sanitation services. This concept is supported by the
IPCC’s conclusion that the most effective measures to address patterns of risks due to climate
change and reduce near-term vulnerability are “programs that implement and improve basic
public health measures such as provision of clean water and sanitation. This is where
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE and water security most strongly show their
dependency upon each other: Upstream water conditions, including safe treatment of waste
and promotion of ecosystem health, are necessary to safeguard downstream biodiversity,
ecosystem services and the water resources necessary for resilient populations.

Climate change impacts upon water, sanitation and hygiene services: decreasing health
outcomes, limiting socio-economic development and increasing political fragility

Water is the primary medium through which we feel the effects of climate change. Its
1mpacts on water, sanitation and hygiene services have a huge negative effect on communities,
who legitimately expect their governments, local authorities and other stakeholders like
the private sector, to provide for solutions. Increased hydrological variability, water scarcity,
and extreme weather events disrupt all points along the water to wastewater chain e.g.,
water treatment, storage supply and wastewater collection. Water and sanitation services
to all users, people, industry, agriculture are all jeopardized, and public health is put at
huge risk. A lack of finance to put preventative measures in place and increase resilience of
utilities and service providers simply increases these risks. Countries that are unprepared
to deal with changes in climate and corresponding increased levels of water scarcity and/or
extreme weather events potentially face having to find billions of dollars every year for
repairing and/or restoring such services.

The IPCC7 expresses high confidence that the future global burden of climate-sensitive
diseases and conditions will depend not only on emissions but also adaptation pathways
and the efficacy of public health systems, and sanitation services. Projections under mid-
range emissions scenarios show an additional 250,000 deaths per year by 2050 (compared
to 1961-1990) due to malaria, heat, childhood under nutrition and diarrhoea. Mortality and
morbidity will continue to escalate as exposures become more frequent and intense, putting
additional strain on health and economic systems , reducing capacity to respond, particularly
in resource poor regions. Vulnerable groups include young children, pregnant women,
indigenous peoples, those with pre-existing diseases, physical labourers and those in low
socioeconomic conditions . Therefore, how communities are prepared to deal with these
changes will make a big difference in public health outcomes.

Flooding and increased precipitation can be deadly in areas with unsafe or insufficient
water and sanitation services, or where open defecation is practiced. Floods can inundate,
destroy or damage infrastructure such as water distribution points and toilets. When sewer
systems, latrines and toilets are flooded and damaged, they can contaminate water supplies,
making water deadly to drink. Peaks in diarrheal mortality and morbidity are commonly
associated with seasonal rains, flooding and extreme weather. Indeed, the latest IPCC work
group II report (2022) concludes that heavy rainfall events and flooding are associated with
increased water-borne diseases, particularly diarrheal diseases, including cholera and other
gastrointestinal infections in high, middle and low-income countries. Water insecurity and
inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene increase disease risk .
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Recurring floods can cause communities to abandon safe sanitation and hygiene practices
and return to defecating in the open, which can further increase waterborne disease outbreaks
and pollution of the surrounding environment including water sources and freshwater
ecosystems.

Ice Melting Represents an Unsustainable Drinking Source for Many
Millions

Ice and snow cover is decreasing significantly in most regions because of global warming.
Melting snow, glaciers and sea ice impact access to water in the present and greatly threaten
to change water sources in the future since many communities rely on meltwater for their
water supply of essential household water needs. Indeed, in the Andes Mountains in South
America and in High Mountain Asia, glacier melt is a major source of drinking water and
irrigation for several hundred million people. As ice melts, it not only contributes to rising
sea levels but also depletes other freshwater resources. Warming temperatures in circumpolar
regions can lead to introduction of new waterborne diseases for indigenous and remote
communities relying on traditional water sources. Coupled with melting permafrost, housing
conditions and lack of infrastructure in remote locations, the risks to traditional water
collection and existing water systems for circumpolar populations is significant.

Sea Level Rise Leads to Freshwater Salinization in Coastal Areas

Rising sea levels can lead to saltwater infiltrating freshwater sources, rendering the
water undrinkable. Rising sea levels are already having a major impact, particularly in low-
lying coastal areas and Small Island Developing States, which, when combined, are home to
at least 25 per cent of the world’s population.

The Contribution of Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene to
Adaptation

Access to water and sanitation is not only a human right but a critical entry point to
sustainable environmental, social and economic development. It reduces community
vulnerability to climate impacts, thereby closing gender gaps, improving education and
enhancing human health and wellbeing.

The most vulnerable regions are those characterized by the compound challenges of high
levels of poverty, a significant population without access to services such as water and
sanitation, wealth and gender inequalities, and governance challenges. Within those, it is
the marginalized communities have the most urgent need for improved adaptive capacity.
Climate risks additionally extend to those currently having access to water, sanitation and
hygiene services, as in many cases they are not climate resilient.

Through consultations, and as a concerted effort among water, sanitation and hygiene
partners, the following figure has been developed to illustrate key adaptation strategies.
This concept has been adopted by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in the recently released
GCF Water Security Guidelines, and it is suggested that, seeking complementarily, the
GGA framework adopts a similar approach. Other stakeholders working on the provision of
other essential services (e.g., health, education, nutrition) could adopt a similar approach.
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Cross-cutting Considerations for the
GGA Framework

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group II's most
updated report (2022) expresses that integrated multi-sectoral strategies that address social
nequities (e.g., gender, ethnicity) and social protection of low-income groups will increase
the effectiveness of adaptation responses for water and food security . The explanation is
that multiple interacting factors help to ensure that adaptive communities have water and
food security, including: addressing poverty, social inequities, violent conflict, provision of
social services such as water and sanitation, social safety nets and vital ecosystem services.
Differentiated responses based on water and food security level and climate risk increase
effectiveness, such as social protection programmes for extreme events, medium-term
responses such as local food procurement for school meals, community seed banks or well
construction to build adaptive capacity. Longer term responses include strengthening
ecosystem services, local and regional markets, enhanced capacity and reducing systemic
gender, land tenure and other social inequalities as part of a rights-based approach. In the
urban context, policies that account for social inclusion in governance and rights to green
urban spaces will enhance urban agriculture’s potential for food and water security and
other ecosystem services.

The IPCCC Working Group II also expresses high confidence in the fact that continued
investment in general health systems and in systems enhancing health protection is an
effective adaptation strategy in the short to medium term. The burden of diseases could be
reduced and resilience increased through health systems, by strengthening access to water
and sanitation.

Economic impacts of unimproved sanitation

Poor sanitation causes economic losses associated with the direct costs of treating
sanitation-related illnesses and lost income through reduced or lost productivity. In addition,
poor sanitation also leads to time and effort losses due to distant or inadequate sanitation
facilities, lower product quality resulting from poor water quality, reduced income from
tourism (due to a high risk of contamination and disease) and clean up costs.

Conclusion

If the global response to the threat of climate change needs to be addressed in the context
of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty, as the climate Paris Agreement
aims, a much closer collaboration between water and climate is urgently needed. The
synergies and common grounds between SDG 6 targets to achieve “universal access to water
and sanitation”, SDG 13 targets on “climate action”, and the GGA Framework, must foster
ways in which climate and water planners identify water, sanitation and hygiene adaptation
priorities. The strategies and approach suggested in this paper could be easily replicated by
stakeholders working with the provision of other essential services (e.g., health, nutrition,
education), fostering further adaptation synergies and complementarities.

