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Editorial

Education is one of the most potential weapons to fight against socio-economic maladies like poverty and
inequality. Education is equally key to enhance India’s competitiveness in the global economy especially in
view of interdependence and integration of Indian economy with world economy posing many challenges like
maintaining international quality in higher education and acceptability and sustainability of skilled manpower.
This seems to be more important for a country like India which is the second largest system of higher education,
next only to USA, Therefore, ensuring access to quality education for all, in particular for the poor and rural
population, is key to the economic and social development of India. Looking at the ground reality, it gives a
dismal picture of the state of higher education in India. The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in India is 12 percent
while that of some developed countries is around 70 percent , Ballal (2009). One of the reasons of such a poor
state of affairs may be attributed to concentration of educational institutes in the urban areas while majority of
population live in rural areas. This is evident from the fact that in India only as negligible as 20 percent of
Higher Education Institutes are located in the rural areas with more than 65 percent of its population while the
remaining 80 percent of Institutions are located in urban or Semi-urban areas which constitute only 30 to 35
percent of population. This invariably reflects gross disparities in access to higher education in India. Moreover,
over the years Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has been emerging as a potential alternative
to ensure greater accessibility to higher education beyond geographical and political boundaries with all its
advanced tools like teleconferencing, email, audio conferencing, television lessons, radio broadcasts, interactive
radio counseling, interactive voice response system, and CD ROMs and it can also facilitate many such academic
and administrative activities with e-orientation

An academic revolution has taken place in higher education particularly in the past half century marked by
a paradigm shift in scope and opportunity. Over the years higher education system has become an enterprise
having much of business orientation with all its exposure to fierce competition at different levels of stakeholders.
Indian education system considered as one of the largest of its kind in the world also faces/encounters enormous
challenges in the new millennium. These challenges are diversified and manifold stretching from contemporary
curriculum development, quality assurance and accreditation and ethical value propositions to policy planning
and governance. In a technology driven society knowledge rewrites the fate of a nation and so does higher
education. One of the major reasons for India’s performance for being not that encouraging was due to suboptimal
investment on higher education in the recent past. With unprecedented growth of knowledge typically in the
area of information and communication followed by globalization shrinking the world into a global village,
competitiveness has become a decisive force of growth. This necessitates massive investment on higher education
so that availability of internationally acceptable highly skilled manpower can be ensured. But, this drive
for internationalization of higher education is a highly ticklish and delicate move and should not be accomplished
at the cost of identity of the nation as rightly quoted “Internationalisation of higher education is one of the ways
a country responds to the impact of globalization yet, at the same time respects the individuality of the nation
(Knight and deWit, 1997)”. As a part of India’s integration into the world economy the role played by potential
foreign participants need a special mention. The impact of potential entrants on Indian higher education system
can be felt in most of the functional areas like access, equity and quality. Moreover, in view of the inherent
lapses in the regulatory structure of the system, unregulated foreign participation may lead to unfair and
exploitative practices; to mention a few high capitation fees, misrepresentation of courses and corruption in
admission process which may further accentuate the functional and ideological differences. Thus, in order to
ensure excellence and reasonable match between demand for and supply of globally acceptable labour, striking
balance has to be restored between accessibility to world-class educational system and model exemplifying
national values, ethics and standards. Given this background, an attempt has been made in this paper to identify
the recent status of higher education system of India and explore the possibilities of revamping and revitalizing
the core functional areas so that growth in this crucial sector becomes qualitative and sustainable.

—FEditor
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T IRA o TeET fHeft 3o foer
1 HEEU ANEH @Il faRR &
E HEM |Yd Sfo Toi5 JHIE was
aRA & q Uegufa faifad gu
AR 3=H 12 99 d% 3§ U W
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1942 & 3=

F1 gfieg 3
=i ThaEl &
ERIEE

foemen At

i 39 o 1 e € fF fava & fwdt oft
STRIEH o el oEiieh Zhe Bl ¢ T 1942 §
IR § S <o g3 o1, I8 S I WA 9IRd
I S e T o 2ehd ol fRe e
% STEEA Bl ST a2 TShe & 5 HiUE il TR
% fau STEET S 9H & GRUMHEEY AR
i 31e=a frem g8 3| e § 9% T g T f
Yok i 3G ST STeiS i TLHT WRA i
WAl URM 78l RN 3Td: ARAF S H ST
#1 orEr g A et SFist WeR @i
HaAd-3TR_led o faw Fod i qRd Jaret
% foeml § Tohiee B w@difas B ol T
SIS & GAUR TETeHT et ! T Wl gem fo
HAWE o1 Afgars ifd ¥ 9Rd w@ad 7 8 Fh
Fiifer THe1 Al ot gurE S T ISeen TE 2
t feufa o werm R o fouRi SR eroH
Hifqet & ufterds = fau foaw gu fod= fova g5 o
ST A TfiSh @ werEa Wit e wrde dfe
IS U B g HU AUST WHR T TS A
smeared e fF I8 & a1 98 9Rd I @A H
M| TR g5 TEIfG & q9ETq S TR ST 51
3 T v @ gt T SR SE WA S
%l 9gd 9] H@ <31l 39 =R Tohdd & Fald o
1942 1 3T SA=_IeH g2 36 = i ' AR
@@ =<’ (Quit India Movement ) ot 8d %

Fifer SUSH ! HiGaTSl SR =erarst i @d gq
et S W YR BigA h1 STdI H1| TETHAT Teft
J o ‘efe w o fomar en — ¢SS, ARA
ST & fore wa siet, sAfag I 1 9RdE % fag
Zafed 9 | Big el IR YA: T JeA
fem — “9Ra & TTEE % W B 1, 9k a8
TG © dl Y SRl % HeX § BIS 3D AR
ST TRR F et St ) U A A ifen Tiedish
o foaR S® 1% 7 ol 39 SeIieh 2ohVE &% Rl
IS TR iR stfush T & Tl s fewga
3R goeEH & o fa9g 3= L 39 <o
SMEFA TM H HE HR-HW A 331 Wil fafes
feafa Sc=1 &1 T FEft @A SR Fiew & BE,
THoeh! qen FreTaniia SR Hezantia S 3 39 SRl
T S AN foan qanfu vRda wRfe 9t 3 59
I 9 37T 1 3Tl TN IR AfHehi &1 39
SR | A9 A 1 §8dF o1l AR |reemat
Td Td g o =i @ faRy w4 SR
fafes WHR ¥ faare e=ie &1 3o § T ]
® 91 39 <o A foRR, 99 wid 3R et §
ST & SU 3R feuens ®9 ¥R o forn o, W
Ifeur R4, oeTE, for, ey, ST uive |
Tid H SHRT YA FHH @1 AN SFUST TER 7 39
=Ier i a€t € LAl 3R fdaar 4 gEer w1
v foran i, gieer o iR i & d=iin
THTd & Fad &1 I8 STl JUiedul af I%d 8l
B Hehl, TR AT €9 U 1G99 A% Wl Fiifh
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IRHIHT B AR S M| @R I hi Teas
#H & fau wicag e T wrdE & fa s &
THAER &l @A gU Ufed SO @ Te% F foran
— ‘gl W iR BA-HYS S HEROEE A
% HE Hl Tk W §, W D W F IR Fad
T vl W1 1 Gt w9 TP hfaqd o=
THIE & TESRE TRA BIEN F ARG FEE 14
TS 1942 5. Sl a6 | H1UF FHT HrIhION GhAf
5 i & a1 59 wsaa | 9% |won & A off
for ' ara o fafewr- wmm &1 @ o7 g =ifeul
€ ARG a2 Tl 39 1 Aohord & forg stevees 2l

™. U (shem), wmy-om, o T dea favafaemem, wdqa
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T IMET & SN WA 9 9Rd &
RO va & @1 ® AR <9 a
W & fou HHSIR B s @ R
AR & foes gwad
Ieedl, Hifqe w SRl 9 faue
WA W T g Ghdll 9Rd Hi
s § & s iR T
I 3T S Hehal Bl T3l 9N
TH gheldl i TR WK
T, Fifeh g T Feft e
& Waaal & fau qen wEeR,
TSTaTE, ST HHTEE & SThA0
% faeg @m M WHE 9Ra
feifeer g =1 fogd o g3m
2, o7d: e wRdra S |fHfd
TAfY® RER IR H TS ohl
qNd 9§ 82 S 1 A e ©
g 34 9A & fog foes g i
T W G e w21
ST SRR A & T T
St A 93 & W 9§ 3Eh! P
AFEE 1 & R T e @
of 99 fRa | R 9 ST 1942
# g "werew el ' dfed
STl e®, T2y WarieT,
e . S FUAT, STAYRT
A0, STHESTE, A hed™
TR & Al s fRwr w1 femn
T | TEY W & ST AqEH
33T, TSR A <9/ w ST HY
‘Y A AU (F Fd FH) HT HA
fem o | iR @ e WMl W
fear &1 3 9g 33T | W, 3T
JEOR A o gwe TR sfeam
fieiee &ftw 1942"" o foran & fo

39 o<ieF H gfaw J 538 9R
Tiferar =t e HH-T-HH 7000
=fgd AR T q9T 60 229 AfFA
i FIwR foran T | R-awwr
W & ITIER ATl i G&
10,000 § 40,000 & T&F off ' 39
SR ol TRt I 9 JRard
T 1 SFENGR 2T ol R
A A ot 30 A< H1 gue |
foran | s @, duEal ek
Rt 3 @ g fagy fwen
&, geg oAfuys foiy ime
IR | foha |

30 YRR Tafe= gelt 3R st
& 99 THTES & Feld I8
=1 quid: 9%d 7 8 Hel
EREEINEE npL I -l CA R
F A WIE qUT T H g Hid
T &1

EElteaeTicic e cH o icT
HEA B gL N T MReed
& HEd HY 7 O Hifek T
A I H U g8 T
TR T | 3HR T N
3@ * T Sl WAl YER &
%o ¢ o

"The August Revolution was
a revolt of the people against
tyrrany and oppression and can be
compared with the fall of bastilie
in the history of france or the
October Revolution of Russia. It
is as Symbolic of a new
confidence and a new stabure that
the people had attained."®

31T T ST shifd TRz
T AR & faeg S &

fosiE ol sHeht g e Sdia
% U a1 ®F H TR FHif 9
1 ST Hehdl 1 I8 S | S
T i fovar =1 oias ot

S oft g, o @ JEAT g e
f g ®9 9 %A dH &
AR T8 oRied 39 AY H
TEEqul of fh o 99Ul 9ra
I ST BT Tehdl & GF F 91
o SR S-S & " o T
I ST ST

T YR SURfafad qeai &
YR W W HE Thd ¢ b T
1942 & 3T 1 gfRyed fafay
foaerr faumaisti & o @ o
&, aeTier THEl w1 ReR o
@1, SEHT Yedih vd §H Hid ©
at gt fropd W TgEd @ TR oS
fat Te-fea &t gfe 9@ s
g1 g Ifus weE @I
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9RT & e SR fam Bt @ wEar @ SfifeEm
Afer=erer 3 feran: ' 77 397 gefaebrer & o791 grgHe
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% THRHS B hl I T ThRIHb TeqsTl
1 T2 SR o Teran S wReE ot ffera feman
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Land Reform:
Need for
Agricultural

Development in
Bihar

Dr. Gokhula Prasad Singh

The socialists believe that the existence of
feudal or semi feudal relations is the real cause of
backwardness and poverty in rural communities.
The emancipation of the peasantry from the
bondages of institutional depressors will unleash
forces which shall automatically raise levels of
production in agriculture.

Land reforms aim is to make more rational
use of scarce land resource by affecting condition
of holdings, imposing ceilings and floors on
holdings so that cultivation can be done in the
most economical manner, i.e., without any waste
of labour and capital; on the other, it is a means
of redistributing land in favour of the less
privileged classes and of improving the terms and
conditions on which land is held for cultivation
by the actual tillers, with a view to ending
exploitation. Land reforms also aim at providing
security of tenure, fixation of rents, conferment
of ownership etc and bring the actual cultivator
in direct contact with the state. Need it be
mentioned that in the rural economy, the
agriculturist is the lynch- pin of the whole social
chariot, and that in order to revitalize the rural
economy. Therefore the methods of land reforms
adopted in Bihar are as follows:

(a) abolition of intermediaries, (b) tenancy
reforms, i.e., regulation of rent, security of tenure
for tenants and conferment of ownership on them,
(c) ceilings and floors on land holdings, (d)
agrarian reorganization including consolidation

of holdings and prevention of sub-division and
fragmentation, and (e) organization of co-
operative farms.

(A) The Abolition of Intermediaries: When
India achieved independence, the land system of
a country was a Pandora’s box of various tenures
and it was believed that the land tenure system
then obtaining was unsuitable either from the
view point of more production or of social and
economic justice. There were three types of land
tenure —Zamindari, Mahalwari and Ryotwari
system of tenure were founded in India and Bihar
also.

Bihar has taken steps to abolish the
intermediaries by effected legislation in 1950 and
compensate to them Rs. 239 crores either in cash
or in the form of bonds.

(B) Tenancy Reforms: Tenancy cultivation
may be done by small proprietors who find that
they have an insufficient quality of land or it may
be carried on by landless laborers. In a country
like India where the demand for land is much
more than its supply on account of a growing
population, exploitation of weak and unprotected
tenants at the hands of reckless landlords in a
wide spread evil.

The legislation for abolition of intermediaries
is aimed at providing land to the tillers, but it
does not mean that it shall put an end to the
problem of tenancy. The panel on land reform
recognized this fact and recommended the
desirability of allowing person who suffers from
disability, a widow or unmarried woman, a minor
or a person suffering from mental infirmity and
members of the armed forces to lease out their
lands.

Measures of tenancy reform pertain to (1)
regulation of rent, (2) security of tenure, (3)
conferment of ownership on tenants.

In Bihar one -fourth gross produce has been
fixed as rent. It is quite disappointing that in
Bihar, no provision exists even for an optional
right of purchase. While the state can facilitate
the transfer of ownership right of land from the
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land lords to the tenants, no
financial burdens are imposed
on the state.

(C) Ceiling on Land Holdings:
Ceiling on land holdings
means, beyond a certain
specified limit, all lands
belonging to the landlords will
be taken over by the state and
allotted to small proprietors to
make their holdings economic
or to landless labourers to meet
their demand for land holdings.

An end of ceiling on land
holding is to reduce and
minimize inequality of income,
inequality of ownership of
lands and social justice.

(D) Consolidation of
Holdings and Prevention of Sub-
division and Fragmentation: The
problem of agricultural
holdings not only the holdings
are small but also fragmented.
They are found not in one
compact block but in tiny plots
scattered all over the village.
Each holding consists of many
scattered piece of land.
Consolidation is achieved by
first pooling all land in the
village into one compact block
and dividing it into compact
block among all the farmers in
the village. A farmer who has a
holding of 5 acres which is
scattered in, say 10 places will
get (after consolidation) a
compactblock of 5 acres in only
one place. Consolidation of
holding is beneficial since it
saves time and labour, facilities
improvement of land through
irrigation and decreases
litigation.

The consolidation movement
has made considerable progress
in many states. Some states like
Gujrat, Madhya Pradesh, and

West Bengal has provided laws
for voluntary consolidation but
voluntary consolidation is not
remedy of sub-division and
fragmentation. But Punjab and
Haryana has been completed
the consolidation work. These
states get increasing returns of
agricultural products and
remark a very progress states.
But Bihar has not consolidated
the lands yet.

(E) Co-operative Farming:
According to some authorities
as well as the Indian Govt. has
accepted the fact that a
permanent solution to the
problem of small and scattered
holdings is co-operative
farming. Mahatma Gandhi
wrote: “I firmly believe, too,
that we shall not derive the full
benefits of agriculture until we
take to co-operative farming.
Does it not stand to reason that
it is far better for a hundred
families in a village to cultivate
their lands collectively and
divide the income there from
than to divide the land anyhow
into a hundred portions?
Ultimately the Govt. of India
has accepted that the object of
land reform is to establish co-
operative firms in India.

Reasons for the Poor
Performance of Fand
reforms in Bihar

After division of Bihar, the
separated Bihar’s economy is
agricultural economy. We can
not deny the fact that without
growth and development of
agriculture based industry, the
state can not progress and
relieve from poverty.

Itis amatter of wonder that
the legislation of land reforms

is existed in Bihar but the
fruitful results are not achieved.
Due to unsuccessfulness of land
reforms many problems like
nuxalism, kidnapping, dacoities,
smuggling etc are occurs in the
state.

We can say the following is
the chief reasons for poor
implementation of land
reforms: lack of political will,
absence of pressure from below,
unorganized and inarticulate;
lukewarm and often apathetic
attitude of the bureaucracy,
absence of up-to-date land
records; an legal hurdles in the
way of implementation of land
reforms.

Following suggestions can
be given below for effective
land reforms in Bihar:

(1) legislation should be
framed expeditiously by
the state to provide
security of tenure and
right to purchase in
respect of homestead
lands on which tenants
and agricultural workers,
mostly belonging to the
weaker sections, viz.
scheduled casts and
scheduled tribes have
constructed their dwelling
houses.

(2) Acomprehensive cadastral
survey programme will be
given high priority so as
to prepare and maintain
up to date records of
tenancy, more especially
of share croppers.

(3) The surplus land come
from ceiling of land and
the government waste

land available for
distribution to new
assignees should be
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consolidated in compact
blocks and to promote co-
operative farming,

(4) Civil courts should not be

involved in the
implementation of land
reforms. Revenue
tribunals should be

constituted in the nature
of special itinerant courts
which will bring justice to
the door of poor people.
The state should also

provide free legal
assistance to the share-
croppers.

(5) All landless labourers,
share-croppers and small
holders of the villages
owning less than 2 acres of

land may elect 5-7
members from amongst
themselves to constitute a
village committee.
Members of each village
committee may elect one
of their members to the
block committee.

(6) Constitute and promote
co- operative system not
only in farming but in
marketing too.

Undoubtedly, there is a
need for strengthening
administrative machinery. It is
necessary to induct in the
administrative machinery the
representatives of tenants,
share-croppers and landless
labors so that effective actions

*
*
*

L C R C R (4

are taken at the grass root level
where returns are filed, records
are scrutinized, apples and
revisions are made at the
primary level.

No doubt, land reform is
the need of the days for
‘Rainbow’” and ‘Food Chain
Revolution’ in Bihar.
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Issues and

Challenges of

Food Security in
India

Dr. Phanindra Kumar Singh

India, the second populous country after
china, is facing the problem of food insecurity at
an alarming rate. The irony is that it is an
agriculture based economy with more than 70
percent people engaged in agriculture directly or
indirectly. We are developing at a faster rate of
growth except China where the growth rate is
around 12%. Still we are facing the problem of
hunger, malnutrition and under-nourishment.

High economic growth rates have failed to
improve food security in India leaving the country
facing a crisis in its rural economy. According to
GOI Economic survey, food grains production in
India has declined from 208 per kg per annum
per capita in 1996-1997 to 186 kg only in 2009-10,
a decline of 11 percent. Despite reduced
production, India has been exporting on an
average 7 million tones of cereals per annum,
causing availability to decline further by 15 per
cent from 510 gms per day per capita in 1991 to
436 gms in 2008. Various report say that number
of undernourished people is rising reversing gains
made in 1990’s. According to a 2004 article from
the BBC 30 million people have been added to
the ranks of hungry since mid- 1990’s and 46
percent of children are underweight. Slowing
growth in food production, rising unemployment
and declining purchasing power of the poor in
India are combining to weaken the rural economy.

Food security refers to the availability of food
and one’s access to it. A house hold is considered
food secure when its occupants do not live in
hunger or fear of starvation. There are two

commonly used definitions of food security. One
is from UN'’s food and Agriculture organization
(FAO) which explains that food Security exists
when all people at all times have physical, social
and economic access to sufficient, safe and
nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life.
The united states Department of Agriculture
(USDA) is of the view that food security, for a
house hold means access by all members at all
times to enough food for an active, healthy life.
Food security includes ata minimum (1) the ready
availability of nutritionally adequate and safe
foods and (2) an assured ability to acquire
acceptable foods in socially acceptable ways (that
is, without resorting to emergency food supplies,
scavenging, stealing or other coping strategies).

Issues Relating to Food Security in
India

Food security has been a major
developmental objective in India since the
beginning of planning. India achieved self
sufficiency in food grains in the 1970’s and has
sustained it since then. In recent years the food
grains production has increased and this
production has touched 2500 lakh tones in 2011-
12. But the achievement of food grains security
at the national level did not percolate down to
households and the level of chronic food
insecurity is still high due to the weaknesses and
shortages of Storage, marketing and processing
methods. Over 225 million people in India remain
Chronically under nourished. According to the
Tendulkar committee’s report a huge 87 percent
of Indians do not prescribe to the minimum
calorie norm. In 2000-01, about half of the rural
children below five years of age suffered from
malnutrition and 40% of the adults suffered from
chronic energy deficiency. Such a high level of
wasting away of human resources should be a
cause for concern.

Prof. Prabhat Patnaik of JNU Delhi, blames
the central Govt. for unable to mitigate the
problems of hunger and food security in the
country. According to him the figure of calorie
norms per person has come down to 138
kilograms per person during 2007-08 in
comparison to Pre-British days when the per
person calorie norm stood at a annual 200 kgs.

Associate Professor, Department of Economics, B.D. College, Patna
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He even said, to add to the
woes, the Govt. has divided
India’s masses into BPL and
APL categories which in effect
means that persons under the
BPL category will be able to get
subsidized food grains and
those under the APL not,
despite the division between
the two categories being
minimal. Prof. Patnaik is of the
view that capitalist industry
and peasant agriculture can
never grow in tandem in a
balanced manner.

Despitelargest food schemes
relating to anti-poverty and
anti-hunger plan in the world
for the poorest of the poor, we
come across the naked truth of
deaths in India owing to chronic
hunger, stomach ache,
dysentry, anemia, malnutrition,
debt, etc. The Hindustan Times
(29 march 2010) in an article
“Break down in Balangir” and
“Safety nets Collapse in
Balangir” asserts while visiting
55 families where people
mostly below 40 had died over
two years across 27 villages in
Balangir (Orissa) and found
that malnutrition is sparking a
lifelong cycle of fatal weaknesses,
disease and death. Many of
those who died could not make
do with 25 kg of subsidized rice
per month. In 2008, the supreme
court has ordered 35 kg, an
order common violated by
states. Meanwhile, Orissa’s
food subsidy programme
allows even ministers, officers
and legislators 25 kg of
subsidized rice at Rs. 2 per kg
every month, under an “above
the poverty line” Programme.
Many in Balangir earn less than
Orissa’s poverty line of Rs. 356
per month but they are not
officially classified as below the
poverty line (BPL). Orissa civil
supplies and consumer affairs

minister Sarda Prasad Nayak,
acknowledged the last BPL
survey in 1997, was faulty. A
later survey in 2002 still has not
been implemented till march
29, 2010. (survey by Hindustan
times).

In the ultimate twist to India’s
food subsidy Programmes, H.T.
found that the 25 kg at Rs. 2 per
kg is now the only income for
many families. Distressed
families resell up to half their
food grains to buy other
essential including medicine for
their failing bodies.

Hindustan Times recorded
similar Patterns in Journeys to
55 families in 27 villages in
Balangir where 62 percent of all
families officially live below the
poverty line across 6,575 sq km,
more than four times larger
than the national capital
Territory of Delhi. In interviews
many officials in Balangir
confirmed that they were
witnessing a deepening cycle of
poverty. It could explain how
millions of hungry people are
slipping through the cracks
nationwide, how shoddy
implementation imperils well-
meaning ambitious national
anti hunger programmes; how
mothers become malnourished,
giving birth to more
malnourished children than
anywhere else in the world. (HT
dated 29 March 2010).

Further more, Hindustan
Times in an article, “where
tribal’s kill hunger with
flowers” asserted that the
Mavesiand Gaund tribes living
in a cluster of seven settlements
in Banda district of Uttar
Pradesh have a diet largely
comprising Mahua Flowers.
The two tribes are not listed in
the state’s scheduled tribe list.
Government schemes such as

mid-day meals Sarv Shiksha
Abhiyan, Integrated child
development schemes, old age
pension and Janani Suraksha
Yojana (for pregnant women)
are unheard in this part of Uttar
Pradesh.

Hence we can say that
despite a range of food-for-
work and other wage
employment programmes, our
country is facing a big concern
to feed the whole chunk of
downtrodden sufficiently.

Food Security
Challenges in India

In Recent years, our
economy is booming and its
growth rate have been among
the highest in the world. The
dark side, however is that one
in every five Indians suffers
from overt or covert hunger.
“Hunger” as stated by Amartya
sen and Jean Dreze is
“Intolerable in the modern
world” in a way it, could not
have been in the past because it
is “So unnecessary and
unwarranted”. India is a
glaring example of how food,
sufficiency at the aggregate
level has not translated into
food security at the household
level. About 214 million people
are chronically food insecure.
Moreover, about 40 million are
exposed to natural disasters.
Among children (mostly rural
and tribal) about 50% of them
are undernourished, 23 percent
have a low weight at birth, and
68 out of 1000 die before the age
of one year. Even there is a high
prevalence of anemia and other
micronutrient deficiencies.

Internationally, India is
shown to be suffering from
alarming hunger ranking 66 out
of 88 developing countries
studied by IFPRI in 2008. India
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as part of the world community
has pledged to halve hunger by
2015, as stated in the
millennium development goal
I, but the present trends show
that this target is unlikely to be
met.

In this context, the most
important challenge before us is
to bring down the poverty line
in the poor’s ambit. Peasant
should be encouraged to uplift
their standard of living by
means of raising income at the
Govt. and NGO level.

The second challenge
confronting the people is the
rising prices of food articles.
Farmers are not getting the fair
price due to unscruplous
methods of traders and
middlemen. This should be
mitigated at the lowest level in
the interest of peasants.

The impact of the global
food crisis has been powerful
and already quite devastating
as food shortages and high
prices of food have adversely
affected billions of people
especially the poor in the
developing world.

Thirdly, the policy neglect
of agriculture over the past two
decades, leads to low public
investment in agriculture and
in agricultural research. This
has been associated with low to
poor yield, especially in tropical
agriculture and falling
productivity of land. Greater
trade openness and market
orientation of farmers have led
to shifts in acreage from
traditional food crops to cash
crops that have increasingly
relied on purchased inputs. The
lack of attention to relevant
agricultural research and
extension by public bodies has
denied farmers access to
necessary knowledge. All this

mean that the number of
hungry people is increasing in
certain developing regions.

Prices for seeds, fertilizers
and pesticides have increased
quite sharply. There have also
been attempts in most
developing countries to reduce
subsidies to farmers in the form
of lower power and water
prices, thus adding to
cultivation costs. Costs of
cultivation have been further
increased in most developing
countries by the difficulties in
accessing institutional credit. So
many farmers are forced to opt
for much more expensive
informal credit networks that
have added to their costs.

The other challenge is being
posed by the developed
countries in the form of
producing bio-fuel from the
cereals, an alternative to
petroleum. The impact of both
oil prices and govt. policies in
U.S, Europe, Brazil and
elsewhere that have promoted
bio-fuels, has led to significant
shifts in acreage to the
cultivation of crops that can
produce bio-fuels. For example
in 2007 the U.S. diverted more
than 30 per cent of its maize
production, Brazil used half of
its sugar cane production and
the European union used the
greater part of its vegetable
oilseeds production as well as
imported vegetable oils, to
make bio-fuel. In addition to
diverting corn output into non-
food use, this has also reduced
acreage for other crops and has
naturally reduced the available
land for producing food.

In addition, there is the
impact of recent climate change
Global weather disruptions
have been a key driver affecting
global crop prices between June

2010 to April 2011, projecting
warmer climate and early
growing seasons will increase
crop susceptibility to pests and
viruses. The rapid melting of
glaciers in Asia is of huge
consequence to china and India,
where important rivers are fed
by such glaciers. This will
deprive the hinterland of much
needed irrigation water for
wheat and rice crops during dry
season. This is of global
significance since china and
India together produce more
than half of the world’s wheat
and rice.

Moreover pressure on
supplies bottlenecks from a
rapidly expanding on global
population is also aggravating
the food prices. FAO estimates
that global population by 2050
will climb to 9.2 billion from an
estimated 6.9 billion in 2010.

Corruption and negligence
of the officials in the gigantic
food programmes run by the
Govt. are not being implemented
properly. India has the largest
food schemes in the world for
example.

1. Entitlement
programmes
(@) ICDS (All children

under six, pregnant
and lactating mother)

(b) MDMS (All primary
school children)

2. Food subsidy programmes
(@) Targeted  public

distribution system
(35kgs/per month of
subsidised  food
grains)

(b) Annapurna (10 kgs of
free food grains for
destitute poor)

0 Employment
programmes

feeding
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(d) National rural
Employment scheme
(100days of employment
at minimum wages)

(e) Social safety Net
programmes

(f) National old age
pension scheme
(monthly pension to
BPL)

(g) National family
Benefit scheme
(compensation in case
of death of bread
winner to BPL families)

(h) Unemployment
allowance as in U.P.
(started by the present
chief Minister)

Lastly, covered storage
facilities is also posing a great
challenge due to limited
capacity of them. About 70% of
wheat storage is being left for
other sources apart from 30%
by the government machinery.

Conclusion and
suggestions

Since food security and
hunger are caused by a large
number of factors, solutionstoo
have to be mufti-pronged in nature.

First, improve the skills of
the poor for market oriented
jobs, so that they are absorbed
in the sunrise industries such as
hospitality, security, health and
construction.

Secondly, start a drive to
plant fruit trees on degraded
forests and homestead lands
that belong to or have been
allotted to the poor. This will
not only make the poor people’s
diet more nutritious, but will
also diversify their livelihoods
and reduce seasonal vulnerability.

Thirdly, revamp small
holder agriculture. The need is
greater investment in irrigation,
power and roads in the poorer
regions.

Fourthly, Since the slower
growth in agricultural productivity
is a big concern, we have to
usher in second green revolution
to accommodate the rising
population.

Fifthly, public distribution
system (PDS) should be
strengthened in such a manner
that it should be useful for the
needy poor people, even for
economically weak middle class
people living in far flung areas.

Sixthly, launch a drive in
collaboration with civil society
to cover the poorest, as a large
number of homeless and poor
living in unauthorized colonies
in Urban areas have been
denied ration cards and thus
are not able to avail themselves
of PDS, on the ground that they
do not have an address.

Seventhly, Launch massive
watershed development
programmes in central India,
where most tribes live in. In a
successful watershed programme,
the poor benefit in three ways
:- First, as the new sown area
and crop intensity increases
more opportunities for wage
employment. Second, increased
water availability and reduced
soil erosion increases production
on small and marginal farmers
lands and third, it also
improves access to the poor to
more fodder fuelwood, and
water. NREGA assets should be
monitored for atleast five to six
years to establish their links
with drought proofing and
enhanced availability of water.

Eighthly, prepare a
comprehensive list every two
years of all destitutes needing
free or subsidized cooked food.
Open up mid-day meals
kitchen to these old, destitutes
and hungry in the villages. This
is already done in Tamil Nadu
and its replication in other
states should be funded by the
GOI. Establish community
kitchens across cities and Urban
settlements to provide
inexpensive subsidized
nutritious cooked meals near
Urban homeless and migrant
labour settlements.

Ninthly, India requires a
significant increase of targeted
investments in nutrition
programmes, clinics, disease
control, irrigation, rural
electrification, rural roads and
other basic investments,
especially in rural India. Higher
public investments and more
importantly, the quality of
public expenditure in these
areas need to be accompanied
by systematic reforms that will
overhaul the present system of
service delivery.

Lastly, private investors
should be encouraged to invest
more in the field of storage.
Moreover, big farmers in this
field can be an asset if there is a
provision of subsidy in
constructing warehouses to
them by the Government.

Furthermore, it all requires
improving the governance,
productivity and accountability
of government machinery.
Awareness and publicity of the
Government food schemes
should be the core matter in this
respect and a massive
campaign should be launched
in far flung tribal areas of
different parts of the country.
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Entrepreneurship
and Economic
Well-being

Dr. Anwar Imam

Entrepreneurship is the act of being an
entrepreneur, which can be defined as “one who
undertakes innovations, finance and business
acumen in an effort to transform innovations into
economic goods”. This may result in new
organizations or may be part of revitalizing
mature organizations in response to a perceived
opportunity. The most obvious form of
entrepreneurship is that of starting new
businesses (referred as Startup Company);
however, in recent years, the term has been
extended to include social and political forms of
entrepreneurial activity. When entrepreneurship
is describing activities within a firm or large
organization it is referred to as intra-preneurship
and may include corporate venturing, when large
entities spin-off organizations.

According to Paul Reynolds, entrepreneurship
scholar and creator of the Global Entrepreneurship
Monitor, “by the time they reach their retirement
years, half of all working men in the United States
probably have a period of self-employment of one
or more years; one in four may have engaged in
self-employment for six or more years.
Participating in a new business creation is a
common activity among U.S. workers over the
course of their careers.” And in recent years has
been documented by scholars such as David
Audretsch to be a major driver of economic
growth in both the United States and Western
Europe.

Entrepreneurial activities are substantially
different depending on the type of organization

and creativity involved. Entrepreneurship ranges
in scale from solo projects (even involving the
entrepreneur only part-time) to major
undertakings creating many job opportunities.
Many “high value” entrepreneurial ventures seek
venture capital or angel funding (seed money) in
order to raise capital to build the business. Angel
investors generally seek annualized returns of 20-
30% and more, as well as extensive involvement
in the business. Many kinds of organizations now
exist to support would-be entrepreneurs
including specialized government agencies,
business incubators, science parks, and some
NGOs. In more recent times, the term
entrepreneurship has been extended to include
elements not related necessarily to business
formation activity such as conceptualizations of
entrepreneurship as a specific mindset resulting
in entrepreneurial initiatives e.g. in the form of
social entrepreneurship, political entrepreneurship,
or knowledge entrepreneurship have emerged.

The entrepreneur is a factor in microeconomics,
and the study of entrepreneurship reaches back
to the work of Richard Cantillon and Adam Smith
in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, but was
largely ignored theoretically until the late 19th
and early 20th centuries and empirically until a
profound resurgence in business and economics
in the last 40 years.

In the 20th century, the understanding of
entrepreneurship owes much to the work of
economist Joseph Schumpeter in the 1930s and
other Austrian economists such as Carl Menger,
Ludwig von Mises and Friedrich von Hayek. In
Schumpeter, an entrepreneur is a person who is
willing and able to convert a new idea or
invention into a successful innovation.
Entrepreneurship employs what Schumpeter
called “the gale of creative destruction” to replace
in whole or in part inferior innovations across
markets and industries, simultaneously creating
new products including new business models. In
this way, creative destruction is largely
responsible for the dynamism of industries and
long-run economic growth. The supposition that
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entrepreneurship leads to
economic growth is an
interpretation of the residual in
endogenous growth theory and
as such is hotly debated in
academic economics. An
alternate description posited by
Israel Kirzner suggests that the
majority of innovations may be
much more incremental
improvements such as the
replacement of paper with
plastic in the construction of a
drinking straw.

For Schumpeter,
entrepreneurship resulted in
new industries but also in new
combinations of currently
existing inputs. Schumpeter’s
initial example of this was the
combination of a steam engine
and then current wagon making
technologies to produce the
horseless carriage. In this case
the innovation, the car, was
transformational but did not
require the development of a
new technology, merely the
application of existing technologies
in a novel manner. It did not
immediately replace the
horsedrawn carriage, butin time,
incremental improvements
which reduced the cost and
improved the technology led to
thecomplete practical replacement
of beast drawn vehicles inmodern
transportation. Despite
Schumpeter’s early 20th-century
contributions, traditional
microeconomic theory did not
formally  consider the
entrepreneur in its theoretical
frameworks (instead assuming
that resources would find each
other through a price system).
In this treatment the
entrepreneur was an implied

but unspecified actor, but it is
consistent with the concept of
the entrepreneur being the
agent of x-efficiency.

