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Editorial

India has around 14.6 m students enrolled in higher education, making it the country with the
third highest number of students behind USA and China. India also has 550 universities and
around 31,000 colleges, making it one of the largest in terms of capacity.Although annual
enrolments in higher education have grown steadily at 6.3 per cent over the last decade, the
GER (Gross Enrollment Ratio) of 12.4 percent is way below the global average of 26%.The
Indian government has set a target of achieving a GER of 30% by 2020. However, even if GER
touches the A global average of 26%, it would mean doubling of the number of students in
higher education and concomitantly, doubling of capacity. In other words, India will need at
least 500 more universities and 30,00 more colleges in the next 8 years.Where will all this
capacity addition come from?Government is unable to invest such large sums of money and it
will be up to the private sector to bridge this gap. India spends around 3.85 per cent of its GDP
on education. Developed countries spend upwards of 10 per cent of their GDP on education. It
may not be fair to compare India to developed countries. However, it is interesting to see how
India fares against developing countries. Ethiopia spends 4.6 per cent of its GDP on education;
Bhutan spends 4.6 per cent and Ghana 5.3 per cent.By this yardstick, India needs to spend much
more. The annual spend of around USD 47 billion by the Indian government on education may
seem like a big figure. But it is far too low for the huge need and large population of India. Let’s
hope that the absolute amount and percentage grows rapidly every year.

A recent survey done by NSSO reveals some interesting facts.Between 1999 and 2009,
expenditure on food increased by 70 % among rural families and 78% among urban families.
However, spending on education increased by 378% in rural areas and 345% in urban areas. In
terms of percentage of families spending on education, it has jumped to 63% in rural areas and
73% in urban areas.Indian families realise that education is the stepping stone for a good quality
of life to children. Every parent wants their children to improve their standard of living and
enjoy a better lifestyle than what they have lived.In this process, they are willing to spend a
disproportionate amount of money on education of children. It is not uncommon for parents to
spend their lifetime savings and also borrow money to fund education.This will continue till a
proper financing ecosystem is evolved in India where a student borrows money to fund his
education and pays from his future earnings. There were only 20 universities and 500 colleges in
the Indian subcontinent (including Bangladesh and Pakistan) in 1947, the year of Indian
independence. Now there are about 376 universities and 17,700 colleges in India only, many
with world class physical infrastructure. Many private research institutes are also coming up on
aregular basis. The only Nobel prize for India (Indian citizen at the time of the award) in science
for C. V. Raman (1930, University of Calcutta) also came in that era. We also had many world
class scientists during that time (e.g Satyen Bose, J. C. Bose, Homi Bhaba etc). Now India is the
second fastest growing in the world and third largest economy in Asia with huge budget in so-
called education and research. But we do not have any world class scientist (who has a slightest
chance to get Nobel Prize in science) in India, as per a survey published in a reputed Bengali
magazine, “Desh”, sometime ago.

—FEditor
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forenm R arareRer w5 gagfy o
@d Bl 39 BH AU A1 & W
o T el ©, 319 gfg 1w
A & Taw foar w3 21 8 9
F IH W aF FH GRS ©
S wew A &I TER wmed
2 fafa= ol & o= s
HRO TG T, T G T @
HeM wEdH, §cd & fafa= s
1 erfreafaaal 21 afg g e
TR & 0 A ! ST T
H WM H1 Q@ w@ €, d 98
IUHT HeA STEHR F THAT S|

Sl § Ukl 39 fava &t
fafyrear €1 Sver wefl wmi W
s fomg ® SR faf= end eren
et 1 @e 21 Bl 5@
#g § S e S 21 ad @
A wuE e ®, <9, diien
FHAT qo HHBUS| I o &
3 dF U T g 9 e €
g SveR &1 faaR 1 qsft omt