Supporting adaptation and resilient water, sanitation and hygiene services, as well as
other essential services, makes sense from an economic perspective for all involved. Resilient
water, sanitation and hygiene systems are a key element to ensuring water security and
have strong connections to food security and global health. They foster community resilience
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by reducing human, social, environmental and physical vulnerability. Resilient water,
sanitation and hygiene services also contribute to avoiding or reducing conflict in areas
affected by water scarcity. It provides an opportunity to policy makers and service providers
to rethink access to essential services, adhere to a circular economy and green growth. It
improves several pending aspects of service provision.

This article aimed to show that sanitation is fundamental to both good health and social
and economic development. Given the current state of knowledge, sanitation is undeniably
a profitable investment. It is clear that achieving the MDG sanitation target not only saves
lives but also stimulates gender equality, supports environmental safety, bolsters education
and provides a foundation for economic growth. Policy makers, development partners as
well as the general population should act now to improve the current sanitation situation,
especially in developing countries. As several low-cost sanitation options are available, a
good strategy would be to encourage people in poorer areas to start with the most simple
types of sanitation and then to progress over time towards higher specification and higher
cost ones. Since the evidence that we have at our disposal today is based on a number of
assumptions, more detailed studies are needed to produce more precise estimates on the
cost and benefits of these sanitation measures, and how they relate to other relevant factors.
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Abstract:

Due to the recent advancements and its scope, computer technology has become an
indispensable tool of instruction at virtually all educational levels and in all academic areas.
All subject-teachers and students today are expected to use computers in teaching-learning
process. In order to integrate computers in education system several initiatives are taken
by the policy makers, stake holders, government and non government organizations and
agencies in various developed and developing countries across the globe. This paper attempts
to overview the initiatives taken by different agencies in the developing country India for
implementation of computers in the field of education.....!!!

Introduction

Due to recent advancement in information technology innovations and computer usage,
the education system is rapidly transforming. The schools use ICT tools to create, circulate,
communicate, record and manage learning experiences and teaching outcomes. The teaching
provides technology-supported learning, therefore computer technology has become integral
to teaching and learning. Researchers Harris (2000); Kellenberger and Hendricks (2000);
and Martin and Ofori-Attah (2005), Bhalla (2013), identified that teachers could use
computers for different purposes like, for teaching purposes, administration purposes, and
personal purposes. Thus, computers can help educators in designing and promoting the
teaching and learning process (Sinko and Lehtinen, 1999; Smeets, Mooij, Bamps, Bartolomé,
Lowyck, Redmond, and Steffens, 1999). Regarding the efficacy of the use of computers in
these ways, there was a general concurrence that when combined with traditional instruction,
the use of computers could increase student learning and produce higher academic
achievement in a variety of subject areas than does traditional instruction alone (Sheingold
and Hadley, 1993; Means and Olson, 1995; Sivin-Kachala, Bialo and Langford, 1997;
Bracewell, Breuleux, Laferriere, Benoit, and Abdous, 1998). Generally, it is accepted that
computers have the potential to enhance teaching and learning (Shute and Psotka, 1996;
Glennan and Melmed, 1996; Roschelle, Pea, Hoadley, Gordin, and Means, 2000).

Therefore, keeping in view the importance and scope of computers in education, several
Initiatives are taken by the policy makers, stake holders, government and non government

Saidhantiki (202)/July-September, 2023




organizations and agencies in various developed and developing countries across the globe,
in order to integrate computers in education system.

Initiatives In India

This section provides an overview of several initiatives, policies and practices by various
government and non-government educational agencies in India for implementation of
computers in the field of education.

The Context of National Policies on Education

Constitution of India Article 21 A - Right to Education 1950: “The State shall provide
free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen years in such
manner as the State may, by law, determine.”

National Policy on Education & Programme of Action 1992 envisaged, “Modern
communication technologies have potential to bypass several stages and sequences in process
of development encountered in earlier decades.”

Learning without Burden: Report of the National Advisory Committee 1992
(Yashpal Committee Recommendations): The committee emphasized on the greater use
of the electronic media be made for the creation of child-centered social ethos in the country.
A regular television programme addressed to students, teachers, parents and possibly called
‘Shiksha Darshan’ be launched, along the lines of the ‘Krishi Darshan’. The content of the
B.Ed. programme should be restructured to ensure its relevance to the changing needs of
school education and to make it more practicum-centred. Pre-service teacher education
programme, being a professional course, has to be a rigorous, thorough and intensive.
Therefore, B.Ed. degree courses by correspondence be derecognised.

The Prime Minister of India Sh. Narendra Modi in his address to the nation from the
Red Fort on 71st Independence Day 15 August 2017: “... We have been striving to bring in
the changes through technology. ....In the education sector, we have taken an important
step to grant the universities freedom from restrictions to make them the world class
universities. .... the government is willing to provide funds up to Rs. 1,000 crores.... We
have appealed to them and I am confident that the education institutions of our country will
certainly come forward and make it a success...”

Computers in the Phase of Initiation

School computing began in India in the early eighties through sporadic initiatives of a
handful of private schools. It gained momentum with a pilot project titled Computer Literacy
and Studies in Schools (CLASS) jointly launched by Ministry of Human Resource
Development and NCERT in 1984. The objectives of the project, detailed in the report of a
National Workshop (NCERT, 1984) were to: provide students with a broad understanding
of computers and their uses; familiarize students with the range of computer applications in
all walks of human life and the potential of the computer as an information processing tool;
de-mystify computers and develop a degree of ease and familiarity with computers which
would be conducive to develop individual creativity in identifying and developing applications
relevant to the immediate environment of the child.

A social rationale! But then with severe limitations of resources, inadequate training of
teachers and with no legitimate place for computing in the school timetable, the computer
literacy programme was a spectator sport. CLASS was an assortment of unstructured
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computer-based activities limited to secondary classes; the instructional use of computer
was extremely limited (IEA, 1993).

Information Technology Action Plan: The IT Action Plan (1998) adopted by the
Government of India took a comprehensive view of computers in school education to create
an IT literate and IT skilled society. As a consequence, in the year 2000, the Ministry of
Human Resource Development sought the deficiencies in the CLASS project to be rectified
in the Revised CLASS Project which was launched as CLASS 2000. CLASS 2000 has the
following three components: Computer literacy in 10,000 schools; Computer-aided learning
in 1,000 schools; Computer-based education in 100 Smart Schools will become model centres
for others. It is expected that the Smart Schools would make the best use of available computer
and communication technology to bring about changes in the content, process and outcome
of education. The IT task force made recommendations for introduction of IT in the education
sector including schools, following which the central government introduced several schemes
like Vidyarthi Computer Scheme, Shikshak Computer Scheme and School Computer Scheme
to enable purchase of computers by students and teachers at affordable costs.