Different scholars have
described entrepreneurs as,
among other things, bearing
risk. For Schumpeter, the
entrepreneur did not bear risk:
the capitalist did.

For Frank H. Knight (1921)
and Peter Drucker (1970)
entrepreneurship is about
taking risk. The behaviour of
the entrepreneur reflects a kind
of person willing to put his or
her career and financial security
on the line and take risks in the
name of an idea, spending
much time as well as capital on
an uncertain venture. Knight
classified three types of
uncertainty.

* Risk, which is measurable
statistically (such as the
probability of drawing a
red color ball from a jar
containing 5 red balls and
5 white balls).

* Ambiguity, which is hard
to measure statistically
(such as the probability of
drawing a red ball from a
jar containing 5 red balls
but with an unknown
number of white balls).

* True Uncertainty or
Knightian Uncertainty,
which is impossible to
estimate or predict
statistically (such as the
probability of drawing a
red ball from a jar whose
number of red balls is
unknown as well as the
number of other colored
balls).

The acts of entrepreneurship
are often associated with true
uncertainty, particularly when
it involves bringing something
really novel to the world, whose
market never exists. However,
even if a market already exists,
there is no guarantee that a
market exists for a particular
new player in the cola category.

The place of the
disharmony-creating and
idiosyncratic entrepreneur in
traditional economic theory
(which describes many
efficiency-based ratios
assuming uniform outputs)
presents theoretic quandaries.
William Baumol has added
greatly to this area of economic
theory and was recently
honored for it at the 2006 annual
meeting of the American
Economic Association.

The entrepreneur is widely
regarded as an integral player
in the business culture of
American life, and particularly
as an engine for job creation and
economic growth. Robert Sobel
published The Entrepreneurs:
Explorations Within the American
Business Tradition in 1974. Zoltan
Acs and David Audretsch have
produced an edited volume
surveying Entrepreneurship as
an academic field of research,
and more than a hundred
scholars around the world track
entrepreneurial activity, policy
and social influences as part of
the Global Entrepreneurship
Monitor (GEM) and its
associated reports.

Though Entrepreneurs are
thought to have many of the
same character traits as leaders,,
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involve particular psychological
dispositions, or operate in
purely business spheres of life,
recent European theorising on
the subject has suggested that,
come the era of neo-liberalism
and ‘big society’ politics that
promote conceptualising
humans as economic agents per
se, normal, everyday people
usually marginalised from the
term ‘entrepreneur’ are too
involved in the very same kind
of processes that ‘big business’,
proper entrepreneurs are
involved with. Entrepreneurs,
and entrepreneurship, as such,
might be enacted by anybody,
encountering as they do
economic uncertainty on an
everyday basis.

Concept of
Entrepreneurship

It has assumed super
importance for accelerating
economic growth both in
developed and developing
countries. It promotes capital
formation and creates wealth in
country. It is hope and dreams
of millions of individuals
around the world. It reduces
unemployment and poverty
and its a pathway to prosper.
Entrepreneurship is the process
of searching out opportunities
in the market place and
arranging resources required to
exploit these opportunities for
long term gains. Itis the process
of planning, organising,
opportunities and assuming.
Thus it is a risk of business
enterprise. It may be
distinguished as an ability to
take risk independently to

make utmost earnings in the
market. It is a creative and
innovative skill and adapting
response to environment of
what is real. The concept of
entrepreneurship has a wide
range of meanings. On the one
extreme an entrepreneur is a
person of very high aptitude
who  pioneers change,
possessing characteristics
found in only a very small
fraction of the population. On
the other extreme of definitions,
anyone who wants to work for
himself or herself is considered
to be an entrepreneur.

Promotion of
Entrepreneurship

Given entrepreneurship’s
potential to support economic
growth, it is the policy goal of
many governments to develop
a culture of entrepreneurial
thinking. This can be done in a
number of ways: by integrating
entrepreneurship into
education systems, legislating
to encourage risk-taking, and
national campaigns. An
example of the latter is the
United Kingdom’s Enterprise
Week, which launched in 2004.

Outside of the political
world, research has been
conducted on the presence of
entrepreneurial theories in
doctoral economics programs.
Dan Johansson, fellow at the
Ratio Institute in Sweden, finds
such content to be sparse. He
fears this will dilute doctoral
programs and fail to train
young economists to analyse
problems in a relevant way.
Many of these initiatives have

been brought together under
the wumbrella of Global
Entrepreneurship Week, a
worldwide celebration and
promotion of youth
entrepreneurship,  which
started in 2008.

The charity The Aldridge
Foundation sponsors
Academies specialising in
entrepreneurship, teaching core
entrepreneurial attributes to
young people with the aim of
improving their life skills. The
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization was started in
1983 and it’s mission is to
support and inspire college
students to be entrepreneurial
and seek opportunity through
enterprise creation.

Financial
Bootstrapping

Financial bootstrapping is a
term used to cover different
methods for avoiding using the
financial resources of external
investors. Bootstrapping can be
defined as “a collection of
methods used to minimize the
amount of outside debt and
equity financing needed from
banks and investors”. The use
of private credit card debt is the
most known form of
bootstrapping, but a wide
variety of methods are available
for entrepreneurs. While
bootstrapping involves a risk
for the founders, the absence of
any other stakeholder gives the
founders more freedom to
develop the company. Many
successful companies including
Dell Computers and Facebook
were founded this way.
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There are different types of
bootstrapping;:

* Owner financing
* Sweat equity

e Minimization of the
accounts receivable

* Joint utilization

* Delaying payment

* Minimizing inventory
* Subsidy finance

* Personal Debt.
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Non Government
Initiatives in
Natural Resource
Management

Rajiv Ranjan Singh

The world’s greatest concentration of
biological wealth is found in tropical developing
countries including Africa that are beset by acute
poverty. In these regions, the loss of biodiversity
is accelerating as poverty is increasing. African
tropical forests represent one of the world’s great
remnant blocks of closed canopy habitat. This
forest is under increasing pressure from
population growth, unsustainable resource use,
hotter and drier climate, poor management, and
other problems related to poverty, scarce financial
resources and political instability. Other factors
of forestry degradation include unsustainable
timber exploitation, shifting cultivation, urban
expansion, and other human activities, which are
posing increasing threats to this globally-
significant tropical forest resource.

African countries rich in natural resources
and biological diversity are witnessing high
deforestation rates and loss of their biodiversity.
Search for short-term economic gains and poverty
of the populations living in areas rich in
biodiversity are at the root of environmentally
harmful behaviour. Well known examples are
slash-and-burn practices, excessive commercial
logging and clearing of natural habitats for
agriculture and urban expansion.

Biological diversity comprises countless
plants that feed and heal people, many crop
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varieties and aquatic species with specific
nutritional characteristics, livestock species
adapted to harsh environments, insects that
pollinate fields and microorganisms that
regenerate agricultural soils. Biodiversity,
essential for agriculture and food production, is
threatened by urbanization, deforestation,
pollution and the conversion of wetlands.
Biodiversity is very important to food security
for the very poor in Africa. A diversity of
cultivated species and varieties of crops, trees,
livestock and fish help poor farmers to spread
risks, especially in marginal environments.

In Africa, environmentalists have focused on
the conservation of endangered animals, plants
and trees taking little account of the needs of the
poor people and time and again well-intentioned
conservation efforts on protected area systems
have been resisted by local people whose
livelihoods have been jeopardised. People can be
allies of the conservationists, but for this to come
about we have to focus much more on
sustainable use, rather than on conservation for
its own sake.

CAF development, advocacy and public
awareness activities will emphasize the
importance of biodiversity for agriculture, food
security, nutrition, sanitation and rural
livelihoods, and especially for those populations
living in marginal and harsh environments.

JBIC Project: Integrated Natural Resource
Management and poverty Reduction in Haryana

The ongoing JBIC Project: Integrated Natural
Resource Management and poverty Reduction in
7 Districts of Haryana, supported by Haryana
Forest Department.

The Household Survey on “Integrated
Natural Resource Management and Poverty
Reduction in 7 districts of Haryana” is part of the
effort to assess various poverty indicators, village
resources and to find out strategies to reduce
poverty in these areas. The present survey has
made a serious attempt to deepen our
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understanding of the poverty
status in villages, needs and
areas of concern relating to
reduction of poverty. The
survey has been conducted in
85 villages of seven districts
from the state of Haryana.

Objective of the Survey

To undertake baseline
survey across a sample of caste
and class structure, including
gender, in project designated
villages to understand the
existing inequity and assess
poverty status.

Methodology

The survey methodology is
based on participatory interaction
and observation through focus
group discussions with the
villagers of the designated
villages through village level
meetings to identify among
others the key indicators of the
study. The second part of the
survey was based on stratified
random sampling to target one-
third of households in each
village. The adoption of
sampling technique would be in
such a way thatit represents the
actual overall position of the
households combine together in
the targeted village. For that,
one third respondents from
each section i.e. BPL/APL
households, landless, landholders,
SCs, BCs, and general castes,
would be taken to represent the
actual population of the village
being surveyed.

Coverage

The survey covered nearly
15000 households taking

around 150 to 200 households
from each designated village
who were interviewed through
Household Questionnaire. Our
sample is dispersed among 7
districts and 85 designated
villages of Haryana. The total
population figure around 4,
766,06 from a total of 82,730
households. Data were collected
through intensive field survey
using a structured interview
schedule and supported with
participant observation
through village level survey.
The study duration was for five
months.

Major Findings

Village Profile

The village profile depicts a
clear picture of demography of
the specified villages in details.
It consists of population, caste,
land resources, education,
health facilities, agriculture,
water sources, climatic
conditions, communication,
livestock, and wage pattern.
The data is collected through
participatory assessments at
village meetings.

Baseline Household Survey

Caste: The focus on caste is
highlighted in the household
survey as most of the lower
caste; especially the SCs do not
have any land property/assets,
whichis considered as the route
to resource generation. We have
given the caste scenario of each
specified village.

Gender Disparity: It has
been a long tradition in
Haryana villages that males

enjoy more prerogatives than
females in any decision making
process, whether within their
households or beyond. This
gender discrimination can be
considered to be one of the
major causes for poverty as the
main work force, i.e. the female
population, in these villages is
not considered as an important
constituent in the decision
making process.

Education: Our findings
say thathouseholds with lower
level of literacy/ education have
higher poverty incidence than
those with higher levels of
literacy/education.

Poverty Level: The poverty
level is not homogeneous in
terms of their natural, social, or
economic environments. A vast
majority of population from SC
community is poor.

Livestock Details: Almost
all the villagers, irrespective of
their caste and economic level,
in all the districts have
livestock. Income from
livestock is not much as it
should be. This potential has to
be tapped by formation of dairy
cooperatives to generate
regular sources of income on a
continuing basis and initiating
the empowerment process
more particularly to the women
sections of the society.

Income  Source: The
households of these seven
districts of Haryana are
dependent on different sources
of income such as agriculture,
wage labour, service in
government and private
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sectors, business, animal
husbandry, etc. Most of the
peoplein the villages are highly
dependent on agriculture,
though some have diversified
income sources since they are
unable to meet their basic needs
through agriculture.

Our analysis shows that
there is a move away from
agriculture. It reflects the
interaction of several factors,
including access to land, water,
and credit; land degradation;
population growth;
technological change; and
market forces. In some villages
persistence of poverty damages
the fragile resource base and the
environment of all people in
general.

Awareness level and
interest of SHG: We have found
two different statistics about the
awareness and interest level of
people about SHGs. The
awareness level about SHG is
very less. Once they are aware
of the benefits of SHGs, they
start taking interest in
formation of SHGs. The women
take interest in SHGs formation
more keenly than their male
counterpart. They feel it is one
such source through which the
income can be increased.

Awareness Level about
INRM: Though the people are
aware of the integrated natural
resource management, they are
divided in their opinion to our
questionnaires on soil and
water conservation, plantation,
and management of forestry.

Conclusion

On the basis of our survey
and data analysis, we have
found that the rural poor lacks
access to adequate land, water,
and credit facilities. They have
little human capital in terms of
minimal skills required for
involving themselves in any
other source of income, apart
from their traditional sources of
income.

They encounter limited
employment opportunities in
villages. There has been a high
level of illiteracy in SC
community as compared to
overall scenario of the villages
and also high degree of Gender
Disparity.

Suggestions

An Empowerment Approach
is needed particularly amongst
the females. The importance of
pursuing an “empowerment”
approach is more important
than a “delivery” approach that
treats beneficiaries as mere
recipients and not as subjects of
change.

Improvement in Female
Education is also essential as it
can have synergistic effects on
both education and income
generation. The institution
building process needs to be
strengthened starting with
SHGs, and followed by
cooperatives by involving
three/six SHGs under one
cooperative for initiating
in the

various activities

socioeconomic domain.

Networking for
Community-Based
Natural Resource
Management

Community forestmanagement
in Thailand demonstrates
effective cases of local initiative and
activecommunity involvementin
managing natural resources at
the village level, with support
from the government. However,
issues related to forest
management have multiplied
in their complexity and can no
longer be solved by relying on
each village’s resources alone.
As a result, many local
communities have joined
together to form networks-an
interconnected group or system
of organizations, institutions or
individuals working together
for a set of common goals and
objectives, to manage their
resources. Emerging from
community forest networks, are
other networks such as
watershed management
networks and coastal resource
management networks.

Collaboration with other
communities facing the same
problems in relation to natural
resources has helped to develop
appropriate strategies and
plans, and in harnessing
assistance from national and
international agencies to
support their efforts.

The success of community
networking for natural resource
management depends on a
variety of factors, and through
examining innovative forest
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management and integrated
approaches, RECOFTC aims to
provide a hands-on opportunity
for natural resource management
practitioners to explore and
study these factors more
closely. As a participant on this
study tour you will learn how
local communities in Thailand set
up their networking channels to
manage forest and water
resources for sustainable
natural resource management
and livelihood strategies. You
will meetlocal people face-to-face
and discover their challenges,
achievements and traditional

practices that have been
sustained and adapted during
times of rapid change.
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Preparation of
Environmental
Management
Plans

Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Singh

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) is
aimed at mitigating the possible adverse impact
of a project and for ensuring to maintain the
existing environmental quality. The EMP
converses all aspects of planning, construction
and operation of the project, which are relevant
to environment. It is essential to implement the
EMP right from the planning stage and then
continuing it throughout the construction and
operation stage. Therefore the main objective of
the EMP is to identify the project specific activities
that would have to be considered for investigation
of the significant adverse impacts and the
mitigation measures required. The impacts due
to development works construction will be first
minimized by adequate planning and taking
constructionactivities as per PERT and CPM Chart.

Air Environment

Provision shall be made for sprinkling of
water on loose soil to avoid dust generation. The
debris and unutilized construction material and
earth from the construction site shall be removed
immediately to recycle within the project so that
no nuisance dust is generated due to wind. The
vehicles employed by the developers shall be
checked for vehicular emissions. The developers
shall also impress upon the service agencies to
get vehicles regularly checked for vehicular
emissions.

Construction Activities shall not be allowed
at Night. The mitigation measures shall include
regular maintenance of machinery and provision
of personnel protective equipments to workers
where needed. The steps shall be taken to reduce
the impact of noise by taking to plantations from
the very beginning. A Hot Mix Bitumen Plant
with air pollution control system shall be used to
provide Bitumen Macadam Roads and entire
operation shall be mechanized to complete the
work in shortest duration and in one go. The
permission of the Himachal Pradesh State
Environment Protection & Pollution Control
Board shall be taken as relevant.

Extensive plantation is plan to mitigate the
impact of noise and to improve the ambient air
in general. The standby generator shall be
installed with enclosures as per guidelines of
Central pollution Control Board and after taking
consent from Himachal Pradesh Environment
Protection & Pollution Control Board under Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
However, be allowed to install generators on
roadsides, in corridors or in such a manner to act
as a public nuisance, by way of making this a part
of agreement, while allotting the flats. Any
residential area once occupied is also expected to
bring vehicular traffic. The traffic studies on NH-
21A show that the range of mean speed is 40 to
45 KMPH. Median speed is nearly 45 to 50 KMPH.
85th percentile speed is nearly 50 KMPH. 98th
percentile speed is in the range of 58-60 KMPH.
vehicles move in 28 KMPH pace whereas on Sai
Road that will connect colony to NH-21A 30% of
the vehicles move in 18 KMPH Pace. It shows that
there is no problem of congestion on the main
road but Sai Road is congested to some extent.
The congestion, however, is more related to the
movement of Tractor Trolleys as found on this
road due to construction activities being taken
around in Baddi. Once the construction boom is
over, the road traffic shall be normal. Further
looking into this aspect the road connecting
colony with Sai Road that will run through the
colony shall be extended by the developers to the
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village Katha side providing a
2-way entrance to the colony
and equally distributing the
ingoing and outgoing traffic to
the colony. Traffic Forecasting
is done for the next 10 years
using the formula Projected
Traffic = P(1+r/100)n

* P= Present Peak Hour

Volume

* N= Forecasting Period
* R = Growth Rate

Thus due consideration has
been given to traffic
management. The layout of the
colony is further so done thatno
traffic congestion is there.
Adequate parking space is
provided. Parking space for
Blocks-A and B is being
provided at G.F so that there is
no parking on roads. About 180
Kg/day of solid waste shall be
generated from the proposed
housing colony. The Developer
plan to introduce a paid house-
to-house garbage collection
work for which cycle carts shall
be provided. A designated sites
for provision of Safai Kendra to
segregate the solid wastes and
undertaking solid waste
management through
vermiculture biotechnology is
envisaged. The Environment
Management Cell by developer
in consultation with HIMUDA
and HPSEP&PCB shall take all
steps to see the compliance of
the Municipal Solid Wastes
(Management and Handling)
Rules, 2000. Thus there are no
chances of air pollution, odour
nuisance and problem of flies.

The run-off during
development shall be controlled
by removing construction

related solid waste as malba,
loose soil etc. quickly. Further
land clearing activity shall be
kept to the absolute minimum
by working at the specific sites
one by one where construction
is to take place. A septic tank
shall be provided with toilet
facilities to meet the daily needs
of labour during working
hours. Workers shall be
discouraged from toilet in open.
Both roof top rainwater
harvesting and storm water run
off shall be tapped for
recharging the aquifers and
storage. The developers shall
undertake  Rain  Water
Harvesting in Parks and Public
Places. The provision of the
same shall be made compulsory
for those who shall purchase
plots and construct it.

TheEnvironmentManagement
Cell of the Developers shall
further carry out awareness
campaigns on the same for the
owners of the individual plots.
A Roof Top Area of 40000 Sq.m
with annual Roof Top Rain
Water Harvesting Potential of
32000 m3 is available. The
details of rain water harvesting.

The Strom Water plan is
attache A Sewage Treatment
Plant of 900 m3/ day capacity is
planned to treat the sewage to
BOD <5 mg/1. and recycle the
same. About 1800 Kg/day of
solid waste shall be generated
from the proposed housing
colony. The Developer plan to
introduce a paid house-to-
house garbage collection work
for which cycle carts shall be
provided. A designated sites for
provision of Safai Kendra to
segregate the solid wastes and

undertaking solid waste
management through
vermiculture biotechnology.
The Environment Management
Cell by developer in consultation
with HIMUDA and HPSEP&PCB
shall take all steps to see the
compliance of the Municipal
Solid Wastes (Management and
Handling) Rules, 2000.

Land Environment

To avoid erosion of the top
soil the development is planned
in the shortest possible time and
landclearing activity shall be
kept to the absolute minimum
by working at the specific sites
one by one where construction
is to take place so as to increase
detention and infiltration. The
activities that result in soil being
laid bare shall be scheduled in
such a way that some type of
vegetative cover appropriate to
the site shall be established
prior to onset of monsoons.

Natural waterways/
drainage pattern shall be
maintained by providing
culverts where needed. The
solid waste generated from the
construction activities shall be
effectively recycled within the
project.

The requirements of sand
and aggregates for the
construction works are met
from in and around Baddi,
where, these are taken out from
seasonal rivulets that get
replenished annually. The
development works shall prefer
use of concrete blocks and
concrete and use of bricks shall
be to minimum. The fly ash
based cement shall be used for
the purpose. For the
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development works the use of
wood shall not be allowed
(Timber Free Construction) and
is replaced by Mild Steel,
Aluminium, Glass and Plastic.
The projectinvolves development
of a residential colony over an
area of 8.79 Ha (21.71 Acres).
The residential area is divided
into 5 Blocks with a total of 1712
Flats (Block-A 336 Flats, Block-
B 368 Flats, Block-C 432 Flats,
Block-D464 Flats and Block-E
112 Flats. Permissible Ground
Floor Coverage is 50% and
Permissible FAR is 1.5. The
Blocks A & B are G.F + 4 Floors
whereas Blocks C, D & E are G.F
+ 3 Floors. A total population
of 9000 is expected with an
average of 5 persons per flat.
Area under housing is only 36 %
of the total area and remaining
area is under common services
as parks, roads, footpaths,
schools and health centre. A 5
m green bet is placed all along
the colony. The land use is thus
so planned that there is
minimum adverse impact.

Energy Management

The orientation of the plots
to maximum extent is planned
to make use of natural lightand
direction of sun. The land use
is thus so planned that there is
minimum adverse impact and
maximum use of principles of
eco design. A fundamental
principle of solar design is to
maximize the solar gain in the
winter and minimize it in the
summer and is used to the
extent possible practically. The
Environment Management Cell
for the colony shall also hold
awareness programmes for the

individual plot owners in this
regard to maximize the benefits
of working with the sun.

Environment
Monitoring
Programme

Regular monitoring of all
significant environmental
parameters is essential to check
the compliance status vis-a-vis
the environmental laws and
regulation. The objectives of the
monitoring will be as follows:

* Toverify the results of the
impact assessment study
with respect to the
proposed projects.

* To study the trend of
concentrated values of the
parameters, which have
been identified as critical
and then planning the
mitigating measures.

* To check and assess the
efficacy of pollution
control equipment.

* To ensure that any
additional parameters,
other than those identified
in the impact, do not turn
critical after the
commissioning of
proposed project.

To implement the EMP, a
structured Environment
Management Cell (EMC)
interwoven with the existing
management system will be
created. EMC will undertake
regular monitoring of the
environment and conduct yearly
audit of the environmental
performance during the
construction of the project. It
will also check that the
stipulated measures are being

satisfactorily implemented and
operated. It shall also coordinate
with local authorities to see that
all environmental measures are
wellcoordinated. A comprehensive
environmental monitoring
program that has been
prepared for the purpose of
implementation in  the
proposed residential colony by
the EMC is described below:

* The Ambient Air quality
shall be monitored at
project Site and two
upward and downstream
locations once every
quarter for RSPM, SPM,
NOx & S0O2, and CO
levels during the
Construction Phase and
Operational Phase. The
Ambient Noise Levels
shall also be monitored
once every six months.

e The Vehicles shall be
checked for PUC once
every quarter during the
development period and
records shall be
maintained.

* Ground-water quality of
the Tube wells in site area
will  be  regularly
monitored preferably
once in a quarter during
the development period.

* Sewage Treatment Plant
shall be provided with a
small Laboratory and
weekly monitoring of the
parameters shall be
undertaken. In addition
monitoring shall be got
done from anindependent
agency as laid down by
Himachal Pradesh State
Environment Protection &
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Pollution Control Board.
All the above observations
will be complied and
documented by the EMC
to serve the following
purposes.

* Identification of any
environmental problems
that are occurring in the
area.

* Initiating or providing
solution to those problems
through designed
channels and verification
of the implementation
status.

* Controlling activities
inside the project, until the
environmental problem
has been corrected.

* Suitably responding to
emergency situations.
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Wages Under
Various Market
Models

Rajiv Kerketta

This is a paper on labour markets. Why are
labour markets important to economic
development? Many individuals and institutions,
including the World Bank and the regional
development banks, seek “a world free of
poverty.” Broadly speaking, those who are poor
are poor because 1) they earn little from the work
they do, 2) the societies in which they live are too
poor to provide them with substantial goods and
services by virtue of their citizenship or residency,
and 3) the poor are not permitted to move to richer
countries. Thus, anti-poverty efforts can be
focused on 1) helping people as workers (defined
broadly to include wage employees, informal
employees, and the selfemployed in all ranges of
the skill distribution), 2) helping people as
citizens/residents through publicly-provided
goods and services, and 3) striving for freer
movement of labour from poor to rich countries.
This paper is concerned with the first channel:
helping improve labour market opportunities for
workers.

Labour markets deserve a prominent place in
anti-poverty efforts. Research studies using
decomposition methodologies have shown that
labour income inequality is as important or more
important than all other income sources combined in
explaining total income inequality; see Ayub
(1977) for Pakistan, Fields (1979a) for Colombia,
Fei, Ranis, and Kuo (1978, 1979) and Fields and
Mitchell (1999) for Taiwan, and Shorrocks (1983)
and Karoly and Burtless (1995) for the United
States. The reason that labour income is so
important is that most poor people in the

developing world derive no significant income
from sources other than their own labour: in the
words of the 1990 World Development Report,
“the poor’s most abundant asset [is their] labour.”
(World Bank, 1990, p. 3). What drives income
inequality, therefore, is that some people earn
very large amounts for their labour while a great
many earn very little. Thus, it is therefore the
inequality of labour incomes that accounts
primarily for the inequality of total incomes.
Labour income also plays a predominant role in
income mobility research. In much of this
literature, economic welfare is gauged by
household income per capita (PCI) or household
consumption per capita (PCC). Research on
changing PCI in Indonesia, South Africa, Spain,
and Venezuela has shown that household per-
capita income changes are determined much
more by changes in household income (the
numerator) than by changes in number of
household members (the denominator) and that
changes in labour income far outweigh changes
in other sorts of income (Fields et al., 2003).

This paper approaches labour markets
through multisector modelling. Multisector
labour market models start with the recognition
thatin many countries, the labour market consists
of quite distinct segments that are linked with one
another. Writing as one who has worked with
multisector labour market models for many years
(e.g., Fields 1972, 1975, 1979b, 1989, 1997,
forthcoming), I owe much of my intellectual
heritage to the early dual labour market adherents
and modelers

Multisector models explain phenomena such
as these: why an increase in productivity might
cause wages to fall; why an economic boom in
one economic sector might produce rising wages
in all sectors; why firms might be able to add
workers at will without having to raise wages;
why urban employment creation may result in
more urban unemployment; and why the solution
to urban unemployment might be rural
development. These phenomena simply do not
make sense in a single market setting.

To develop a framework/typology and lay
out the main issues on multisector labour market
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modelling, the paper proceeds
in four stages. The first main
substantive section (Section II)
presents the essence of labour
market dualism. I maintain that
labour markets often consist of
quite distinct segments and that
auseful and insightful analytical
approach is to start with just two.

The second main substantive
section is on models of wages
and employment in the formal
economy. To be reviewed here
are 1) the market-clearing
labour market model and the
presumed equilibrating forces,
2) above-market-clearing wages
set institutionally, 3) above-
market-clearing wages set by
efficiency wage considerations,
and 4) abovemarket-clearing
wages set by worker behaviour.

The third main substantive
section is on wages and
employment in the informal
economy. This section presents
three characterizations of
informal sector labour markets:

The informal economy as a
free-entry = sector  that
prospective workers enter only
as a last resort, 2) the informal
economy as a desirable sector
that workers choose in
preference to formal sector
work, and 3) the informal
economy with its own internal
dualism, combining 1) and 2).

The fourth main substantive
section is on intersectoral
linkages. The models here are:
1) the integrated labour market
model with full market clearing,
2) crowding models, and 3) the
Harris-Todaro model.

While the models presented
here differ from one another in
important respects, they all

share certain common features
of which the reader should be
aware from the outset. First,
firms in these models are
assumed to be maximizing
profits. This means that they
hire workers, raise wages, and
improve worker quality if and
only if it is in their profit-
maximizing interest to do so.
Second, workers in these
models are assumed to be
maximizing utility. Especially
in poor countries, in which
large numbers of people value
additional goods greatly
compared to leisure, the utility-
maximization assumption may
often be fruitfully replaced by
an income-maximization
assumption. Third, the notion
of “market equilibrium” used
in this paper needs to be
clarified. “Market equilibrium”
is a state toward which a market
tends and, once there, it tends
to stay. “Market-clearing” is a
state in which the quantity of a
good or service supplied equals
the quantity demanded.

Some of the equilibria we
shall deal with in this paper are
market-clearing and others are
not. And finally, I concentrate
on positive analysis in this
paper and offer very little
normative analysis. Much of
what happens in labour markets
is not pretty. My objective here
is to make labour market
outcomes understandable.

The Essence of
Labour Market
Dualism

At the core of dualistic
labour market models is the
distinction between a sector
that is alternatively called

“formal,” “modern,” “industrial,”
or “urban” and another that is
alternatively called “informal,”
“traditional,” “agricultural,” or
“rural.” (At one point, I even
called this latter one the
“murky” sector.) Throughout
this paper, I shall use the
formal/informal terminology.

In my view, labour market
dualism is a useful stylization
of what has been called “labour
market segmentation” or
“labour market fragmentation.”
Why have just two sectors?
Basu (1997) putit well: The dual
economy model of LDCs has
had its demurrers. It has been
pointed out that labour markets
are often fragmented into more
than two parts and also that
dualismis not the distinguishing
feature of underdevelopment
because there are traits of it
even in developed economies.
These are not disturbing
criticisms. Itis unlikely that any
of the initiators of the dual
economy model would deny
that the labour market may in
reality be fragmented into more
than two sectors. The
assumption of duality is merely
for analytical convenience. If
fragmentation - irrespective of
the number of parts - in itself
causes some problems and we
wish to examine these, then the
simplest assumption to make is
that of dualism.

Along similar lines, Dixit
(1973) wrote Earlier: The dual
economy has, over the last
decade, proved itself to be a
useful conceptual framework
for analysing several problems
of economic development..
Dual economy models provide
asignificantly better description
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and understanding of the
problems of development than
any aggregate model, not
because two sectors are better
than one... but because the
sectoral division chosen reflects
several vital social and
economic distinctions in the type
of economy being analysed.

Unfortunately, international
practice has been quite
ambiguous about the feature
distinguishing the two sectors.
The International Labour
Organisation and the Economic
Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean have defined
the informal sector as the sum
of non-professional self-
employed, domestic workers,
unpaid workers, and workers in
enterprises employing five or
fewer workers. In Brazil, the
formal sector consists of
workers who hold labour cards
entitling them to various
benefits and protections and the
informal sector of those who do
not. In other contexts, the
formal sector is distinguished
according to whether the firm
is registered with the
government and pays taxes. Yet
others equate the informal
economy  with  drugs,
prostitution, and other illegal
activities.

The distinguishing feature
that I find most appealing is
that associated with the Nobel
laureates Arthur Lewis (1954)
and Simon Kuznets (1955) as
well as other dual economy
modelers. Lewis, in typical
fashion, presented the
difference between formal and
informal employment in
picturesque terms:

What we have is not one
island of expanding capitalist
employment, surrounded by a
vast sea of subsistence workers,
but rather a number of such tiny
islands. We find a few
industries highly capitalized,
such as mining or electric
power, side by side with the
most primitive techniques; a
few high class shops,
surrounded by masses of old
style traders; a few highly
capitalized plantations,
surrounded by a sea of
peasants. But we find the same
contrasts also outside their
economic life... There is the
same contrast even between
people; between the few highly
westernized, trousered, natives,
educated in western
universities, speaking western
languages, and glorying
Beethoven, Mill, Marx, or
Einstein, and the great mass of
their countrymen who live in
quite other worlds.

For Lewis, the essence of
dualism is the fact that workers
earn different wages depending
on the sector of the economy in
which they are able to find
work. Lewis wrote: “Earnings
in the subsistence sector set a
floor to wages in the capitalist
sector, but in practice wages
have to be higher than this, and
there is usually a gap of 30 per
cent or more between capitalist
wages and subsistence
earnings.” Lewis explained that
although part of the gap is
“illusory” because of the higher
cost of living in the capitalist
sector, there remained a real
wage gap due to a) the
“psychological cost of
transferring from the easy

going way of life of the
subsistence sector to the more
regimented and urbanized
environment of the capitalist
sector,” b) the payoff to
experience in the capitalist
sector, and c) “workers in the
capitalist sector acquiring tastes
and a social prestige which
have conventionally to be
recognized by higher real
wages.”

Kuznets (1955) further
developed the model of wage
dualism and intersectoral shifts
by exploring how various
measures of income inequality
would change as the high
income sector comes to employ
an increasing share of the
population. All of the inequality
measures used by Kuznets
exhibited an inverted-U
pattern, which later came to be
known as the “Kuznets Curve.”
Subsequent research examined
inequality and poverty in the
Lewis-Kuznets process of
intersectoral shifts. More recent
writings on labour market
dualism are grounded in
human capital theory as
developed by Schultz (1961,
1962), Becker (1962, 1964), and
Mincer (1962, 1974). The more
modern labour market dualism
literature stressed that for
dualism to exist, different
wages must be paid in different
sectors to comparable workers.
Many researchers have
reported evidence of such
dualism or segmentation; for
one early compilation of
evidence. Lewis and Kuznets
should not be faulted for
neglecting the human capital
issue, because human capital
theory had not yet been devised
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when they developed their
dualistic development models.

The idea that different
wages are paid to comparable
workers has been incorporated,
largely without question, into
job search theory, which also
did not exist in Lewis’s and
Kuznets’s time. Since the late
1960’s and early 1970’s, a whole
class of models has arisen in
which a wide variety of wages
exist in the labour market, and
workers are presumed to search
among employers for the best
possible opportunities.

Dualistic labour market
models have been criticized on
a number of grounds. A
particularly harsh critic is
Rosenzweig (1988). Rosenzweig
accepted that empirical studies
often show that workers with
given measured human capital
characteristics have systematically
different wages or earnings
depending on the type of
employment in which they are
working. He questioned not the
fact but the interpretation. In his
words: “Do [these differentials]
suggest barriers to mobility -
non-competing groups - or do

they merely reflect compensatory
differentials, rewards for
unmeasured  skills  or
compensation for unmeasured
differences in the disutility of
the work place?”

Rosenzweig favoured the
latter set of explanations, and
therefore found the dualistic
labour market literature
unconvincing. He wrote : “It is
the lack of a precise behavioural
interpretation of the results that
is the principal shortcoming of
the dualistic labour market
empirical studies.”
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Agricultural
Scenario in
Himachal

Pradesh—A Macro
View

Dr. Shankar Shah

With 91 per cent population living in the rural
areas of the State and about 70 per cent of the
total work force depending upon agriculture,
farm economy of the State assumes a great
significance in the context of raising the overall
rate of growth of the economy on the one hand,
and raising the incomes of the vast multitude of
farmers, on the other. The farm sector also faces
serious constraints on productivity front in the
State in the sense that nearly four-fifth of the farm
holdings belong to the small and marginal
category, the irrigated area constitutes about one-
fifth of the total area under plough and the
technology innovations are not possible in
relation to the economies of scale due to
topography and climatic conditions.

Much has been said about the horticultural
revolution in the State and lately, one has heard
about the emergence of vegetable cultivation as
a high return activity. These need to be gone into
to understand whether any such achievements
really exist and if yes, what is their magnitude
and sustainability in the State.

This paper attempts at taking an overview on
the farm sector in the State vis-a-vis the all-India
scenario. In proceeding in that direction, it is
necessary that some basic statistics are presented
and then productivity comparisons are made
with a view to identifying the niche areas or areas

of distinct comparative advantage. Table 1 below
presents the distribution of farm holdings and the
area commanded for the State of Himachal
Pradesh and all-India.