1 SMURT 81 98 Th om &
T fafa=1 &mt &l T g5 ¥ S
gL 71 dvR & 9 gy g ?
S forva & Tehed 1 SN0 1 SH
Tated Wehedl W BH @i TH
frg sifyaafd & o e =
U] S qRered gl 2l

gt o & a7ey wWEy &
fqua & fadam=< @ed € o =8
HE @ e g9, dfres
HU1 G I G HHR0S T
g, o9 Tt % g wue ®9 9
U R S wER H fafe=
THfd F @M wd & H/D A
qfgard € St gcd &l % g7 B
FHHUE R TgU HET Hed &l B/
AN T GE ® B © S
FH § fovard i T ST A8
FH & HWEFH 9 9F & Uha
T B | HaTlcHeh e & sferd
T Td dicd § @ R &% <9
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foaeh= ®ed 8:- “When we

come to the real, spiritual,
universal concept, then and then
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a power of good than it has ever
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1. Swami Vivekanand - What Religion
is?
John Yale Int by C.
Isheswood, Advaila Ashram
Page-7

2. Swami Vivekanand - What Religion
is? Page-6

3. Swami Vivekanand - What Religion
is? Page-23

4. Swami Vivekanand - What Religion
is? Page-16-17

5. Swami Vivekanand - Jnana yoga
Advaila
Ashram, Mayavati,
Almora 1930. Page-379

6. Swami Vivekanand - Jnana yoga.
Page-379.
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HHEHATRU Teh Fh 1 “qHERO (World
Marketisation)® Tl fafig=1 amarsti iR stemaet
el 39 I wieemdl % A9 o wen @ fau sig
Fos s B i PR A e
Ui, dreifieht den wfeet s Afaa & wHwor
B W 1 Sremet AR seHienet i U < & Ik
3 Te 9 W a9St 7o B usel S @ Sl
3 frrf W wE o AW F fREA w
/A § S (Subsidy) 24 € foheg fersmrastian
IO HI STRH W HH AU 3ifuk @ sAfur
T & fa <a@ <4 €1 9 T ¥ 95 9R 3R
TE-SHT &A@ F3® T&1 od Safh 3T IR
TR 0 | Fraid e & oI <oe ere € e
1 3 Sl B SR R Feiiertor &) S
1 Hr=ran € for 59 b graurar (Facilitator) w1
aftrert frame oiR 1 sfeler oM & @ Sfess
TER & A & TWE AR H Bl <, 24
AR, 1991 & 9% 9RA HdG-HAd AR B
TR & i & R g oig o, g aRomresy
s~ Te@R-Te S8 goee & fafay smam
IO gU 213U STelrel FIsfiehtor i "= € o
T<F Hdse &3 (public sector)3HTEAT & &
el 5 e P ) w F SR
e fafE onfs @] 7 = foas @6 §9 9
ST oM@ g W1 Aveliehior, ST, qel
fsitencor Siet faemr fifeal 1 wfgensti W wHywE
fereh veT| Sveien ol & HiEensi W g arel g9E
1 AT B el S TS i w1 ey -

() SIERETR SR SUHIEHITER 61 HI9E S i
T IfErar @i eaferd W ot TR veTl i w3

i el SR foerTss SH=@1 T o SN H a2-ag
el % ot % ghed et o @ gt e
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% 3IURA TS @Ud HT1 AT
I9-aS GaR fewan soe fau
TI-ufsIed, saweifie gER

IREN &1 AT W TH HET S
B ®), 9 X HH AW dGHT
‘e Tell’ (Fed Hewg)

el 3nfE & e W TS
fommm e o faw o o
dicd #1 e & @ Y w5,
Teul § St 38 1 STAN HH hI
8 YT H qUl TEE ¥ et
fava wR W ded wiaaifet,
By wiaAitraet enfe 1 S
Tt fezn o form sifereraR @
Tk T aeiid B T e
TRUTTRGEY 31191 Jgoal-2rel, Sldh,
e, wfaead, g, U<,
AU TR W fafT= 7R &t
Sfaifirnsti =1 SisH 8 w2
agfeal & % fazram
Telfoene f1en &1 Hatea et
o wied wiaifia it s
off A o 2| gfRal B e
RIUICEUC o B s = C
fowaHsR/aR & fau ‘g’ =
@ € Su-fre e, fiw wE,
9w w, fm & u e
TAfCTT Y& ¥R Y el / THARE
W FA-T oA TR’ g R €,
Tl d& fh BI2-BT HEl,
Heh-<Nrel W oft =7 T’ ga
T ¥ o aefRar o fagivet
foramg TamaTet afeened s a=me,
I 3R Gl S Sl 81 gHieTn
w2 Afgen Herfaame™ 3 S
w1 HIE @i e ® SR e
wEfndl ww T | did faee
o ST W@ §| WR AR T S
THYN YMEY WA T4 % fau
AT & T, THAT H TR,
TS, HIoe S o= | ot
7 wefeat & wdw T s
(e 59 et ufqal i s

e € fEd Ak, e, g,
Tie, ge<t ok Yt e sk
1 S¢S wefRal & 3 &S
o2 T T, AN Ww-Ue T ¥, IR
T ToH ¥ fFew ok & R
Ik T foran S R