National Curriculum Framework for School Education 2000 addresses at length the
question of integration of ICT into schooling, acknowledges the pedagogical rationale behind
this integration and brings to the fore its manifold implications. With respect to large-scale
itroduction of ICT in schools, the Framework pleads for - Adequate infrastructure facilities;
Children’s access to global resources; Professional development opportunity for teachers;
Development of appropriate curriculum models and pedagogy that makes the best use of
ICT facilities; Availability of appropriate learning materials in support of the curriculum.
Soon after, in 2001, NCERT brought out the Curriculum Guide Syllabus for Information
Technology in Schools within the framework of general education (i.e., upto class ten), based
upon the recommendations of the National Curriculum Framework 2000 and Project CLASS
2000. The Curriculum Guide is a comprehensive approach to the use of ICT in schools. It is:
an argument for ICT an agent of change, a framework for ICT- extended activities in schools,
a case for a spiral curriculum for ICT that can be integrated into general education, a model
for approaching ICT competencies within the context of subject areas, an appeal that all
teachers be able to handle ICT to facilitate children’s learning and guide them on when,
how and which ICT resource may enhance the learning process. Based on its curriculum
guide and syllabus, NCERT has brought out three volumes, titled Learning with Computers
(2002), which are expected to be useful for teacher and children alike. These volumes are
not on computers per se. Rather; they are expected to take children through the experience
of using the technology in a variety of contexts. Each of these volumes contains graded
activities for children, often linked to their curricula, and notes for teachers at the end of
every chapter.

Computers in Latest Trends

12th Five Year Plan: India’s this last 5-year plan with mission “Faster, more Inclusive
and Sustainable Growth” focuses 1s on the development of ICT skills among students and
teachers. This will be implemented in partnership with the states and private providers,
and will be a sub-mission of the National Mission of ICT of MHRD. The MHRD’s 12 five
year plan document for teacher education “T'eachR” pertains to ICT integration in Teacher
Education through Learning Management System LMS.
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National Mission in Education through ICT: To enhance the current enrollment
rate in Higher Education, to equip the students with IT skills, for preparing them for jobs in
the growing services sector and making them self-learners in the cyber world in order to
make them ‘Netizens’, the central government has launched a scheme called the National
Mission in Education through ICT. The scheme is to provide connectivity to all institutions
of higher learning to world of knowledge in the cyber space, to leverage the potential of ICT,
in providing high quality knowledge modules with right e-contents, to address to the
personalized needs of learners, in order to take care of their aspirations. These modules are
to be delivered through ‘One Stop Education Portal’- “SAKSHAT”. The content development
task for ‘SAKSHAT’ is looked after by the Content Advisory Committee (CAC) for the
respective subject, which consists of representatives from educational institutions like
IGNOU, Delhi University, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangthan (KVS), Navodyaya Vidyalaya
Sangthan (NVS), National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) and National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), NGOs and prominent academicians in the
field. For delivering benefits of ICT enabled learning, the national mission would focus on
achieving technological breakthrough by not only developing low cost and low power
consuming access devices to be made available for free on Education Satellite (EDUSAT)
and Direct to Home (DTH) platforms for every subject for every class in various languages
to every Indian, but also providing training and empowerment for teachers to effectively
use new methods of teaching-learning.

National Policy on ICT in School Education 2009: The absence of a national ICT for
education policy has led to a proliferation of individualistic, expensive and unreplicable ICT
Initiatives across several states in India. Consequently, the Department of School Education
& Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource Development along with the Global e-Schools and
Communities Initiative (GeSCI) has started the process for formulating the National Policy
on ICT in School Education which aims at preparing youth to participate creatively in the
establishment, sustenance and growth of a knowledge society leading to all round socio-
economic development of the nation and global competitiveness. The ICT Policy mission is
to devise, catalyse, support, sustain ICT and ICT enabled activities and processes in order
to improve access, quality and efficiency in the school system. The policy promotes the
universal, equitable, open and free access to ICT enabled tools and resources to all students
and teachers. It also promotes networking, research, evaluation and experimentation in
ICT tools and ICT enabled practices to utilise the potentials of ICT in school education.
However, considering that India has some 1.2 mn schools with 290 mn students attending
school every day; thirty-five state boards and two central boards and a number of educational
agencies are involved as stakeholders. Also, to evolve a mechanism to ensure that knowledge,
expertise and skills are shared across all states and territories; and building in house
capacities to conduct regular updates for ensuring a dynamic and live policy. While the
policy is still in the pipeline, some of the salient recommendations include enabling schools
and colleges to use ICT in an integration mode, the radio, television and computer;
implementing the scheme under the Build- Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) model with
private sector participation wherein a private organisation or consortium (BOOT provider)
1s involved to maintain IT infrastructure in schools by designing, building, owning and
operating the scheme for a defined period of time and then transferring this ownership
across to the public education system. Considering that last mile implement-ability is an
issue in education the follow up team should understand how ICT tools address last mile
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realities. While devising the policy for the use of ICT in school education, there should be
uniformity in syllabus as well as synchronization between lectures.

National Organisations:

In 1961, the Government of India established the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) as an autonomous organization to assist and advise central
and state governments in the implementation of their policies for education and teacher
preparation. Over the years, the Council has evolved into a unique organization, with its
increasing range of activities and its major concern is to integrate ICT into school education.
Developing training materials for teachers and syllabus and instructional materials for
students form a key part of the Department of Computer Education and Technological Aids
(DCETA) at NCERT. At the National Centre for Computer Education of the Department
the activities are undertaken for holding training/orientation programmes for teachers
towards basic ICT skills relevant to school education and to develop the ability to use ICT-
based learning materials for the classroom. The Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU), established by an Act of Parliament in 1985 with the dual responsibilities of
enhancing access and equity to higher education through distance mode and promoting,
coordinating and determining standards in open learning. IGNOU makes use of ICT
extensively for imparting education. In addition to self-instructional printed materials, the
university utilizes Audio/Video programme tapes; tele-conferencing; Gyan Vani (FM Radio);
Gyan Darshan (educational TV channels); eGyanKosh (digital learning resources), the
national repository on open learning material and integrated with One Stop Portal
‘SAKSHAT’ of MHRD for use nationwide; computer networks for imparting instructions. At
the National level, IGNOU has been designated as the nodal agency to coordinate all activities
concerning the utilization of the facilities offered by EDUSAT. EDUSAT or GSAT-3 launched
in 2004 by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is the first Indian satellite built
exclusively to serve the educational sector, to meet the demand for an interactive satellite-
based distance education system for the country.