Table 1: Distribution of holdings, area and the
average size of holdings according to 1995-96
Agricultural Census

Holding HP HP Average  India India Average
type number  area size  number  area size
(‘000)  (000ha.) HP (Hect) (‘000) (‘000ha.) India(Hect.)
Marginal 556 230 041 71179 28121 0.40
Small 173 241 139 21643 30722 142
Semi-medium 95 256 269 14261 38953 273
Medium 34 194 571 7092 41398 584
Large 5 78 15.60 1404 24163 17.21
Total 863 1000 116 115580 163357 141

It is interesting to note that the marginal and
small holdings account for 84.5 per cent of the
total holdings in Himachal Pradesh whereas the
all-India situation indicates the number of
holdings in these categories at 80.3 per cent of the
total.

As for the area commanded, the position in
Himachal Pradesh is better than the all-India
scenario. These holdings command 47.1 per cent
of the total area in Himachal Pradesh as against
the all-India figure of only 36.0 per cent.

One important inference is that the generally
advanced argument that the marginal and small
holdings abound in Himachal Pradesh and
therefore, act as a constraint in efforts to raise
productivity, therefore, does not hold enough
water. In fact, the situation at the all-India level
is a bit worse due to much lower command over
the area by these categories of holdings.

The topographical and climatic variations in
Himachal Pradesh do offer a greater scope for
excellence than the all-India scenario. Coming to
the overall holding size for these categories put
together, it is 0.65 hectares for Himachal Pradesh
against the all-India average of 0.63 hectares. One
can also infer that the technology constraints
operate almost identically in both the situations
and lower holding size and preponderance of
marginal and small holdings should not act as a
damper on the larger question of productivity.
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Apart from the distributional aspect of the
farm holdings, the other body of data needing a
look at on the supply side of productivity is the
land use of the available area. The data in this
behalf is presented in table 2 below:

Table 2: Aspects of land use data constituting
the supply side of farm productivity (‘000

hectares)

Land use HP HP 1999- All-India  All-India

1992-93 2000 1992-93 1999-2000
Net sown area 573 551 142509 141231
Gross cropped area 973 953 185487 189740
Net Irrigated area 100 102 50296 57238
Gross irrigated area 175 179 66761 76336
Area under foodgrains 843 823 123148 123104
Area under non-
Foodgrain crops 129 134 62339 66636
Fertilizer consumption
in Kgs./hect. 2935  39.02 66.34 95.23

The above data will now be analysed to
understand the overall structure of the farm
economy for the State of Himachal Pradesh as
compared to the all-India picture on the one hand,
and also for analysing the changes that have taken
place in the two over time, i.e. from 1992-93 to
1999-2000.

The percentage of netirrigated area to the net
sown area in Himachal Pradesh has increased
marginally from 13.4 per cent in 1992-93 to 13.7
per cent for 1999-2000.

The comparative figures for all-India are 35.29
per cent and 40.53 per cent, respectively. The ratio
of the netirrigated area to net sown area at the all
India level for 1999-2000 is three times as
compared to Himachal Pradesh.

Clearly, this fact emerges as a possible
constraint on the productivity potential for the
State of Himachal Pradesh. The other indicator
of performance of the farm economy is the
cropping intensity. The cropping intensity in
Himachal Pradesh increased from 169.8 per cent
in 1992-93 to 173.0 per cent in 1999-2000.

The corresponding figures for all-India are
130.1 per cent and 134.3 per cent, respectively. A
higher cropping intensity in Himachal Pradesh
is indicative of a much intensive use of the area
under the plough as also the available irrigation
potential created. This should generally auger

well for a better productivity picture for Himachal
Pradesh as compared to the country average.

Another attribute of productivity is the
fertilizer use. The data in Table 2 above indicates
that per hectare fertilizer use in Himachal Pradesh
is at one-third the level of the all-India average.
This appears to be a factor responsible for
comparatively lower productivity in Himachal
Pradesh.

However, it would be a bit out of place to
accept it as such despite the fact that firm data on
the overall availability of manure from the animal
wealth in the State is not available. It is, however,
important to mention that the livestock
population of the State is about 55 lakh and could
be contributing significantly to the availability of
manure for the farm operations.

Another attribute which can be considered as
an important indicator of farm diversification and
better productivity in the context of Himachal
Pradesh is the shift from food grains to non-
foodgrain crops. The data presented above in
Table 2 indicates that there has not been any
significant change in the area under non-
foodgrain crops over the period under study from
1992-93 to 1999-2000.

However, there has been a perceptible
increase in the area commanded by the non-
foodgrain crops at the all-India level from 33.6
per cent of the gross cropped area to 35.1 per cent
during the same period.

An important inference that can be drawn
here is that the much hyped farm diversification
story of Himachal Pradesh is not all that true. This
inference again needs to be taken with greater care
because the data available for area under fruits
and vegetables in Himachal Pradesh appears to
be not getting correctly reflected in the annual
season and crop reports, the only authentic source
of such data.

With this preliminary analysis on the supply
side of the productivity, it would be interesting
to go into the productivity data for various crops
for which the comparative data for all-India and
Himachal Pradesh is available.

Since wheat, maize and rice account for a
majority of the area under foodgrains, it will be
appropriate to compare the productivity scenario
for these crops over time. The productivity data
for these crops over time for Himachal Pradesh
and all-India has been analysed and presented in
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the following text. The data for rice crop is
contained in the following table:-

Table 3 : Productivity data of rice : HP and all-
India over time

Year HP area HP production ~ HP AllIndia  AllIlndia  Yield all
‘000 ha.  “000Tonnes Yieldper  area  production  India
ha. (Kgs) lakhha. Lakhtones  (Kgs.)
1973-74  96.8 117.5 1214 382.85 44051 1151
1983-84 928 111.5 1202 41244 600.97 1457
1993-94 823 101.9 1238 42539 803.00 1888
2001-02  80.6 137.4 1700 44622 930.48 2090
Percent
increase  (-)16.7 16.9 40.0 16.6 111.3 816

The data presented in the above table
indicates an interesting picture. For Himachal
Pradesh, the area under rice has declined by 16.7
per cent over the period under study whereas the
production has increased by about 16.9 per cent.

The result is that productivity per hectare has
increased over the study period by about 40 per
cent. Coming to the all-India picture, we see that
the area has shown an increase of about 16.6 per
cent, the production has increased by about 111.3
per cent and the productivity per hectare has gone
up by 81.6 per cent.

These two parameters present a distinct
picture for Himachal Pradesh vis-a-vis the all-
India scenario. There has been a decline in the
area under rice in Himachal Pradesh despite a 40
per cent increase in the productivity. What could
be the reasons for such an area loss need to be
studied separately?

However, it would not be far-fetched to make
a conjecture that the green revolution may have

made a small impact in the State as far as rice
crop is concerned. The bottom-line is that the
productivity increase in Himachal Pradesh has
been below 50 per cent of the national average
and cultivation of rice does not appear to be
presenting a situation of distinct advantage in the
farm scenario for Himachal Pradesh. This is
indicative of the trend in the decline in the area
under rice cultivation in the State.
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Attitudes Towards
Disability in India

Meena Kumari

Attitude is a state of readiness, a tendency to
respond in a certain manner when confronted
with certain stimuli (Oppenheim, 1992). Attitude
towards disabled people have been
predominantly negative in direction and the
intensity of beliefs and behaviours appears to
vary according to not only factors such as culture
(Ingstad & Whyte, 1995~ Stone, 2001), but also
impairment.

Parental attitude

Some of the more common reactive pattern
to the advent of a disabled child into a family are:
realistic coping with the problem; denial of the
reality of the handicap; self pity; ambivalence
toward or rejection of the child; feelings of guilt;
shame and depression; and patterns of mutual
dependence (Telford & Sawrey, 1995).

The presence of a handicapped child in the
family constitutes an additional stress. Defensive
reactions are likely to occur more often and to a
greater degree in such families than in families
where all members are nondisabled.

There are powerful social and personal forces
motivating a parent to deny evidences of the
disability of the off spring. The cultural stereotype
of the ideal child, the parents” expectation that
their offspring will successfully play the roles that
society and his parents assign to him, the parents’
hopes that their child will attain or surpass their
own accomplishments all these contribute to their
“it just - can’t be so” reaction when the child is
apparently unhealthy. Because parents identify
themselves with their children, participate in their
success and failures, bask in their reflected glory,
and are belittled by their shortcomings, they
inevitably experience a loss of self esteem when
one of their offsprings is less than expected.

Disability in the child is partly that of the parent
(Telford & Sawrey, 1995).

The parents may reject the disabled child
because of resentment and guilt. As a result the
child may resent the parents. But, being
dependent upon the parents, the child is forced
to suppress his blame, which produces self
hostility, guilt and anxiety. On the other hand
some parents whether from genuine sympathy
or guilt reactions, may tend to over protect the
child, with equally harmful results. In either
instance, the child’s ego and social status needs
are frustrated. Coughlin (1941) selected a group
of 51 children from the files of the Detroit
Orthopaedic Clinic. In all cases the parents of the
children were living and the researchers knew the
attitude of the parents. Coughlin finds four broad
categories of parental attitude. “The attitude
considered most constructive was that of the
relatively small number of parents who had
sufficient intellectual insight and were so well
adjusted personally that they were able, while
fully realizing the implications of the orthopaedic
problem, to accept it and turn their attention and
energies toward finding means of compensating
for it”. A second generally positive attitude was
expressed by some parents who apparently had
a “complete acceptance of a handicapped child
on an emotional level with very little or no
intellectual insight”. A number of parents had an
adequate intellectual understanding of the child’s
problem, but emotionally were unable to provide
him with complete acceptance. Thus these parents
demonstrated such feelings as over anxiety, over
protection, and “overstimulation of the patient
to accomplish more than he was capable”. Finally,
a group of parents were observed who neither
intellectually nor emotionally were able to accept
the child. These parents possessed both a lack of
understanding on the physical condition of the
child and “destructive attitude” toward the child.
Included among these latter were such factors as
fear of surgery, fear that the child might get worse,
fear of what society would think, and fear of
inability to the economically independent.

Lecturer, School of Education, Nalanda Open University,
34 Floor, Biscomaun Bhawan, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna
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Societal Attitude

An individual is part and
product of his social environment
and so is a person with
disability. His relationship,
attitude and behavior patterns
are vitally affected by the
nature and extent of the
harmony or disharmony of his
relationship with the family
members, relatives, friends,
community members, workplace
colleagues and employers etc.
Tragically enough, the persons
with disabilities are “less
handicapped by their own
disability than by the social
attitude” (Silver, 1957) meted
out to them in every walk of life
(Shrivastava, 1970).

A disabled person, like
every other person, is a “social
being’ and is, therefore, no
different from other able bodied
persons. Itis anirony, however,
that he is not accepted by the
society as he is, for it invariably
focuses its attention on his
disabilities rather than on his
abilities, victims of disease,
accident or negligence, they
have been further victimized by
their peculiar and irrational
prejudice of the society. Social
Scientists have known for
decades that able bodied people
tend to avoid interacting with
people with disabilities,
because they are uncertain
about how to behave in their
presence (Thompson, 1982;
Yamamoto, 1971).

“Most nondisabled people
I know are so driven by their
own fears of damage and death
that they dread contact, let
alone interaction, with anyone
touched by affliction of any
kind” (Berube, 1997) Tringo
(1970) in his study found that,

if a general prejudice exists
toward disabled people, then a
hierarchy toward specific
groups should also be present,
suggesting that those ranked as
least preferred will have the
most difficulty in being
accepted by society. By using a
nine point social distancing
scale, ranging from ‘would
marry’ to ‘would put to death’,
with 21 impairments, it was
found that mental retardation,
alcoholism and mental illness
were the ‘least preferred” by the
nondisabled subjects (n455),
with wulcer, arthritis and
asthama ranked as most
accepted. Tringo’s hierarchy
has been found to be relatively
stable 30 years later, with only
people with cancer showing a
change in position (Thomas,
2000).

Harasymiew et al (1976)
found that stereotypes and
negative attitudes exist not just
in the general population, but
also amongst the health
professionals. Children are
generally regarded as holding
more positive attitudes towards
disabled people than the adult
population (Townsend et al,
1993).

Harper (1999) views culture
as a significant factor in
influencing attitudes toward
different impairments, citing
how an obese child was ranked
as least desirable in the United
States, while in Nepal and New
Zealand this child was ranked
more highly.

In the US during the
upheaval of the 1960s & 1970s,
the disability rights movement
and the women’s rights
movement took their place
beside other social movements

that forever changed the
sociopolitical landscape. It had
its impact globally. Goffman’s
(1963) sociological analysis of
stigma and its consequences in
socially marginalized groups is
frequently cited as foundational
in disability literature reviews.

Goffman’s (1963) and Davis’s
(1961) thesis that relations
between disabled persons and
nondisabled persons are marked
by strain, misunderstanding and
disconnection is supported by
a wide range of data sources.
Murphy (1990) described
disability as a “disease of social
relations’, adding “Social
relations between the disabled
and the able bodied are tense,
awkward, and problematic.
This is something that every
handicapped person knows”.

Summarizing the results of
their interviews with disabled
persons, Murphy and colleagues
reported that “handicapped
people of every condition
complain that nondisabled act
as if we were contagious”
(Murphy et al 1988) and
wheelchair users know that in
public places, they are commonly
“noticed by everyone and
acknowledged by nobody”.

A national sample of 100
employers of the disabled
people, and a similar number of
Disability Employment Advisors
(DEAs) was drawn for a study
in England. 70% of the
employers felt that there were
positive benefits to employing
disabled people, most often
because they are more loyal.
DEAs reported that majority of
the disabled employees give
110% performance, have little
sick leave and are very reliable.
It would be helpful to forge a
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stronger synthesis between, on the one hand,
securing legislative improvement and
enforcement, and on the other, promoting the
universal benefits of a more inclusive society.
Each complements the other.

The following diagram illustrates how public
attitudes about disability can be mapped along a
continuum (see Figure 1). This continuum is
important because this and other research has
revealed clear evidence of how attitudes underpin
behaviour towards disabled people which in turn
affect the everyday lives of disabled people. The
diagram was developed from the results of the
qualitative research.

The continuum of attitudes is applicable to
both disabled and non-disabled people, although
an individual’s own sense of identity as disabled
or non-disabled has complex roots. Nevertheless,
as has been mentioned above, people with health
problems who do not consider themselves to be
‘disabled” appear to hold views which often
correspond to the views held by non-disabled
people with minimal experience of disability.

Figure 1: A continuum of attitudes towards
disability

INCLUSIONARY EXCLUSIONARY

Reject “difference’ Focus on “difference’

Accept broad definition of
disability
Positive view of disabled

Limited definition of disability

Negative image of disabled
people’s lives people’s lives
Egalitarian, accepting Fearful, patronising, uncertain,

sympathetic, sorrowful

Exclusionary

Non-disabled people were asked to describe
how they felt when they saw or met disabled
people. Many reported being embarrassed and
uncertain of how to behave with a disabled
person. There was a fear of causing offence by
offering to help for example, and a fear of the
possible negative reaction from the disabled
person. Some non-disabled people recalled a
strong sense of curiosity when they had met
disabled people, a desire to understand how or
why that person is disabled and to learn about
what their life is like and whether or not it is
different to their own. Others reported feeling

uneasy or fearful of disabled people, these
feelings were particularly strong in relation to
people with learning difficulties or mental illness.

Inclusionary Attitudes

In contrast some non-disabled people
(especially those who had had higher levels of
contact with disabled people) expressed more
egalitarian responses which were less focused on
difference. In this group, people reported feeling
no difference in their social interaction with
disabled or nondisabled people. Additionally,
disabled people themselves commonly expressed
more inclusionary attitudes about disability. The
exception to this being those who did not consider
themselves as disabled.

Inclusionary attitudes were characterised by
a sense of equality and the absence of beliefs
which suggest difference between disabled and
non-disabled people. Similarly, inclusionary
attitudes were founded on the belief that disabled
people have capabilities, rather than disabilities,
and experience the same range of life experiences
as non-disabled people.

Attitudes of the non-disabled are proving to
be a major barrier in the social integration of
persons with disabilities. “The more severe and
visible the deformity is, the greater is the fear of
contagion, hence the attitudes of aversion and
segregation towards the crippled” (Desai, 1990,
p-19). Such attitudes reinforced by religious
institutions may militate against any attempts to
include students with disabilities into regular
schools. For example, Hindus (who constitute 85
percent of the total population in India) believe
that disability is a consequence of misdeeds
performed in the previous life (often referred to
as the doctrine of Karma). Many Hindu religious
institutions and temple trusts, therefore, do not
think a part of their duty is to help persons with
disabilities, because they consider the disability
to be the result of a person’s misdeeds in his
previous life (Rao, 1990). Any attempts to
improve the life of a person with a disability may
be considered a “defiance of the wills of Allah or
as interference with a person’s karma” (Harriss-
White, 1996, p.7 [also see Miles, 1995]). Alur
(2001), in her study found that disability in India
is not seen as something “normal” or “natural,”
rather it is seen as an “evil eye.” Guilt, stigma
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and different kinds of fears tend
to be paramount in such
families. She further concludes
that “the contradiction here was
that Indian society, although
integrated in accepting and
valuing diversity in so many
ways, has a social role construct
of disability which is negative,
discriminatory and
exclusionary”(n.p.). Kannan,
(2000), states that in order to
harness the great potential of
more than 30 million people
with disabilities, it is essential
that “prejudice, mental and
irrational myths concerning
disability, is eradicated.”

Dissemination and public
education: People, including
parents and school personnel,
are largely unaware of the full
intent of the recent legislation
passed by Indian Parliament. A
large number of school
personnel are also not aware of
funding available to include
students with disabilities in
regular schools. There is some
evidence that those educators
who are knowledgeable about
government policies and laws
concerning integrated education
tend to have positive attitudes
toward implementing such
programs (U. Sharma, 2001).
There is also evidence when
parents are knowledgeable and
supportive of integrated
education, they tend to have a
positive effect on school
personnel (U. Sharma, 2001).
Thus, unless people, especially
parents of children with
disabilities and school personnel,
are made knowledgeable about
the various provisions
enshrined in the Act, the

Central and State governments’
commitment to providing
integrated education will be in
vain. Although some attempts
are being made to disseminate
information about the Persons
with Disabilities Act to parents,
to government officials and non
government organizations (B.
L. Sharma, 2001), they have
been extremely limited in
coverage (Chatterjee, 2003).

There is also a greater need
to have a National Resource
Center for Disabilities. Such a
center would work to collect,
and disseminate information on
various aspects of disability
(B.L. Sharma, 2001). The center
would provide information
through various TV and radio
programs as well as through
internet (B.L. Sharma, 2001).
The center would also fulfil the
role of scrutinizing all mass
communication programs (TV,
radio and even entertainment
programs) to ensure that
disability is not portrayed in a
negative manner.

The center could also start
documentary projects (e.g.
video programs) that feature
inclusion being implemented in
different parts of India. Such
programs are likely to make a
positive impact on school
educators who often believe
that inclusion can work only in
Western or developed countries.
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Overview of

Primary Schools
Education in
Delhi

Manisha', S.Vivek Adhish?

Abstract

In Delhi, the Education Department of MCD is
committed to improve the standard of nursery and
primary education, qualitatively as well quantitatively,
For the harmonious development of children,
Government had started School Health Scheme in
March 1979 with the objective of promotion of positive
health, prevention, early detection, diagnosis and
treatment of diseases and referral services to higher
health centres for further treatment and management.
Inspite of the fact, MCD is providing free textbooks,
free school uniforms, insurance cover and mid-day
meals etc.to the children, the situation in the primary
schools has not improved upto the desired level.

According to 1st March 2011, the population
of India is 1,210,193,422 (1.21 billions). The
country added 181 million to its population since
2001, slightly lower than the population of Brazil.
The capital of India, Delhi is considered to be
second largest metropolitan city after Mumbai.
There has been tremendous development in
transport, education and other facilities offered
by the government and other agencies in Delhi
.The population of New Delhi has increased
rapidly in last 10 years. From a figure of 400000
in year 1901, the population of Delhi has increased
to around 16753235 in current year 2011. The
literacy rate in Delhi has increased from 75.29
percent in 1991 to 81.67 percent in 2001 and
further to 86.34 percent in 2011. In other words,

the number of literates in Delhi has increased
from 59 lakhs in 1991 to 97 lakh in 2001 and further
to 145 lakh in 2011.

The Directorate of Education provides
educational facilities in the following stages:
* Pre-primary
* Primary
* Middle/ Upper-primary
* Higher/ Secondary
* Senior Secondary
In Delhi, pre-primary and primary education
are the responsibility of the local bodies namely
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), the
New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) and the
Delhi Cantonment Board (DCB). Middle,
Secondary and Senior Secondary education are
primarily looked after by Directorate of
Education, Government of National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi.

Primary School Education

Under the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act,
1957, primary school education is an obligatory
function of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD). Initially the MCD also ran some 400
Middle Schools and 11 Senior Secondary Schools
(up to June 30, 1970). Thereafter, with effect from
July 1, 1970, Delhi Administration took over these
schools from the MCD. Since then, the education
department of the MCD has only been running
Primary Schools. Number of primary schools has
increased from 2029 in 1991-92 to 2620 in 2007-08
increasing enrolment 9.64 Lakh in 1991-92 to 17.60
Lakh in 2007-08.

School Education

Class Enrolment (In lakh) Number of Schools
1991-92 | 200102 | 2006-07 | 2007-08 | 1991-92 | 2001-02 | 2006-07 | 2007-08

Pre Primary /Primary 9.64 14.34 17.50 17.60 2029 2406 2646 2620
Middle 535 7.81 8.88 9.39 502 666 640 643
Secondary/Sr.Secondary 4.02 5.65 7.57 7.93 1178 1576 1750 1759

Total 19.01 278 3395 3492 3709 4648 5036 5022

(Economic Survey of Delhi, 2007-08)

1. Assistant Research Officer, Department of Medical Care and Hospital Administration,
National Institute of Health & Family Welfare, Munirka, New Delhi

2. Professor and Head, Department of Medical Care and Hospital Administration,
National Institute of Health & Family Welfare, Munirka, New Delhi
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The proportion of male students is higher than
females at school level. In MCD schools, 8.17 lakh
girls were enrolled in comparison of 9.43 lakh
boys. In Delhi, no detention policy is operative at
the primary stage. This implies that an automatic
policy is followed, that is to say that the students
are simply promoted to the next class on the basis
of satisfactory attendance. Despite this, the
dropout rate for Delhi continues to be high. It is
estimated that 25-30% of the children dropout
between classes 1 and 5. The teacher-pupil ratio
in primary schools is 1:48.This shows that the
overall average ratio is quite favourable.

Student Enrolment in MCD
Primary Schools during 2007-08 (In Lakh)

Class Boys Girls Total

Pre Primary/Primary 9.43 8.17 17.60

(Economic Survey of Delhi, 2007-08)

School Health Scheme

Schools have profound influence on thinking
patterns and behaviours of children, their families,
and the community in general. Providing easy
access to health to children in schools, nutrition
and hygiene education and services is a simple
and cost effective tool which can go a long way in
the prevention and control of communicable and
non communicable diseases. Keeping this in view
the Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT
Delhi, started School health scheme in March 1979
with six School health clinics initially which were
later increased to provide comprehensive health
care services to the school going children. The
School Health clinics have been established in the
school premises itself for easy accessibility to
children. These are planned to cover the children
studying in Government and Government Aided
Secondary schools.

Objectives of School Health Scheme
* Promotion of positive Health (Health
Education)
* Prevention of diseases

immunization)

(including

* Early detection, diagnosis and treatment of
diseases

* Referral services to higher Health Centers
for further treatment and management.

Services provided by School health clinic

School health clinic provides comprehensive
integrated health care services to school children
to achieve the objectives of the school health
Program. The following parameters are assessed
in the detailed health examinations:-

1. Nutritional Status by Measurement of
Height and Weight

Clinical Examination and Assessment for
Anemia

N

Eye check up for refractive errors
Hearing test

Dental Examination

ENT Examination

General systemic health examination

© NSOk

Assessment of common health disorders like
Intestinal parasites, Scabies, Pediculosis,
9. Sensory and Motor Examination

10. Curative services through OPD services.

11. Immunization

12. First Aid.

13. Referral to those students who require
attention of a specialist are referred to
referral centers/Delhi govt. Hospitals and
subsequent follow up of these cases.

14. Follow-up of referred children

15. Health education (IEC Material): Based on
Month and Season of the year, thelocal and
focal diseases are emphasized like in winter-
respiratory tract infections, in summer-
water borne diseases, in rainy season-
vector borne diseases like malaria,
conjunctivitis et al.

16. Counseling

Other Methods Adopted

* Helpingin maintenance of healthy and safe
environment.

* Capacity Building of Teachers & Students
* Implementation of Health
Programmes

* Organization of Health Melas (zone wise)
at various schools where on the spot health

special
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examination, Eye, ENT,
Dental check- ups are
done by the specialists.

Welfare Schemes

Inspite of School Health
Scheme, Government is also
providing different welfare
schemes for MCD Primary

Schools children.
e Free Text Books: Education
Department, MCD

provides free text books to
all children studying in
Primary Schools every
year. All Hindi medium &
English text books are
purchased from Delhi
Bureau of Text Books &
Urdu medium text books
from NCERT and
distributed to schools
through zonal stores at the
beginning academic
session.

* Provision for Free Uniform,
Jerseys, Shoes & Socks: The
Education Department
provides subsidy in the
form of cash to all the
children for purchasing
two sets of uniform, a
jersey, a pair of shoes &
two pairs of socks. The
department pays Rs. 500/
-in cash per child to all the
children studying in the
schools run and aided by
MCD.

* Provision for Free Stationery
Items: MCD provides
three note books & one
drawing book for children
studyingin class I & ITand
five note books & one
drawing book for children
studying in class I1I, IV &
V in Municipal Schools
free of cost.

* Mid-day-Meal to All

Children: In pursuance
upon the orders passed by
Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India, the scheme of
providing cooked Mid-
day-Meal to the children
enrolled in schools run /
aided by MCD has been
introduced. All the
schools run / aided by
MCD are covered under
this scheme. For
compliance the orders of
Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India and ensuring the
quality and quantity of
food, the work of
providing cooked mid-
day-meal to all the
children studying in
schools run and aided by
the MCD has been
entrusted to 08 NGOs/
Service Providers. These
NGOs/Service Providers
has established 10 semi
automated  kitchens
throughout the Delhi for
preparing and serving
good hygienic food to
children.

Computer Aided Learning in
Schools: To improve the
academic standards of the
children, Education
Department has introduced
Computer Aided Leaning,
in the Schools run by it, in
phased manner. All the
MCD primary schools
have been grouped in four
groups i.e. Group ‘A’,
Group ‘B’, Group ‘C" and
Group ‘D’. Three MCD
zones have been taken in
one group. This program
is named as Project
Sharada. At present,

Computer Aided Learning
Centershas been established
in 1381 Municipal schools
spanning all 12 zones.
These 1381 schools have
been scrutinized taking in
view that the school has
sufficient basic infrastructure
and facilities and sizeable
number of children in
class 111, class IV & Class
V. Department has plan to
provide such computer
labs in the remaining
schools under the scheme
of Computer Aided
Learning Programme.

Insurance Cover to the
Children: With a view to
provide insurance cover
to all the children enrolled
in schools run /aided by
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, a scheme of Group
Accidental Insurance has
been introduced for
benefit of children in case
of injuries, loss of limb etc.

No fees/funds from
Students: Children
studying in MCD schools
need not to pay any kind
of fee / fund such as boys
fund, hobby funds, PTA
fund etc. at the time of
admission in the municipal
schools or thereafter. The
expenditure made by
schools on such accounts
is recouped by MCD
every year.

School Health Services:
There is a branch of
Health Department in the
name of School Health
Services headed by Addl
MHO (SHS). There is also
one Health Centre in each
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zone and the Medical
Officers & para-medical
staff visits the Municipal
Schools for health check
up of the children
regularly and provides
medical assistance. In
addition the department
is also providing hearing
aids and spectacles to the
needy children.

The Education Department
of MCD is committed to improve
the standard of nursery and
primary education, qualitatively
as well quantitatively, for the
harmonious development of
children. While the MCD claims
to be implementing welfare
schemes (such as distribution of
free textbooks, free school
uniforms, and mid-day meals),
there is no doubt that the
situation in the schools is
becoming from bad to worse.
The plight of the MCD schools
is well known.

Hindustan Times ( 2012) has
published that a total of 26,411
students of Delhi Governemnt
schools were screened for
deficiencies, diseases and
disabilities under the Chacha
Nehru Sehat Yojna, during
December 2011 to January 2012.
An analysis of the data was
carried out and it was found
that 60% of the students were
anemic, 40% were suffering
from refractive error, and
almost everyone had poor oral
hygiene and dental caries.At
least 5,527 students have been
referred for further investigation
and treatment.

There are frequent reports
of MCD not distributing free
textbooks to its students. Mid-
day meals are not given
everyday as the rulebook says.

Jerseys meant for
distribution in winter remain
stacked in the stores while the
children shiver in the cold.

Ninety percent of the students
haven’t got uniforms since
enrolment.

The MCD schools are under
equipped in the sphere of
infrastructure also. There are
enough cases of students sitting
on torn and dirty rags in the
courtyard. Over the years, the
Corporation has not been able
to provide pucca buildings to
them. A large number of them
are still run under tents. The
shortage of teachers and non-
payment of salaries seem to be
perennial problems.
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Implications of
the Impulses for
Philosophy of
Education

Dr. Anita Sharma

Given the existence of these three impulses,
how can they help in providing an overview of
the field of philosophy of education that does not
fall into arguments about disciplinary boundary
maintenance? First, these very broad orientations
are in many respects easier to generalize within
the field than would be any specific set of
disciplinary criteria; many different kinds of
philosophy of education can manifest these sorts
of inclinations. Indeed, it makes for strange
bedfellows when people consider that despite
their vigorous paradigmatic differences they are
actually motivated by very similar underlying
philosophical commitments. Perhaps this
recognition might create a stronger incentive for
them to engage one another respectfully across
those differences.

Second, it is beneficial for philosophers to
consider that the validity they attribute to certain
kinds of arguments may not be driven simply by
the objective force of those arguments, but also
by a particular appeal those kinds of arguments
have for them. This sort of reflectiveness might be
fruitful for various reasons, but a significant
benefit could be in raising a person’s appreciation
for why others may not be moved by the
arguments that seem so patently obvious to that
person; and why the force of argument alone may
not be sufficient to generate philosophical
agreement or reconcile disagreement. Given the
pervasively eclectic and interdisciplinary nature
of the field of philosophy of education, such a
spirit of tolerance and inclusiveness, while not
needing to be unbounded entirely, would be a
valuable corrective to the historical tendency to

establish the methodsor the philosophical school
that will separate proper philosophy of education
from the imposters.

Advocates of more prescriptive approaches
typically buttress their case for dominance by
reference to canonical Great Works (Plato, ancient
Greek philosopher Aristotle, Locke, Rousseau,
Dewey). This sort of system-building across
epistemological, ethical, and social/political
issues is what the great philosophers do, and it is
revealing that for them philosophy of education
was rarely seen as a distinct area of inquiry but
merely the working out in practice of implications
for teaching and learning that were derived from
their larger positions about truth, value, justice,
and so on.

Advocates of more analytical approaches, as
noted, tend to put more reliance upon the tools
of philosophical investigation, and less on
particular authors or sources. In the twentieth
century, versions of these approaches tended to
dominate philosophy of education, especially in
the English-speaking world, as they have many
departments of philosophy itself. Indeed, when
one surveys accounts of the field of philosophy
of education from the 1990s forward, they nearly
all chart the history as one of the rise to dominance
of an analytical approach and then a succession
of critiques and attacks upon it.

Advocates of more critical approaches suffer
from a particular difficulty-carrying out their
philosophical work in a way that is consistent
with their broader commitments. Naturally, any
philosophical approach aspires to consistency of
some sort; but to the extent that critically oriented
philosophers are concerned with challenging
power structures, hegemonic belief systems, and
universalisms that obscure, not to say squelch,
the particular beliefs, values, and experiences of
those whom they seem to empower, such
philosophers must also endeavour to avoid these
potentially oppressive tendencies in their own
writing and teaching. This tension is perhaps felt
most acutely by contemporary post-modern
philosophers of education, but it can be seen in
much of the work of neo-Marxists, critical
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theorists, feminists, and
Foucauldians as well: how to
argue for and promote an
emancipatory approach to
education that does not itself
fall into the habits of exclusionary
language, authoritative (if not
authoritarian) postures, and
universalizing generalizations
that are excoriated when
detected in the work of others.

Where is the Proper
Meaning of Education
in India?

Our country needs to
introduce a uniform pattern of
education in all places. If the
parents have a transferable job
or changing jobs in private
sector, then such children suffer
the most as they do not have
proper domicile papers in any
state and they have to apply in
private colleges for professional
studies. Moreover these
entrance exams are a big
hindrance for students with our
huge population, the competition
is too much, and very few seats,
it creates a lot of stress and
tension.

We have reservations,
thanks to our politicians and
our higher castes, especially in
villages where these higher
castes exploit the less
privileged, and the politicians
exploit these people for their
votes. But the general category
is the most affected in these
entrance exams, especially in
the medical entrances, where
the numbers of seats are less
and lakhs of students write
these exams. Let us put the poor
students under so much stress
and tension. Let us control our
population growth especially in
the rural sector. Let us get the
India of Mahatma Gandhi who
desired to see a liberated India

wherein anyone who wanted to
study any course could get the
seat with the required marks.

Many students get seats in
colleges paying so much
money, but to get the money
back, which they used for
education loans or entry
donation, those candidates
either select corrupt methods
while working or their parents
demand huge dowries as their
sons are engineer/doctors etc.

Every action has a reaction;
it affects so many persons in
different ways. Our education
should be kept away from the
politicians, let us give our
children good education, it
should be within the reach of
all.

There are various definitions
of education. The one as defined
by the Oxford dictionary is the
most satisfactory: development
of character or mental powers.
Itis in the latter sense that today
the use of the word ‘education’
conveys the maximum
meaning. The basic validity of
this concept is rooted in the
very nature of man i.e. he is a
learner and he has no instincts
like the other animals. Thus,
education is a must for man; for,
it fosters development of
character/mental powers.
These two acquisitions enable
man to field power. Thatis why
it is often said that knowledge
is power. With this power as
conferred by education man
manipulates and has even
power over material and non-
material things around. A few
who have more power of
education than others are more
important than others. In other
words, stratification of society
could have come into existence
based on the criterion of
education power. Both in

ancient Greece and ancient
India the learned ranked as the
highest in society. This
stratification was further
strengthened by the innate urge
of each individual to be
superior to others. In other
words, there is a Lucifer in each
one of us. It is this Lucifer that
was strengthened by the
knowledge that education
conferred. Over time as the
means of disseminating
education multiplied evolution
of alphabet facilitating the art of
writing, material on which it
could be written, printing press
and modern tele-
communications — it has
become difficult to monopolies
this power of education.
Locally, the distinction based
on learning has come to be
blurred since each individual
has access to the means by
which one could acquire the
power conferred by education.