(@) zaT & &N, sfeie am
& SR Afgeretl & e 8-SR
wE avergfa & e 9d 21 3w
1 SRR SR 9H HHMA T
I ? AR AF-SE g gt
o H erery MG W wA-HAA W@
21 <feror-elt uferng dwi-endeie,
Taferan, famqr, fweae=,
EMRE e H “AF 9o’ (Sex
tourism) TeH SATET TS ST
% wef e w01 # fow wreferat
Ut gt ® 3R o fawifa yoh
I fordl W1 W IH-gE % fag
TEY SUTsY Bl €, Ho <9
% 9 9 T 8H & KR T
&l &1 dfecnie ®l I e &
e diemfeq ww@ &) <faror gt
e & <9 o e qur o
fosfaa e & =ga OR T,
fageeR 91 & oW /At
AT FH-T@ H I HA W
g 78 A |Y e aF o &
Teafa (I e ot & wRu
faemmar) @ fe M aren &
T W1 § WR e R fafe
st fiRiEl g/ @i &1 =R
off fepann ST €1 W T % Th
SAM & STIER, 1998 | =reid
e foa @1 fafa gen e
Ut fiRiel 3 9| eRa Sfer

FHHETN SS9 SEifes <9 |

off FH-ST W 4.2 & O (ST
1) 1 HETE Fiaed et 81 diets
gfere At ® for wen et Sit
% fafd 9@ 9 sfer 1 oy
BT 1 9Tl © gfderd g Tt
=1 Frafd o <9 o e B
FAA & TIUR TR0 TH
Zferor-vd TR HiE 9-a
Astwar (! SH 16 o4 @ w1
?) fafs=r Svemeri & M
gl wgd Ol wefRal (S A
TeH A1 3= o 1 Bl &) HIA
T (Call girl )& €9 ® M T
99 faga-zua g -dg
Ted/aRER o Bd € 3R
o1y gfa faem aomd
TYU/STeR B Bl A wel amfeden
ferergrar 1 TR 7 &, W gy
faf= yeR & 7w/t fagmmt
qern fredl ofs & game 9 Wes<
A9 w1 feArdt =wid € qen
IUTETS ST HecaTeR1aT,
I T8 @9 i i R FgH
1 G HROT UH Hdl S|
(amt), wfersdm, dicwr suf 9
IS W@ | Afgenstl i 7Rt
Frifear, oEes, gy,
ST, S enfe o ST S
2| T8 YHSHRI 3R IIRIF]
%1 € 9 € foh f5= 9ee g9
‘Iy’ wewy gmEISe fdey
A o, IS S®‘AH el
(Sex worker) HgHI ‘GHEISTHR
2
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(1) JHSTHHRIT / STRIHI
T§ fSiRtor & 99E & HRU
fafi= <o & STt sreuarett o
AdH Yoo 9g1 T e, Mgk
e faaf@ e 5= = fEn
§ T, vHa ok w1 glaemd s
§ T fagw wyaE = ot w5
afeenelt W ugr Fifw o =it
STEqATeHl/FATeh] 1 SART Yeeh
a8 W o orEHe W gl sHe
IRUMAEEEY 37T T 39 IRAR
FHT WA ITR Yok’ (User
fee) & HRU YT gl Tecd
9 g U &= i Afecnedi i
Tyfea Tree giaumn Suasy &l
of, 3o 9@ <7 9 &g H @
g T Ho: ufifia <EaE &
T J9a I hi foawmr 9 T
o STear-a=a1 S &1 SH *
T el @) faereia <9 w1
Afead e ywifed g8 wEifw
Ay Tk o g e
TR § Bt & e fafean @
g el 2l