The National Council for Teacher Education, since 1973, is an advisory body for the
Central and State Governments on all matters pertaining to teacher education. With its
main objective to achieve planned and coordinated development of teacher education system
throughout the country, it regulates and maintains and Standards in the teacher education
system and for matters connected therewith. The mandate given to the NCTE is very broad
and covers the whole gamut of teacher education programmes including research and training
of persons for equipping them to teach at pre-primary, primary, secondary and senior
secondary stages in schools, and non-formal education, part-time education, adult education
and distance (correspondence) education courses. NCTE vide revised Regulations 2014, under
Government of India Gazette Notification No.346 (F.No. 51-1/2014/NCTE/N&S) addressed
the recommendations of the Justice Verma Commission (JVC) appointed by the Government
at the instance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. Herein ICT, Yoga Education, Gender
and Disability/Inclusive Education are made integral part of each teacher-education
curriculum. In order to assimilate technology in pedagogy of teacher education (from NTT
to M.Ed.), the TeachR, a ranking and accreditation framework for Teacher Education
Institutes TEIs has implemented a mandate for all TEIs to deploy their own cloud based
campus management software (CMS) and Learning Management Software (LMS).
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Public Private Partnership: Public-private partnerships (PPPs) are partnerships
between a government organization and private sector companies. While pursuing its policy
of tapping educational potential in “Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)” divisions of major
IT corporations, the government has gained rich dividends over the years in the form of
empowered teachers and confident students. Private sector is encouraged to invest part of
its profit towards philanthropic activities in the education sector by adopting Government
schools for improvement of infrastructure and resources like, library, science lab., audio-
visual and ICT infrastructure, art workshops, sports facilities, drinking water and toilet
facilities, etc. The Public Private Partnership model seems to have emerged as the most
successful model for bridging the digital divide in the country; and ICT in education, especially
computer-aided learning, is well on its way to achieve its purpose exercising a positive impact
on raising learning standards as well as in reducing dropout rates among children in these
schools across the country.

Intel India has been working for the past ten years with various central and state education
bodies offering programs in higher education, teacher training, informal education and science
promotion, etc. The Intel Teach Program is a professional development program that helps
teachers across India, enhance 21 century learning through the effective use of ICT. The
Intel Learn Program is a program for learners, aged 8 to 16, and in underserved communities
across India, to promote 215 century learning skills critical for student success in today’s
knowledge economy: skills such as digital literacy, problem solving, critical thinking and
collaboration. The Intel Computer Clubhouse Network is an after-school learning program
that enables youth in underserved areas to access cutting-edge technology and become
motivated learners.

Through Partners in Learning, Microsoft is partnering with governments, educators,
and local content and curriculum providers to create sustainable educational programs to
train teachers and prepare students to succeed in the global economy. The Partners in
Learning (PiL) initiative comprises three distinct yet complementary programs: the Partners
in Learning Grants; Partners in Learning Fresh Start for Donated PCs; and Partners in
Learning School Agreement. In India, Partners in Learning is part of a larger Microsoft-
sponsored educational initiative called Project Shiksha, launched by Bill Gates, Microsoft
chairman in 2002. India’s Partners in Learning initiative, is expected to establish Microsoft
IT Academies for Teacher Training in a total of 10 Indian states and implement training
and curriculum programs that are expected to reach 80,000 teachers and 3.5 million students
during the first five years. Microsoft India also makes its technologies accessible and
affordable to educational institutions and students through special licensing programs
including licensing Microsoft software at approximately 20% of the market cost; campus-
wide site licensing program through easy annual or term based subscriptions; programs
like PiL for government schools, MSIS (Microsoft Student Innovation Suite) for government-
funded student PC programs, student option for students procuring laptops/PCs etc, further
subsidize the cost of licensing Microsoft software.

The cooperate companies like Educomp, Edutech, Digital Divide Partners, also foresaw
the computer demand in schools and recognized the business potential in computer education
in schools. Aptech, NIIT, Zee Education, Satyam Education Services. Sterling Infotech,
Bizkool are some of the companies along with a number of internet world-wide-web sites
such as classteacher.com, connectschool.com, egurucool.com, classontheweb.com,
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eduempire.com, etc. They assist academic institutions, companies and government to enhance
their performance and optimize their human capital investments by facilitating learning
and development. Their educational programs involve comprehensive education
infrastructure implementation, teacher training and content development projects.

The Oracle Education Foundation OEF’s web portal ThinkQuest (erstwhile “Think.com”),
launched in India in 2004, is a protected, online learning platform that enables teachers to
integrate learning projects into their classroom curriculum and students to develop critical
21st century skills, including creativity, communication, teamwork, and technology skills.
ThinkQuest currently supports over 146,000 students and teachers in 1,100 schools across
the country, including Kendriya Vidyalayas, Navodaya Vidyalayas, DPS, DAV and other
schools.

The British Council, in collaboration with the Tony Blair Faith Foundation, in 2009,
launched two pilot projects called “Connecting Classrooms” and “Face to Faith” across the
country to bring classrooms all over the world together and for students to “get a feel of the
world beyond boundaries”. The Connecting Classrooms initiative seeks to “build lasting
partnerships between schools in the UK and others around the world” while the “Face to
Faith” initiative is an “educational programme that engages secondary school students of
different faiths across the world in learning directly with, from and about each other”. The
officials said that while the Connecting Classrooms initiative aims at partnering schools
and equipping school heads and teachers with skills in new technologies, the Face to Faith
initiative helps the partnering schools in providing some content-faith to talk about. The
projects have already been launched in 15 countries. The schools that have signed up for the
projects in Delhi will be provided with video conferencing software and webcams. “By means
of video conferencing and an online community, students of different faiths can work
together,” said Ian Jamison, Face to Faith facilitator. “It is about celebrating diversity.”

A multinational technology company Google specializes in Internet-related services and
products, which include online advertising technologies, search engine, cloud computing,
software, and hardware. The google through moodle has also now entered in teacher education
and school curriculum through LMS. Moodle developed by Martin Dougiamas is a free and
open- source learning management system written in PHP and distributed under the GNU
General Public License, is used to create private websites with online courses for educators
and trainers to achieve learning goals. The Moodle is an education software that offers
learning management system LMS to help teachers and trainers create and deliver effective
online learning environments used by millions world-wide. A learning management system
(LMS) is a software application used to deliver and manage instructional content, teacher’s
lectures, notes, books, links, assignments, tests, announcements, and typically handles
student registration, online course administration, tracking, and assessment of student work.

Conclusion

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) can impact student learning when
schools have the requisite infrastructure, equipments, support and skilled teachers to
integrate it into curriculum.

Schools use a diverse set of ICT tools to communicate, create, disseminate, store, and
manage information. When teachers are trained to integrate ICT in curriculum, these
approaches can lead to enabling students better prepared to deal with ongoing global
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technological change. In India, being a developing country so many initiatives, mandates,
provisioning towards implementation computer technology in education have been taken
by the stakeholders and policy makers, and it’s still an ongoing process. In order to aim
effective use of ICT in teaching and learning, the country’s planners must consider the
demand and supply equation, the availability and maintenance of requisite infrastructure
and hardware-software, the support to teachers and learners, the accessibility to the updates,
and the scope for research and innovations in the field.
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Social Media and Dalits:
Representation, Issues, and
Coverage

Swadesh Singh, Smriti Yadav!

Abstract

In the digital age, social media has become a potent tool for amplifying marginalized
voices, shaping discourse, and catalyzing social and political movements. This study focuses
on the role of social media in empowering Dalits, who are a marginalized, under-represented
and misrepresented community especially with reference to the mainstream media. Through
a content analysis of the Twitter handles of some Dalit social media influencers from April
to June 2023, we explore how Dalits utilize social media to raise their voices, engage with
issues, and challenge dominant narratives. In addition to the online content analysis, a few
case studies have been taken with reference to political, social and economic issues which
have gained relevance in the past 4-5 years. The analysis reveals strategies employed by
Dalit influencers, including hashtag activism, pan-platform engagement, and impact on
governance. While social media offers transformative potential, it also presents challenges
like disinformation and bias. This research underscores the power of alternative media in
fostering inclusivity and shaping the future of public discourse.