The mental powers that one
acquires are memory, analysis,
logical thinking, sense of
discrimination, constructive
thinking and cultivated
aesthetic and spiritual sense.
Human mind by itself has no
mental power of its own. Man,
unlike animals who are guided
by instincts, is a learner. Thus
whatever may be the agency
that is instrumental for
imparting education to new
members of society contributes
to the development of their
mental powers. The agencies
that nurture the mental powers
of man are traditionally two;
one family and the other
society. Inmodern times a third
agency has come into existence
i.e. formal and institutionalized
form of education. This agency
for imparting education is
becoming all-important because
modern education has almost
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totally become utilitarian i.e.
education to enable the new
entrants into society find
occupations for earning their
livelihood.

The occupations, in turn are
becoming more and more
specialized or professional. In
brief, the formal educational
institutions that are multiplying
today are primarily serving the
purpose of youngsters filling
the various slots that are
available in society (statuses or
jobopportunities and professions).
Apart from these three main
agencies of education, today
there are a few more intruders.
One is the mass media,
particularly exponential
increase in audio-visual gadgets.
On the other hand, the roles of
society, family and elders are on
the decline. Besides changed
nature of the agencies
imparting education, the
content has also been
transformed. In ancient times
languages and scriptures
constituted the primary
subjects of study. In a country
like India even these areas were
limited to the upper most
stratum of society while
knowledge that was needed to
pursue manual occupations
were transmitted through the
family channel along with the
binding ethic of caste and
occupation.

This pattern of education
was almost totally dislodged
with the introduction of
western type of education by
the British Raj. While
educational institutions based
on western pattern with English
medium of instructions grew
under the sponsorship of the
British Raj the same tract was

followed by private individuals
since it came to be accepted that
only in the English medium and
the new kind of knowledge that
was imparted that one can
secure a job or pursue a
profession of the time. After
independence development of
education became more
angular because with the
growing stress on specialization
and professional skills. The
latest figures of India show that
the service sector has started
making perceptible contribution
to the GNP at the expense of
agricultureand animal husbandry.
In developed countries the
percentage of contribution by
the service sector occupies the
top place.
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English

Spiritual
Development in
Child Literature

Dr. Sunil Kumar

To explain the term spirituality can be very
challenging because the experience it refers to is
not a rational or obvious one. There is no
particular mode to explain spirituality. Berryman
(2001) asks why is it that “we know ‘spirituality’
when we meet it, but can’t define it? Why do our
explanations fail to satisfy?”. He seeks to give
these questions answers by proposing that maybe
the fact that spirituality is part of our non-verbal
communication system is the reason it is so
complicated to define, and thus our efforts should
be geared towards showing the non-verbal nature
of spirituality in its place of searching for verbal
brevity.

Beyond the specifics of verbal or non-verbal
ways of defining spirituality, some authors argue
between the relation of spirituality to religion or
its independence from it. The widely held view
of authors is that even though religion can be a
system of manifesting and living spirituality, they
are not attached to one another and thus having
a particular religious belief is not obligatory for
being spiritual For the purpose of this paper I will
focus on spirituality and religion as separate,
independent concepts from each other. These
concepts can be related if we view religion as a
“systematic approach to spiritual growth formed
around doctrines and standards of behavior”, and
spirituality as the substance of religion or as
DeMarco (2000, as cited in Stutts and Schloemann,
2002) would put it, as a set of beliefs that can be
manifested through religious practice, but are not
limited to it. I will embrace Champagne’s (2001)
understanding that “spirituality and religion are

T.M.B. University, Bhagalpur

interdependent rather than equivalent”,to be able
to study spirituality more freely.

Mc Creery (1994) in her quest for defining
spirituality encountered different authors who
had faced similar difficulties as her own. She
found that there were three most important
concept under which spirituality could be
understood: spirituality as a fundamental aspect
of human nature, spirituality as “something
other” ,and spirituality as energy, power, and
essence. Champagne (2001) also has found in the
literature common threads to the notion of
spirituality as: human experience, unification and
integrity, and consciousness. I will describe the
different definitions of spirituality under these
three approaches.

As far as the theory of spirituality as an aspect
of human nature is concerned, most writers agree
that to speak of spiritual aspects is to speak of
“something that is shared by all human beings
and not just a few” . Hay (1982) explains that in
his study he has came across a great number of
people who are aware of a spiritual side to
existence, whether they are “religious” or not,
thus understanding it as a human characteristic.

Hart (2003) agrees that spirituality is in reality
so imbedded in human nature that he proposes
“rather than thinking of ourselves as human
beings occasionally having spiritual experiences,
I find it more helpful to think of ourselves as
spiritual beings having human experiences” (p.
8). Elkins (1998) also asserts that “spirituality is a
universal human phenomenon found in all
cultures and in every age; it is not the exclusive
possession of any religious group”.

Scott (2001) establishes his work with
spirituality on the hypothesis that all humans are
spiritual and have spiritual experiences with a
assortment of characteristics that may or may not
be mediated by religious doctrines or institutional
frames. Therefore, it is understood that regardless
of the fact that we choose to view spirituality
through religion or not, tied to an impression of
God or away from it, it is regularly conceived as
a human attribute or characteristic.
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Spirituality as Unifying with
“Something Other”

Focusing on the view of
spirituality as other, Hart (2003)
explains that “spiritual refers to
an intimate and direct influence
of the divine in our lives” (p. 8),
giving the sense that spirituality
originates outside of us although
it significantly influences us in
our inner core. McCreery (1994)
explains how in England, in the
1988 Education Reform Act, the
spiritual is listed as something
evident from the moral,
cultural, mental, and physical.
Priestley (1985) also suggests
that we can “only talk about the
spiritual in terms of images
rather than concepts. To tie
spirituality down to intellectual
discourse is to lose it, because
it cannot be limited to the static
forms of intellectual models”.
From these authors it can be
gathered that spirituality can be
portrayed in images that stem
from outside of us, which have
a distinct and powerful impact
on our lives.

Bosacki (2001) complies
that the majority of research
hints at that the term spirituality
deals with “connections and
relations to ourselves, others,
and the world around us. It refers
to both a sense of inferiority or
an inner reality and a sense of
being connected beyond one’s
own self, connected to
something ‘greater’”. Myers
and Myers (1999) view this
connection as a construction of
meaning that informs the way
we engage in “the processes of
transcendence”. This process of
transcendence is then what
gives consent to us to move past

what is known towards what
we do not yet understand; that
which is beyond us.

Other authors define
spirituality as a combination of
the aspects found by McCreery
(1994). In their study Stutts and
Schloemann (2002) tried to
ascertain how spirituality came
into play when deciding what
is best for the sick child. They
defined  spirituality in
DeMarco’s (2000, in Stutts and
Schloemann, 2002) terms, as
“the relationship between the
self and a higher power that is
dynamic, interpretive, rational,
and integral part of human
life”, thus combining the notion
of an integral part of the human
being and the “something
other” views of spirituality.
Champagne (2001) aggress with
this combining notion and
states “spirituality cannot de
dissociated either from the
human or from what is beyond
the human, in transcend and in
immanence” .

Children’s Spirituality
Many authors maintain that
young children have a natural
sense of the self and the
spiritual in that they are more
connected to the genuine in
themselves and others (Coles,
1990; Hay and Nye, 1998). The
problem arises when children
share their spiritual experiences
with adults. These experiences
are usually undermined,
deemed as unreal and in the
best cases, when recognized as
true, asked to be forgotten or
not shared with anyone else
because they can be dangerous
to the child. Hart (2003)

explains that children have a
secret spiritual life. “They have
spiritual  capacities and
experiences —-profound moments
that shape their lives in
enduring ways. These are
sometimes stunning, often
tender, and reveal a remarkable
spiritual world that has been
kept largely secret” .

Silverman and Worden
(1992, as cited in Garbarino &
Bedard, 1996) did a research
with children of whom a parent
had died, and found that “57
percent reported speaking to
the dead parent; 43 percent of
those children felt they received
an answer; and 81 percent
believed their dead parents
were watching them” (p. 471).
In contrast, Kalish and
Reynolds (1973, as cited in
Garbarino & Bedard, 1996)
reported that only 12 percent of
adults described such direct
contact with the dead. It is not
my intent to claim that
believing in the spirit outliving
the human body is a
requirement for spiritual
development; nevertheless,
these studies indicate that
children seem to be more open
to spiritual experiences and to
admitting their spiritual beliefs
overtly to others, than adults.

Garbarino and Bedard
(1996) also make an important
point when differentiating
children’s spirituality from that
of adults. They state that since
the initial structures of
meaning, which are necessary
for spiritual development, are
most efficiently and effectively
established in early childhood,
children tend to be more open
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to developmentally enhancing
experiences than are adults.
Nevertheless, this “critical
period” of spiritual development
places children in a vulnerable
position and thus makes it
imperative for adults to protect
them providing for safe and
nurturing environments for
spiritual development to occur.

As adults there are some
aspects that we can be aware of
to help free and uncover
children’s secret spiritual lives,
and some authors have made a
point of making some
recommendations for parents
and adults in general.

Children’s Spirituality
in Education

Regarding spirituality in
education, McCreery (1994)
explains that great educators of
the past, such as Froebel and
Steiner, have analysed
spirituality as an vital aspect of
children’s education, but what
appears to be missing is the way
of formally encompassing this
work into the curriculum.
While there also seems to still
be some uncertainty of what
spirituality is. Bosacki (2001)
indicates that spirituality in
education needs to go “beyond
knowledge acquisition and
enter the realms of personal
meaning and purpose” . Hart
(2003) explains that the problem
with schools, in terms of
spirituality, is not that they lack
answers; it is more that they
lack depth, and he claims that
profundity is associated more
with asking good questions
than with having all the
answers.

Along these lines, Alexander
and Ben-Peretz (2001) propose
“pedagogy of the sacred” to
teach spirituality in schools.
This type of pedagogy consists
of “an instructional concept that
engages us in reflection about
ritual and liturgical aspects of
the curriculum”. They claim
that curriculum designers
should, when deciding which
knowledge is of most worth
and how to communicate or
create it, examine their
fundamental beliefs about the
purpose of life and the nature
of a good society. They believe
that “the design, construction,
implementation and evaluation
of educational materials can
and should be conceived as a
sacred task”. Therefore, the
spiritual aspect of education
should start in the planning and
designing of the curriculum.

Ratcliff (1992) explains that
to understand child-like faith
better we have to empathize
children. He bases his
arguments on theories of child
development by Jean Piaget,
Erik Erickson, Alice Honig and
Bettye Cadwell and proposes
that spiritual programs for
children should be led by
trustworthy people, carried out
in predictable environments,
having those in charge care for
the children responsibly,
paying attention to their
signals. When referring
particularly to infants and
toddlers, he suggests using
generous amounts of body
language and facial expressions
to convey affirmations and
encourage self esteem.

Stories and Narratives:
One of the recurrent strategies

that come up in the literature to
help children develop and live
their spirituality is the notion of
listening and telling of stories
(Berrymann, 1990; Bosacki,
2001; Champagne, 2001;
Priestley, 2001; Scott, 2001).
Berrymann (1990) maintains
that the spiritual “awareness
best takes the form of narrative”
and that when “the experience
of God shifts to the form of
story, it enters space and time”
(p. 531).

Story telling of spiritual
experience can be a complex
job, especially because in our
Western cultures we are neither
anticipating to hear nor willing
to affirm personal narratives of
spiritual experiences (Scott,
2001). Scott (2001) describes that
“to begin to tell personal
spiritual narratives is to act
against a strong cultural
message. This creates difficulties
in both telling and listening to
stories of spiritual experiences”.
Spirituality has been hushed in
Western cultures, and this has
had lasting consequences of
inhibiting growth and development
in the spiritual ambit.

In terms of how we do
research on children’s spiritual
experiences, Scott (2001)
implies that our approach must
change; the spiritual experience
needs a shift in understanding
for effective research to take
place. The researcher must be
keen to suspend “subject-object
dualism, listen for multiplicity;
accept ambiguity and
uncertainty in order to
participate with narrators in
engaging the experience and its
implications”
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Conclusions

After reviewing the
literature on spirituality, it is
noticeable that there are many
interpretations and definitions
to the term spiritual. Even
though there are commonalities
to the definitions such as
spirituality as a human
characteristic, spirituality
having to due with being in
touch with a higher essence,
and also having to due with
opening up one’s consciousness
to the greater world, the
authors in this field still have to
come to a consensus. This
consensus would facilitate the
implementation of a spiritual
curriculum and would help the
educational field address
spirituality in school settings.

One future task that can be
achieved by theorists and
researchers is to outline and
define spirituality as something
a bit more substantial, to the
extent that this may be possible.
This common ground of
understanding would make
easy the task for adults to take
care of children’s spiritual
development.

Another focus for researchers
could be, once the definition of
spirituality is clear, to describe
the spiritual programs and
curricula that are being realized
at the moment and determine,
if possible, their influence of
spiritual development. This
would then consent researchers
to propose spiritual curricula
and specific spiritual curricular
activities and strategies that
could be applied by teachers in
classrooms.
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English

Feminine
Sensibility in
Shashi Deshpande

Dr.Ruchi Malaviya

All over the world women are suffering with
the stigma of inferiority and their identity has
always been a matter of question. But we should
always remember that though,

“It's a man’s world

But it wouldn’t be nothing without a woman or
a girl.”! - James Brown

Perhaps this concept is the basic reason of the
emergence of the term Feminism which has been
defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as,

“The advocacy of women’s rights on the ground
of equality of the sexes.””
According to Alice Jardine,

Feminism is a “movement from the point of view
of, by, and for women.” 3
In the contemporary world most of the
women writers are working on this subject of
Feminism. In the Western countries the process
of feminist thought began in the eighteenth
century with the emergence of the women writers
like Mary Wollstonecraft and Margaret Fuller.
Later on Rebecca West, Virginia Woolf, Dorothy
Richardson, Simone de’ Beauvoir and Germaine
Greer “initiated the feminist consciousness
movement in Literature.”* In India too the
feminist consciousness started spreading fast. It
was definitely the impact of emancipation of
women in Western countries. During late
eighteenth and early nineteenth century some
educated women writers like Toru Dutt, Sita
Chatterjee started writing about women and gave

afew dimension to the literature. In the beginning
their work was undervalued because they were
writing about women. Gradually after a long
period of struggle these writers achieved their due
significance. Till the twentieth century women
writers became a powerful medium of feminist
statement.

Specially if we talk about the contemporary
women novelists the writers like Kamla
Markanday, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, Shobha De,
Anita Desai, Shashi Deshpande and Kiran Desai
have contributed a lot. The main concern of these
novelists was to deal with various issues of
women in their literary works, whether it is
poetry, short story or novel.

In the present paper I am going to deal with
the feminist world created by Shashi Deshpande
specially in her novel That Long Silence. Shashi
Deshpand born in Dharwad, Karnataka in the
year 1938, occupies a significant place in the
contemporary Indian English fiction. She is the
daughter of famous Kannada dramatist and
Sanskrit scholar Sriranga. From him she has
imbibed influence for writing novels. She has also
been influenced by Jane Austen, Charles Dickens,
George Bernard Shaw, and other feminists like
Simone De Beauvoir, Betty Friedan and Germaine
Greer. She began her literary career with The
Legacy and other short stories a collection of short
stories in 1978. Besides this a number of famous
novels are to her creditas The Binding Vine (1982),
If I die Today (1982), The Dark Holds No Terrors
(1980), That Long Silence 1988 and A Matter of Time
(1996). In all these she has concentrated on various
problems and social issues concerning women.
As she herself admits:

“The stories I wrote then, and the novels that
followed, marked me out as a women “writer’ as
a woman who wrote about women.”

Though, she is a woman writer but she
completely rejects the idea of categorization of
literature on the basis of men’s writing and
women’s writing, strictly she pronounces:

“Do I as a writer, have to always carry my identity
tag of woman round my neck? Why is it relevant”.
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Would the phrase male writer’
have been used for a man.”®

Probably this might be the
reason that she goes to the
extent of saying that:

“I don’t like to call myself a
feminist writer. I say I'm a
feminist but I don’t write to
propogate an ism.””
Rather she believes as she
said :
“My feminism has come to me
very slowly, very
gradually, and mainly out of my
own thinking and experiences
and feelings. I started writing
first and then I discovered my
feminism.”
In this connection Naresh
K. Jain has rightly said:

“Shashi Deshpande doesn’t like
to b categorized as a woman
writer ........ but I hope she
would permit us to say that as
a writer she takes us inside the
consciousness of women
characters and deal with what
she herself calls, ‘The
vulnerability of women, The
power of women, The
deviousness of women, The
helplessness of women, The
courage of women. We almost
see women’s minds in their
undress. She is above all
concerned with empowering
women.”

That Long Silence is one of
the representative novels of
Shashi Deshpande. Generally
all her novels are deeply rooted
in Indian culture and they
present real picture of women
as they are. The present text is
also notan exception. Published
in June 1988, it is the Sahitya
Akademi award-winning novel.

The novel deals with the story
of Jaya, an ordinary middle
class educated woman who is
presented as an affectionate
mother and a devoted house-
wife. Here again Mrs.
Deshpande has raised her voice
against male dominated
society. The title of the novel
itself suggests the main theme
of the text. Jaya, the representative
of a traditional Hindu wife,
breaks the silence of centuries
and speaks a differentlanguage
in the end. In due course of time
of Jaya recognizes her identity
and becomes aware of the
knowledge of self. In this regard
this novel, as Naresh K. Jain
says, “best exemplifies the
silence speech dichotomy.”*

The term implies that
silence and speech are
contrasting words and they
signify the journey of a
woman'’s character from silence
to speech. This concept has
rightly been described by Mr.
Naresh K. Jain in the following
words:

“Silence speech dichotomy can
be useful in locating women on
the tradition-modernity axis.
How do women characters
respond to male hegemony? Is
it silence or is it speech? Not
to talk back is part of the
culturally inherited value of
modesty and is considered
essentially feminine. In this
sense silence is a symbol of
oppression, a characteristic of
the subaltern condition. On the
contrary, speech signifies self-
expression and liberation.”!!

This is how the title of the
novel itself conveys the

message of self- awareness
among women.

So far as the character of
Jaya is concerned, three phases
of her life are portrayed by the
novelist :

a. Jaya as a child and a
Young girl.

b. Jayaas a married woman.

c. Jayaas a woman with the
realization of her own
identity.

Jaya the protagonist, has
been brought up in a traditional
Hindu family where great
emphasis is laid on ancient
Hindu ethics like -

“In a childhood a woman
should be under her father’s
control, in youth under her
husband’s and when her
husband is dead under her sons.
She should not have
independence. “?

- The Laws of Manu

From the beginning she has
been taught the lesson of being
patient and humble as she has
to prove herself as a good
housewife in future. She is
compelled to follow the age old
saying that:

“The best of the good is for the
man and the rest belongs
to the woman.””

She is scolded by her grand
mother for her witty nature
thus:

“Look at you for everything a
question, for everything a
retort. What husband can be
comfortable with that?”™*
She is always reminded of
the fact that:

“A husband is like a sheltering
tree.”
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Or

“The happiness of your
husband and home depends
entirely on you.”'®

A critic has rightly said that:

“Thus the girl is being
conditioned towards the
comforts of her future
husband.”"”

Not only this even her taste
for film music was also
despised at her home as her
father said :

“What poor taste you have,
]aya/lg
This is to say that she had

no liberty to think freely. All her
ideas were suppressed. Due to
this the shame or shyness that
she felt then continued even
after her marriage. As a result
the silence which began in her
childhood, never allowed her to
express her feelings.

Jaya, when married to
Mohan, perfectly practices the
role of a traditional idea of her
own existence.

As she herself says :

“I was born. My father died
when I was fifteen. It got

married to Mohan. I have two
children??

As an ideal wife she always
takes care of Mohan’s wishes
and Mohan takes all her
services for granted. He
lovelingly calls her Suhasini
who becomes the symbols of a
good house wife. Though sheis
capable of producing good
write ups but she neglects her
talent for the sake of her
husband. She is quite capable of
serious writing but her husband

objects this so she indulges
herself in writing a safe column
entitled Seeta.

Inspite of these things her
married life is not happy one.

She finds herself in great
tension when her husband gets
involved in corrupt practices.
His reputation is at stake and he
puts the vain excuse that :

“It was for you and the children
that 1 did this, I wanted you to
have a good life, I wanted the
children to have all those
things I never had”*
However, in order to avoid
the critical situation Mohan and
Jaya shift from their church gate
flat to a small apartment in
Dadar, Here the two people live
in deep silence and frustration.

She herself admits that they
were just like:

“A pair of bullocks yoked
together ....... clever phrase, but
can it substitute for the reality?
A man and a woman married
for seventeen years. A couple
with two children a family
somewhat like the one caught
and presumed for posterity by
the advertising visuals I so
loved. But the reality
was only this. We were to
persons. A man, A woman'*!
Upto this point Jaya become
a completely a fragmented self.
In such a disturbed condition
she tries to find her own
identity and realizes that:

“The real picture, the real “you’
never emerges, looking for it
bewildering as trying to know
how you really look. Ten
different mirrors show you ten
different faces.”?

After experiencing the
unbearable and monotonous
married life with Mohan, Jaya
reaches upto that phase of life
when she starts realizing her
own existence and decalnes
that:

“I will have to speak, to listen,
I will have to erase the silence
between us. While studying
Sanskrit drama, I'd learnt with
a sense of out rags that right
rules did not permit women
characters to speak Sanskrit.
The anger 1'd felt then comes
back to me when I realize what
I've been doing all these years.
I have been speaking Prakrit
myself.”*

The realization of self-
knowledge in Jaya is itself the
message of the novelist. The
following remarks by Sir Max
Beerbohm definitely conveys
the theme of Mrs. Deshpande’s
novel.

“Women are a sex by
themselves, so to speak.”*

There is no denying the fact
that Mrs. Deshpande has
created a wonderful feminine
world and the most
importantly the novel ends
with an optimistic note that
there will be some positive
action in future. Thus as a critic
rightly says :

“The novelist emerges as a
bridge-builder between old and
the new, between tradition and
modernity”.?

Though sometimes Mrs.
Deshpande has been criticized
by the critics for the narrow
range of her novel because she
has dealt with the relationship
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of a husband and wife.
However the way she has dealt
with their relationship and the
way she has described the
upliftment of character of Jaya
that is really praise worthy. In
the end only it remains to say:

Though That Long Silence is
cast in the feminist frame
work, Deshpande does not
transgress the limits of Indian
Socio cultural reality. As such
the novel is of immense
relevance to us in the present-
day socio-cultural context.?
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English

Principles and
Parameters of
English Grammar

Dr. Raj Kumar Singh

Principles and parameters is a framework
within generative linguistics in which the syntax
of a natural language is described in accordance
with general principles (i.e. abstract rules or
grammars) and specific parameters (i.e. markers,
switches) that for particular languages are either
turned on or off. For example, the distinction
between whether a language is head-initial or
head-final is regarded as a parameter which is
either on or off for particular languages (i.e. English
is head-initial, whereas Japanese is head-final).

Principles and parameters was largely
formulated by the linguists Noam Chomsky and
Howard Lasnik. Many linguists have worked
within this framework, and for a period of time it
was considered the dominant form of mainstream
generative linguistics.

Framework

The central idea of principles and parameters
is that a person’s syntactic knowledge can be
modelled with two formal mechanisms:

* A finite set of fundamental principles that
are common to all languages; e.g., that a
sentence must always have a subject, even
if it is not overtly pronounced.

* A finite set of parameters that determine
syntactic variability amongst languages;
e.g., a binary parameter that determines
whether or not the subject of a sentence must
be overtly pronounced (this example is
sometimes referred to as the Pro-drop
parameter).

Within this framework, the goal of linguistics
is to identify all of the principles and parameters
that are universal to human language (called:
Universal Grammar). As such, any attempt to
explain the syntax of a particular language using
a principle or parameter is cross-examined with
the evidence available in other languages. This
leads to continual refinement of the theoretical
machinery of generative linguistics in an attempt
to account for as much syntactic variation in
human language as possible.

Language Acquisition

The Principles and Parameters approach is the
postulated answer to Plato’s Problem: how can
children with different linguistic environments
arrive at an accurate grammar that exhibits
universal and non-obvious similarities, relatively
rapidly, and with finite input. According to this
framework, principles and parameters are part
of a genetically innate universal grammar (UG)
which all humans possess, barring any genetic
disorders. As such, principles and parameters do
not need to be learned by exposure to language.
Rather, exposure to language merely triggers the
parameters to adopt the correct setting. The
problem is simplified considerably if children are
innately equipped with mental apparatus that
reduces and in a sense directs the search space
amongst possible grammars. The P&P approach
is an attempt to provide a precise and testable
characterization of this innate endowment which
consists of universal, language-specific
“Principles” and universal, binary “Parameters”
that can be set in various ways. The interaction
of the principles and the parameter settings
produces all known languages while excluding
non-natural languages.

Criticism
Criticism of the P&P approach has come from

a number of quarters, but with varying impact.
These can be subdivided into three main groups.

* Theory internal critique

* Thelack of consensus on a set of parameters

* Inter-paradigm critiques not specific to P&P
Perhaps the most influential criticisms of P&P

Assistant Professor, Department of English, M.P.S. Science College, Muzaffarpur
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have been theory internal. By its
very nature, research published
within the P&P paradigm often
suggests reformulations and
variations of the basic P& premises.
This is the norm for any
developing field of enquiry.
Notable debates emerged within
P&P including (a) derivationalism
vs representationalism (b) the
locus of morphology (e.g.
lexicalismvs derived morphology)
and (c) the tension between a
production model and a
competence model amongst
others. The development of
HPSG and LFG reflect these
debates: these are both strongly
lexicalist and representational
systems. Nevertheless, perhaps
the most coherent and
substantial critique of P&P is
the Minimalist Program, Noam
Chomsky’s most recent
proposal. This program of
research utilizes conceptions of
economy to enhance the search
for universal principles and
parameters. Linguists in this
program assume that humans
use as economic a system as
possible in their innate syntactic
knowledge. The Minimalist
Program takes issue with the
large number of independent
postulations in P&P. and either
(a) reduces them to more
fundamental principles (e.g.
Merge, Move, Agree), (b)
derives them from ‘reasonable’
interface constraints on
derivations (e.g. bottom-up
Merge and requirement that no
derivation be counter-cyclic
derives Relativized Minimality
effects) or (c) programmatically
suggests that they be either

derived from more basic
principles or eliminated subject
to future research (e.g. Binding
Principles). Note that there is
debate about whether the
Minimalist Program is motivated
by the empirical shortcomings
of P&P or whether it is
motivated by ideological
concerns with ‘elegance’ etc.

Aside from this major move
within the discipline, it seems
that consensus has not been
achieved over a list of universal
parameters . Certainly, there is
no publicly available list of
these parameters and textbooks
tend to cite the same ones: the
interrelated verb-movement
parameters (V-v, V-T, T-C),
noun-movement parameters (N-
D), subject-related parameters
(pro-drop and EPP) and
headedness parameters. This is
not to say that the theory has
not been fruitful (e.g. Holmberg
and Platzak’s comprehensive
analysis of parametric variation
in Scandinavian languages), or
that the theory is not
descriptively adequate, but
rather that the accomplishments
of this line of thinking have
been less than anticipated in
terms of explanatory adequacy.
Notablylacking is the development
of a systematic, predictive system
of parameters, their properties
and interactions along the lines
of the periodic table in
chemistry. This is not to say that
such a system is impossible in
principle, merely that it has not
yet been developed. Generally,
theorists have moved to
regarding parameters as

varying feature specifications
on lexical items within
languages and derivations
rather than parameters which
are globally defined.

Finally, there are a number
of critiques which can be
classified as “pseudo’-critiques
insofar as they attempt to
critique a paradigm from an
external position. Kuhn argues
convincingly that different
paradigms cannot be compared
because the metalanguages of
thetwocampsareincommensurable.
For instance, the classical
Chomskyan bifurcation of I-
Language and E-Language
often  gives rise to
misunderstanding when P&P
(which covers I-Language) is
criticised on the basis of E-
Language. Thus, according to
some critics, recordings and
transcriptions of natural,
everyday types of conversation
show a different picture of what
language looks like and how it
is used.

For example, while formal
linguistics takes the sentence to
be the canonical unit of analysis,
conversation analysis (CA)
takes the turn at talk as canonical.
Speakers in conversation often
do not use complete sentences
or even complete words to
converse. Rather, discourse is
composed of sequences of turns
which are composed of turn
constructional units (e.g. a
word, phrase, clause, sentence).
In CA, the form and meaning
of an utterance is a product of
situated activity- which is to say
meaning is highly contextual
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(within a social, interactive
context) and contingent upon
how participants respond to
each other regardless of
grammatical completeness of
an utterance.

Similarly, other discourse
and corpus linguistic analyses
have found recursion and other
forms of  grammatical
complexity to be rather rare in
spoken discourse (especially in
preliterate societies) but
common in written discourse
suggesting that much of
grammatical complexity may in
fact be a product of literacy
training .

Other critics point out that
there s little if anything that can
unequivocally be called
universal across the world’s
languages. Discourse analyses
have focused on the dynamic,
dialogic, and social nature of
language use in social situations
. These critics argue that P&P
and discourse analysis differ in
the same way that chemistry
and cookery differ: one is the
study of fundamental
interactions at a mico-scalein a
deterministic model that
attempts to be scientific in the
broad sense, the other is a more
macro-scale, non-deterministic,
non-scientific model focussing
on use of chemicals in everyday
situations in the real world.
What these critiques have in
common is the claim that the
analysis of I-language does not
carry over to E-language. From

a Chomskyan perspective, this
is a truism because the two
objects of study are
fundamentally different.

There is a tendency for
inter-paradigm critiques to
focus on a number of
assumptions that are
commonly associated with
P&P, but which actually are
common to Chomskyan
generative linguistics as a
whole.  These include
innateness, modularity, the
poverty of the stimulus,
language universals , binarity,
etc. for example, Connectionist,
Functionalist and Cognitivist
critiques. As another example,
the linguist Larry Trask argues
that the ergative case system of
the Basque language is not a
simple binary parameter, and
that different languages can
have different levels of
ergativity. Also, some have
argued using evidence from
historical linguistics that
grammar is an emergent
property of language use.
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Urbanisation
Needs Sustainable
Approach in India

Sushil Kumar Singh

The Eleventh Five Year Plan of India (2007-12)
holding urbanisation as the “key indicator” of
economic and social development and that the
cities “will be the locus and engine of economic
growth over the next two decades” for the
realization of “an ambitious goal of 9%-10%
growth in GDP” is in line with this perspective.

The census of India defines some criteria for
urbanization, these are:

* Population should be more than 5000

* The density should be over 400 persons
per sq. km

* 75% of the male population should engage
in non-agricultural occupations.

* Metropolises are cities with population of
more than one million.

Basic feature of urbanisation in India can be
highlighted as:

1. Uneven urbanisation encourage growth of
class I cities.

2. Urbanisation occurs without
industrialization and strong economic base.

3. Urbanisation is mainly a product of
demographic explosion and poverty by
rural-urban migration.

4. Rapid urbanisation leads to massive growth
of slum followed by poverty,
unemployment, exploitation, inequalities,
degradation in the quality of urban life.

5. Urbanisation occurs not due to urban pull
but due to rural push.

6. Poor quality of rural-urban migration leads
to poor quality of urbanisation.

Geography

Growth of Urbanisation in India 1901-2011

Census Urban Percentage No. of Urban
Year Population of Urban Agglomeration/
(in million)  Population Town
1901 25.85 10.84 1827
1911 25.94 10.29 1825
1921 28.08 11.18 1949
1931 33.45 11.99 2072
1941 4415 13.86 2250
1951 62.44 17.29 2843
1961 78.93 17.97 2363
1971 109.11 18.24 2590
1981 159.46 23.33 3378
1991 21717 25.72 3768
2001 286.12 27.82 5161
2011 377.10 31.16 7935

Source: 2011 Census Report (Provisional).

Urbanisation is an index of transformation
from traditional rural economies to modern
industrial one. It is a long term process. Number
of urban agglomeration /town has grown from
1827 in 1901 to 7935 in 2011. Number of urban
population has increased from 25.85 million in
1901 to 377.10 million in 2011. Over the years
there has been continuous concentration of
population in class I towns. Fifty to sixty percent
of the population in these large cities is living in
urban slums in a very dense settlement pattern.
Their life in many cases is worse than life in rural
areas. The phenomenal increase in the population
during the last fifty years has led to rapid
industrialization and high rate of urbanization
which have created tremendous pressure on
natural resources like land, air and water. The
unplanned location of industries in urban and
sub-urban areas followed by traffic congestion,
poor housing, poor drainage and garbage
accumulation causes serious pollution problems.
Mega cities are emerging and urban slums are
expanding. Such rapid and unplanned expansion
of cities has resulted in degradation of urban
environment. The urban growth lead to an
increase in the pollution levels and exposes
population to serious environmental health
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hazards. Overcrowding and
inadequate housing contribute
to pollution related diseases
such as respiratory diseases,
acute water borne diseases,
tuberculosis, meningitis and
various other diseases. Due to
air pollution the incidences of
respiratory diseases lead to
increase and water pollution
triggers the number of patients
suffering from acute water
borne diseases.

The World Commission on
Environment and Development
was created in 1983 which
popularly known as
“Brundtland Commission”, it
described sustainable development
as “development that meets the
needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own
needs”. The UN Conference on
‘Environmentand Development’
also known as ‘Earth Summit’
was held at Rio-de-Janeiro
(Brazil) in 1992 that adopted an
action plan, named ‘Agenda
21’. The agenda 21 promised to
reduce poverty, provide clean
water and health care, and
protect the natural resources
and so on. Also to be noted that
some of the Millennium
Development Goals have urged
for a healthy life, free from
hunger, disease and poverty
particularly in urban areas of
developing countries where
two-third of the population
lives.

Sustainable urban development
refers to attaining social equity
and environmental protectionin
urbanisation while minimizing
the costs of urbanisation, but
this has to be done in ways that

are socially, economically and
politically acceptable. Urban
areas mostly face problems of
air pollution, green house gases,
sewage treatment, waste
disposal, unsustainable
consumption and of inadequate
sanitation and water supply.
Sustainable urban planning
should aim at achieving social
and environmental equity
while improving the lives of the
people. In other words, the
urban area should be able to
produce and distribute the
services in an economic,
environment friendly and
equitable way.

Urbanization can be
sustained only if overall
regional development is
sustainable and equitable. For
this, an integrative approach is
necessary between urban and
regional development planning
in terms of land-use, resource
allocation, equitable and
mutually complementary
resource flows between the city
and its surrounding, and
institutional and infrastructural
mechanisms to enable these to
happen. Developing country
like India should adopt the
various strategies for
implementing sustainable urban
development programmes such
as:-

1. Improving Human
Settlements- It should
adopt global and national
shelter strategies for
providing housing. They
should also have
provision of basic health
care, water, sanitation,
drainage and waste
management services as

well as energy for cooking
and heating at affordable
costs. Shelter at minimum
acceptable standards of
habitability, guided by
economically realistic
building and planning
codes (especially for the
urban poor) is crucial to
urban infrastructure.

2. Promoting Land Resource
Management- It should
promote effective land
resource management
policies that take into
account the conflicting
demands of industries,
housing, commerce,
agricultural and the need
for open space as well as
the rising costs of urban
land. Cities produce large
amounts of waste, which
pollutes and degrades the
environment both within
and outside their limits.
Planning and management
mechanisms including
waste minimization must
beevolved and implemented
to correct those aspects of
urbanization  which
promote such negative
cross-boundary impacts.

3. Adequate Environmental
Infrastructure- People
must be placed at the
centre of planning
concerns. The quality and
efficiency of infrastructure
play a major role in
determining the quality of
urban environment, and
consequently the quality
of life of citizens.
Sustainable urbanization
is not possible without
appropriate physical,
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. Promote

economic, social and
environmental
infrastructure. Such
infrastructure includes
water and sanitation,
public  health and
education facilities,
recreational spaces, open
spaces and transport.