(9) st YRR SRRl e
geensti | off yow W@ i@ ™
oo IO a=ai i T8 gfed
| T8l 9 B arfcrentetl ot foran
YeTRd w9 W 7, e 9w
% TG U IHH! Tl TEall RdR
iferert eidt © forgent Tar ger &
STt ?1 R el e
dfea 8, qHScHw H ¥H@
Yool afvess geen fava §@
g o =Ed ® T SH® T W
g1 ot A o, wifereRt @t frem
yoifad B9 9 SHH! SeAw 7 8,
zafay a8 awfeus feren

(Alternative education ) , Igehe

ferero1  (Multigrade teaching),
forem f43 (Para teachers) a7
1 fedma w3 21 T@d e
R SR T TR s I ek
= & A9 forEm W SR g,
SRl ufefa fores & @M W
ayf¥ifera, 3% W eAfafaa e
firs g fopdl S ©1 6T v
FHel & fau sTe-o7er e &
a9 T & e At wamet
% fomnfel 1 9T F We Jam
TEd §-Uiq SRl Hen-faan
F WA W @AY TS 2
foren 4 ofea =1 T § R Wt
R froft foremem St w9 ®
e ¥, el T e % SR
oot e # g
¥ 9 Tig e ?1 arma H
X, wgd qen uRfeurfaer=
faawm &1 R ga@ s=m=n
aifershTd et &)

() o' off an v ®
USRI & YA & HRO
S-S TS I HeAURR
Tl o g @ @R, au-od
ISR e e we o @ Tl @l
TEME & RO ST TAM hic
BF % RO Afgenstt (TR gest
& o) ol i sifafea &
Sy €9 § HET USA
oo etfues sm wd T A &
FHROT ShT e ot gefed @l
@1 21 U of e s @ R W
Y ael ™ o Afgan
A s @ e (e
esll 3A1fE) 3T+ M & 1% SR
¥ TlieH W/aq a0 B A

I% HEA €, WE HE 2 (e
Wt anfg ot €) g | R
Y I W SE I H HT HH
Ta e w1 w1 i ot e
AETIHAE TR o HY T
() & FRo g TE e
o1t farioer o ufteri & +am
I HH B §, Nl HAH dd
TEd H e i g aREar &t
T, foren, Tares, 9w, S,
forstett onfg 1 & HeqT qoh
& dif ® Wt €1 5 weR
smfed & | Afgensti w1 gen
SAYH B H BRO HH H
Siepor’ g €, 99 & el o
ol &1 S suEgd sifus
gd 8 ‘wad w1 Siwr
(Feminisation of poverty )T
Tk oft FEE @ B gRy 3R
Sit ferem e Tl weme
% HR T8l W U, St A5Gl
w1 geul ¥ wu TG e @
3R T SR} 1 L G S
=1 &l et 9= @ 9 = 33 €

SWier o= ¥ T ® fw
THEAHIT IR IIRIHT o HRT
foal #1 feafd agm g 21 o9
T SRR feran =T Gehar @ T
376 S FER "Il % JAR-TER,
3187 & heldl q Gelu % HRUl
%o o faud syand w9 g 2
TR A0 T FHHRl SIS
J AT Wfd T HH A1 TEGE T
e 2, W@ o v @ & G <9
et S i Grfee AraEEy o
R 9 F TEEH R o f&m
T 1 3T STRT SRR Teh
HR AR WS & @ TR
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7g o I T © R Serie
o qHeeiw S fawm Hfifaat
Y forermasiter < T Afgemd fare,
W, USRS § A YhR
* JHTH 33 T SR I 3R
& ISR q1 TR & 98d
Y91 & HROT J AT 38 =¥
FH R Fd: SU d=H 9 ot
T el forH s RO &
WA-TY Tesedl i A

Y STl THER B W AR
o Sran ® o 3 2% 394 8, 39
R fordt @ d ST TARSH,
euH qen dngE W femen S
Hehdl 2| THh Horeawy Hieensil
1 G0 Te T=da1eh {0l &l
T AR TL-TF i qA It
HFE FHed & foau e deensdi
F R ¥ YA &4, SRR,
Hfg-Torifa & THgE w1 YeS