Keywords: Dalit, Media, Social Media, Twitter, Discrimination, Influencers,
democratization

Introduction

In the digital age, social media has emerged as a powerful tool, amplifying marginalized
voices, driving public discourse, and catalyzing social and political movements. Online media
offers a more democratic and interactive space compared to traditional print and TV, and it
1s expected to increasingly involve marginalized voices, including Dalits. Social media now
sets the agenda for mainstream media. The beauty of social media platforms lies in the fact
that everyone becomes an editor, reporter, and columnist, empowering individuals to decide
what content deserves to be shared online. It has the potential to democratize the flow of
information, promote inclusivity, and pave the way for a more pluralistic and equitable
media landscape.

In this transformative landscape, Dalits, one of the marginalized communities in India,
face significant challenges within the context of a modernized, liberalized, and privatized
society. Despite some progress in their socio-economic status, their advancements remain
limited compared to other caste groups. However, in the political sphere, Dalits have
experienced increased representation and emerged as a substantial force, thanks to
constitutional safeguards and their numerical strength. Media, functioning as a watchdog
and the fourth pillar of democracy, plays a critical role in examining the representation and
exclusion of Dalits in social and political realms. As several research works suggest, the
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representation of Dalits in mainstream media remains limited, and though there has been
an increase in the coverage of Dalit issues, it often lacks sensitivity and quality. To address
this disparity, Dalit individuals and organizations have started creating a counter public
sphere through alternative media. Today, dedicated newspapers, magazines, and digital
platforms provide a Dalit perspective on various debates, empowering the community to
shape their narrative and raise awareness about their issues. This research aims to
understand the impact of alternative media in fostering a more inclusive public discourse
and empowering Digital Dalits who have found their voice in the digital realm, forging a
path towards greater visibility and representation in the media landscape.

Methodology Adopted

In order to understand the discourse formation around Dalits’ 1ssues on social media, a
comprehensive content analysis was conducted on various Twitter handles associated with
Dalit political leaders, influencers, and organizations. Twitter, with its emphasis on written
content within a 280-character limit, provided an ideal platform for in-depth analysis. The
platform’s dynamic nature facilitated real-time tracking of trending topics and influential
users, capturing timely insights and amplifying marginalized voices on a global scale.
Spanning four months, from 1st April to 30th June 2023, the study aimed to shed light on
the experiences, challenges, and achievements of Dalit individuals and communities.

Digital Dalits: Resonating Voices on Social Media

The content analysis focused on tweets from prominent Dalit influencers and
organizations, reflecting their views on various social, political, and economic issues impacting
Dalit communities. Through this analysis, valuable insights were gained into how Dalits
engage with the platform to raise their voices, address significant issues, and employ elements
such as language, sentiment, satire, or sarcasm to convey their message effectively. By
examining this discourse, we can better understand the ways in which social media serves
as a platform for empowering marginalized communities and promoting inclusive discussions.
To investigate the dynamic utilization of social media by Dalits, we have conducted an
empirical analysis utilizing tweets from the notable social media influencers’ handles. The
tweets and the analysis are as follows:

Chandra Shekhar Aazad, an Ambedkarite activist and lawyer, is the co-founder and
president of Bhim Army, having 1.1 million followers on Twitter, making him one of the
most influential Dalit voices on the platform. His tweets reflect his commitment to social
justice and empowerment of marginalized communities, particularly Dalits.

In a tweet on February 17, Aazad emphasized the need for the Bahujan Samaj to protest
for their demands, highlighting their potential to form governments through their votes.?
This tweet amassed 153K views, 1,669 retweets, and 7,703 likes. In a tweet on February 23
on the occasion of Sant Gadge Maharaj’s birth anniversary, he urged action for adequate
housing.? Azad’s call for social activism on the issue of inadequate housing resonated with
many since the tweet gained significant traction with 187.6K views, 1,814 retweets, and
9,715 likes. On April 1, he criticized the BJP’s slogan “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas” in the
context of municipal elections, exposing discrepancies in Dalit reservation.* This tweet
received 118.6K views, 1,410 retweets, and 5,185 likes, reflecting the widespread concern
for Dalit representation in governance.

Aazad’s tweets draw attention to social issues, inspire collective action, and highlight
the importance of preserving constitutional provisions for marginalized communities, earning
significant engagement and support from his followers.
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Mayawati is the National President of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and a former Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, serving four terms (1995, 1997, 2002, & 2007). She has a Twitter
following of 3.2 million on her handle.

On March 1, Mayawati accused Congress and BJP of engaging in deceptive caste-based
politics during the Rayaipur convention.’ She emphasized the undermining of reservation
and promotion in government and private sectors. The tweet garnered 119.3K views, 1,030
retweets, and 4,173 likes. On April 23, she tweeted about the Nitish government in Bihar
planning to release Anand Mohan, who was involved in the brutal murder of IAS officer
Krishnaiah from the Dalit community in Mahbubnagar, Andhra Pradesh (now Telangana).®
The tweet highlighted concerns about anti-Dalit sentiments and called for the Bihar
government to seriously reconsider this matter. The post received 416.8K views, 2,331
retweets, and 8,706 likes.

Mayawati’s Twitter account primarily focuses on promoting the significance of Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) as the political representative of marginalized communities in India.
Her tweets resonate with her followers, the BSP handle, and other influential voices within
the party, resulting in widespread engagement and support.

Dr. Udit Raj is the Chairman of Unorganised Workers & Employees Congress (KKC). He
also holds the position of National Chairman of the All India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations. He is an ex-IRS officer (Indian Revenue Service) and an ex-Member of
Parliament (MP). Dr. Udit Raj’s Twitter handle has a following of 409.9K.

He actively uses Twitter to engage with social and political issues, addressing topics
related to caste discrimination, representation, and social justice.

On Jan 9, Dr. Udit Raj questioned the caste representation in media organizations. He
shared an incident where he asked a news TV anchor about the number of SC/ST/OBC
reporters they have, which prompted a notable change in their expression.” This tweet
garnered significant attention with 44.2K views, 448 retweets, and 1,923 likes.

On Jan 12, Dr. Udit Raj’s tweet with the phrase “@lel TaR gg TG TR | Hehed A o AfIHN |
F Al WEE k1 € 3w @ A1, A fRE 3R #1?” gained immense attention with 2.2 million
views, 2,074 retweets, 855 quotes, and 12.5 thousand likes. The tweet sparked intense
discussions and critical comments due to its reference to Ramcharitmanas and diverse
interpretations offered by people. It also faced both support and backlash for its perspective.

On Jan 28, Dr. Udit Raj tweeted about a temple in Karnataka being shut as an
‘untouchable’ groom headed for a ritual.® He highlighted the dilemma faced by Dalits who
follow Hinduism, as they are humiliated and vilified for doing so, while being accused of
forced conversion if they walk away from it.

On Feb 15, Dr. Udit Raj mentioned an event where President Mukherjee referred to Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar as his god. He thanked Mukherjee for this honesty and requested the Chief
Justice of India to appoint some SC/ST judges and vice-chancellors. While the tweet received
significant attention with 36.1K views, 278 retweets, and 1,386 likes, the comments section
was filled with critical responses, with many raising concerns about the reservation system
and appointments based on merit.