Sustainable
Energy and Transport
System- It should promote
the development and use
of environmentally sound
commercial energy
resources. They should
adopt urban transport
programmes favoring
mass-occupancy public
transportand encouraging
non-motorised transport
by providing safe cycle
and footways. Locally
appropriate Research &

Development to develop
non-conventional energy
sources  should  be
encouraged and promoted,
especially in the area of
solar energy, which is
abundantly available in
most parts of India, as
well as wind energy
wherever practicable.

. Ensuring Security of

Livelihoods- It should
adopt measures to
generate employment
opportunities for support
of informal sector
activities such as repairs,
recycling services and
smallcommerce. Programmes
of skill and versatility
development, support for
promoting small-scale
entrepreneurship,
management and marketing

must be developed for
those whose occupations
and livelihoods are at risk.

In all the above priority

activities the need to improve
the living condition growing
low-income and poor urban
communities mandates human
resource development and
capacity building.
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Geography

History of
Economic
Geography

Smriti Amrita

In the history of economic geography there
were many influences coming mainly from
economics and geographical sciences.

First traces of the study of spatial aspects of
economic activities on Earth can be found in
Strabo’s Geographika written almost 2000 years
ago. This has recently been challenged, however,
by seven Chinese maps of the State of Qin dating
to the 4th century BC.

During the period known in geography as
environmental determinism notable (though later
much criticized) influence came from Ellsworth
Huntington and his theory of climatic
determinism.

Valuable contributions came from location
theorists such as Johann Heinrich von Thunen or
Alfred Weber. Other influential theories were
Walter Christaller’s Central place theory, the
theory of core and periphery.

Fred K. Schaefer’s article Exceptionalism in
geography: A Methodological Examination published
in American journal Annals (Association of
American Geographers) and his critique of
regionalism had a big impact on economic
geography. The article became a rallying point
for the younger generation of economic
geographers who were intent on reinventing the
discipline as a science. Quantitative methods
became prevailing in research. Well-known
economic geographers of this period are William
Garrison, Brian Berry, Waldo Tobler, Peter
Haggett, William Bunge (Apurba Dutta,
Ranibandh)  Contemporary  economic
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geographers tend to specialize in areas such as
location theory and spatial analysis (with the help
of geographic information systems), market
research, geography of transportation, land or
real estate price evaluation, regional and global
development, planning, Internet geography,
innovation, social networks and others.

Economists and Economic
Geographers

Economists and economic geographers differ
in their methods in approaching similar economic
problems in several ways. To generalize, an
economic geographer will take a more holistic
approach in the analysis of economic phenomena,
which is to conceptualize a problem in terms of
space, place and scale as well as the overt
economic problem that is being examined. The
economist approach, according to economic
geographers, has four main drawbacks or
manifestations of “economic orthodoxy that tends
to homogenize the economic world in way that
economic geographers try to avoid

Location Theory

Location theory is concerned with the
geographic location of economic activity; it has
become an integral part of economic geography,
regional science, and spatial economics. Location
theory addresses the questions of what economic
activities are located where and why. Location
theory rests — like Micro-economic theory
generally — on the assumption that agents act in
their own self interest. Thus firms choose locations
that maximize their profits and individuals
choose locations that maximize their utility.
Origins

While others should get some credit for even
earlier work (e.g., Richard Cantillon, Etienne
Bonnot de Condillac, David Hume, Sir James D.
Steuart, and David Ricardo), it was not until
Johann Heinrich von Thunen’s first volume of Der
Isolierte Staat in 1826 that location theory can be
said to have really gotten underway. Indeed, the
prominent regional scientist Walter Isard has
called von Thunen “the father of location
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theorists.” In Der Isolierte Staat,
von Thunen notes that the costs
of transporting goods consumes
some of Ricardo’s economic
rent. He notes that because
these transportation costs and,
of course, economic rents, vary
across goods, different land
uses and use intensities will
result with distance from the
marketplace.

A German hegemony of
sorts seems to have taken hold
in location theory from the time
of von Thunen through to
Walter Christaller’s 1933 book
Die  Zentralen  Orte in
Suddeutschland, which formulated
much of what is now
understood as central place
theory. An especially notable
contribution was one by Alfred
Weber, who published Uber den
Standort der Industrien in 1909.
Working from a model akin to
a physical frame adapted from
some ideas by Pierre Varignon
(a Varignon frame), Weber
applies freightrates of resources
and the finished goods along
with the finished good’s
production function to develop
an algorithm that identifies the
optimal location formanufacturing
plant. He also introduces
distortions induced by labour
and both agglomerative and
deglomerative forces. Weber
then moves on to discuss
groupings of production units,
anticipating Losch’s market
areas.

Carl Wilhelm Friedrich
Launhardt conceived much of
that for which Alfred Weber
received credit, prior to
Weber’s work. Moreover, his
contributions are surprisingly

more modern in their analytical
content than Weber’s. This
suggests that Launhardt was
ahead of his time and simply
was not readily understood by
many of his contemporaries.
Whether Weber was familiar
with Launhardt’s publications
remains unclear. Weber was
most certainly influenced by
others, most notably Wilhelm
Roscher and Albert Schaffle,
who seem likely to have read
Launhardt’s work. Regardless,
location theoretic thought
blossomed only after Weber’s
book was published.

Resources and
Development

Humans through technology
and institutions transform
things available with nature.

* Resources are of two types
natural and human.

* Resources can be
classified in the following
ways -

(@) On the basis of origin
- biotic and abiotic

(b) On the basis of
exhaustibility -
renewable and non-
renewable

() On the basis of
ownership-individual,
community, national
and international

(d) On the basis of status
of development -
potential, developed
stock and reserves.

* The oceanic area up to 12
nautical miles from the
coast line is called
territorial waters of a
country.

* The area up to 200 km

from the coast line in
which the country has the
exclusive rights to exploit
the natural resources is the
exclusive economic zone. It
includes territorial waters
in it.

Resource planning is the
technique or strategy for
the judicious use of
resources in a country.

Sustainable  economic
development means
‘development should take
place without damaging
the environment, and
development in the
present should not
compromise with the
needs of the future
generations.”

Agenda 21 is  the
declaration signed in 1992
at the UNCED, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. It aims at
achieving global
sustainable development.
It is an agenda to combat
environmental damage,
poverty, disease through
global co-operation.

Land supports natural
vegetation, wild life,
human life, economic
activities, transport, and
communication systems.

About 43 per cent of the
land area is plain, which
provides facilities for
agriculture and industry.
Mountains account for 30
per cent of the total
surface area of the
country. They ensure
perennial flow of some
rivers; provide facilities
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for tourism and ecological
aspects.

About 27 per cent of the
area of the country is the
plateau  region. It
possesses rich reserves of
minerals, fossil fuels and
forests.

Islands are less than 1 per
cent of the area of the
country. They provide
opportunities for sea
trade, tourism, and fish
catch.

Net sown area is over 80
per cent of the total area
in Punjab and Haryana.
Due to gentle sloping
lands covered with fertile
alluvial soils and black
soils, climate favours
cereal cultivation, good
irrigation facilities, high
population pressure.

Net sown area is less than
10 per cent in Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram,
Manipur and Andaman
Nicobar Islands because
of mountainous areas,
lack of irrigational
facilities, infertile soils,
low density of population,
etc.

Theuseofland is determined
both by physical factors
such as topography,
climate, and soil types as
well as human factors
such as population
density, technological
capability and culture and
traditions etc.

If aland is left uncultivated
formore than 5 agricultural
yearsitis called Culturable
waste land.

If aland is left uncultivated
for the past1 to 5 agricultural
years it is called Other
than current fallow.

If a land is left without
cultivation for one or less
than one agricultural year
itis called Current fallow.
Net sown area is the total
area sown with crops and
orchards. Area sown more
than once in the same year
is counted only once.
Area sown more than
once in an agricultural
year plus net sown area is
known as gross cropped
area.

Barren Land: This includes
all land covered by
mountains, deserts, etc.

Land which cannot be
brought under cultivation
except at an huge cost is
classified as unculturable
land.

The top most layer of the
earth crust which is
composed of organic and
non-organic matter is
called soil. Soil is renewable
natural resource. The soil
is a living system.

33 % of geographical area
should be under Forest in
the country according to
the National Forest Policy
1952.

Alluvial soils are the most
widely spread and
important soil of our
country.

Alluvial soils are found in
the entire northern plains,
Rajasthan and Gujarat,
eastern coastal plains,
deltas of the Mahanadi,

Godavari, Krishna and
Kaveri rivers.

Duars, Chos and Terai are
the Piedmont plains
where alluvial soils are
coarse.

According to their age
alluvial soils are of two
types: old alluvial
(Bangar) and new alluvial
(Khadar).

Black soils are also known
as regur soils or cotton
soils.

Black soils develops on
Basaltic lava rocks.

Black soils are found in the
Deccan trap (Basalt)
region of Deccan plateau,
the plateaus of
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.

Red soil develops on
crystalline igneous rocks.

Red and yellow soils are
found in the eastern and
southern parts of the
Deccan plateau, the
Western Ghats.

The laterite soil develops
due to intense leaching in
areas with high
temperature and heavy
rainfall.

Laterite soils are found in
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh,
and the hilly areas of
Orissa and Assam.

The denudation of the soil
cover and subsequent
washing down is
described as soil erosion.

When the running water
cuts through the clayey
soils and makes deep
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channels it is called

gullies.

¢ The land becomes unfit
for cultivation and is
known as bad land.

¢ Inthe Chambal basin such
lands are called ravines.

* Sometimes water flows as
a sheet over large areas
down a slope. In such
cases the top soil is
washed away. This is
known as sheet erosion.

¢ Wind blows loose soil off
flat or sloping land known
as wind erosion.
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Geography

Criticism of the
Malthusian
Theory

Anil Kumar

The theory may be briefly characterized thus:
In its most extreme and abstract form it is false;
in its more moderate form it never has been and
never can be demonstrated; even if true, it is so
hypothetical, and subject to so many disturbing
factors, that it is of no practical value or
importance. It is, of course, abstractly or
theoretically possible that population may exceed
subsistence, either temporarily and locally, or
permanently and universally. This possibility has
been frequently realized among savage peoples,
and occasionally among civilized peoples, as in
the case of famine. But the theory of Malthus
implies something more than an abstract
possibility or a temporary and local actuality. It
asserts that population shows a constant tendency
to outrun the food supply, a tendency, therefore,
that is always about to pass into a reality if it is
not counteracted. In all the six editions of his work
that appeared during Malthus'’s lifetime, this
tendency is described in the formula that
population tends to increase in geometrical
progression, as, 2, 4, 8, etc., while the utmost
increase in subsistence that can be expected is
according to an arithmetical ratio, as, 2, 3, 4, etc.
So far as we know, population has never
increased in geometrical ratio through any
considerable period; but we cannot show that
such an increase, by natural means, is
physiologically impossible. All that it implies is
that every married coupleshould have on the average
four children, whowould themselves marry and have
the same number of children to each couple, and
that this ratio should be kept up indefinitely. It is
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not, however, true that the means of living can be
increased only in an arithmetical ratio. During the
nineteenth century this ratio was considerably
exceeded in many countries (cf. Wells, “Recent
Economic Changes”). Malthus’s view on this
point was based upon a rather
limited knowledge of what had been happening
before his time. He did not foresee the great
improvements in production and transportation
which, a few years later, so greatly augmented
the means of subsistence in every civilized
country. In other words he compared
the potential fecundity of man, the limits of which
were fairly well known, with the potential fertility
of the earth and the potential achievements
of human invention, neither of which
was known even approximately. This was a bad
method, and its outcome in the hands of Malthus
was a false theory.

Even if we discard the mathematical
formulation of the theory, and examine it in its
more moderate form, as merely asserting that
population tends to outrun subsistence, we find
that the theory cannot be proved. The facts
adduced by Malthus in support of his contention
related to the insufficiency of the food supply in
many countries at many different times. Now it
is true that barbarous peoples and peoples
dependent upon fishing and hunting for a living
have frequently lacked subsistence, especially
when they were unable or unwilling to emigrate;
but such has not often been the case for any
considerable time among civilized nations. Want
of food among the latter has usually been due to
a bad industrial organization and a bad
distribution, rather than to the poverty of nature,
or the unproductiveness of man. Even today a
large proportion of the inhabitants of every
country is insufficiently nourished, but
no intelligent person attributes this condition to
an absolute excess of population over
subsistence or productiveness. Since Malthus did
not give sufficient attention to the evils of
distribution, he failed to prove that his theory was
generally true, even of the time before he wrote;
since he did not suspect the great improvements
in production that were soon to take place, he was

Gaidhantiki

(198) /July-September, 2012



still less able to show that it
would be universally valid.
While admitting the weakness
of his argument, some of his
later followers insist that the
theory is true in a general way.
Population, if unchecked by a
prudential regulation of
marriages and births, can and
in all probability often
will outrun subsistence, owing
to thelaw of diminishing returns
(cf. Hadley, “Economics”).

Although Malthus seems to
have had some knowledge of
this law, he did not use it as the
basis of his conclusions. Now
the “law of diminishing
returns” is simply the phrase by
which economists describe the
well-known fact that a man
cannot go on indefinitely
increasing the amount of capital
and labour that he expends
upon a piece of land, and
continue to get profitable
returns. Sooner or later a point
is reached where the product of
the latest increment of
expenditure is less than the
expenditure itself. This point
has already been reached in
many regions, whence a part of
the population is compelled to
move to other land. When it has
been reached everywhere,
population will universally
exceed subsistence. Stated in
this form, Malthusianism seems
to be irrefutable. Nevertheless
the law of diminishing returns,
like all economic laws is true
only in certain conditions.
Change the conditions, in this
case, the methods of
production, and the law is no
longer operative. With new
productive processes, further
expenditures of labour and

capital become profitable, and
the point of diminishing returns
is moved farther away. This fact
hasreceived frequent illustration
in the history of agriculture and
mining. While it is true that
new methods are not always
discovered as soon as they are
needed, and that men often find
it more profitable to expend
their additional resources upon
new lands than upon the old, it
is also true that we can set no
definite limits to the inventive
power of man, nor to the potential
fertility of nature. Absolutely
speaking, no one is warranted
in asserting that these two
forces will not be able to modify
indefinitely the conditions in
which the law of diminishing
returns operates, so that
subsistence will keep pace with
population as long as men have
standing room upon the earth.
On the other hand, we
cannot prove that if population
were to increase up to the full
limit of its physiological
possibilities, it would always be
sufficiently provided for by the
fertility of nature and the
inventiveness of man. We are
dealing here with three
unknown quantities. Upon
such a basis it is impossible
either to establish a social law,
or conclusively to refute any
particular generalization that
may be set up. In the third
place, the Malthusian theory,
even if true, is of no practical
use. The assurance that
population, if unchecked,
will inevitably press upon
subsistence does not terrify us,
when we realize that it always
has been checked, by celibacy,
late marriages, war, natural calamities,

and other forces which are not
due to scarcity of subsistence.
The practical question for any
people is whether these non-
scarcity checks are likely to
keep population within the
limits of that people’s productive
resources. So far as the nations
of the Western world are
concerned, this question may be
answered in the affirmative.

The use of preventive
checks, such as postponement
of marriage, abortion, and
artificial sterility have become
so common that the birth-rate
has almost everywhere
decreased within the last half-
century, and there is no
indication of a reaction in the
near future. During the same
period the rate of food
production has considerably
increased. Moreover, the
decline in the birth-rate has
been most pronounced among
those classes whose subsistence
is most ample, thus suggesting
the probability that it will
become equally prevalent
among the poorer classes as
soon as their plane of living is
raised. The contingency that
men may some day become so
careless of the higher standards
of comfort as to give up the
present methods of restriction
is too remote to justify anxiety
on the part of this generation.
Let us assume, however, that,
under the influence of religion
and moral teaching, all the
immoral preventives of
population were discarded.
Even so, we have no reason
to doubt that the lawful checks,
such as virtuous celibacy both
temporary and permanent, and
the decrease of fecundity that
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seems to be a necessary incident
of modern life, particularly in
cities, would be sufficient to
keep the world’s inhabitants
well within the bounds of its
productive powers. So far as we
can see at present, the Malthusian
theory, evenif true in the abstract
and hypothetically, is so
hypothetical, assumes the
absence of so many factors
which are always likely to be
present, that it is not deserving
of serious attention, except as a
means of intellectual exercise.
As alaw of population, it is
about as valuable as many of
the other law shanded down by
the classical economists. It is
about as remote from reality as
the “economic man”.

And yet, this theory met
with immediate and almost
universal acceptance. The book
in which it was expounded
went through six editions while
Malthus was living, and exerted
a remarkable influence upon
economics, sociology, and
legislation during the first half
of the nineteenth century. Aside
from a section of the Socialists,
the most important group of
writers rejecting the Malthusian
theory have been Catholic
economists, such as Liberatore,
Devas, Pesch, Antoine* (cf.
Pesch, “Lehrbuch der

Nationalokonomie”, II, 598).
Being pessimistic and individualistic,
the teaching of Malthus agreed
thoroughly with the temper
and ideas of his time. Distress
was deep and general, and the
political and economic theories
of the day favoured the policy
of laissez faire. To him perhaps
more than to any other writer
is due the evil repute of
the orthodox economists, as
opponents of legislation in the
interests of the poorer classes.
In the words of Devas,
“Malthusianism in practice has
been a grave discouragement to
all works of social reform and
humane legislation, which
appeared as foolish sentiment
defeating its kind aims by
encouraging population”
(Political Economy, 2nd ed., p.
198). Malthus declared that
the poor created their
own poverty by marrying
improvidently, and that any
general system of poor relief
only increased and prolonged
the root evil, overpopulation,
from which they suffered
(Essay bk. IV, passim).
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Determinants of
Population
Growth

Garib Nath Ray

Population growth is determined by four
factors, births (B), deaths (D), immigrants (I), and
emigrants (E). Using a formula expressed as

AP =(B-D)+(I1-E)

In other words, the population growth of a
period can be calculated in two parts, natural
growth of population (B-D) and mechanical
growth of population (I-E), in which Mechanical
growth of population is mainly affected by social
factors, e.g. theadvanced economies are growing
faster while the backward economies are growing
slowly even with negative growth.

Population Growth Rate

In demographics and ecology, population
growth rate (PGR) is the rate at which the number
of individuals in a population increases in a given
time period as a fraction of the initial population.
Specifically, PGR ordinarily refers to the change
in population over a unit time period, often
expressed as a percentage of the number of
individuals in the population at the beginning of
that period. This can be written as the formula:

pGR = MP(1)) ~In(P(1))
(,—1)

The most common way to express population

growth is as a percentage, not as a rate. The

change in population over a unit time period is

expressed as a percentage of the population at
the beginning of the time period. That is:

Percentage Growth = Growth rate x100%.

For small time periods and growth rates, the
added population is the growth rate multiplied

Geography

by the time period. A positive growth ratio (or
rate) indicates that the population is increasing,
while a negative growth ratio indicates the
population is decreasing. A growth ratio of zero
indicates that there were the same number of
people at the two times — net difference between
births, deaths a growth rate may be zero even
when there are significant changes in the birth
rates, death rates, immigration rates, and age
distribution between the two times. Equivalently,
percent death rate = the average number of deaths
in a year for every 100 people in the total
population.

If the length of the time is taken smaller and
smaller, the PGR approaches the logarithmic
derivative of the population function P. If the
population as a function of time is exponential,
say P(t) = Ce”, the logarithmic derivative is a.
Thus, the PGR approximates the exponent a for
populations with exponential growth. A related
measure is the net reproduction rate. In the
absence of migration, a net reproduction rate of
more than one indicates that the population of
women is increasing, while a net reproduction
rate less than one (sub-replacement fertility)
indicates that the population of women is
decreasing.

Excessive Growth and Decline

Population exceeding the carrying capacity of
an area or environment is called overpopulation.
It may be caused by growth in population or by
reduction in capacity.

Spikes in human population can cause
problems such as pollution and traffic congestion,
these might be resolved or worsened by
technological and economic changes. Conversely,
such areas may be considered “underpopulated”
if the population is not large enough to maintain
an economic system. Between these two extremes
sits the notion of the optimum population.

Lecturer, Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial College, Nawahi, Sursand, Sitamarhi
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Human Population Growth Rate

Globally, the growth rate of the human
population has been declining since peaking in
1962 and 1963 at 2.20% per annum. In 2009, the
estimated annual growth rate was 1.1%.

The CIA World Factbook gives the world
annual birthrate, mortality rate, and growth rate
as 1.915%, 0.812%, and 1.092% respectively The
last one hundred years have seen a rapid increase
in population due to medical advances and
massive increase in agricultural productivity
made possible by the Green Revolution.

The actual annual growth in the number of
humans fell from its peak of 88.0 million in 1989,
to alow of 73.9 million in 2003, after which itrose
again to 75.2 million in 2006. Since then, annual
growth has declined.

In 2009, the human population increased by
74.6 million, which is projected to fall steadily to
about 41 million per annum in 2050, at which time
the population will have increased to about 9.2
billion.

Each region of the globe has seen great
reductions in growth rate in recent decades,
though growth rates remain above 2% in some
countries of the Middle East and Sub-Saharan
Africa, and also in South Asia, Southeast Asia,
and Latin America. Some countries experience
negative population growth, especially in Eastern
Europe mainly due to low fertility rates, high
death rates and emigration. In Southern Africa,
growth is slowing due to the high number
of HIV-related deaths. Some Western Europe
countries might also encounter negative
population growth. Japan’s population began
decreasing in 2005.

Growth by Country

The growth by country in the world increased
from 1990 to 2008 with 1,423 million and 27 %
growth. As persons the increase was among
highest in India 290 million and China
192 million. Population growth was among
highest in Qatar 174 % and United Arab
Emirates 140 %.

Rank Country Population Population Growth
(thousands) 2010 (thousands) 1990 (%)1990-2010
World 6,895,889 5,306,425 30.0%
1 China 1,341,335 1,145,195 17.1%
2 India 1,224,614 873,785 40.2%
3 United States 310,384 253,339 22.5%
4 Indonesia 239,871 184,346 30.1%
5 Brazil 194,946 149,650 30.3%
6 Pakistan 173,593 111,845 55.3%
7 Nigeria 158,423 97,552 62.4%
8 Bangladesh 148,692 105,256 41.3%
9 Russia 142,958 148,244 -3.6%
10 Japan 126,536 122,251 3.5%

Projections of Population Growth

World Population Growth
1950-2050
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Figure: Projected world population growth

According to current projections of
population growth, the world population of
humans will continue to grow until at least 2050,
with the estimated population, based on current
growth trends, to reach 9 billion in 2040, and
some predictions putting the population in 2050
as high as 11 billion. World population passed
the 7 billion mark on October 31, 2011. According
to the United Nations” World Population
Prospects report, the world population is
currently growing by approximately 74 million
people per year. Current United Nations
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predictions estimate that the
world population will reach 9.0
billion around 2050, assuming
a decrease in average fertility
rate from 2.5 down to 2.0.
Almost all growth will take
place in the less developed
regions, where today’s 5.3
billion = population  of
underdeveloped countries is
expected to increase to 7.8
billion in 2050. By contrast, the
population of the more
developed regions will remain
mostly unchanged, at 1.2
billion. An exception is the
United States population,
which is expected to increase
44% from 305 million in 2008 to
439 million in 2050. In 2000~
2005, the average world fertility
was 2.65 children per woman,
about half the level in 1950-
1955 (5 children per woman). In
the medium variant, global
fertility is projected to decline
further to 2.05 children per
woman.
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The Socio-Ecology
of Groundwater
in India

Panna Lal

Groundwater use has increased largely
because it is a “democratic resource,” available to
any farmer who has access to a pump.
Accessibility has led to widespread exploitation
of the resource, by farmers grateful for a reliable
irrigation-water source. In turn, this has led to
high levels of groundwater use being associated
with high densities of farmers. But it is a myth
that groundwater use is high only where supplies
are high. Such findings are worrying, because the
consequences of over exploitation of this precious
and productive resource can be catastrophic.

The research highlighted in this briefing
identifies four stages of groundwater
development. To avert potential disaster and
maximize benefits of groundwater as a force for
poverty reduction, new policies are needed at
each of these four stages. It is crucial that
policymakers intervene at these critical stages to
manage both the supply and demand aspects of
groundwater use. Urgent priorities are areas with
low supplies of renewable groundwater but
alarmingly high groundwater use, such as Tamil
Nadu, North Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana.

Groundwater has emerged as the primary
democratic water source and poverty reduction
toolin India’s rural areas. It now contributes more
to rural wealth creation than surface-water
irrigation. Yet State irrigation departments
currently focus most of their manpower and
budgetary resources on centrally-created and
managed large canal irrigation systems, allocating
only a fraction to groundwater resources.

Research Scholar, JPU, Chapra

This policy imbalance is a symptom of the
fact that the increase in the importance of
groundwater over the past 25 years has largely
escaped government notice. Why was this?
Because the groundwater boom happened in the
private, ‘informal’ sector, while public agencies
played only an indirect role.

The explosive growth of India’s groundwater
economy is a result of people’s resourcefulness.
They sink tube wells or dig shallow wells, and
connect a pump to irrigate crops that they could
not otherwise grow. This approach doesn’t rely
on government planning, canal infrastructure or
deliveries of water by the irrigation department.

Having control over their water means
farmers invest more in their crops, and so get
higher yields. This benefit of groundwater
irrigation helps explain the huge jump in
agricultural productivity identified in a recent
study by Indian researchers and IWMI. With all
these benefits, it is not surprising that farmers
and entrepreneurs have invested around US$12
billion in groundwater pump structures. This
sum is huge, especially when compared with the
US$20 billion of public money spent on surface-
water irrigation schemes over the last 50 years.
The downside of groundwater use is over-
exploitation. In some areas too much
groundwater has been extracted, and the effects
have been catastrophic. Agriculture has
collapsed-destroying people’s livelihoods-and
drinking water supplies have been endangered
with freshwater aquifers becoming polluted.
Such disasters happen because groundwater
resources are largely unmanaged, and because
the policy needed to deal with the problem is not
yet in place.

A new finding directly relevant to such policy
is that population density and agricultural
demand drive groundwater use-not the quantity
of groundwater present or the availability of
surface water for groundwater recharge. As the
map on page 3 shows some of India’s most
intensive groundwater irrigation occurs in its
most densely populated regions.
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What does this imply?
Simply that, although everything
may look fine on the surface-
high groundwater use and
booming agriculture-a crash
could soon occur because the
underlying water resource is
insufficient. Resource analysis
is needed to tell policy makers
how much groundwater can be
sustainably tapped in various
areas, and to identify hot spots
where its use is unsustainable
due to lack of reliable recharge.

A newly identified four-
stage model of socio-ecology of
India’s groundwater use can
help policy makers identify
appropriate policy intervention
points. It describes the “boom’
and ‘bust’ progression of
groundwater development
typical of India and South Asia.
Tube-well numbers increase
(Stage 1) and groundwater
based agriculture ‘booms’
(Stage 2). The first signs of
groundwater overuse appear
(Stage 3) and the ‘boom’ turns
to ‘bust’ (Stage 4) as entire areas
are plunged into crisis.

Policy is lagging behind the
reality of groundwater
development. To avoid future
crises, policy makers need to
update groundwater policies
and take steps to:

* understand the situation-
recognizing the importance
of groundwater to India
and the rural poor, and
the value of protecting it,
and understanding the
trends and drivers behind
groundwater use;

* use resource analysis to
identify hot spots of

unsustainable groundwater
use and prioritize these for
action;

* actively manage ground
water-even in the early
stages of the groundwater
socio-ecology, shifting from
‘resource-development’ to
‘resource-management’
policies.

Policy makers must rise to
the challenge of finding ways
to manage groundwater
sustainably. It is, after all, the
most ‘democratic” source of
water available for improving
livelihoods and household food
security, and reducing poverty
in India’s rural areas.

Groundwater: A new
synthesis

After analysing and
evaluating data covering more
than 80% of both India’s land
area and population, recent
Indian research has concluded
that it's time to take notice of
groundwater. In comparison
with surface-water irrigation,
groundwater irrigation:

e covers more land and is
expanding faster,

e creates more wealth, and

* has a greater impact in
terms of poverty reduction.

Tohelp us better understand
India’s fast-changing groundwater
situation, the researchers’ findings
can be easily summarized.

The rapid rise of groundwater
use: Groundwater use is now so
extensive that we can no longer
afford to overlook it. Supplying
27 million hectares of farmland,
groundwater now irrigates a
larger total area than surface
water (21 million hectares). This
means it sustains almost 60% of
the country’s irrigated land. On

a local level, an increasing
number of districts today have
larger shares of irrigated land
under groundwater irrigation
than under surface-water
irrigation.

This change in usage in
India has been extremely rapid
since the 1970s. In just two
decades, the groundwater
irrigated lands in India has
increased by 105%. In contrast,
the areas of surface-water
irrigated land rose by only 28%
over the same period (1970-
1994). This change was most
striking in northern India-the
heart of the Green Revolution.

A count of mechanized
wells and tube wells also
illustrates how quickly
groundwater irrigation has
spread. Numbers of wells have
rocketed in the last 40 years,
from less than one million in
1960 to more than 19 million in
the year 2000. How has this
affected agricultural production?

Greater wealth from
groundwater: Analysis shows
that the contribution made by
groundwater to the agricultural
economy of India has grown
steadily since the early 1970s.
Groundwater now creates more
agricultural wealth than any
other irrigation source. In 1993,
for example, groundwater use
generated Rs. 132 billion, while
surface water use generated
only Rs. 115 billion. This is a
complete reversal from the
corresponding values of Rs. 21
billion and Rs. 77 billion in 1970.

Groundwater-associated
agricultural output did not rise
at this phenomenal rate simply
because the area under
groundwater irrigation expanded.
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Groundwater is actually more
productive (producing more
crops per hectare) than surface
water. This is because farmers
who use groundwater can get
as much water as they need,
when and where they want it.
And, knowing that their crops
will not fail because of drought,
farmers invest more in high-
yielding seed varieties,
fertilizers and pesticides. This
leads to higher yields.

What's more, in groundwater
irrigation, crop production is
higher per unit of water used
than it is in surface-water
irrigation. This is because it
costs farmers money to pump
groundwater. So, they use it
sparingly and efficiently,
timing their irrigation carefully.
Research in other countries
confirms economic benefits of
groundwater irrigation. For
example, groundwater is five
times more productive than
surface water in terms of euros/
m3 in Andalusia (Spain).

Indian researchers have
tested a number of hypotheses
about groundwater use levels.
Analysis of data from 251
districts in 12 major States
showed that, between 1970 and
1973, canal irrigation was the
main driver of irrigated
agriculture. By the 1990-1993
period, groundwater had
become the primary force
behind irrigation.

Since the 1970s, the
contribution of surface water to
the total value of agricultural
production has fallen by 3%,
whilst that of groundwater has
risen by 10%. What's more, this
trend has not yet peaked;
groundwater use is likely to
continue to increase in
popularity in the coming
decades.

Greater impacts in reducing
poverty: In relation to the
amount of land they cultivate,
poor farmers are better
represented than richer farmers
in their use of groundwater.
Small and marginal farms (less
than 2 hectares) make up only
29% of the total agricultural
area. Yet these small farms
account for 38% of the net area
irrigated by wells and 35%
of the tube wells fitted
with electric pump sets.
Proportionally more of thelarge
increase we have seen in
agricultural outputs-due to
groundwater use-goes directly
into the stomachs and pockets of
the poor.

In fact, groundwater irrigation
is inherently less biased against
the poor than large dams and
large-scale surface water
irrigation projects. It creates
democratic access to water for
all, particularly for small
farmers not able to benefit from
water in the canal irrigation
schemes. For all these reasons,
groundwater irrigation is a
potentially effective vehicle for
poverty eradication. But,

without proper management,
farmers’ need for water for
irrigation will destroy the
resource which brings them
rich agricultural and economic
rewards in the short term.
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Urbanization —
An Emerging
Humanitarian
Disaster

Kumari Sweta Sinha

In 2008, the proportion of the world’s
population living in urban areas crossed the 50%
mark. The current rates of urbanization suggest
that in China, 870 million people — more than
half the population — will be living in cities
within less than a decade, and the capital of
Botswana, Gaborone, will grow from 186,000 to
500,000 inhabitants by 2020.1 Most observers
believe that essentially all population growth
from now on will be in cities: the urban
population is projected to grow to 4.9 billion by
2030, increasing by 1.6 billion while the rural
population shrinks by 28 million.

This transition is happening chaotically,
resulting in a disorganised urban landscape.
Although many expect urbanization to mean an
improved quality of life, this rising tide does not
lift all boats, and many poor people are rapidly
being absorbed into urban slums. Urbanization,
in fact, is a health hazard for certain vulnerable
populations, and this demographic shift threatens
to create a humanitarian disaster. The threat
comes both in the form of rising rates of endemic
disease and a greater potential for epidemics and
even pandemics. To protect global health,
governments and international agencies need to
make commensurate shifts in planning and
programs, basing all changes on solid
epidemiologic and operational research.

Although natural disasters and armed
conflicts cause migration into urban centres, most
people relocate to cities in search of employment.

M.A. (Geography), Patna University, Patna

Geography

When they arrive, many find only one affordable
housing option: illegal and unplanned dense
settlements lacking basic public infrastructure,
where they must live in lodgings made from
tenuous materials, such as used plastic sheets,
discarded scrap metal, and mud. The United
Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-
Habitat) reports that 43% of urban residents in
developing countries such as Kenya, Brazil, and
India and 78% of those in the least-developed
countries such as Bangladesh, Haiti, and Ethiopia
live in such slums. These slums, which are making
up an increasing proportion of growing cities, lack
not only most basic government services but also
political recognition; as a result, so do their
inhabitants. These residents are usually tolerated
and their presence tacitly accepted, but the local
government generally ignores them, accepting no
responsibility for accounting for them in planning
or the provision of services.

The current public health paradigm delineates
urban health hazards as comprising injuries,
pollution, and chronic diseases, such as diabetes
and hypertension. Although these hazards are
indeed more specific to urban than to rural areas,
urbanization also exacerbates long-standing
hazards specific to populations that have not
undergone the epidemiologic transition from a
predominance of infectious diseases. Increasing
the population density in cities without proper
water supplies and sanitation increases the risk
of transmission of communicable diseases.
Mortality among children under 5 years of age
and among infants is higher in urban slums than
in rural settings.

Though in most countries health care is more
limited in rural than in urban areas, the urban
environment may lack health support often
provided in rural settings while also posing new
risks. For example, for women and children, the
rural environment provides a community of
kinship that often ensures physical safety, food
security, and the availability of child care. Without
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these safeguards, many
women’s mobility is limited in
urban areas. Mobility and child
care assistance from more
experienced women allow
mothers to perform two of the
three steps thatare theoretically
fundamental to health care
utilization: identifying illness
and seeking care (the third being
delivering care). Differential
rates of death reflect this effect
of urbanization, but we require
more data in order to assess the
true extent of this problem and
other urban health risks.
Currently, collected data are
rarely disaggregated down to
the level of individual city
neighbourhoods, and slum
populations are generally not
included when health statistics
are reported.

Improved systems for
collecting data in slums are
urgently needed for the
planning of infrastructure
construction, programs, and
resource allocation. Precise data
that distinguish among types of
residence, locations, and
socioeconomic strata would
reveal the varied effects of
urbanization on health
indicators, allowing for focused
interventions.