Hfeed T o=d, SGY T YhR
¥ oafea gidl

waet

1. YR Afgard: <o ue fen-gear
vt

2. ATFARIE  feae@Att  aiwm
Hifsmatst-meH At

3. Ofe™8 37 TgAT SacuHe-HHIH!
FHI-TE Td T, &, ffa AR

4. Uew we fgsem wiR feg

foeRym off TR 58 T fHar <@ T 81, @ 9IRS I wA - offer e
B & it fafvw= var meadl st iR 9t we sifa, fasives
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A TeRomt aem
feronT arurfern ®

Afaer Uea
TR 31T

S, {9

TR MY HE H 32T qER RS qen
fereiR erofeal & Afdeh god 1 oA s1eaa
FHT 2, 36 B F8 UNeheq ffHa w1 T €, TR
g foReidl den fereiR eraufuai & Sfas ool o
qrefeh SR I SR UReReT TR ?q 50
= TReTRT qen foRvIR STaxIfemi ol =g SToeeTel
witerE= & siata Fener wfaeae g faman #1 feht
A (12-18) a9 %k i 21 =AM gyl W Afdw
o Ao fomn R WehTe WEE k1 T ? 1 TgEl
% T Wefehdl &1 o= & faw ‘3 qdeor & =
¥ 9 gen €, T wmr freid o freiR sraufa
1 3Tda i oI SR T W T

LISICE]]

dTeTeh 319 e il | forg afar, qresmen ud
AT 1 U ol © 39 WA & 10 H {9
QIS o e god T oTeY e §1 Al oot g
AHhl & STTEY AU AYH! 7 Tl Tkl al IHH
R faeteron i iR st=adiTen a8 39 THIS &1
Teh SITHR ST qEH S A

Afgerar @ A Ao B S o 9 g
2, S oY gfig & WY TH A U HIA 2 qel
YA Afereh SARRRI o HieAl T e Hd gY T
S 9 W SUER BIAT €1 BHR R0 & Hed qefl
=l i & Afde god el =fewl selt-oifd

Taurmeaer (wRfaRT ),
FATENT Wi HeTfaenetd, Saeqy (WY, )

Hatlicltior

ferenfira Afae amonel & g arete & fiat Ssareei
% SN I &l foreRfdd Bl Sl © foh & Sfeq o
ST ERRT T SR B Teh| AT & s o
IHH! TIREeR el Grepiaes difee iR Siamee
% Yfawd 8 B

oqmHE (1965) ‘e & iR Hfass qoai
forepT® B % I ST GHA | T A favard
o gear e 2 1"

TAH (1974) ‘G T & Afdk Hie &
ITEY FIER T

(1) &9 .2, foreR ARaRfeH, 9 9= fom
3R S T e (1967) F 100 ToheiR srquferat qen
R e fopeidl o Afees goar fadfea gwemn qon
STORTET SR Tk Yataiiehd | o fof foRem eToedt
STt FATtSe: qoell 9§ oe el €, g o forfer
SUHERT % Hodi & WY Heged 2|

(2) WX Hice W, B M.uA.wH., fra T T
(1982) 9 110 M St s=a9 § (ADDH) &=
faeRr fowfa @ difga qean 88 Twmm fRemd =
AT L Ul foh arereen (ADDH) =M fasr
faspfa ag & U e ¥ ufTs Fegefid 2

(3) o= TEUL (1984) F 210 I foRem qen
ook sTfoel R fedd gERSE qur Afde
ool 1 gerieash sTead fhen den < & A
Tedl H Hiefd AR T
3BTT
(1) w1 fReid qen froir eroafeel & Afdw

el Rl qeilcHeh 313 ShiTl
(2) "= fremd den fesm erofai & we
s gedl ® SR 1 st HE
gRebeaT

= fReiRl qen fereit stofual & A goat

% g gefeh AR 9 S|
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ATfereT HHTH- 01

ST TGE @I (9  [FonT srmrelt %eT
12-18 25 25 50

TgarT TRigror
e gog W - SRt ehTe

fater

et | Fafta g foRsid qen ferem stoufeai
W i ged IO 1 q9eH AR w9 9
T 1 AR % Suld ‘S wew & wWeAm 9
g fReRl qen fhei st & Hfas qoat &
T WIS IMehI0 ¥ TR 1 iefehdl F1d i
T 2

AT FHIF - 02

= TRt den fepsik st o Sfass goa
% 9o

I qEr gegm wEe el ardedar
faereT a7
M| fReIR 25 4376 537 6.60 0.01 ®R W
el 3
foreiR sTouell 25 29.84  8.95