Jignesh Mevani is an Indian politician, lawyer, activist, and former journalist. He has
been serving as the representative of the Vadgam constituency in the Gujarat Legislative
Assembly. He is affiliated with the Indian National Congress party and serves as the convener
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of the Rashtriya Dalit Adhikar Manch (RDAM). Jignesh Mevani has 1 maillion followers on
Twitter.

On February 16, Mevani tweeted about caste discrimination at II'T Mumbai, mentioning
a case of suicide by a 19-year-old boy named Darshan Solanki due to discrimination based
on his caste.” The tweet received 82,000 views, 734 retweets, and 4,632 likes. Mewani
persistently tweeted on the issue with great fervour.

On February 25, Mevani tweeted, “The first step in fighting caste discrimination is to
acknowledge that discrimination on the basis of caste do exist. Hence, Seattle became the
first U.S state to recognise the problem and pass a resolution banning any form of
discrimination on the basis of caste. Jai bhim!” The tweet received 52.3 thousand views, 447
retweets, and 2,816 likes. The development was celebrated across Dalit influencer pages.

On March 22, he tweeted about recent Dalit atrocities in Gujarat, highlighting incidents
of sewer cleaning deaths, alleged rape, and a video showing a Dalit being beaten by local
goons.!® The tweet garnered significant traction with 266.3 thousand views, 3,026 retweets,
and 6,710 likes. Tweets highlighting alleged atrocities on Dalits often attract significant
attention and elicit emotional responses and rational questioning.

On April 29, he tweeted about the tragic death of Nisha, a young woman from Gujarat,
whose body was found in Visnagar Tehsil, Mehsana district.!’! The tweet questioned the
lack of arrests in the case and the absence of empathy from the Chief Minister.

Vijay Sampla is the Chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes, former
Union Minister in the Government of India, former State President of the BJP in Punjab,
and former Member of Parliament from Hoshiarpur. He has a Twitter following of 62.7K
followers. Through his tweets, he showcases the potential of social media in holding
authorities accountable for social justice for marginalized communities.

On January 1st, Vijay Sampla, the Chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes, responded!? to a tweet by a woman who raised concerns about caste-based
discrimination in Tamil Nadu. The tweet showcased a video where individuals from an
upper-caste allegedly contaminated water in a tank to prevent people from the Scheduled
Caste community from drinking it. Mr. Sampla acknowledged the issue and demanded action
from the Maharashtra government, indicating his commitment to addressing such incidents.

On the same day, he responded!® to another tweet about alleged caste discrimination on
the reality show “Bigg Boss 16,” where derogatory comments were made about a contestant’s
caste. Mr. Sampla took note of the tweet from The News Beak, an Ambedkarite Media
Organization, and informed that action has been demanded in response to the matter.

On February 23rd, Mr. Sampla responded!* to a tweet!® about a serious incident of violence
during a Dalit youth’s wedding procession in Bharatpur. The tweet alleged that members of
the dominant community physically assaulted Dalit individuals during the wedding
procession, leading to three people being seriously injured and hospitalized. Mr. Sampla
acknowledged the severity of the incident and called for immediate action from the Rajasthan
Police and the National Commission for Scheduled Castes.

It is evident from these tweets that Mr. Vijay Sampla is actively using his position as the
Chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes to address issues of caste-
based discrimination and atrocities against Dalits. His responses on Twitter demonstrate
his efforts to raise awareness about such incidents and demand appropriate action from
relevant authorities.
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BJP SC Morcha, as a wing of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) dedicated to the Scheduled
Caste community, maintains a Twitter handle with a following of 11.4K. The focus of the
tweets 1s primarily on providing information about the efforts of various government
ministries in improving the status of SC/ST communities.

On March 4, the handle shared a tweet celebrating the procurement of 1,182.78 Cr. from
7,718 SC/ST owned MSEs in FY 2022-23, underlining the commitment to
#SabkaSathSabkaVikas and #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav.!® The tweet received 77 views
indicating minimal engagement.

On the same date, the handle tweeted about the National SC/ST Hub’s role in providing
professional support to SC & ST Entrepreneurs to fulfill obligations under the Central Govt
Public Procurement Policy for Micro-Small Enterprises Order 2012, along with adopting
applicable business practices under the Stand-Up India initiative. This tweet garnered 81
views.

Another tweet informed about the Special Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme
(SCLCSS) introduced under the National SC-ST Hub, aiming to promote the setting up of
new enterprises by aspiring entrepreneurs and capacity building of existing MSEs for
enhanced participation of SC/ST entrepreneurs in public procurement.!” The tweet received
124 views.

On March 4, the handle shared information about offering residential and non-residential
courses to eligible SC/ST entrepreneurs in various sectors such as Handicrafts, Handlooms,
Apparel, Textile, Electronics & Hardware, I'T/Food industry, and emerging sectors. This
tweet garnered relatively more attention with 181 views and 27 likes.

Overall, the tweets from the BJP SC Morcha aim to inform people about the various
government initiatives, programs, and progress made in promoting the welfare and
empowerment of SC/ST communities. However, the lack of controversial content or direct
targeting of individuals or parties might be a reason for the limited engagement on these
tweets. Nevertheless, the platform disseminates information and updates on government
efforts to support the SC/ST communities.

DICCI, the Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, is an association dedicated
to promoting business enterprises for Dalits. Founded in 2005 by Milind Kamble, its motto
is “Be Job Givers - Not Job Seekers.” With a following of 5,954 on Twitter, DICCI actively
empowers fellow Dalits by providing opportunities for self-reliance.

DICCI retweeted the tweet from National SC-ST Hub’s twitter handle. The retweet made
on April 13 was about promoting entrepreneurship and creating more avenues for existing
SC-ST entrepreneurs and aspiring entrepreneurs of SC-ST entrepreneurs through a
“Business Accelerator Program” organized by IIM Jammu, DICCI, and CII in collaboration
with NSSH (National SC-ST Hub).!® By retweeting this content, DICCI showcased its support
and endorsement of the “Business Accelerator Program” initiative, which aims to empower
SC-ST entrepreneurs and their wards, offering them opportunities to grow and succeed in
the business world. This act of retweeting demonstrates DICCI’s collaborative approach
and active involvement in promoting entrepreneurship and self-reliance among the Dalit
community.

The Shudra is an Ambedkarite Media Organization on Twitter with a following of 173.1K
followers. They have also established their own news channel, Youtube account and social
media page, allowing them to report content on social media while referencing their own
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news channel, which gives them substantial control over the dissemination of discourse and
effectively reaches their target audience.

On Jan 1, they retweeted The News Beak!?, raising the issue of casteism slurs in Bigg
Boss, which gained significant engagement with 206.8K views. On Jan 13, they retweeted
Sumit Chauhan,* the Founding Editor of both The Shudra and The News Beak, to analyze
and discuss problematic aspects of Tulsidas’s texts. The tweet garnered 47.2K views and
2,229 likes, showcasing their unique form of discourse. Similarly, on Feb 6, they retweeted
The News Beak,?! discussing the origin of caste-based discrimination in Hindu scriptures,
and on Feb 7, they retweeted The News Beak, ?? highlighting the Dalit Literary Fest 2023 as
a counter to Brahmanical ideas.