We believe that the world’s
wealthier countries need to
invest in capturing these data
and improving public health
systems. Doing so is not purely
altruistic; it serves the self-
interest of all countries, because
poor urban areas can easily
become a breeding ground for
emerging infections and
potential pandemics. The
outbreak of severe acute

respiratory syndrome (SARS) in
Hong Kong in 2002 and 2003,
which was believed to have
originated in rural China,
demonstrated how dense urban
living could ignite a global
health crisis. In a slum, the lack
of surveillance and adequate
health care might well result in
more rapid spread of
undetected diseases; without
the necessary resources, it is
difficult to implement any kind
of preventive, containment, or
treatment measures. Developed
countries also have a financial
stake in the requisite surveillance
and health care systems: even
conservative estimates of the
cost of SARS to the economies
of Europe and North America
run to billions of dollars.

Understanding health-
related behaviour and the
logistics of the health care
environment of urban areas can
also aid in the design of
appropriate interventions. All
three factors necessary to the
effective utilization of health
care — illness identification,
care seeking, and care delivery
— vary within urban settings.
Although slum residents often
live close to many health care
providers, they generally have
little access to high-quality care.
Care-seeking patterns show
that although less expensive,
higher-quality government
clinics are often available, slum
residents who do seek care tend
to choose more expensive
private providers — for a
multitude of reasons, from
perceived quality to ease of
access. Studies show that the
care received by the urban poor

is often of low quality. One
study examining the care
provided by 100 private
practitioners in an urban slum
in Mumbai, India, found 80
different treatment regimens
being used for tuberculosis,
only 4 of which met the
guidelines of the World Health
Organisation.

In some cases, new
interventions are required for
this population, but in others,
interventions that are known to
be effective simply need to be
translated into effective
programs. Fundamental public
health services, such as
vaccination, a safe water supply
and sanitation, and oral
rehydration therapy, remain
important, and operational
research is required in order to
implement them effectively.
Adapting interventions for
implementation by community
health workers or trained
midwives has shown benefit,
and we believe that a cadre of
health care workers practicing
in slums must be trained in
order to reach this population.

Our knowledge base also
needs to be supplemented
through dedicated research.
Epidemiologists must develop
methods for collecting precise
and accurate data and
surveillance on the health of
urban populations. Research
must be conducted on the
design of interventions and
approaches to using proven
public health tools that exploit
the advantages conferred by
urban settings, such as the
concentration of target
populations and Dbetter
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communicationand transportation
infrastructures for delivery of
care and health education. And
governments, nongovernmental
organisations, and private
providers must commit
themselves to implementing
new policies and programs.
Many projects and field
research efforts fall by the
wayside when no governing or
implementing agency “scales
up” initial results. Governments
need to determine the structure
of health care provision,
administration, and regulation, and
nongovernmental organisations
should aid in promoting good
governance, increasing capacity,
and ensuring access to care.

As the world becomes
increasingly urban, the health
of the urban poor may suffer.
Decades of progress in public
health could be erased, and the
stage could be set for devastating
pandemics of infectious disease.
Action is needed now to avert
such a disaster. No potential
conflict of interest relevant to
this article was reported.

Urbanization in

India: Facts, Issues

and Recommendations
Population pressure on

rural agricultural land and

developmentefforts concentrated

in some areas of the country

generate migratory movements
from rural areas to the more
developed areas in the country.
Peoplemove tothenew areas mostly
for escaping rural unemployment!
underemployment and to search
for better job opportunities and
sometimes for better living
conditions. Such movements
are termed as urbanization
because these areas of movement
have some characteristics unique
to urban areas.

Different countries define
these urban characteristics
differently. Most often they are
defined in terms of size or
density of the area; sometimes
occupational pattern like certain
percentage of population
engaged in nonagricultural
activities is added to these
characteristics to make it
distinct from rural areas.
Besides these broad criteria,
some areas like cantonment and
municipalities are included in
an urban category because they
possess the socio-economic
characteristics of urban areas.

Thus definition of urban
areas adopted by different
countries fall in one or more of
the following categories (1):

i. Size and/or density of
habitation

ii. Occupational pattern of
the habitation like

percentage of population
engaged in non
agricultural activities, and

iii. Localities with certain
urban socio-economic
characteristics. In this
category come areas like
cantonment, municipalities
etc.

In the case of India, a 1991
census adopted the following
definition for urban areas:

a. Allplaceswithamunicipality,
corporation, cantonment
board, notified town area
committee or other such
places,

b. All places which satisfy
the following criteria:

i) Aminimum population

of 5000
ii) At least 75 percent of
male working

population engaged
in non-agricultural
pursuits, and

iii) A density of population
of atleast 400 persons
per sq. km.

c. Besides, the major project
colonies, areas of industrial
development, railway
colonies and important
tourist destinations were
also treated as urban
though they might not
fulfil the above criteria
strictly.

(209) / July-September, 2012

Gaidhantiki



History

Islam and the
Trade in Medieval
India

Dr. Birendra Kumar Singh

It was in the expansion of trade where Islam’s
impact was the greatest. One of the most
significant aspects of the Islamic period in world
history was the emergence of Islamic courts
capable of imposing a common commercial and
legal system that extended from Morocco in the
West to Mongolia in the North East and Indonesia
in the South East. Although this was not of
significant benefit to countries such as India that
enjoyed a substantial trade surplus, it was
probably of great significance to the people of the
Arabian or Central Asian deserts whose oasis
depended heavily on trade.

As the Hindu and Buddhist kingdoms of Asia
were subjugated by Islam, and as Islam spread
through Africa-it became a highly centralising
force that facilitated in the creation of a common
legal system that allowed letters of credit issued
in say Egypt or Tunisia to be honoured in India
or Indonesia. To create and sustain such an
internationally consistent legal system, Islamic
rulers had to undercut the local and traditional
systems of governance that prevailed. This also
meant that they often preferred to deal with
foreigners who had no interest in preserving the
older systems. It is also possible that the terms of
trade were structured in ways that disadvantaged
local artisans and peasants, but favoured the rich
traders and ruling elites in the newly established
and aggressively expanding Islamic kingdom:s.

As the old contractual obligations in society
were weakened, Islam became the new binding
force of these newly conquered societies. And in

order to cement their rule, Islamic rulers initially
promoted a system in which there was arevolving
door between the clergy, the administrative
nobility and the mercantile classes. Ibn Batuta is
a classic example of this phenomenon. He served
as an Imam in Delhi, as a judicial official in the
Maldives, and as an envoy and trader in the
Malabar. There was never a contradiction in any
of his positions because each of these roles
complemented the other. Islam created a compact
under which political power, law and religion
became fused in a manner so as to safeguard the
interests of the mercantile class. This led world
trade to expand to the maximum extent possible
in the medieval world.

Agriculturally developed societies played a
crucial role in this transformation. The interests
of the mercantile community were such that they
wished agricultural taxes to be high but trade
duties to be low. By and large, Islamic rulers
implemented exactly such a regime.

This enabled the founding of new trading and
manufacturing centres that emerged wherever
Islam took hold. For the desert areas of the world,
Islam came as a big boon-providing wealth from
trade that would have been unimaginable
considering the poverty of the natural landscape.
For the world’s largely self-sufficient and more
advanced agricultural civilisations like India (or
Egypt or Indonesia)-this growth in trade was
probably of lesser significance and more of a
mixed bag.

Islam and the Spread of
Technology

With the growth of international trade also
came the spread of manufacturing technology
and a more advanced urban culture. Local
inventions and regional technologies became
more easily globalised. This was of profound
importance to those parts of the world that had
lagged in terms of technological development. On
the other hand, for a nation like India which had
a rich intellectual tradition of its own, and was
already a relatively advanced civilisation, this
may have been of lesser import. Nevertheless, no
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country has alock on technology,
and to the extent that the arrival
of Islam was concomitant with
the adoption of new
technologies it helped India too.

Although there is considerable
debate amongst historians as to
how much technology was
actually brought into India by
Islamic invaders, there is one
(albeit controversial) school of
thought that argues that
inventions like the water-wheel
for irrigation were imported
during the Islamic period. In
some other cases, the evidence
is much clearer. The use of
ceramic tiles in construction
was inspired by architectural
traditions prevalent in Iraq,
Iran, and in Central Asia.
Rajasthan’s blue pottery was an
adaptation of Chinese pottery
which was imported in large
quantities by the Mughal rulers.
There is also the example of
Sultan Abidin (1420-70)
sending Kashmiri artisans to
Samarqand to learn book-
binding and paper making.

But regardless of whether
the Islamic rulers introduced
new technology or not, there is
considerable evidence that
many Islamic rulers developed
Karkhanas, i.e. small factories
during their reign. Of even
greater significance is how new
towns thatspecialised ina particular
category of manufactured goods
emerged throughout the
country. Khurja and Siwan
became renowned for pottery,
Moradabad for brass ware,
Mirzapur for carpets, Firozabad
for glass wares, Farrukhabad
for printing, Sahranpur and
Nagina for wood-carving, Bidar

and Lucknow for bidriware,
Srinagar for papier-mache,
Benaras for jewellery and
textiles, and so on.

Impact on the
Peasantry

The impact on the peasantry
varied from region to region,
and from ruler to ruler. Even as
urbanisation created opportunities
for some, it also created new
problems for the countryside.
The growth of the urban centres
and the manufacture of luxury
goods that were popular in the
lavish courts of some of the
Islamic rulers often came at a
heavy cost on large sections of
the peasantry. While trading
communities and certain
categories of skilled artisans
may have been able to take
advantage of new avenues for
social mobility, other sections
suffered a setback.

The invading rulers,
particularly during the Delhi
Sultanate (or even the Mughal)
period had a fairly narrow local
support base-(especially if they
were not born and raised in
India, and were driven to
enforcing their particular idea
of Islamic law on a resistant
population). This meant that
they had to rely on greater
violence to sustain their rule. It
appears that military campaigns
became more frequent and
more brutal. Punishments
became more severe and torture
and the death penalty were
used with less restraint.

During the early period of
Islamic conquest, many Islamic
rulers resorted to the hated
jaziya, or poll tax levied on non-

believers-i.e. non-Muslims. In
some instances, this pushed the
poorest sections of the
peasantry into slavery. In other
instances this may have coerced
some of the peasantry into
converting, or else led to local
uprisings and tax rebellions.
But the consequences of failed
rebellions were just as disastrous.

Growth of Slavery

During the period of the
Delhi Sultanate, the practice of
slavery grew to levels
previously unseen in Indian
history. S.A.A. Rizvi reports
that Delhi’s 14th C. ruler Firuz
Shah Tughlaq kept 180,000
slaves.

Impoverished peasants
were often forced into selling
their children, both boys and
girls into slavery. According to
Ibn Batuta, captive girls were
very cheap, and even skilled
girls were relatively inexpensive.

Slaves acquired through
wars and armed raids against
Hindu chiefs were sold in local
markets. Noblemen kept an
enormous number of slaves and
feudal lords maintained entire
armies of slaves. A significant
number were captured and sent
to the slave markets of Central
Asia. However, slaves utilised
in the military often fought their
way to the top and took their
revenge on the ruling clans.

This occurred not only in
Delhi but also in Aurangabad
and Ahmednagar in the
Deccan, and in Bengal.

As a result, the Sultanate
period was a period of great
instability with rulers being
deposed in quick succession. It
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is quite likely that the Rajput
practice of Jauhar emerged as a
means of fending off such
degradation in the face of
impending military defeat.

During famines, both
Hindus and Muslims sold their
children into slavery thus
forcing the clergy to speak out
against the practice. In 1562,
Akbar abolished the practice of
taking the wives and children
of defeated rebels as captives
and from then on, it appears
that the practice of slavery may
have gone into decline but was
not entirely discontinued.

The special tax ‘Jazia’ on
non-Muslims, was also
abolished. Nevertheless, taxes
on the peasantry went up from
a sixth or a fourth of the
produce to a third under the
Mughals. While some of these
increased taxes may have been
made possible through
improved irrigation methods-at
some point these taxes far
exceeded any gains in
productivity and came to be
viewed as unbearable, and
eventually led to the Sikh and
Maratha revolts that
permanently fractured Mughal
rule.

But not all Islamic rulers
bled the peasantry. Shah Mir
who became king of Kashmir in
1339 fixed the land tax at 17%.
Later rulers like Tipu Sultan of
Mysore were also not viewed as
unreasonable taxers and
became especially popular.
Even more profligate rulers like
the Awadh Nawabs managed
to juggle the interests of the
peasantry with the interests of
urban-dwellers thus
maintaining a certain amount of
popular support. It is thus no
surprise that only such popular
rulers (like Tipu and the Awadh
Nawabs) were able to offer any
significant resistance to British
rule.
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The Revenue
System of the
Delhi Sultanate

Prof. (Dr.) Yogendra Pd. Rai

A rapid survey of the three-hundred-year
history of the Delhi Sultanate is likely to leave
the reader with two impressions. One is of a
political structure in which violence, based on a
powerful fighting force, was the only support of
a ruler’s government; the other is that anything
like a coherent political philosophy was
completely lacking. What is becoming
increasingly plain, however, as the period is
studied in more depth, is that the sultanate under
its abler rulers had a quite sophisticated
administrative structure. In addition, the Turkish
sultans were heirs to a tradition in which political
theory had been considerably evolved, and there
were many scholars in Islamic India who had
given thought to both the general principles
underlying government and the techniques of
public administration. We know of the works of
some of these writers only from casual references
in other books, but a number which have survived
suggest the background of thought against which
the sultanate’s actual administrative structure
developed.

Political Theory

The earliest work of importance for the
history of political thought of Muslim India was
probably intended to be a blueprint for the first
Muslim government at Delhi. It was written by a
contemporary of Iltutmish, Fakhr-i-Mudabbir,
who had spent a considerable part of his life at
Lahore, where he met Sultan Mohammad Ghuri
and Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak, to whom one of
his works, a book on genealogies, was presented
in 1206. The historical introduction to this work
has been translated into English, but his more
important work, variously styled Adab-ul-Muluk

History

wa Kifayat al Mamluk (Rules for the Kings and the
Welfare of the Subjects) or Adab-ul-Harab wal-
Shujaat (Rules of Warfare and Bravery), has not
yet been published in its entirety. It was
undoubtedly intended to be a guide for rulers and
administrators. The first part of this book deals
with the privileges and responsibilities of kings,
with separate chapters giving the qualifications
and functions of different officers of state. The rest
of the book is a manual dealing systematically
and in some detail with the art of war. The work
was presented to Iltutmish and, as the
contemporary histories show, the government
organization set up by him corresponded very
closely to the structure visualized by Fakhr-i-
Mudabbir.

Another early work, of which only an
incomplete copy has survived, belongs to a
different category. This is Fatawa-i-Jahandari
(Rulings on Government) by Ziya-ud-din Barani
(1285-1357), the greatest of fourteenth-century
historians of Muslim India. A political phantasy
consisting mainly of a number of discourses
purporting to have been addressed by Sultan
Mahmud of Ghazni to his successor, it was
written after Barani had retired from the royal
court in disgrace. It reflects Barani’s bitterness
against recent trends, his extremism, and his acute
class-consciousness. He is bitter not only against
the Hindus but also against the Muslim lower
classes who, he believed, should not be “taught
reading and writing, for plenty of disorders arise
owing to the skill of the low-born in knowledge
... For on account of their skill, they became
governors, revenue collectors, auditors, officers
and rulers.” If the teachers disregard this edict,
and it is discovered that “they have imparted
knowledge or taught letters or writing to the low-
born, inevitably the punishment for disobedience
will be meted out to them.”

Fatawa-i-Jahandari represents an individual’s
views, and made no impression on the course of
Indo-Muslim history or political thought. Indeed,
itis notreferred to by any later writer or historian,
and is notincluded in the fairly full list of Barani’s
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works given by his contemporary,
Amir Khurd. The importance of
the book is partly personal, as
an insight into the mind of
Barani, and partly topical, as it
gives his views in the context of
the political and social situation
then prevailing. In spirit and
sentiments, Fatawa-i-Jahandari is
in complete contrast with
Fakhr-i-Mudabbir’s book,
which is throughout inspired
by practical idealism, moderation
and good sense.

Barani dealt at length with
political philosophies of early
Muslim rulers, statesmen, and
religious leaders in his great
historical work, Tarikh-i-Firuz
Shahi. The long discourses on
political affairs and statecraft
contained in his book are
dramatizations and expansions
by an eloquent historian who is
also a creative artist. Among the
most interesting of these
discourses are Nur-ud-din
Mubarik Ghaznavi’s advice to
[Itutmish on the responsibilities
of a Muslim “Defender of the
Faith” (Din Panah); Balban’s
views on kingship, and his long
lecture to his son, Bughra Khan,
the governor of Bengal, on the
relationship between the central
and the provincial governments;
Ahmad Chap’s advice to Jalal-
ud-din Khalji; Kotwal Ala-ul-
Mulk’s discourses at Alauddin’s
consultative assemblies; and
Qazi Mughis’s views on major
political and legal problems of
the day. They are presumably
coloured by his own predilictions,
and should not be treated as
verbally authentic, but the
views attributed to different
rulers and dignitaries are so
distinct and so much in
character that they may be

taken to represent generally the
individual views of the persons
to whom they are attributed.

To turn from theory to
practice, the first comment that
should be made on the Islamic
state in India is that it was nota
theocracy, as sometimes has
been suggested. Aside from the
question of the relevance of the
concept of a theocracy to a
society that does not recognize
a priesthood, by the time the
Delhi Sultanate was established
the religious function of the
caliph had ceased to be of much
significance for the outlying
Islamic world. It is true that a
few of the Delhi rulers obtained
formal recognition of their titles
from the caliph, but this pious
legal fiction did not alter the
reality. The temporal authority
of the caliph at Baghdad
dwindled to a mere shadow
even within his own territories,
and the actual reality of the
Indian links with the caliphate
may be judged by the fact that
occasionally a caliph would
have been dead for years before
Delhi became aware of the
event. The patents obtained by
the rulers meant so little that at
one time a caliph sent patents
simultaneously to both rulers of
Delhi and Bengal.

In any case the policy
adopted by the early sultans
under the stress of circumstances
with which they were confronted
could scarcely permit the
growth of theocracy. [ltutmish,
recognizing the essentially
secular nature of the sultanate
saw that under the conditions
prevailing in India, it was not
possible for him to be a
“Defender of the Faith” except
in limited spheres. Balban went

even further. In spite of his
courtesy to the leading ulama
and his personal observance of
religious practices, in matters of
administration he was guided
by the needs of the state, not
Islamic law. Alauddin Khalji
followed the same policy.
“When he became sultan,”
Barani records, “he came to the
conclusion that polity and
government are one thing, and
the rules and decrees of Islamic
law are another. Royal
commands belong to the sultan,
Islamic legal decrees rest upon
the judgment of the qazis and
muftis.” It was under the
Tughlugs, particularly under
Firuz, that Muslim jurists
gained some recognition, but by
then the pattern of Muslim rule
in India had become firmly
established.

The early ulama, realizing
the complexity of the Indian
situation and the need for
strengthening the Muslim
government, accepted Iltutmish’s
policy. Their lack of power may
be judged by the fact that
Raziyya ascended the throne of
Delhi although Muslim legal
opinion is firmly opposed to
female rulers; it was left to a
much later scholar, Shaikh
Abdul Haq Muhaddis (1551-
1642), in the more legalistic
days of the Mughals, to criticize
the selection of Raziyya and
express surprise at the action of
the contemporary jurists and
Shaikhs in confirming it.

There was an equally
glaring departure from the
correct legal position in Qutb-
ud-din Aibak’s acceptance as
sultan before his manumission.
In general, then, the position
was that so long as a sultan
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undertook to safeguard the
honour and the observances of
Islam, did nothing in open
defiance of the principles of
shariat, appointed qazis and
made arrangements for religious
education and observance of
religious practices, the ulama
did not interfere in the affairs
of the state.

The use of the title “sultan”
in itself indicates the transition
from the quasi-theocratic
caliphate to a secular institution.
Although the process was
implicit in the establishment
and administration of the
Umayyad caliphate, it was
strengthened by the Persian
belief in the divine right of
kings. This idea, which had
become dominant in Baghdad
under the later Abbasids, was
even more marked at Ghazni.
AtDelhi, in the early days of the
Turkish rule, there was some
opposition to it in orthodox
Muslim circles, and Iltutmish
was almost apologetic about his
kingly role. The position
completely changed with
Balban, who was an advocate of
Persian ideas, modelled his
court after the Persian style,
assumed the title of zillullah,
and introduced Persian
etiquette, court ceremonial, and
festivities. With him Persian
ideas of monarchy became
dominant. The process was
facilitated by the fact that the
Hindus regarded a king as a
representative of divine powers.

These theories gave medieval
rulers powers which occasionally
were used arbitrarily, but a
number of checks remained on

the absolute exercise of
authority by the sultan. For one
thing, the Islamic theory
curtails the law-making power
of a ruler, and although there
was nothing to stop an
autocratic ruler from becoming
alaw unto himself, he could do
so only in defiance of the system
which gave him power. Even
the autocratic Alauddin Khalji
admitted that administration of
justice was the concern of the
Muslim jurists.

Equally important was the
opinion of the nobility. The
sultans consulted their chief
nobles and the routine affairs of
the state were left to them.
Minhaj refers to a dignitary,
Amir-i-Majlis, whose duty was
to arrange meetings of the
sultan’s closest associates.
Important questions were
discussed freely, and some
favourite royal schemes (such
as Alauddin’s proposal to
establish a new religion) were
ruled out. Together with the
influence of public opinion and
the natural desire of the sultan
to maintain his position, the
nobles in this way exercised a
check on the theoretical
absolutism enjoyed by him.

According to Muslim
theory, held particularly by the
Sunnis who formed the bulk of
the Muslim population in India,
election was the accepted
method for selecting the ruler.
This was rarely observed
anywhere, and both Turko-
Iranian and Hindu conceptions
of sovereignty were opposed to
it, but a form of limited election
or acceptance was generally

followed at Delhi. The oath of
allegiance taken by the
governors of the provinces, the
principal nobles of the capital,
and the chief theologians was
taken as a symbol of the indirect
consent of the mass of the
people.
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History

Tribal Movements
in the Early
Nineteenth
Century

Shashi Pratap Upadhayay

After the final defeat of the Marathas in 1818,
the authority of the East India Company in the
newly ceded and conquered territories in central
and northern India was challenged on many
fronts. Dacoity, or banditry was endemic, of
which the so-called thugs were the most notorious
example. The word ‘thug’ is of Indian origin, thagi
meaning ‘to deceive’. Although terms like it could
be found in generic use in previous periods, ‘thag’
was first used as a specific category by a British
district officer named William Sleeman, in
application to a variety of groups of marauding
bandits in central India in the 1820s. The
suppression of the thugs thereafter became part
of the great civilising mission of the British in
India, along with the abolition of sati, infanticide,
human sacrifice and other supposed social evils.
Work on these fronts was faithfully reported to
the Board of Control in London and the annual
Statement Exhibiting on Moral and Material Progress
and Condition of India from 1859 onwards.

The thug phenomenon was paralleled by
another and more serious law and order problem
in the early nineteenth century, which was similar
in causation: the Pindaris. They were bandits who
raided whole villages on horseback, principally
in the newly ceded territories in central and
northern India [Anon 1818; Ghosh 1966]. The
Pindaris were mostly unemployed mercenary
cavalrymen who had served in the armies of the

M.A., Magadh University, Bodhgaya

Maratha Princes and others, before being
disbanded in 1818. The threat that they posed was
so considerable that an entire sepoy army had to
be sent to suppress them.

The thugs and the Pindaris occupied a great
deal of British military manpower, but there were
numerous other uprisings in the same period to
occupy them, many in adivasi or tribal areas. For
example in the 1820s, a succession of revolts
occurred amongst the Bhil tribes in Gujarat, and
the Kol in Bihar between 1829 and 1833. Most
serious of all was a revolt by the Santhals in 1855,
just two years before the uprising of 1857,
following which more than 10,000 tribals were
killed in British reprisals in an attempt to pacify
the territory [Guha 1983]. Nomadic and
‘wandering’ communities had good cause to
resent the British, by whom they had been
systematically persecuted. In the early 19th
century huge areas of grazing lands around Delhi,
used by the Gujars, Rangars and Bhattis were
cleared and given by the British to Jat peasant
farmers to cultivate. These communities were
therefore amongst the first to resort to arson and
banditry as soon as British control collapsed in
1857.

They all had one thing in common, being in
one way or another losers in the land revenue
settlements of the early nineteenth century. The
Gujars and Bhattis lost land because the British
did not recognise pastoralists to have proprietary
right of access or occupancy. Tribals, who
practised shifting forms of cultivation, were also
frequently denied rights to the land and expelled
from large areas of forest which were taken over
by the government. It can be conjectured that
many so-called thugs may have been Gond
adivasis from the highlands of Central India who
had been forced out of the forests in which they
had traditionally hunted and foraged. From a life
of banditry and petty thieving, it was but a small
step to join in open rebellion.

The thugs and the Pindaris occupied a great
deal of British military manpower, but there were
numerous other uprisings in the same period to
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occupy them, many in adivasi
or tribal areas. For example in
the 1820s, a succession of
revolts occurred amongst the
Bhil tribes in Gujarat, and the
Kol in Bihar between 1829 and
1833. Most serious of all was a
revolt by the Santhals in 1855,
just two years before the
uprising of 1857, following
which more than 10,000 tribals
were killed in British reprisals
in an attempt to pacify the
territory [Guha 1983]. Nomadic
and ‘wandering’ communities
had good cause to resent the
British, by whom they had been
systematically persecuted. In
the early 19th century huge
areas of grazing lands around
Delhi, used by the Gujars,
Rangars and Bhattis were
cleared and given by the British
to Jat peasant farmers to
cultivate. These communities
were therefore amongst the first
to resort to arson and banditry
as soon as British control
collapsed in 1857. They all had
one thing in common, being in
one way or another losers in the
land revenue settlements of the
early nineteenth century. The
Gujars and Bhattis lost land
because the British did not
recognise pastoralists to have
proprietary right of access or
occupancy. Tribals, who
practised shifting forms of
cultivation, were also
frequently denied rights to the
land and expelled from large
areas of forest which were taken
over by the government. It can
be conjectured that many so-
called thugs may have been
Gond adivasis from the
highlands of Central India who

had been forced out of the
forests in which they had
traditionally hunted and
foraged. From a life of banditry
and petty thieving, it was but a
small step to join in open
rebellion.

Uprisings of more substantial
rural elites as well as of peasants
occurred in the first half of the
nineteenth century. The
Bundela Rajputs, for example,
were relatively prosperous
landowners in Central India
who rebelled in 1842, in reaction
to tax increases and oppressive
court proceedings which had
deprived some of them of land.
The mere arrival of a British
land survey team, whose task
was to measure the fields and
decide how much tax should be
paid, could provoke a riot, as
occurred in Khandesh in 1852.
The were also violent outbreaks
among the peasantry on the
Malabar Coast, where Muslim
Mappila tenants were almost
continuously in revolt against
Hindu landlords appointed by
the British.

Finally, in urban areas,
unrest was often communal,
characterised by the rioting of
unemployed Muslim artisans
against the Hindu moneylenders
who were prospering under
colonial rule. The replacement
of the law officers of the old
Mughal cities (such as the
Kotwal, Qazi, and Mufti) by
brusque colonial officials added
further to the prevailing sense
of unease. Dissent and unrest
were therefore widespread
during the early part of the

nineteenth century, but the
inadequate intelligence of the
East India Company meant that
the seriousness of this
opposition was not appreciated
until events overtook them.
When the general insurrection
occurred in 1857, the company
was therefore taken completely
by surprise. The sudden
collapse of British power
merely provided the
opportunity for many of these
dissenting groups to rise up at
the same time. This was what
was unique about 1857.

Rethinking Tribals

Ever since the Portuguese
travel writers and missionaries
decided to describe the vast
variety of ethnic and
occupational groups and sects
of the Indian subcontinent in
terms of “caste” and “tribe”, the
terms have stuck to society as
long-worn masks that start
becoming one’s real
personality. The result is that
today no Indian describes
society without taking recourse
to the categories “caste” and
“tribe”. In the initial period of
India’s contact with western
nations the two terms were
used as synonyms, the
difference lay only in the social
status of the groups they
described. The synonymy was
finally shattered through a legal
intervention by the colonial
rulers when an official list of
communities was prepared by
them (in 1872) as the list of
tribes. A similar list was
prepared in the previous year
for communities that were
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mistakenly thought of as
‘criminal” and were covered by
the provisions of an inhuman
“Criminal Tribes Act of India,
1871.” Since then the “tribes”
are perceived as a distinct
segment of Society.

In fact, it is necessary to
recognise that every community
has certain “caste” characteristics
and certain other “tribal”
characteristics, the degree of
which may differ from
community to community.

History has indeed been
extremely unkind to the tribal
characteristics of the people.
The entire burden of the logic
and the rhetoric of modernisation
has sought to “detribalise” the
vast range of communities.
Besides, those communities that
are now marked as “tribal”
have not been viewed with any
degree of respect by the
alienated middle classes and
intellectuals. None of the brave
fights of the tribals against the
British has ever been treated as
part of the “national” struggle
for freedom. From the Bihar
uprising of 1778 to Lakshman
Naik’s revolt in Orissa in 1942,
the tribals of India repeatedly
rebelled against the British in
the North-East, Bengal, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh. In
many of the rebellions, the
tribals could not be subdued by
the colonial might, but
terminated the struggle only
because the British acceded to
their immediate demands, as in
the case of the Bhil revolt of

1809 and the Naik revolt of 1838
in Gujarat.

The fact, however, is that
there is so much in the tribal
way of life that the country
needs to emulate. Tribals are
not known for raping their
women, beating and abusing
their children, exploiting nature
beyond satisfying the minimum
human needs, lending money at
interest, burning widows, and
above all things segregating
and stratifying labour in terms
of caste.

A century and a half of
deeply flawed education which
has taught us to ape the West
in every respect, has also taught
us to leave the tribals out as the
apes of the great Indian society.
And, all that we have so far
doled out in the name of tribal
policy is but an attempt at
extermination of tribal identity
so that they remain without a
voice and make space for our
progress, become our low-
grade clones and provide us
with cheap labour. In the
process, we have forgotten that
much thatis valuable in society,
culture and heritage is of tribal
origin, that in fact the tribal still
has so much with him which we
stand to benefit by learning.

Rarely have we looked at
the tribal communities as
leaders, at least in certain areas
of life, who can reveal to us
what civilisation truly is all
about. Hence at the turn of the
century we must open this
question again and work
towards formulating a

comprehensive tribal policy
which will help both the nation
and the tribal people. The four
principles that we must follow
while conceiving such a policy
ought to be related to the
recognition of the diversity of
tribal communities, their special
educational needs, an utmost
concern for their genetic
mutations, and the recognition
of the peculiar character of tribal
polity.

It is necessary to recognise
that all tribal communities are
notalike, that they are products
of different historical and social
conditions and that they belong
to four different language
families and several different
racial stocks and animistic
moulds. Some of them belong
to the primitive stock with a
continuous cultural history,
others have been pushed out of
the mainstream and have been
“drop-outs” of our main
history, yet others are created
by various legal and economic
interventions in society.

Therefore, no uniform
policy is ever likely to benefit
all  tribal communities
throughout the country. Next,
if the huge work-force has to be
given special skills which will
improve their economic status,
the existing formalities for
educational advancement will
have to be suspended, and a
new kind of non-formal
educational structure will have
to be evolved. Thus special
tribal academies which
combine the merits of regular
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schools and the open
universities will have to be
instituted. A National Tribal
Academy, to regulate the
education network will have to
be created for this purpose.
Similarly, those  tribal
communities which have
become victims of the mutated
gene diseases, such as the
Korkus and the Bhils, will have
to be provided with a special
kind of health monitoring
system so that the country does
not quietly write off these as
communities with defective
genes. A close attention will
have to be paid by social

medicine research to the
incidence of sickle cell disease.
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Home Science

The Role of Good
Nutrition

in Maintaining
Good Health

Karuna Kanan

The visual system — the eyes, muscles, nerves
and vision centers of the brain — is one of the most
complex and highly demanding systems of the
body.

More than 25% of the nutrition your body
absorbs goes to feed the visual system. The visual
system consumes one third of all the oxygen that
you take in. Metabolism in the eyes is faster than
anywhere else in the body. The concentration of
vitamin C and other important nutrients is higher
in the healthy eye than almost anywhere else in
the body. It’s not surprising, then, that proper
nutrition plays an extremely important role in
preventing and treating all of the common eye
problems — myopia, presbyopia, cataract,
macular degeneration and glaucoma. Nutrition’s
exactrole is becoming more and more clear. Some
facts are already well documented and pioneering
doctors are uncovering other directions that are
very promising.

Before we can discuss each eye problem in
greater detail, it's important to keep in mind some
general nutritional information:

Proper Balance is Important

The body does not use each vitamin and
mineral in isolation. The absence of one may affect
the body’s ability to use another. For example,
proper amounts of magnesium and vitamin D are
needed in order to absorb calcium efficiently and

M.A. (Home Science) Dakbangala Road, Hajipur

completely. And, withoutadequate levels of zinc,
the body cannot utilize all the vitamin A it
receives.

The Recommended Daily Allowances (RDA)
suggested for most vitamins and minerals are
most often only the minimum levels needed to
prevent deficiencies. However, visual health -
and total body health - most probably requires
supplement levels that are significantly higher
than the RDA. Cataract prevention, for example,
may require the intake of vitamin C at a level 15
times greater than the RDA. In today’s society, it
is probably not realistic to expect to get all of our
nutrients from food alone. No matter how
wholesome and pure our diet might be, there are
other factors that affect the nutrient content of the
food we eat. How food is grown, how it is stored
and how it is cooked all affect its nutrient value.

Besides, the amount of nutrients a particular
food is supposed to contain is measured under
ideal laboratory conditions, which probably don’t
reflect the food you are actually eating. Most of
us have long known that carrots and vitamin A
are supposed to be good for the eyes. Even so,
68% of the population is deficient in vitamin A.
Over the last 50 years, the carrot has lost 75% of
its magnesium content, 48% of its calcium, 46%
of its iron and 75% of its copper. Modern farming
methods have depleted the soil of trace minerals
vital to our health, such as selenium, manganese
and vanadium. Even calcium and vitamin C are
found in lower levels in fruits and vegetables now
than they were 50 years ago.

On the other hand, “popping” vitamin pills
is no substitute for a wholesome diet. The body
loses a significant amount of nutrients depending
on the kind of food we consume. For example,
we lose the trace mineral chromium as our body
tries to absorb white sugar. And caffeine, refined
flour, medication and preservatives also leach
trace minerals and vitamins from our system.
Also, there may be as yet undiscovered vitamins
and minerals in food that someday will prove to
be very important to our health. Age, activity level
and stress affect what your body needs and how
well your body can absorb and use what nutrients
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it does get. Keeping these
general ideas in mind, let’s look
at the role that nutrition may
play in myopia. In the next issue
we'lllook at other eye conditions.

Myopia

Myopia (nearsightedness)
isa condition that affects nearly
1 out of every 3 people in the
United States. Yet, only 3 out of
every 100 myopic people are
born that way; for everyone
else, myopia is acquired at some
point during their life span.

Myopia is the result of a
degeneration of some part of
the visual system. It's so
common to see someone
wearing glasses that we forget
that it is not natural. Myopic
people are also more prone to
develop more serious eye
conditions, such as retinal
detachment, glaucoma and
cataracts. The search for
nutritional answers to myopia
has focused on two different
parts of the visual system: the
shape of the eye and the
functioning of the lens.

Let’s Look at Each of these
Separately: One possible
explanation for myopia is that
it occurs when the eye
elongates, stretching from front
to back. Distortions as small as
4/100 of an inch are enough to
produce extreme degrees of
myopia. Exactly what causes
this stretching is not clear,
though it seems to be due to
either increased intraocular
pressure or excessive tension in
the extra-ocular muscles.