0.05 T T Hiefehdl B¢ A9 - 2.01
0.01 &R T Hefwar 79 AF -2.68

AT 3T - 48

fagermoT

wa uRomE ¥ e @, o wmr feeni qen
foreiR srRiferl ® Afasr gl & mem wefw SR
T T 3T 8T WATeR UNehedT Teithd i St
2 g e § fReiR oroufual w8t qorn
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IfTF goa S W W ge gRomm I T
(1984) | fHel qen fareiR stouferat & Afas
qoddi W wefeh ek qrE Sl € a9 Siehifash IR
S, Ufed A T (1974) 9= fReml qen fRemR
TR T et & e Afdk w= H ey
AW B T F FIEY U T

Trreenet
= foReiRl qen feheit stqafual & A goat
% T Wl A 2
Hed Y
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AT Afgersti
o w@ree Td Ut
et AT

BT, T SIS

e e 1 Gl agqed T ¢, SS9
G FEel U fRA-word & yAifad i o
AN 3HH 9 H) TR@ Frifa w3 21 98 T
o e 3R €, 59 W sHwt 9 gt fk
FHI B (T 1974) TR THE St Hi 31w 9§
Afereh =T, wifd qen St Y& shiar B gafe
e i Fad g1 U9 el T 1 R ored o
ey 1 e AT w1 AUl g S @ W
MY foaRya & IR @R &1 7l Th
L 7 1, Tk 37%8 IR W, T 9ol IRar § 3R
Teh 37%0 IRAY | @A ® (U 1974). Tova w@rees
T 3 e H G T YER I 8- @
Tof rifier, T iR g fea ot w frafa
®, T T A1 At | e i T 39 e e
1 3 faw IWIRe @Wren @ 7=, dfces AMfas
ey 4 ot 3| Ty 1 diun Say aiiask 9 g
2, Torae g/ 7ea 31 Sftae w1 woed SHee &
M L 8| Al % TR wred & gWE
TG HMATHS T W Ygdl 8| SEeTy el T @
o Torey TR A & ey Afass fer w3 21 S
A IR &9 W @y B €, 9 U: "Efds ®9
Y off ey B9 &1 R el & %R ot |
MRS o | el © 3R S % gaw o
3feeh Edl | HolCawy 3 1 HHTR e 399
T&dl 2| Uiftesh WIS 7FE & Sfier 1 g & qe 9
T4 & YRR, WM, FHiaweh R A @
F gEF ¢l TAR W § Aisensdl w1 @ feufd
=1 B SRl % SHedE afeanst w e ue
Ty feerfd o1 99 ©, @ Set Ferfa weiferes o

Hatlicltior

B ST o1 e IS Sfeart, s, ST,
afn Sfd 31 AHER A S 1 aRefid w
T Fel ¢ for e 9Rerl =1 ©% tH w9E €,
S & 9w AW e 8, NEe 9e=
ffyea &5 § forg %3 €, T He= 9 e @
don foame iR oo & famg o %z favm fami
1 Uler i €1 firfer ai fifem & R sefa
34 fafa= ogel @ 99 oo T §e1 HRE §, S
Tk G &5 | 9 i §, Tk | 9T 6
AT 1§ den TEE U W HEhla Bl 2
TH e ST i @ faeioanett & ffveq dmifers
&1, fafyrse sy, weepfa, gmmfses qen enfels Teds,
foviy whR 1 ugfa, faverd senf @fmfeq 2
S Afgensti & Tarees ud gy feufa 5 firee
FH1 HRU ITH @ET T qHu Gaeht STEand 2
el WE qe SR A T A9 B

PIRCE)

SASTAE Afectel & Wred T W9uT Heeft
SIS 1 A @ foe fasel & &9 H e
% 200 ST Afgasti w1 9R g M 9 foen
TN & 3T o 15-24, 25-34, 35-44 TAT 45-54 T4
gl v o o @ 50 Hfgemd off W W @e
yfaget & &9 A %t 200 Afeard < W=