On Feb 13, they tweeted about the case of Darshan Solanki, a Dalit student at II'T Bombay,
raising concerns about caste-based discrimination and received significant engagement with
46.3K views, 677 retweets, and 1,628 likes.??

On Feb 16, they retweeted The News Beak, sharing an exclusive interview with Seattle
City Council Member @cmkshama discussing the Anti-Caste Law in America, showcasing
their approach of disseminating news through their independent online news media
organization, and gained moderate engagement and reach on the platform. Through their
active retweeting of The News Beak, analyzing historical texts, and reporting current events,
The Shudra utilizes Twitter to raise awareness about Dalit issues.

The subsequent section delves into content analysis of three case studies to discern how
1ssues concerning Dalits are raised and received on social media. Through an analytical
examination of these case studies, we aim to gain insights into the mechanisms of issue
amplification and reception within the realm of social media.

From Marginalization to Mobilization: Dalits Embrace Social Media

For our case study, we explored three critical Dalit issues, each representing a distinct
dimension — social, political, and economic. These issues have significantly shaped the Dalit
discourse concerning their social, political, and economic realities in India.

The first case revolves around the Hathras incident of 2020, involving the brutal assault
of a young Dalit woman in Uttar Pradesh. Social media played a crucial role in disseminating
information, organizing protests, and demanding justice, with influential personalities
amplifying the case’s visibility. The second case study focuses on the 2018 Supreme Court
judgment on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
introducing safeguards to prevent misuse. However, this decision sparked protests by Dalit
communities, who believed it weakened the Act’s protection for their rights and led to political
repercussions for the then ruling party in the subsequent elections in November, 2018.
Social media played a vital role in mobilizing public support and shedding light on the
sensitivity and political implications of caste-based social justice issues. The third case
centers on the Stand-Up India scheme, a government initiative fostering entrepreneurship
and economic empowerment among marginalized communities. Social media played a pivotal
role in disseminating information, showcasing its impact, and facilitating discussions on its
effectiveness.

The Hathras Incident: A Cry for Justice

The Hathras incident, a case of sexual assault and brutality against a young Dalit woman
in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, shook the nation in September 2020. The victim,
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a 19-year-old Dalit girl, was allegedly gang-raped by four men from an upper-caste
community. Tragically, she succumbed to her injuries two weeks later. The incident’s heinous
nature and the alleged mishandling of the case by local authorities, including the cremation
of the victim without her family’s consent, sparked widespread outrage and protests across
the country.

As news of the Hathras incident broke, social media became a crucial platform for
disseminating information, expressing outrage, and demanding justice. On September 29th,
the day of the victim’s death, the incident gained significant attention on social media
platforms like Twitter and Facebook, with hashtags such as #Hathras trending widely.
Journalist Tanushree Pande’s timely reporting and videos of the victim’s cremation without
her family’s consent further intensified discussions on social media.?* Her continuous updates
on social media throughout the night provided real-time information to netizens, fueling
their anger and calls for justice.

The incident’s virality on social media was also driven by influential personalities,
celebrities, and prominent figures who expressed their outrage and grief within hours of the
victim’s demise. Actors like Akshay Kumar?’, Abhishek Bachchan?, Farhan Akhtar and
cricketers like Suresh Raina?” and Virat Kohli were among those who took to Twitter to
demand strict actions against the perpetrators and justice for the victim. Social media also
played a pivotal role in mobilizing protests and demonstrations across the country. Activists,
civil society groups, and concerned citizens used platforms like Twitter to organize protests,
candlelight vigils, and virtual events to express solidarity with the victim’s family and demand
justice.

However, the incident also exposed the dark side of social media, with misinformation
and polarizing narratives spreading rapidly. Some individuals presented a completely
different perspective of the Hathras incident, suggesting that it was not a case of gang-rape
or caste atrocity but rather an honor killing. Such views found support from those who
sought to delegitimize the victim’s suffering and cast doubts on the veracity of the reports.
This led to heated debates and discussions on social media, reflecting the platform’s potential
for both positive change and the dissemination of harmful narratives.

In the aftermath of the incident, social media continued to be a space for demanding
justice and accountability. People used hashtags like #JusticeForManishaValmiki?® and
#DalitLivesMatter to keep the issue alive and ensure it stayed in the public consciousness.
Discussions on social media put pressure on authorities to take swift. The continuous pressure
from social media users led to the formation of a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
the case. Social media played a crucial role in drawing national attention to this issue within
a short span of time, leading to widespread public outcry and demands for justice. The
tweets by journalists, celebrities, and influencers acted as catalysts, amplifying the voices
of those seeking accountability and exposing the brutality faced by marginalized communities.

The SC/ST Act Judgment: Public Outcry and Political Responses

The Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. State of Maharashtra case in March 2018 involved
the Supreme Court of India bringing safeguards to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (SC/ST Act) to prevent its misuse. However, this
ruling sparked protests by Dalit communities who believed that the introduced safeguards
weakened the Act’s potency in safeguarding their rights. Social media played a pivotal role
in mobilizing people on a massive scale.?® Representatives of the SC/ST caste groups called
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for a national strike on April 2, 2018, and the message spread rapidly on various social
media platforms. Hashtags, messages, and videos related to the protests went viral,
galvanizing support and uniting voices from different parts of the country. People shared
real-time updates, videos, and images. Social media platforms served as an avenue for
protestors to voice their opinions, present diverse views on the matter, and discuss the
implications of the judgment.?®® The protests had far-reaching consequences in the political
arena, as evident in the elections in Madhya Pradesh, where the ruling party, BJP, faced
electoral setbacks due to the heated situation and discontent among various sections of
society.?* Social media played a significant role in amplifying the voices of opposition, exerting
pressure on the government to address the concerns raised by the protestors.

The incident served as a stark reminder of how sensitive issues related to caste and
social justice can become highly contentious and polarizing. The government’s swift response
in filing a review petition and later introducing an amendment bill?? to restore the Act’s
original provisions was, in part, a response to the public pressure exerted with help of social
media.?? It reaffirmed the significant role that social media can play in fostering social and
political change. It also highlighted the complexities involved in addressing social and political
1ssues concerning caste.

The STAND-UP scheme: Empowering Dalit Entrepreneurs

The Stand-Up India scheme, launched by the Government of India on April 5, 2016, is a
flagship initiative aimed at promoting entrepreneurship and economic empowerment among
marginalized communities, particularly Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
and women. The scheme facilitates access to credit and financial support for aspiring
entrepreneurs from these disadvantaged backgrounds, encouraging them to set up greenfield
enterprises. It aims to foster the growth of startups and promote self-employment, thus
transforming beneficiaries into job creators rather than just job seekers. As a first-of-its-
kind initiative with specific focus and objectives, the Stand-Up India scheme is distinct
from historical precedents and is designed to address barriers that have hindered aspiring
entrepreneurs from SC, ST, and women backgrounds in starting their own businesses.

Social media has played a crucial role in spreading awareness about the Stand-Up India
scheme and its impact.?* Government officials, organizations, and entrepreneurs have utilized
various social media platforms to share information about the scheme’s benefits, eligibility
criteria, and success stories.?® They have disseminated updates, policy changes, and training
programs related to the scheme through posts, videos, and live sessions, ensuring wider
access to information. Social media has also facilitated networking and collaboration among
entrepreneurs from marginalized communities, providing a space for knowledge-sharing
and peer support.