Dr. Gary Price Todd, a North
Carolina ophthalmologist, has
been using nutritional and
metabolic healing for different

eye problems for more than 20
years. He is trained to do all the
standard surgeries for the eyes,
but he prefers to promote the
natural healing of the eyes
whenever possible. Dr. Todd
believes that most myopia
develops in children during
growth spurts. If the child is not
receiving proper nutrition, the
body literally takes minerals
from the eye to use in the
growth of the body. The
resulting mineral depletion in
the eye weakens its structure,
making it susceptible to the
forces and stresses involved in
prolonged near work, including
reading, studying, watching TV
or using a computer — all of
which are common activities for
most of today’s children. Dr.
Todd has success in arresting
the progression of myopia in
children that he treats; in some
cases, the degree of myopia has
decreased. Dr. Todd achieves
theseresultsjust by recommending
that children under his care
supplement their diet with a
total vitamin and mineral
formula which is particularly
rich in the minerals selenium,
chromium and zinc. The formula
that Dr. Todd originally
developed for eye and body
health is EYEMAX-plus.

Dr. Ben Lane, New Jersey
optometrist and another
pioneer in the role of nutrition
in myopia and other eye
diseases, concurs in the
importance of these trace
minerals in maintaining the
strength of the eye. Dr. Lane has
found that chromium levels in
myopic children are 1/3 that of
children with normal vision. (It
is interesting to note that
chromium is depleted in the

body by white sugar, eaten all
too frequently by many
children today.) Calcium levels
are also lower in nearsighted
children. Dr. Lane found that
children increasing in the
degree of myopia have diets
extremely deficient in calcium.
Dr. Lane thinks that in the face
of this dietary deficiency, the
body takes calcium from the eye
to help support bone growth.
This calcium lack then makes
the eye susceptible to the forces
playing on it during prolonged
periods of near work and visual
stress. Dr. Lane has also found
that these children also eat too
much meat protein (a poor
source of calcium) and too little
calcium-rich milk products and
stalky vegetables. Caffeine
(found in soda as well as in
coffee) is known to leach
calcium from the body.

Dr. Lane has also found that
Vitamin C is important. He has
noted that low levels of dietary
intake of Vitamin C are
associated with increases in
pressure in the eye. This
increasing pressure also is
associated with the visual
fatigue that can result from
extended periods of near work.
The focusing mechanism needs
adequate levels of vitamin C
and chromium for efficient
functioning. Adequate levels of
Vitamin C are also needed to
ensure the strength and
structural integrity of the eyes.

Vitamin C is leached from
the body by artificial flavours
and ingredients and aspirin. It
is generally recommended that
an adult take between 500 and
1000 mg. a day, increasing the
quantity during periods of high
stress (including visual stress
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and extended periods of near
range work).

Another vitamin that Dr.
Lane thinks is of critical
importance is folic acid, which
helps the eyes to maintain near
focus for longer periods of time
as well as increase the eyes’
ability to absorb nutrition from
the body. He thinks that folic
acid should come from food
sources rather than from
vitamins.

Drs. Todd and Lane have
focused their studies on the
nutritional factors involved in
maintaining the structural
integrity of the eye. Another
explanation for myopia, also
incorporated in Dr. Lane’s
theory, is that the lens has lost
some of its ability to change
focus, due to the constant
pressure placed on it to
maintain near point focus (e.g.,
when reading, writing, using a
computer).

According to this theory,
myopia occurs when the lens
becomes “stuck” for near point
vision and is unable to shift its
focus to distant objects.
Normally, the lens has the
power to change its focus more
than enough to compensate for
individual differences in the

length of the eye.
Dr. David A. Kubicek, a
California doctor of

chiropractic, explored the role
of the lens in a research paper
he wrote in 1988. This is a
synopsis of his theory and his
recommendations:

The ciliary muscle (which
controls the focusing of the lens)
is itself stimulated by both the
sympathetic and the
parasympathetic nerve systems
of the body. Parasympathetic
stimulation increases
accommodation — the lens’
ability to focus on near objects.
Sympathetic  stimulation
decreases this ability, allowing
the lens to focus on distant
objects. Clear vision at all
distances requires the nervous
system of the body to constantly
balance and re-balance these
two types of stimulation.
Nearsighted people, Dr.
Kubicek reasoned, would lack
sufficient sympathetic
stimulation to bring distant
objects into focus. Farsighted
people, on the other hand,
would show a weakness in
parasympathetic stimulation.

To test his theory, Dr.
Kubicek devised a simple
muscular test that would tell
him which system was weak for
an individual. By performing
only this simple test, he was
able to predict — with 100%
accuracy — which subjects
were nearsighted and which
were farsighted. Dr. Kubicek
was then able to use this
procedure and his knowledge
of biochemistry to devise the
right combination of nutrients
that could promote proper
functioning of the lens and thus
help to improve vision at all
distances. Certain nutrients are
known to increase sympathetic
activity and others are known

*
*
*
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to increase parasympathetic
activity. Nutrients that might be
beneficial to nearsighted people
would be vitamins B-2 and B-6,
folic acid, niacinamide, zinc,
magnesium and phosphorus,
among others. (On the other
hand, Dr. Lane cautions against
phosphorus intake. His
research indicates that what is
most important is maintaining
the balance in the body between
calcium and phosphorus, a
balance which is upset by the
intake of too much animal-
derived protein.) The answers
aren’t all in yet as to the exact
role that various nutrients play,
but it is clear that the onset of
myopia can be an early
indicator of nutritional
deficiencies and imbalances in
the visual system - and in the
entire body.
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Social Security
Measures in India

Dr. Vidyapati Gautam

The productivity of labour is an essential
condition for the prosperity of enterprises and the
well being of the workers and their families. While
the production facilities at workplace and the
remuneration are important, attitudes towards
work, and the value placed by the society on
dignity of labour are equally important in
influencing the productivity of labour.

The planning process supports the attainment
of economic and social objectives in the labour
sector through a set of strategies. The supply of
labour is kept in tune with demand through skill
development and vocational training.
Appropriate conditions at work are ensured by
measures taken to promote safety at the
workplace and minimising occupational hazards.
A reasonable return on labour is facilitated by
labour laws that regulate payment of wages and
provision of social security to workers.

Situations where the supply of labour exceeds
demand by a huge margin can lead to highly
exploitative forms of work. Therefore, an effective
implementation of the existing regulations
relating to prohibition of bonded (forced) labour
and child labour and monitoring the conditions
of migrant workers is required.

Tenth Plan Objectives

The present infrastructure for improving
labour productivity and for ensuring the welfare
of workers covers only a very small segment of
the labour force. The objective of Tenth Plan will
be to increase the coverage of the labour market
institutions. The essential condition for this is the
provision of gainful employment to the entire
labour force. However, certain recent trends make
the attainment of these objectives a more
challenging task. The growth of population in the

working age group is at a substantially higher
pace than that of the average population.
Agriculture used to provide employment to a
major part of the workforce.

However, the number of workers deployed
in agriculture cropping activities has not
increased in recent years and it has even declined
in certain parts of the country. The pace of growth
of jobs in the organised sector has slowed down
primarily because number of jobs in the public
sector (which has a three-fourth share in
organised sector jobs) has reduced and
employment elasticity in the private sector has
decreased significantly. The economic policy in
general, and labour policy in particular, must
facilitate the opening up of new employment
avenues. In agriculture and related sectors, there
is need to create more employment opportunities
in horticulture, animal husbandry, poultry, and
development of watersheds. However, the
nonagricultural sectors of the economy will have
to absorb the bulk of the increase in labour force.
The labour sector has to focus at those kinds of
establishments where much of the labour finds
work.

Labour Policy and The Smaller
Establishments

The Economic Census enumerates economic
activities other than those which are purely for
self-consumption and agricultural crop
production. It identifies two types of enterprises
that operate in such economic activities - the own
account enterprises (OAE), which operate
without any hired workers and establishments
which hire workers. Labour regulations apply to
the second category. Ninety-five per cent of
establishments employ less than 20 workers, and
60 per cent of the workers serve in such
establishments. In order to reach the bulk of the
workers, labour policies and programmes have
focus on the requirements of the small
establishments. This is in contrast to the situation
in recent years, where the large enterprises and
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their workers have been the
focus of labour policy.

Development of
Vocational Skills

One of the important
determinants of labour
productivity is the working
skills of the worker. Enterprises
will be able to absorb the new
entrants to labour market only
if they have the requisite
training. Surveys have revealed
that only about 5 per cent of
those in 20 to 24 year age group
had any kind of technical
education, in contrast to the
situation in several developing
countries. On the other hand,
education levels  have
improved. Fifty-one per cent of
those in 20 to 24 age group now
have middle school level or
higher education. With
education becoming compulsory
for those in the 6-14 age group,
this number is set to increase in
the future. If the youth do not
have the working skills
required by the employers, the
incidence of unemployment
among the educated youth will
increase 3.5.8 The projections of
increase in labour force indicate
that 8-10 million new entrants
are required to be trained each
year during the Tenth Plan
period. Against this, the
vocational training/ technical /
professional education sector
has a capacity of only 2-2.3
million. The resultant large gap
is not entirely due to a shortage
in the availability of training
infrastructure. In some training
establishments, the enrolment
is much below the capacity and
dropout rate in training
institutes is significant in certain
instances. So a part of the gap

can be attributed to a lack of
demand for vocational training,
since the youth may not find the
training at the vocational
training institute enhances their
chances of finding jobs.

There is a mismatch between
the training facilities available
and the skills that employers
require. The factors which
suppress the demand for
vocational training have to be
addressed. In addition, new
ways of generating resources to
expand the capacity for training
have to be found so that the
training system can absorb the
large number of new entrants to
the labour force. A reform of the
vocational training system is,
therefore, required.

Reform of the Vocational
Training System

The objective of providing
skills to all entrants to the
labour force will have to be
fulfilled by initiatives that (i)
increase the demand for
training; and (ii) increase the
capacity for training. Thus, the
process of reform will address
both the factors that influence
demand for vocational training
and the factors that influence
supply. So far, the main thrust
of Government policies has
been on augmenting the supply
capacity. Since the factors that
restrain the demand did not
receive adequate attention,
greater returns are expected, in
the near future, from the
initiatives that increase the
demand for vocational training.

Demand For
Vocational Training

The demand for vocational
training comes from the returns

to the trainee in the form of a
job and better income and
returns to the employer by way
of a higher output from a
trained worker. If the income
expectations of workers exceed
the output realised by the
employer, the demand for
training cannot be sustained, let
alone be increased. Hence, the
quality of training should be of
a standard that the employer
expects.

On the other hand, if the
expectation from training is to
get a job in the Government or
public sector, which are not
expanding much, no useful
purpose will be served by
acquiring such training.
Improving Linkage Of Training
With Prospective Employment
3.5.11 Employment prospects of
trained manpower can increase
if the employer has a say in
imparting training.

In the Ninth Plan, industry-
institute interaction was
initiated in Industrial Training
Institutes (ITls), whereby Institute
Management Committees (IMC)
were set up under the
leadership of alocal employer/
industrialist. However, the IMC
has been set up only at 33 ITIs.
There has been no such effort
outside the labour sector. In the
Tenth Plan, State Governments
will be encouraged to cover
practically all the training
institutes by the IMC mode of
management.

Industries/employers
which require training for new
recruits will get priority in
allotment of seats in training
institutes.

Though the bulk of the
employment opportunities
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arise in the small establishments,
these enterprises do not have an
adequate role in the formulation
of a policy for training and its
implementation. Suchinvolvement
can be meaningful only at the
local level rather than at the
state or national level. The
formulation of a training policy
in Tenth Plan will give priority
to the needs of local small
employers.

Apprenticeships in
establishments lead to better job
prospects than the training
based in the institute classroom.
The Apprenticeship Training
Scheme under the Apprentices
Act, 1961 has remained confined
to large establishments,
especially those in the public
sector. Small employers have
not been a significant part of the
scheme. In the Tenth Plan, the
Apprenticeship Training Scheme
will be modified keeping the
small employers in mind.
Payment of stipend should not
be made mandatory for small
employers. Absorption of
apprentice trainees by the
establishment to which they are
attached should be voluntary.

There is a social divide
between those who opt for
vocational training after
completing school and those
who enter the higher technical /
professional/medical
education stream. In the entry
requirements for higher applied
education, vocational training

and even vocational experience
should be considered as
fulfilment of some part of the
requirement of basic education.
Entry criteria to higher-level
institutions should give higher
priority to those coming out of
vocational training establishments
over those who join after basic
and general education in
schools. Thus, the higher
applied education streams
should be vertically integrated
with the training institutes that
provide training in industrial
trades, medical diagnostics,
commercial practice, tailoring,
cooking, travel services,
accounting, financial services,
insurance services etc. This
requires closer interaction
between the authorities that
regulate higher applied
education and those regulating
vocational training and related
applied courses.
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Management

Credit Risk:
Concepts and
Process of Risk
Management

Chakresh Kuntal

Credit risk is an investor’s risk of loss arising
from a borrower who does not make payments
as promised. Such an event is called a default.
Another term for credit risk is default risk.

Assessing Credit Risk

Significant resources and sophisticated
programs are used to analyse and manage risk.
Some companies run a credit risk department
whose job is to assess the financial health of their
customers, and extend credit (or not) accordingly.
They may use in house programs to advise on
avoiding, reducing and transferring risk. They
also use third party provided intelligence.
Companies like Standard & Poor’s, Moody’s
Analytics, Fitch Ratings, and Dun and Bradstreet
provide such information for a fee.

Most lenders employ their own models
(credit scorecards) to rank potential and existing
customers according to risk, and then apply
appropriate strategies. With products such as
unsecured personal loans or mortgages, lenders
charge a higher price for higher risk customers
and vice versa. With revolving products such as
credit cards and overdrafts, risk is controlled
through the setting of credit limits. Some products
alsorequire security, most commonly in the form
of property.

Credit scoring models also form part of the
framework used by banks or lending institutions

grant credit to clients. For corporate and
commercial borrowers, these models generally
have qualitative and quantitative sections
outlining various aspects of the risk including,
but not limited to, operating experience,
management expertise, asset quality, and
leverage and liquidity ratios, respectively. Once
this information has been fully reviewed by credit
officers and credit committees, the lender
provides the funds subject to the terms and
conditions presented within the contract (as
outlined above).

Credit risk has been shown to be particularly
large and particularly damaging for very large
investment projects, so-called megaprojects. This
is because such projects are especially prone to
end up in what has been called the “debt trap,”
i.e., a situation where - due to cost overruns,
schedule delays, etc. - the costs of servicing debt
becomes larger than the revenues available to pay
interest on and bring down the debt.

Sovereign Risk

Sovereign risk is the risk of a government
becoming unwilling or unable to meet its loan
obligations, or reneging on loans it guarantees.
The existence of sovereign risk means that
creditors should take a two-stage decision process
when deciding to lend to a firm based in a foreign
country. Firstly one should consider the sovereign
risk quality of the country and then consider the
firm’s credit quality.

Five macroeconomic variables that affect the
probability of sovereign debt rescheduling are:

* Debt service ratio

* Import ratio

* Investment ratio

* Variance of export revenue

* Domestic money supply growth.

The probability of rescheduling is an
increasing function of debt service ratio, import
ratio, variance of export revenue and domestic
money supply growth. Frenkel, Karmann and
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Scholtens also argue that the
likelihood of rescheduling is a
decreasing function of
investment ratio due to future
economic productivity gains.
Saunders argues thatrescheduling
can become more likely if the
investment ratio rises as the
foreign country could become
less dependent on its external
creditors and so be less
concerned about receiving
credit from these countries/
investors.

Counterparty Risk

Counterparty risk, otherwise
known as defaultrisk, is the risk
that an organization does not
pay out on a bond, credit
derivative, credit insurance
contract, or other trade or
transaction when it is supposed
to. Even organizations who
think that they have hedged
their bets by buying credit
insurance of some sort still face
the risk that the insurer will be
unable to pay, either due to
temporary liquidity issues or
longer term systemic issues.
Large insurers are counterparties
to many transactions, and thus
this is the kind of risk that prompts
financial regulators to act, e.g.,
the bailout of insurer AIG.

On the methodological
side, counterparty risk can be
affected by wrong way risk,
namely the risk that different
risk factors be correlated in the
most harmful direction.
Including correlation between
the portfolio risk factors and the
counterparty default into the
methodology is not trivial.

A good introduction can be
found in a paper by Michael
Pykhtin and Steven Zhu.

Short-term Loans to
Good Government
Bodies

Alowest end is short-dated
loans to government and
government-guaranteed entities
(usually semi-independent
government departments). The
lowest of all is the risk-free rate
of return. The risk-free rate has
zero risk (most modern major
governments will inflate and
monetise their debts rather than
default upon them), but the
return is positive because there
is still both the time-preference
and inflation premium
components of minimum
expected rates of return that
must be met or exceeded if the
funding is to be forthcoming
from providers. The risk-free
rate is commonly approximated
by the return paid upon 30-day
or their equivalent, but in
reality that rate has more to do
with the monetary policy of that
country’s central bank than the
market supply conditions for
credit.

Mid- and Long-term Loans
to Good Government
Bodies

The next types of investment
islonger-termloans to government,
such as 3-year bonds. The range
width is larger, and follows the
influence of increasing risk
premium required as the
maturity of that debt grows
longer. Nevertheless, because it
is debt of good government the

highest end of the range is still
comparatively low compared to
the ranges of other investment
types discussed below. Also, if
the government in question is
not at the highest jurisdiction
(i.e., is a state or municipal
government), or the smaller
that government is, the more
along the risk-return spectrum
that government’s securities
will be.

Short Term Loans to Blue-
chip Corporations

Following the lowest risk
investments are short-dated
bills of exchange from major
blue-chip corporations with the
highest credit ratings. The
further away from perfect is the
creditrating, the more along the
risk-return spectrum is that
particular return.

Mid- and Long-term Loans
to Blue-chip Corporations

Overlapping the range for
short-term debt is the longer
term debt from those same
well-rated corporations. These
are higher up the range because
the maturity has increased. The
overlap occurs of the mid-term
debt of the best rated
corporations with the short-
term debt of the nearly-but-not
perfectly-rated corporations.

In this arena, the debts are
called investment grade by the
rating agencies. The lower the
creditrating, the higher the yield
and thus the expected return.

Rental Property

A commercial property that
theinvestor rents outis comparable
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in risk or return to a low-
investment-grade. Industrial
property has higher risk and
returns, followed by residential
(with the possible exception of
the investor’s own home).

High-yield Debt

After the returns upon all
classes of investment-grade
debt come the returns on
speculative grade high-yield
debt (also known derisively as
junk bonds). These may come
from mid and low rated
corporations, and less politically
stable governments.

Equity

Equity returns are the
profits earned by businesses
after interest and tax. Even the
equity returns on the highest
rated corporations are notably
risky. Small-cap stocks are
generally riskier than large-cap;
companies that primarily
service governments, or
provide basic consumer goods
such as food or utilities, tend to
be less volatile than those in
other industries. Note that since

stocks tend to rise when
corporate bonds fall and vice-
versa, a portfolio containing a
small percentage of stocks can
be less risky than one containing
only debts.
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Educational
Philosophy of
Tilak

Dr. Vishwamitra Pandey

Lokmanya B.G. Tilak realised that the loss of
freedom was not merely a loss of political power
buta total destruction of the indigeneous culture,
religion and language. Therefore, to awaken the
people towards the goal of freedom became his
lifetime pursuit. He was associated with
Vishnushastri Chiplunkar in establishing the New
English School (1880) to impart National
Education in place of British imperialist education
to students. According to him the content of
education was an urge for freedom and to prepare
the people to fight for the same.

With the help of educational institutions,
religious platforms (e.g. Ganeshotsav) and
newspapers (Kesari and Maratha) which is quite
significant he put an end to mere propagation of
knowledge and started an era of actual activities.
His mission of national education and social
organisation which he carried with unflinching
faith and spiritual strength was the outcome of
the life-foundations he secured from the
‘Bhagvadgita’. One can know his personality and
life philosophy best through his classical book
‘Gita-Rahasya’. His views on life and duty rested
on the Eternal Law and theistic faith. While
propagating, in practical life, the “Desireless Life
of Action” he believed in final emancipationas the
ultimate aim of man’s action. As his was an
integrated personality, this philosophy of life was
reflected in his social life which became the
philosophy of nationalism which Mahatma
Gandhi further strengthened.

Education in India During the
Period 1800 AD to 1880 AD

To understand Lokmanya Tilak’s contribution
to philosophy and practice of Education in India,

Philosophy

it is necessary to acquaint ourselves with the
situation that existed in India during the 19th
century. In the early years of 19 century Tatya
Pantoji (one teacher) schools existed in most
villages. Reading, writing, arithmetic were the
subjects taught. This education was enough to
meet everyday needs. Fees were also meagre.
However, this education was not open to women
and to the scheduled castes. ‘Modi’ a script similar
to Devnagari was also taught. In 1793 while
granting license to the East India Company, the
Board of Directors told the company that they
would send skilled and suitable persons to India
to serve as school masters. Missionaries would
also be encouraged. The Board of Directors
wanted to educate the natives of India. In 1813
the British Government asked the Governor
General to reserve one lakh rupees every year for
the revival and improvement of literature in India
and for the introduction and promotion of
knowledge of science among the people of India.
Missionaries came to India in the 18 century
following the foot-steps of the traders and
undertook the responsibility of educating Indians.
However, their main aim was to convert the poor
and the needy to Christianity. As this was quite
clear to upper class Hindus they did not send their
children to missionary schools.

In the then Bombay Province, Mount Stuart
Elphinstone was appointed as Governor from
1819 to 1827. He had deep interest in the
education of Indians. He was in favour of the
mother tongue as the medium of instruction. He
was of the view that it was the Government’s
responsibility to educate the people. Due to his
encouragement many books were translated into
Marathi. English-Marathi Dictionaries were also
published. Educational activity was quite
prominent in Mumbai. In 1827 the Bombay
Native Education Society was formed. In 1854 a
Board of Education was constituted. In 1855, a
separate department of Education was also
established. During this time there was
awakening among the Indians also. Mahatma
Phule established his school in 1851-52. With
Wood’s Despatch and Macaulay’s minutes the
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upper strata of the society
accepted the importance of
Western Education with English
as the medium. The conflict,
Eastern (or Oriental) versus
Western was buried and a New
Era of Western Education was
started by Govt. schools and
colleges as also by missionary
schools and colleges. Payments
to teachers were low and the
percentage of girls and women
in schools and colleges was also
low. Tilak, Agarkar and their
colleagues started their work
against this background.

Lokmanya Tilak on Nature
and Management of
Educational Institutions

Though education occupied
only a few years of his public
and social life, his contribution
in this field is unique in the
sense that the pattern of
education he selected and the
management style he professed
was emulated in the 20 century.

Lokmanya Tilak’s contribution
to Education is reflected
through four important events.
They are (i) The establishment
of the New English School,
Pune, (ii) The formation of the
Deccan Education Society,
Pune, (iii) The establishment of
the Fergusson College, Pune
and (iv) Tilak’s resignation of
life-membership of the Deccan
Education society.

The University of Bombay
(Mumbai) was established in
1857. The middle class persons
and those who had some
influence in the Society had
accepted Western Education
with English as the medium.
Tilak, Agarkar and their
colleagues had no alternative
but to start a school imparting
that education. However, there

was a vast difference between
leaders like Tilak conducting
schools and missionaries doing
it. Opening of the school proved
a new era in the educational
and public life of Maharashtra.
Following this example many
people opened schools in their
own towns. People were
convinced that Education was
a tool towards achieving
freedom of the country.

The management style that
Tilakand his colleagues formulated
while writing the constitution
of the Deccan Education Society
must be considered unique.
They introduced the concept of
institutions managed by
teachers themselves —a new
concept of Life-Members. This
style spread all over western
Maharashtra and inspite of all
its weaknesses noticed while
practicing, it stood the test of
time. Life-Membership stood
for Service, Sacrifice and
Integrity. When there arose
differences between Life-
Members and particularly
between Tilak and Agarkar on
how to define sacrifice, Tilak
resigned his Life-Membership
of the Deccan Education
Society.

Fergusson College, Pune,
was started on 2 January 1885.
This college was granted
affiliation by the University of
Bombay. Reputation of this
college spread all over the
country in later years. Lala
Lajpat Rai, Shrinivas Shastri,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya
and many others have recorded
their appreciation of the work
done by Tilak and his colleagues.

Educational Thoughts
of Tilak’s

Tilaks” contemporary,
Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, was a

great reformer of the 19 century.
He was also the dearest friend
of Tilak. He was one of those
great personalities of the time
who dedicated themselves to
the field of education. These
people were influenced by the
new rationality of western
thought. They believed in the
social reforms and boldly
advocated the same. Agarkar
started his newspaper ‘Sudharak’
to propagate his new social
reforms. His task was very
difficult.

Taking into account the
conditions then existing, which
were mostly dominated by
religious sanctions, one can
imagine how difficult was the
challenge before Agarkar to
stand against the existing social
order. He had to face
humiliation, anger and short-
sightedness of people. Many
people threatened him with
dire consequences but he
withstood all such pressures.
As a contemporary social
reformer of Tilak, Agarkar
repeatedly stressed on people’s
education through ‘Sudharak’.
His educational outlook was
different from others and was
based on a strong belief on
rational thinking, scientific
approach, individual freedom
and moral values. His main
priority was education for all
without discrimination of caste,
sex, economic strata, etc. He was
a true visionary to envisage
hundred years ago the difficulties
of women’s education.

We can summarise his
views on education as follows:

1. All kinds of reforms
though classified as social,
political, behavioural and
ranked as first, second,
etc. for the sake of
thinking, are all of equal
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importance and are
interdependent.

2. Necessity of education for
all the people in the society
to eradicate ignorance and
untouchability.

3. Compulsory and primary
education should be the
responsibility of the
Government.

4. Girls’ education should be
given more importance
and equal opportunities
must be given to them to
learn the same subjects
with  boys in co-
educational system.

Lokmanya Tilak and
Maratha History

Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tialk, the father of Indian
unrest, belonged to the
generation of the 19 century
Maharashtra. The state had not
yet forgotten that they were the
rulers of this country in the
immediate past. He must have
thought of History as the most
suitable and effective method to
mobilize public opinion against
the tyrannical rule of the British.
He thought that the adventurous
and brave career of Shivaji, was
not yet forgotten by the people
and would be the best tool
which could be used to attract
the masses towards the
freedom struggle. This led him
to indulge in deep research
about the Marathas, particularly
Shivaji. Tilak was not a
professional historian. He
entered into the field of research

by sheer accident. As a
researcher he wrote ‘Orion” and
‘Arctic Home In The Vedas'.
However the peculiar circumstances
that were prevailing in the last
decade of the 19 century made
him plunge into the history of the
immediate past of Maharashtra
i.e. the ‘Maratha History’.

A British visitor who visited
Shivaji’s tomb at Raigad
published a book reporting
about the dilapidated condition
of Shivaji’s tomb which resulted
in immediate research on
Shivaji. Native opinion of V.N.
Mandlik (1895) kindled the
imagination of Tilak and he
wrote an article in Kesari (23
April 1895). This article had a
proper effect of the minds of the
common people, and he could
raise funds to maintain Shivaji's
Samadhi at Raigad. This gave
rise to a national movement
known as ‘Shivaji movement’.

He appealed to national
leaders to celebrate Shivaji’s
birthday as a national festival.
During the birthday celebrations
of Shivaji, Tilak came to know
about the controversy over the
birth date of Shivaji and he
made a deep research on the
birth date of Shivaji. He finally
accepted the date which was
nearer to ‘bakhas’.

It was Shaka—1549,
Pravhav Samvatsar, Vaishakh
Shudha Pratipada Ashiwini
Nakshatra equivalent to 6 April
1627. He confessed that there

*
*
*
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was a great deal of confusion
regarding the birth date of
Shivaji and he appealed for
more research in this area. The
Maharashtra Govt. appointed a
committee to give a final
decision over the long pending
controversy of the birth date of
Shivaji Maharaj. The Govt.
declared officially Falgun
Vadya Tritiya of Shaka 1551
(1630 AD) as an authentic date
for celebration of Shiv Jayanti.
Tilak must be given credit for
this research.
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Political Science

Concept of the
Nation

Anil Sharan

A nation is a group of people who share
common history, culture, ethnic origin, and
perhaps most importantly language, often
possessing or seeking its own government. The
development and conceptualization of a nation
is closely related to the development of modern
industrial states and nationalist movements in
Europe in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, although nationalists would trace
nations into the past along uninterrupted lines of
historical narrative. Though the idea of nationality
and race are often connected, the two are separate
concepts, race dealing more with genotypic and
phenotypic similarity and clustering, and
nationality with the sense of belonging to a
culture.

A nation is different from a country in that a
country is the land that belongs to a nation, and
from a state in that a state is the government of
the nation and country.

Benedict Anderson argued that nations were
“imagined communities” because “the members
of even the smallest nation will never know most
of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear
of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image
of their communion”, and traced their origins
back to vernacular print journalism, which by its
very nature was limited with linguistic zones and
addressed a common audience. Although
“nation” is also commonly used in informal
discourse as a synonym for state or country, a
nation is not identical to a state. Countries where
the social concept of “nation” coincides with the
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political concept of “state” are called nation
states.

Ambiguity in Usage

In the strict sense, terms such as “nation,”
“ethnos,” and “people” (as in “the Danish people”)
denote a group of human beings. The concepts of
nation and nationality have much in common
with ethnic group and ethnicity, but have a more
political connotation, since they imply the
possibility of a nation-state. Country denominates
a geographical territory, whereas state expresses
alegitimized administrative and decision-making
institution. Confusingly, the terms national and
international are used as technical terms applying
to states. International law, for instance, applies
to relations between states, and occasionally
between states on the one side, and individuals
or legal persons on the other. Likewise, the United
Nations represent sovereign states, while nations
are free, per se, are not admitted.

History

Etymology and Early Use

The English word “nation” comes from the
French word “nation” (itself derived from the
Latin term natio) (natio, stem nation-), meaning;:

* The action of being born; birth; or and

* The goddess personifying birth; or

* A breed (like a dog), stock, kind, species,
race; or

* A tribe, or (rhetorically, any) set of people
(contemptuous); or

* A nation or people.

As an example of how the word natio was
employed in classical Latin, consider the
following quote from Cicero’s Philippics Against
Mark Antony in 44 BC. Cicero contrasts the
external, inferior nationes (“races of people”) with
the Roman civitas (“community”).:

“Ompnes nationes servitutem ferre possunt: nostra
civitas non potest.”
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(“All races are able to bear
enslavement, but  our
community cannot.”)

St. Jerome wused this
“genealogical-historical term...
in his Latin translation of New
Testament to denote non-
Christians — that is, ‘others.””
An early example of the use of
the word “nation” in
conjunction with language and
territory is provided in 968 by
Liutprand, bishop of Cremona,
who, while confronting
Nicephorus II, the Byzantine
emperor on behalf of his patron
Otto I, Holy Roman Emperor,
declared:

“The land...which you say
belongs to your empire belongs,
as the nationality and
language of the people
proves, fo the kingdom of
Italy.”” (Emphasis added.)

Although Liutprand was
writing in Latin, his native
tongue was Lombard, a
Germanic language.

A significant early use of
the term nation, as natio, was at
mediaeval universities), to
describe the colleagues in a
college or students, above all at
the University of Paris, who
were all born within a pays,
spoke the same language and
expected to be ruled by their
own familiar law. In 1383 and
1384, while studying theology
at Paris, Jean Gerson was twice
elected procurator for the
French natio (i.e. the French-
born Francophone students at
the University). The division of
students into a natio was also
adopted at the University of

Prague, where from its opening
in 1349 the studium generale
was divided among Bohemian,
Bavarian, Saxon and Polish
nations.

Political Nation and
the Constitution of the
State

In the domain of political
sciences, the political nation is
the holder of the sovereignty
which shapes the fundamental
norms governing the functioning
of the state.

From the French Revolution
up to today, the differences and
similarities between the
concepts of “political nation”
and “people” have been object
of heated debates. A related
debate concerns the concepts of
national sovereignty and
popular sovereignty.

A classical distinction
exemplifies “national sovereignty”
in the French Constitution of
1791. In this system, sovereignty
is held by a parliament elected
by census suffrage. This
contrasts with the Constitution
of 1793, in which the population
is understood as a conjunct of
individuals. This idea would
eventually lead to direct
democracy and universal
suffrage. Nevertheless, these
senses already started to get
blurred in the very same
revolutionary period. Many
authors employed the words
with divergent meanings.
Following Guillaume Bacot, the
differences started to become

merely a matter of terminology,
and between 1789 and 1794 the
unified revolutionary concept
of sovereignty was used.

“Nation” and “people”
were used In 1789 by the abbot
Sieyes as synonyms, with a
socio-economic meaning. But
only shortly thereafter,
he changed the meaning of
his words, establishing a
fundamental difference for his
ideas of sovereignty and the
constitutional state. He defined
the nation then as emanating
from natural law, prior to the
state. “People” was determined
as following from the concept
of nation after the creation of the
State. For Sieyes, the nation is
the holder of sovereignty,
which it exercise through the
pouvoir constituant. After the
establishment of a constitution,
“people” is defined as the
holder of the pouvoir constitute.
In short, the people is defined
by Seyes as a nation organized
by a constitution.

Nicolas de Condorcet only
uses the word “people”, but he
agrees with Seyes in
emphasizing the distinction
between pouvoir constituent and
pouvoir constitute as the basis for
the functioning of a liberal and
democratic state.

For those two authors, the
role of holder of sovereignty
(“nation” or “people”, as the
case may be) is exhausted after
the use of the pouvoir
constituent”. What remains is only
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a reminder of the foundation of the
State, which could only become
manifest in exceptional case, e.g.
rebellion against a tyrant.

The ideas of Sieyes and
Condorcet lay the foundation
for a basic idea of a
constitutional state, still
common today: this kind of
state has no sovereign (cf.
Martin Kriele, Ignacio de Otto).
In international relations, the
nation is not a subject in
international law, but the State
is.

Cultural Nation

The concept of cultural
nation poses one of the major
problems in the humanities
since there is no consensus how
to define it. A base line would
be to say that the members of a
cultural nation are aware of
constituting an ethical-political
body together,
differentiated from others by
the members sharing a number
of defining cultural features.

which is

Those features can include
language, religion, tradition, or
shared history. All this can be
taken as a sign of a historically
evolved distinct culture. The
question whether a nation
needs to have an associated
territory is subject of debate.

The concept of cultural
nation is normally coupled with
a historical doctrine taking as a
principle that all humans can be
divided into groups called
nations. In this sense, we are

dealing with an ethical and
philosophical doctrine which is
at the basis of the ideology of
nationalism. The members of a
nation are distinguished by a
common identity and generally
by a shared origin and the sense
of common ancestry.

National identity specially
refers to the distinction of
specific features of a group. A
vast array of different criteria
are used, with a range of
different applications. Like this,
small differences in
pronunciation or different
dialects can be sufficient to
categorize someone as a
member of a different nation.
On the other hand, some
persons can have diverging
personalities and beliefs, live in
different places and speak
differentlanguages and still see
each other as members of the
same nation.

Furthermore, there are
cases in which a group of
persons defines itself as a nation
not based on the features they
have, but for the features they
lack or dislike. The feeling of
belonging to a nation is then
used as a defence against other
groups, even if these other
groups would appear to be
closer in matters of ideology
cultural practices.

Finally, members of a
nation can emphasize their
common history despite ethnic
and linguistic differences, as is
the case of Switzerland, which

sees it self as a “Willensnation”
(nation by will). The United
States, Canada, New Zealand
and Australia all display
national pride based on their
common history rather than
on a common geographical
origin.