In April 2023, on the completion of 7 years of the scheme, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced that the government has sanctioned more than ' 40,700 crore to
over 1.8 lakh accounts under the Stand Up India scheme in the last seven years.?®
Furthermore, to spread awareness about this initiative and its positive impact on Dalit
lives, the scheme has received extensive promotion through tweets from various government
handles, including PIB?’, Prasar Bharati®®, Ministry of Finance?®, the President of India’s
handle, and PMO India*. Additionally, several private news organizations have also tweeted
about the scheme
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Dr. Milind Kamble, an Indian entrepreneur, who founded the Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DICCI) and received the Padma Shri in 2013, often posts about
government initiatives for Dalits. In a Februaary 26, 2020 tweet, Dr. Kamble posted about
the news that Government of India has extended the Stand Up India Scheme (SUIS) until
2025. The extension aims to give further impetus to the scheme. He tagged several prominent
accounts, including @PMOIndia, @narendramodi, @nitin_gadkari, @sidbiofficial, and
@PIB_India, to ensure broader visibility and engagement regarding the government’s
commitment to empowering entrepreneurs from marginalized backgrounds.

Additionally, beneficiaries have used social media to provide feedback and raise concerns
about the scheme, enabling the government and stakeholders to address grievances and
improve implementation. The dynamic and inclusive nature of social media has been
instrumental in promoting and supporting the Stand-Up India scheme, reaching a broader
audience and empowering aspiring entrepreneurs from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Through various tweets, social media posts provide diverse perspectives and updates on
the Stand-Up India scheme.*' Social media also acts as a platform for people to express their
opinions about the scheme’s effectiveness and its alignment with its original purpose.*? There
are calls for revisiting the eligibility criteria to ensure that it continues to serve its intended
objective of promoting entrepreneurship among SC/ST communities. It can be said that
social media disseminates updates about the government scheme, keeps the audience
informed and engaged, fosters connections and support, and offers mentorship opportunities
for the beneficiaries. It enables entrepreneurs from marginalized backgrounds to learn and
access valuable resources, thereby empowering them on their entrepreneurial journey.

The analysis of three critical Dalit issues highlights the profound impact of social media
in shaping public discourse, mobilizing support, and advocating for change. The Hathras
incident exemplified how social media disseminates information, amplifies voices, and fuels
protests for justice. The Subhash Kashinath Mahajan v. State of Maharashtra case
demonstrated social media’s role in widespread mobilization and political consequences.
Conversely, the Stand-Up India scheme showcased how social media helps in promoting
government initiatives, empowering marginalized communities, and fostering entrepreneurship.

The analysis highlights the transformative impact of alternative media, empowering
marginalized communities like Dalits to amplify their voices and challenge dominant
narratives globally. Alternative media in India has become a powerful platform for addressing
specific issues and promoting citizen participation. It reflects social change as educated and
empowered Dalits utilize this medium to demand justice and shed light on injustice.
Alternative media fosters a culture of dialogue and intellectual exchange, providing a space
for diverse ideological viewpoints to flourish. Looking ahead, online platforms are expected
to play an even larger role, empowering marginalized voices and revolutionizing mainstream
media’s agenda-setting power. The dimensions noted in the analysis for the purpose of this
study have been mentioned as follows:

Empowering Voices on Multiple Platforms

Dalit influencers effectively use diverse social media platforms to disseminate information,
share personal stories, and draw attention to community issues. They reach a broader
audience through videos, images, and concise messages on platforms like YouTube,
Instagram, and Twitter. Social media is crucial for promoting awareness and advocating for
Dalit rights. The three case studies taken above showcase this analysis.
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Hashtag Activism, Use of Satire and Sarcasm

Hashtags like #DalitLivesMatter mobilize widespread support, engaging not only the
Dalit community but also celebrities and activists. Dalit influencers amplify each other’s
voices, building a collective movement. Satirical techniques, including meme pages, engage
a wider audience and create awareness about social issues. Emotional appeal and sentiment
ignition lead to humanizing Dalit struggles, making advocacy more impactful and
empowering individuals to share their experiences. These interconnected strategies on social
media lead to raising awareness on issues faced by Dalits and other marginalized
communities.

Impact of Pan-Platform Engagement and Convergence of Social
Media Platforms

Cross-platform engagement enables broader reach and dissemination of information.
Reposting and retweeting content from fellow influencers strengthens advocacy efforts.
Influencers maximize impact by strategically using different platforms. Some of them create
detailed YouTube videos, providing in-depth analysis on specific issues. They cross-post
these videos on platforms like Twitter and Facebook, catering to diverse content preferences
and reaching different demographics effectively. Such unique engagement features and the
viral potential of their content amplify their messages, enabling them to reach diverse
demographics effectively.

Spreading Top-Down Information and Influencing Governance

Social media bridges the communication gap between the government and marginalized
communities like Dalits. It enables access to information about policies and schemes directly
from authorities and provides a platform for voicing concerns and demands. Dalits utilize
social media to demand inclusive policies, drive social change, and promote awareness of
justice issues. This interactive process fosters transparency and accountability in governance,
empowering marginalized communities to influence policy decisions that impact their lives.
Social media becomes a catalyst for social change, fostering solidarity and empowering
communities like Dalits to demand justice, equality, and better opportunities for their
upliftment.

Social Media Driving Mainstream Media and Independent Discourse
Formation

Social media’s influence extends beyond its platform as it drives mainstream media
coverage by setting the news agenda. By rapidly disseminating trending topics and amplifying
1ssues, social media at times compels mainstream media to take notice, leading to broader
coverage and discussion of important Dalit concerns. Additionally, it facilitates the formation
of independent discourse, enabling Dalit communities to engage in discussions on their
terms and shape public narratives about their issues.

The analysis also reveals how social media can act as a double-edged sword. It enables
the free flow of information, but the absence of stringent fact-checking can lead to the spread
of disinformation. The fast-paced and unfiltered nature of social media contributes to the
rapid dissemination of misinformation, necessitating critical thinking and media literacy
skills. Alongside the potential for positive change, social media also presents risks, including
abuse, harassment, and harmful content. Social media influencers, including those from
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Dalit backgrounds, may display biases in their posts, aligning with their ideologies and
promoting partisan agendas. Responsible social media usage calls for fact-checking, reliance
on credible sources, and self-regulation to maintain integrity in advocacy. Moreover, the
amplification of unverified claims poses concerns, highlighting the importance of critical
consumption and discerning credible information sources. Additionally, the echo chamber
effect can limit outreach, hindering engagement with opposing views. Overcoming these
challenges entails promoting media literacy and critical thinking among users. By addressing
these issues, Dalit social media influencers can harness the power of social media for
meaningful change, amplify community concerns, and foster an inclusive and informed online
discourse.

Footnotes

! This article is part of the ICSSR project titled Media and the Marginalised: A Study of the
Internet Era for Marginalised Section by Project Director Dr. Swadesh Singh, Assistant Professor,
Satyawati College, University of Delhi where Smriti Yadav worked as research assistant.
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