The Cultural Nation and the
State

A state which identifies
itself explicitly as the home of a
cultural nation is a nation-state.
Many of the modern states are
in this category or try to
legitimize their existence in this
way, although there might be
disputes and contradictions as
to the appropriateness of this.
Because so many of the states
are nation-states, the words
“nation”, “country”, and “state”
are often used synonymously.

If the cultural nation is
conceptualized as exclusively
ethnic, and not as requiring a
territory, a number of nations
without land can be found. A
prominent example would be
the “gypsy nation” — a cultural
nation can exist withouthaving
an independent state, and not
all independent states are
cultural nations. Many
independent states are simply
administrative unions of
different cultural nations or
peoples.

Other examples of cultural
nations without states are the
Jews before the creation of the
state of Israel. On the other
hand, states like Belgium
consist of several cultural
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nations, most prominently
Flemish and Walloons. The
question of whether the state of
Canada harbours one cultural
nation or two (British Canadian
and Quebecois) has been object
of political debate as well. It
could also be said that the
nations of the English, Scottish
and Welsh are also nations
without states as they exists as
a larger sovereign state known
as the United Kingdom.
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Psychology

Operant Learning
Behaviour

Rajeewa Kumar

Operant conditioning is the use of a
behaviour’s antecedent and/or its consequence
to influence the occurrence and form of
behaviour. Operant conditioning is distinguished
from classical conditioning (also called
respondent conditioning) in that operant
conditioning deals with the modification of
“voluntary behaviour” or operant behaviour.

Operant behaviour “operates” on the
environmentand is maintained by its consequences,
while classical conditioning deals with the
conditioning of reflexive (reflex) behaviours which
are elicited by antecedent conditions. Behaviours
conditioned via a classical conditioning
procedure are not maintained by consequences.

Reinforcement, Punishment, and
Extinction

Reinforcement and punishment, the core tools
of operant conditioning, are either positive
(delivered following a response), or negative
(withdrawn following a response). This creates a
total of four basic consequences, with the addition
of a fifth procedure known as extinction (i.e. no
change in consequences following a response).

It’s important to note that actors are not
spoken of as being reinforced, punished, or
extinguished; it is the actions that are reinforced,
punished, or extinguished.

Additionally, reinforcement, punishment,
and extinction are not terms whose use is
restricted to the laboratory. Naturally occurring
consequences can also be said to reinforce, punish,
or extinguish behaviour and are not always
delivered by people.

Research Scholar, J.P.U., Chapra

* Reinforcementis a consequence that causes
abehaviour to occur with greater frequency.

* Punishment is a consequence that causes a
behaviour to occur with less frequency.

* Extinction is the lack of any consequence
following a behaviour. When a behaviour
is inconsequential, producing neither
favorable nor unfavorable consequences, it
will occur with less frequency. When a
previously reinforced behaviour is no longer
reinforced with either positive or negative
reinforcement, it leads to a decline in the
response.

Four Contexts of Operant Conditioning

Here the terms positive and negative are not
used in their popular sense, but rather: positive
refers to addition, and negative refers to
subtraction. What is added or subtracted may be
either reinforcement or punishment. Hence
positive punishment is sometimes a confusing term,
as it denotes the “addition” of a stimulus or
increase in the intensity of a stimulus that is
aversive (such as spanking or an electric shock).
The four procedures are:

1. Positive reinforcement (Reinforcement):
occurs when a behaviour (response) is
followed by a stimulus that is appetitive or
rewarding, increasing the frequency of that
behaviour. In the Skinner box experiment,
a stimulus such as food or sugar solution
can be delivered when the rat engages in a
target behaviour, such as pressing a lever.

2. Negative reinforcement (Escape): occurs
when a behaviour (response) is followed by
the removal of an aversive stimulus, thereby
increasing that behaviour’s frequency. In the
Skinner box experiment, negative
reinforcement can be a loud noise
continuously soundinginside the rat’s cage
until it engages in the target behaviour, such
as pressing a lever, upon which the loud
noise is removed.

3. Positive punishment (Punishment) (also

called “Punishment by contingent
stimulation”): occurs when a behaviour
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(response) is followed by
a stimulus, such as
introducing a shock or
loud noise, resulting in a
decrease in that behaviour.

4. Negative punishment
(Penalty) (also called
“Punishment by contingent
withdrawal”): occurs when
a behaviour (response) is
followed by the removal
of a stimulus, such as
taking away a child’s toy
following an undesired
behaviour, resulting in a
decrease in that behaviour.

Also:

* Avoidance learning is a
type of learning in which
a certain behaviour results
in the cessation of an
aversive stimulus. For
example, performing the
behaviour of shielding
one’s eyes when in the
sunlight (or going
indoors) will help avoid
the aversive stimulation of
havinglight in one’s eyes.

* Extinction occurs when a
behaviour (response) that
had previously been
reinforced is no longer
effective. In the Skinner
box experiment, this is the
rat pushing the lever and
being rewarded with a
food pellet several times,
and then pushing the
lever again and never
receiving a food pellet
again. Eventually the rat
would cease pushing the
lever.

* Noncontingentreinforcement
refers todelivery of reinforcing
stimuli regardless of the

organism’s (aberrant)
behaviour. The idea is that
the target behaviour
decreases because it is no
longer necessary to
receive the reinforcement.
This typically entails time-
based delivery of stimuli
identified as maintaining
aberrant  behaviour,
which serves to decrease
the rate of the target
behaviour. As nomeasured
behaviour is identified as
being strengthened, there
is controversy surrounding
the use of the term
noncontingent “reinforcement”.

* Shaping is a form of
operant conditioning in
which the increasingly
accurate approximations
of a desired response are
reinforced.

¢ Chaining is aninstructional
procedure which involves
reinforcing individual
responses occurring in a
sequence to form a complex
behaviour.

Thorndike’s Law of
Effect

Operant conditioning,
sometimes called instrumental
conditioning or instrumental
learning, was first extensively
studied by Edward L.
Thorndike (1874-1949), who
observed the behaviour of cats
trying to escape from home-made
puzzle boxes. When first
constrained in the boxes, the cats
took a long time to escape. With
experience, ineffective responses
occurred less frequently and
successful responses occurred
more frequently, enabling the cats

toescapein lesstime oversuccessive
trials.

Inhislaw of effect, Thorndike
theorized that successful
responses, those producing
satisfying consequences, were
“stamped in” by the experience
and thus occurred more
frequently. Unsuccessful
responses, those producing
annoying consequences, were
stamped out and subsequently
occurred less frequently. In
short, some consequences
strengthened behaviour and
some consequences weakened
behaviour. Thorndike
produced the first known
learning curves through this
procedure. B.F. Skinner (1904~
1990) formulated a more
detailed analysis of operant
conditioningbased onreinforcement,
punishment, and extinction.
Following the ideas of Ernst
Mach, Skinner rejected
Thorndike’s mediating structures
required by “satisfaction” and
constructed anew conceptualization
of behaviour without any such
references. So, while
experimenting with some
homemade feeding mechanisms,
Skinner invented the operant
conditioning chamber which
allowed him to measure rate of
response as a key dependent
variable usinga cumulativerecord
of lever presses or key pecks.

Biological Correlates of
Operant Conditioning

The first scientific studies
identifying neurons that
responded in ways that suggested
they encode for conditioned
stimuli came from work by
Mahlon deLong and by R.T.
“Rusty” Richardson. They
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showed that nucleus basalis
neurons, whichreleaseacetylcholine
broadly throughout the
cerebral cortex, are activated
shortly after a conditioned
stimulus, or after a primary
reward if no conditioned
stimulus exists. These neurons
are equally active for positive
and negative reinforcers, and
have been demonstrated to cause
plasticity inmany cortical regions.
Evidence also exists that
dopamine is activated at similar
times.

Thereis considerable evidence
that dopamine participates in
both reinforcement and
aversive learning. Dopamine
pathways project much more
densely onto frontal cortex
regions. Cholinergic projections,
in contrast, are dense even in
the posterior cortical regions
like the primary visual cortex.
A study of patients with
Parkinson’s disease, a condition
attributed to the insufficient
action of dopamine, further
illustrates the role of dopamine
in positive reinforcement. It
showed that while off their
medication, patients learned
more readily with aversive
consequences than with
positive reinforcement. Patients
who were on their medication
showed the opposite to be the
case, positive reinforcement
proving to be the more effective
form of learning when the
action of dopamine is high.

Factors that Alter the
Effectiveness of
Consequences

When using consequences
to modify a response, the
effectiveness of a consequence
can be increased or decreased
by various factors. These factors

can apply to either reinforcing
or punishing consequences.

1. Satiation/Deprivation: The
effectiveness of a
consequence will be
reduced if the individual’s
“appetite” for that source
of stimulation has been
satisfied. Inversely, the
effectiveness of a
consequence will increase
as the individual becomes
deprived of that stimulus.
If someone is not hungry,
food will not be an
effective reinforcer for
behaviour. Satiation is
generally only a potential
problem with primary
reinforcers, those that do
not need to be learned
such as food and water.

2. Immediacy: After aresponse,
how immediately a
consequence is then felt
determines the effectiveness
of the consequence. More
immediate feedback will
be more effective than less
immediate feedback. If
someone’s license plate is
caught by a traffic camera
for speeding and they
receive a speeding ticket
in the mail a week later,
this consequence will not
be very effective against
speeding. But if someone
is speeding and is caught
in the act by an officer
who pulls them over, then
their speeding behaviour
is more likely to be
affected.

3. Contingency:If aconsequence
does not contingently
(reliably, or consistently)
follow the target response,

its effectiveness upon the
response is reduced. Butif
aconsequence follows the
response consistently after
successive instances, its
ability to modify the
response is increased. The
schedule of reinforcement,
when consistent, leads to
faster learning. When the
schedule is variable the
learning is slower.
Extinction is more difficult
when learning occurs
during  intermittent
reinforcement and more
easily extinguished when
learning occurs during a
highly consistent schedule.

4. Size: This is a “cost-benefit”
determinant of whether a
consequence will be
effective. If the size, or
amount, of the consequence
is large enough to be
worth the effort, the
consequence will be more
effective upon the
behaviour. An unusually
large lottery jackpot, for
example, might be enough
to get someone to buy a
one-dollar lottery ticket
(or even buying multiple
tickets). But if a lottery
jackpot is small, the same
person might not feel it to
be worth the effort of
driving out and finding a
place to buy a ticket. In
this example, it's also
useful to note that “effort”
is a punishing consequence.
How these opposing
expected consequences
(reinforcing and punishing)
balance out will determine
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whether the behaviour is
performed or not.

Most of these factors exist
for biological reasons. The
biological purpose of the
Principle of Satiation is to
maintain the organism’s
homeostasis. ~When an
organism has been deprived of
sugar, for example, the
effectiveness of the taste of
sugar as a reinforcer is high.
However, as the organism
reaches or exceeds their
optimum blood-sugar levels,
the taste of sugar becomes less
effective, perhaps even
aversive. The Principles of
Immediacy and Contingency
exist for neurochemical reasons.
When an organism experiences
a reinforcing stimulus,
dopamine pathways in the
brain are activated. This
network of pathways “releases
a short pulse of dopamine onto
many  dendrites,  thus
broadcasting a rather global
reinforcement signal to
postsynaptic neurons.” This
results in the plasticity of these
synapses allowing recently
activated synapses to increase
their sensitivity to efferent
signals, hence increasing the
probability of occurrence for the
recent responses preceding the
reinforcement. These responses
are, statistically, the most likely

to have been the behaviour
responsible for successfully
achieving reinforcement. But
when the application of
reinforcement is either less
immediate or less contingent
(less consistent), the ability of
dopamine to act upon the
appropriate synapses is
reduced.
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Psychology

Nature and
Principles of
Human Growth
and Development

Dr. Manoj Kumar Singh

Unlike others researchers in the earlier days
of psychology, Abraham Maslow’s based his
theory of human needs on creative people who
used all their talents, potential, and capabilities.
His methodology differed from most other
psychological researchers at the time in that these
researchers mainly observed mentally unhealthy
people.

Maslow (1970) felt that human needs were
arranged in a hierarchical order that could be
divided into two major groups: basic needs and
metaneeds (higher order needs):

* Basic Needs are physiological, such as food,
water, and sleep; and psychological, such
as affection, security, and self-esteem. These
basic needs are also called “deficiency
needs” because if they are not met by an
individual, then that person will strive to
make up the deficiency.

* Metaneeds or being needs (growth needs).
These include justice, goodness, beauty,
order, unity, etc. Basic needs normally take
priority over these meta needs. For example,
a person who lacks food or water will not
normally attend to justice or beauty needs.

These needs are normally listed in a
hierarchical order in the form of a pyramid to
show that the basic needs (bottom ones) must be
met before the higher order needs:

* Self-actualization — know exactly who you

are, where you are going, and what you
want to accomplish. A state of well-being.

Department of Psychology, Rajendra College, Chapra

* Esteem — feeling of moving up in world,
recognition, few doubts about self.

* Belongingness and love — belong to a group,
close friends to confide with.

* Safety — feel free from immediate danger.
* Physiological — food, water, shelter, sex.

Maslow posited that people want and are
forever striving to meet various goals. Because
the lower level needs are more immediate and
urgent, then they come into play as the source
and direction of a person’s goal if they are not
satisfied. A need higher in the hierarchy will
become a motive of behaviour as long as the needs
below it have been satisfied. Unsatisfied lower
needs will dominate unsatisfied higher needs and
must be satisfied before the person can climb up
the hierarchy.

Knowing where a person is located on the
pyramid will aid you in determining effective
motivators. For example, motivating a middle-
class person (who is in range 4 of the hierarchy)
with a certificate will have a far greater impact
than using the same motivator to effect a
minimum wage person from the ghetto who is
desperately struggling to meet the first couple of
needs.

It should be noted that almost no one stays in
one particular hierarchy for an extended period.
We constantly strive to move up, while at the
same time various forces outside our control try
to push us down. Those on top get pushed down
for short time periods, i.e., death of a loved-one
or an idea that does not work, while those on the
bottom get pushed up, i.e., come across a small
prize. Our goal as leaders therefore is to help
people obtain the skills and knowledge that will
push them up the hierarchy on a more permanent
basis. People who have their basic needs met
become much better workers as they are able to
concentrate on fulfilling the visions put forth to
them, rather than consistently struggling to make
ends meet.

Criticisms and Strengths

Note however, that the above statements may
be considered generalizations. Maslow’s theory
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has often been criticized
because we can find exceptions
toit, such as the military, police,
firefighters, etc. who will risk
their safety for the well-being of
others or parents who will
sacrifice their basic needs for
their children. However, there
are very few theories that are
not flawed in that once we start
drilling down to individualistic
levels, then the theory or
generalization often starts to fall
apart. For example, even
Newton’s theory of physics,
which later became laws, fell
apart once we were able to drill
down to the atomic level.

Maslow’s theory remains a
classic because rather than
looking at psychology as strictly
the study of the mentally ill, his
theory was based upon healthy
persons. And being one of the
first humanistic ones, it has its
share of flaws.

Expansion of the
Pyramid

In Maslow’s (1971) later
years, he become more
interested in the higher order or
metaneeds and tried to further
distinguish them. Maslow
theorized that the ultimate goal
of life is self-actualization,
which is almost never fully
attained but rather is something
we try to always strive for. He
later theorized that this level
does not stop, it goes on to self-
transcendence, which carries us
to the spiritual level, e.g.
Gandhi, Mother Theresa, Dalai
Lama, or even poets, such as
Robert Frost. Maslow’s self-
transcendence level recognizes
the human need for ethics,
creativity, compassion and

spirituality. Without this
spiritual or transegoic sense, we
are simply animals or machines.

This expansion of the
higher order needs is shown
here:

Note that the four meta needs
(above the inner pyramid) can
be pursued in any order,
depending upon a person’s
wants or circumstances, as long
as the basic needs have all been
met:

* Self-transcendence — a
transegoic level that
emphasizes visionary
intuition, altruism, and
unity consciousness.

* Self-actualization — know
exactly who you are,
where you are going, and
whatyouwant toaccomplish.
A state of well-being.

* Aesthetic — to dothings not
simply for the outcome but
because it’s the reason you
are here on earth — at peace,
more curious about the
inner workings of all things.

* Cognitive — to be free of
the good opinion of
others— learning for
learning alone, contribute
knowledge.

* Esteem — feeling of
moving up in world,
recognition, few doubts
about self.

* Belongingness and love —
belong to a group, close
friends to confide with.

* Safety — feel free from
immediate danger.

* Physiological — food,
water, shelter, sex.

Note: Transegoic means a
higher, psychic, or spiritual state

of development. The trans is
related to transcendence, while the
ego is based on Freud’s work. e
go from preEGOic levels to EGOic
levels to transEGOic. The EGO in
all three terms are used in the
Jungian sense of consciousness as
opposed to the unconscious. Ego
equates with the personality.

In addition, just as in his
earlier model, we may be in a
state of flux — we shift between
levels (Maslow, 1968). For
example there may be peak
experiences for temporary self-
actualizations and self-
transcendence. These are our
spiritual or creative moments.

Characteristics of self-
actualizing people:

* Have better perceptions of
reality and are
comfortable with it.

* Accept themselves and
their own natures.

* Lack of artificiality.

* They focus on problems
outside themselves and
are concerned with basic
issues and eternal
questions.

* They like privacy and
tend to be detached.

* Rely on their
development
continued growth.

* Appreciate the basic
pleasures of life (e.g. do
not take blessings for
granted).

own
and

* Have a deep feeling of
kinship with others.

* Are deeply democratic
and are not really aware of
differences.

* Have strong ethical and
moral standards.
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* Are original, inventive,
less constricted and
fresher than others.

Going Beyond Maslow

While the research of
Maslow’s theory has undergone
limited empirical scrutiny, it
still remains quite popular due
to its simplicity and being the
start of the movement away
from a totally behaviourist/
reductionistic/mechanistic
approach to a more humanistic
one. In addition, a lot of
concerns are directed at his
methodology in that he picked
a small number of people that
he declared self-actualizing and
came to the conclusion about
self-actualization. However, he
understood this and thought of
his work as simply a method of
pointing the way, rather than
being the final say. In addition,
he hoped that others would
take up the cause and complete
what he had begun. Which
brings us to the next models.
Other researchers have taken
up his cause and furthered
refined them, mostly in the area
of organizations and work.
Herzberg, Alderfer, and
McGregor’s research are all
closely tied to Maslow’s theory.

Herzberg’s Hygiene
and Motivational
Factors

Frederick Herzberg was
considered one of the most
influential managementconsultants
and professors of the modern
postwar era. Herzberg was
probably best known for his

challenging thinking on work
and motivation. He was
considered both an icon and
legend among visionaries such
as Abraham Maslow, Peter
Drucker,and Douglas MacGregor.
Herzberg (1966) is best
known for his list of factors that
are based on Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs, except his
version is more closely related
to the working environment:

Herzberg’s Hygiene &
Motivational Factors
Hygiene or Dissatisfiers:
* Working conditions

* Policies and
administrative practices

* Salary and Benefits

* Supervision

* Status

* Job security

* Co-workers

* Personal life.
Motivators or Satisfiers:

* Recognition

* Achievement

* Advancement

* Growth

* Responsibility

* Job challenge.

Hygiene or dissatisfiers
factors must be present in the
job before motivators can be
used to stimulate a person. That
is, you cannot use motivators
until all the hygiene factors are
met. Herzberg’s needs are
specifically job related and
reflect some of the distinct
things that people want from
their work as opposed to

*
*
*
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
which reflect all the needs in a
person’s life. Building on this
model, Herzberg coined the
term job enrichment — the
process of redesigning work in
order to build in motivators by
increasing both the number of
tasks that an employee
performs and the control over
those tasks. It is associated with
the design of jobs and is an
extension of job enlargement
(anincrease in the number of tasks
that an employee performs).
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Sociological
Perspectives in
Rural Economy

Dr. Tarun Pathak

The success story of Indian economy is
spreading its wings towards India’s districts and
rural areas which accounts for over 65% of the
nation’s total populace. Currently, the rural sector
of India is not only observing a massive increase
inits per capita income but also in its expenditure
and production. To enhance the rural economy
of India, the Indian government has increased the
monetary incentives allotted for the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) to
USD 8.04 bn in its 2009 Union Budget. Moreover,
the government has also allotted USD 34.74 bn in
its Bharat Nirman Programme for enhancing rural
road and rail network.

Surprisingly, the rural economy was
unaffected by the recent global financial
meltdown as per the research conducted by Rural
Marketing Association of India (RMAI). The
research also revealed that the rural economy in
India is soon to witness an increase in its earnings
which will be largely triggered by the incessant
expansion in agriculture for the last four
successive years.

Rural Consumer Market of India

The rural consumer market of India is
expected to attain its target of USD 425 bn by 2010-
2011, which can be translated as double of 2004-
05 economy size, as per the report by CII-
Technopark.

Indian Rural Retail Industry

As per the report by Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM),
the Indian rural retail economy is worth USD 113

M.A,, Ph.D,, Patna University, Patna
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bn which can be translated as 40% of the total
Indian retail market worth USD 280 bn. Some of
the firms which have already established their
base in rural areas are Reliance, AV Birla and
Godrej, while firms like DCM, Pantaloon-Godrej
JV, Tata, Hindustan Unilever, etc. are all set to
expand their retail business in rural market.

Demand for FMCG in Indian Rural Areas

During the fourth quarter of the FY 2009, the
demand for fast moving consumer goods (FMCG)
increased steadily as compared to its urban
counterparts, as per the research conducted by
AC Nielsen.

Companies like Dabur, HUL, Godrej, etc have
started recruiting more and more deserving
candidates from rural districts in an attempt to
elevate their network and market. Firms like
Nestle and GlaxoSmithkline Consumer
Healthcare (GSK) are all set to introduce new
products for the rural areas in order to promote
their brand.

This indicates that the FMCG firms no longer
treat rural markets as an appendage to their
metropolitan strongholds and are targeting the
market for positioning their brands and for
industrial set-ups.

Indian rural Healthcare Industry

The Indian rural Healthcare market is
expected to expand at a pace of 44% by 2015,
totaling its worth to USD 8.8 bn, according to a
survey carried out by McKinsey. Conglomerates
like Sanofi-Aventis, has currently introduced a
promotional activity to advertise generics in rural
provinces called ‘Prayas’. This initiative is
considered as an attempt to share medicinal
information with practicing medicos in rural
districts through seminars.

Indian Rural Automobiles Industry

The recent development that the Indian rural
Automobiles Industry saw was the declaration
of the establishment of new sales and service
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channels in rural India by the
President of Mahindra and
Mahindra Group (M&M)
Rajeev Dubey. These service
outlets have a premeditated
target of manufacturing
1,00,000 automobiles by FY
2015.

Indian Rural Services
Industry

Surprisingly, more than
60% of the services industry of
the nation is based in the rural
areas, as per the research
conducted by National Sample
Survey Organisation (NSSO). In
the fiscal year 2007, there were
around 85% of the own account
enterprises (OAEs) in India
which deployed 76% of the
manpower in rural districts of
India.

Indian Rural
Telecommunication
Industry

According to the research
carried out by Confederation of
Indian Industries (CII), the
Indian rural Telecommunication
Industry is expected to account
for more than 65% of the entire
telecom subscribers in India.

In an attempt to envelop
rural subscribers, many telecom
giants in India have willingly
invested in rural telecom
industry to benefit from its
massive potential. Mobile
equipments manufacturing
firms like Intex Technologies,
Karbonn, etc have allocated
USD 21.03 mn for its
promotional activities for 2010.

Indian Rural Agricultural
System

Although  agriculture
contributes only 21% of India’s

GDP, its importance in the
country’s economic, social, and
political fabric goes well
beyond this indicator. The rural
areas are still home to some 72
percent of the India’s 1.1 billion
people, a large number of
whom are poor. Most of the
rural poor depend on rain-fed
agriculture and fragile forests
for their livelihoods.

The sharp rise in foodgrain
production during India’s
Green Revolution of the 1970s
enabled the country to achieve
self-sufficiency in foodgrains
and stave off the threat of
famine. Agricultural intensification
in the 1970s to 1980s saw an
increased demand for rural
labor that raised rural wages
and, together with declining
food prices, reduced rural
poverty.

Sustained, although much
slower, agricultural growth in
the 1990s reduced rural poverty
to 26.3 percent by 1999/00.
Since then, however, the
slowdown in agricultural
growth has become a major
cause for concern. India’s rice
yields are one-third of China’s
and about half of those in
Vietnam and Indonesia. With
the exception of sugarcane,
potato and tea, the same is true
for most other agricultural
commodities.

The Government of India
places high priority on reducing
poverty by raising agricultural
productivity.

However, bold action from
policymakers will be required
to shift away from the existing
subsidy-based regime that is no
longer sustainable, to build a

solid foundation for a highly
productive, internationally
competitive, and diversified
agricultural sector.

Issues and Challenges

Slow Down in Agricultural
and Rural Non-Farm Growth:
Both the poorest as well as the
more prosperous ‘Green
Revolution” states of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
have recently witnessed a slow-
down in agricultural growth.
Some of the factors hampering
the revival of growth are:

* Poor composition of public
expenditures: Public
spending on agricultural
subsidies is crowding out
productivity-enhancing
investments such as
agricultural research and
extension, as well as
investments in rural
infrastructure, and the
health and education of
the rural people. In 1999/
2000, agricultural subsidies
amounted to 3 percent of
GDP and were over 7 times
the public investments in
the sector.

* Over-regulation of domestic
agricultural trade: While
economic and tradereforms
in the 1990s helped to
improve the incentive
framework, over-regulation
of domestic trade has
increased costs, price risks
and uncertainty, undermining
the sector’s competitiveness.

¢ Government interventions
in labor, land, and credit
markets: More rapid
growth of the rural non-
farm sector is constrained
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by government interventions
in factor markets — labor,
land, and credit — and in
output markets, such as
the small-scale reservation
of enterprises.

* Inadequate infrastructure
and services in rural areas.

Weak Framework for
Sustainable Water Management
and Irrigation:

* Inequitable allocation of
water: Many states lack
the incentives, policy,
regulatory, and institutional
framework for the efficient,
sustainable, and equitable
allocation of water.

* Deteriorating irrigation
infrastructure: Public
spending in irrigation is
spread over many
uncompleted projects. In
addition, existing
infrastructure has rapidly
deteriorated as operations
and maintenance is given
lower priority.

Inadequate Access to Land
and Finance:

* Stringent land regulations
discouragerural investments:
While land distribution
has become less skewed,
land policy and regulations
to increase security of tenure
(including restrictions or
bans on renting land or
converting it to other uses)
have had the unintended
effect of reducing access
by the landless and
discouraging rural
investments.

* Computerization of land
records has brought tolight
institutional weaknesses:

State government initiatives
to computerize land
records have reduced
transaction costs and
increased transparency,
but also brought to light
institutional weaknesses.

* Rural poor have little
access to credit: While
India has a wide network
of rural finance institutions,
many of the rural poor
remain excluded, due to
inefficiencies in the formal
finance institutions,
the weak regulatory
framework, high
transaction costs, and
risks associated with
lending to agriculture.

Weak Natural Resources
Management: One quarter of
India’s population depends on
forests for at least part of their
livelihoods.

* A purely conservation
approach to forests is
ineffective: Experience in
India shows that a purely
conservation approach to
natural resources
management does not
work effectively and does
little to reduce poverty.

* Weak resource rights for
forest communities: The
forest sector is also faced
with weak resource rights
and economic incentives
for communities, an
inefficient legal framework
and participatory management,
and poor access to markets.

Weak delivery of basic
services in rural areas:

* Low bureaucratic
accountability and
inefficient use of public

funds: Despite large
expenditures in rural
development, a highly
centralized bureaucracy
with low accountability
and inefficient use of
public funds limit their
impact on poverty. In
1992, India amended its
Constitution to create three
tiers of democratically
elected rural local
governments bringing
governance down to the
villages. However, the
transfer of authority,
funds, and functionaries
to these local bodies is
progressing slowly, in
part due to political
vested interests. The poor
are not empowered to
contribute to shaping
public programs or to
hold local governments
accountable.

Priority Areas for the
World Bank Support

Enhancing Agricultural

Productivity,
Competitiveness, and
Rural Growth

Enhancing  productivity:

Creating a more productive,
internationally competitive and
diversified agricultural sector
would require a shift in public
expenditures away from
subsidies towards productivity
enhancing investments.

Second it will require
removing the restrictions on
domestic private trade to
improve the investment climate
and meet expanding market
opportunities.
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Third, the agricultural
research and extension systems
need to be strengthened to
improve access to productivity
enhancing technologies. The
diverse conditions across India
suggests the importance of
regionally  differentiated
strategies, with a strong focus
on the lagging states.

Improving Water Resource and
Irrigation/Drainage Management:
Increase in multi-sectoral
competition for  water
highlights the need to formulate
water policies and unbundle
water resources management
from irrigation service delivery.
Other key priorities include: (i)
modernizing Irrigation and
Drainage Departments to
integrate the participation of
farmers and other agencies in
irrigation management; (ii)
improving cost recovery; (iii)
rationalizing public expenditures,
with priority to completing
schemes with the highest
returns; and (iv) allocating
sufficientresources for operations
and maintenance for the
sustainability of investments.

Strengthening rural non-farm
sector growth: Rising incomes
are fueling demand for higher-
value fresh and processed
agricultural products in
domestic markets and globally,
which open new opportunities
for agricultural diversification
to higher value products (e.g.
horticulture, livestock), agro-
processing and related services.
The government needs to shift
its role from direct intervention
and overregulation to creating
the enabling environment for
private sector participation and
competition for agribusiness
and more broadly, the rural
non-farm sector growth.
Improving the rural investment
climate includes removing
trade controls, rationalizing
labor regulations and the tax
regime (i.e. adoption of the
value added tax system), and
improving access to credit and
key infrastructure (e.g. roads,
electricity, ports, markets).
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A Treatise on the
Drawings of the
Indian Artists

Ekta Kulshreshtha

Drawing is aninfluential means to exploring
the visual language. Indian art has closed link
with drawing from primitive age to
contemporary art. Drawing is an art which has
been practiced since early period even primitive
men decorated wall of the cave and their pots with
lines to communicate. Drawing is considered as
a preparation of painting but have also aesthetic
value as an artistic expression. There is
importance of thoughts and ideas as well as of
formin creation of any image and which is called
the mirror of the creativity of individual and one
can find the his own reflection in that thought.
Drawing basically serves as an outline of the
artist’s imagination which is produced with
pencils, crayons and ink. The Indian artists made
their sketches through different ways, by using
different types of materials. Every artist draws
less or more in his or her life but in the process of
visual language, he has to face the act of drawing,
even abstract artist also draws occasionally but it
is very important for the figurative artist for
artistic interpretation. When we see an artist
finalized painting and its related sketches, then
we find multi dimensions of his creativity. In
ancient Indian art , drawing was first made and
after the colour was applied, the subject of
drawing of the artist was related to the period
in which they worked. Like the painters of
Mughal, Rajasthani, Pahari schools were mostly
fond of drawing for its own pleasure. Pahari
drawings, are calmer, gracious, rhythmic
delicately drawn by artist. In early periods
drawings were done on single sheets or layers
of two or three sheets of Indian handmade paper.

Aligarh

Visual Art

Drawing is necessary for any form of
painting for pictorial articulation. A ‘drawing’
determining the connection with the artist so as
we can share in the art work of his meditation
and belief. A Drawing is like a thoughtful
approach that encapsulates the reality of life
which is difficult to interpreted into a canvas.
The most important drawing is that which is the
flawless medium of expression by the different
artist. Firstly I mention the remarkable
indigenous artist like Nandlalbose Abanindra
Nath Tagore, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Yamini
Roy, Vinod Bihari Mukherjee , Amrita shergill,
Yamini Roy . Our significant artist like Sanat
kar , Somnath hore , K.S kulkarni etc. who gave
the vital role of drawing in their art life. The
drawing of these great artists creates a strong
feel of emotions provides the endless source of
inspiration the contemporary artists also .

Nandalal Bose who is undoubtedly the
master of the line in Indian art, he made many
drawings of sceneries, people, different animals
and lush vegetation and also made on the spot
sketches in a realistic manner. Rabindranath
tagore’s drawing generally in small size, which
is not articulated in words. Tagore got basic
training in drawing from a drawing master in
1860s. Tagore working in coloured ink and his
Images are full of vigorous thoughts and element
of fantasy. Shivax chavda preferred to capture
Indian and foreign dancers with the minimum
use on the line. His line encapsulates the
characteristic of form, pose and expression
entirely which was the symbol of lighting release
of linear energy. K.K.Hebbar freely expressed
his emotional state by means of line and colour.
He studied Kathak in order to understand rhythm
and portray it with gracing his drawings. These
not just as a painters but as an artist in the real
sense to the art world.

M.F.Husain, Arpana caur, Laxma Goud,
Ganesh pyne, Jogen Chowdhury, Satish gujral,
Sudhir patwardhan, Tyeb Mehta, Manu
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Parekh, Krishen Khanna, A.
Ramachandran. Drawings of
Jaijharotia are the absolute way
of expression in its own.Lines
and drawings occupy the
prominent role in the paintings
of A. Ramachandran, Arpana
caur, Arpita singh , so these
drawing are similar to the
paintings.

I believe that drawing is a
miraculous method of inner
findings. The expression of
drawing is predictable as the
essential and effective
language in the world of art.
Every artist makes more or less
drawings in their lives. There
are lot of artists who formulate
the drawing before initial step
of the painting.

Laxma goud is an well-
known artist for the use of
drawing based painting and
trying to search the path of
expression. He also considers
the drawing as a source of
inner and outer feelings . He
made a series of subtle
drawings of objects.

Ganesh pyne worked in
pen and black ink drawing. His
drawings inspired by the Bengal's
folklore and mythology and
various stories whish narrated
by his grandmother in his
childhood. A series of pyne’s

drawing depicting various
stages of his life and career.
Depiction of line drawing
which seems to be more
particular and informal in
sensation. Like his “Seated
Drawing’is a drawing in pencil
and crayon. Although Pyne
worked on canvas and also
paper in tempra stylebut these
works have been also similar
to the drawing and through
the expressive lines he creates
the mystery. Jogen
chowdhury’s forms are like a
grotesque. line playsa vital
rolein his artand through the
strokes , he represents the
individual character. He said,
“My drawings are not made, they
grew out of me as plants grow”’.
Satish gujral drawings of
animals and human forms, he
experiments with textured and
coloured paper to make collage
base drawing. His work span
above for decades presented
whole devotion to his art. The
works of Gujral between the
90’s are very expressive and
spontaneous. Sudhir patwardhan
also worked on various black
and white drawings based on
the theme of labour and
problems of daily life. Arpita
singh has always done drawing
and many sketches to give form
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to her emerging ideas. Her
monochromatic drawings are
very significant which reveal
her effectiveness manipulation
over lines. A. Ramachandran
who reinterprets the indigenous
beauty of tribal livings through
the contemplation of his
drawings and paintings.

It is necessary to describe
that these Indian artists in
whose work lines occupy as a
significant feature, create a
charm of drawing. In the field
of art, there are some artists
who only worked on drawing
but among them A.
Ramachandran and Arpita
singh drawings striking me
most, I really inspired with
these artists and through the
magical drawings with pen
and ink these artists create the
amazing world of art.

I think that the drawing
does not basically comprise in
the thought, still the drawings
are the manifestation of
sensation of an artist. It is said
that these drawings are a kind
of captivate fare for each art
lover. In totality I can say that
the drawing, most probably the
strongest means of express the
sentiments of happenings of life
and emotions.
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