JYchIUT

TR qUT 90T HIOT b1 S8R Gfasst ™ fawa
™ 3 o o W faad ot W, s i
T, AMfAh WRe qel 3TeR Ud 9uu eff
YRR @ & Whor § T & wRen, fafean
T Uk &1 ah SRR, AAfHS e &
Yh{0] § TEed Gad) fHea grond qen SAeR "
YU &% YHOT B e STMER Ud UNul 1 Hed,
AER TF e Geet faean yRond, weg uwet &
T FaA afe faw
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Fergrerero T

et TS o1 gfawrd § o R e aftomy
< TR T IRIRE e § Hefud g Aeeryul
fowei W SAedE Afeenst w1 WE AHE e
ITRe TR e 81 wfaeel w1 99 wfdwra Afgensd
# SHE ® SNE T oW o SR % ar |
ST off| 399 9% fhem wwRon off fF 90 & I/
T T A A IYAH FHIAT AGC A TG A Ao
HT AT ardd H TE RON TR a1 df W i
AR @Aferen AT o1 < Hehdl € A1 ST Geg T HROT
o Wbl 1 94 WiavTa AiGSt Sl T€ Terd HIRon
off for Sw UM T 4 hodl 1 88 WiavW
Hfgaisl &1 a8 Ufdepa GG of f& S #Je
T % 1 7, safee Afeswa fafran &z T #X
el 21 81 wfaerd Afeensti &1 fa=m 2 f& 9 7%
TS 7 B SARHT I ST W R @Al A
H9ed: I8 FRU © foh SAfeRisT SHSIEE arEo
afgemd fafercdia dar SUetey 8 W erdifad
T B uwdl wfqsel w1 TE Ser S (80 i)
SIS © TRl i wWiid *L 4§ AR & Sk o
M W favarE il € T ® fop it e
ot e TAgiaen Afeersti & @Ry EaER &
yeiferd sl 81 T Tarees Hael faean smone
%! difershl-1 § g9 T R

ATfeTedT-1: IIRIRE W&TeeT qast

6. TEY TU WH/FEEN UH FA w s
3% FT A T,
TSTerT TS BfRX &1 T Tahd| 70%

7. STEHl & ¥ed w1 A=W AT WG B
IGH IR H1 aEe W AW w5 2
fg oA 3% B a SE! Wed Sk
WM, =% 98 ¥ed & S W 91 7 W@

HAfee ke & &5 | ot A 99 1 i
FAE B1 qA Sfufaverd =W g1 eMdT @t 94
wiasra Afeensti 1 fovard € fo 9T %1 SR
o 1 A9 ?1 93 Wiav dfeensti i aRon € f
HYHRR AT G- i F& § IRTer9 Sleh ok
ST TR 71 87 Wi gfaeel w1 owon 2 fo qd-ua
Y T B IS @1 84 Wi Higensii &1 T
Tord At € for oiikdl & wifdes U Y TeeEl &
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1 oo 7 fof grTell ) ufersy diefeer i § o S0 9
IR GNTATT Stk 81 Hehdl B HHGS® W & Hay
T TEl SR & 9T & HAEwd 66 Havd
Tfged A & fF T ar S U B S, 39 e
e @1 %@ F& 9w S wifEw) den ane
Afad ot G T& 91 bt (65 gfava) F |t
ek YROMY © S(afeh ardfoshdl 38 foradid 2
AT T el e yroneti &t aifere-2 |
fe=n T 2

ACTHT-2: AT TIE G (e arong

66%

#wE Frear sromg firezr
T frear grong Frear ST
g e
. il . emg/dEtd 1 AT 9EeldE %1 6RO R 94%
il A T A R T 99% o fan 1w 93%
2. HE AT WA W Bl 2 94% 3. Y@-I W R e g 3 §7%

y o e 4 s # Whew o § A # wR
FiifF TS A # e ) 88% ° j;"%' 84%

: . ST STy

4, VE-TF 957 SEAASE @ e | 5. TNTCTH < SR i
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7. T 9 S UM @ 9 2, 98 fRe
Hefl ot g e HWERm
e &l B gepanl

8. TNl ol gfad el oMl ¥ @ W ®
SR I R F GHaAT

65%

63%

3MER TS 9ol & fowa § ot =g sra 2
T SIS Afgalsl i STER & Wueh acdl, Hgferd
o, SedEee TER AR & fama § dmfres
SR BT S19TE €1 @ 97 faerd  wfgenst @
farvara @ for wfssal SR-3R Thel | wEwH g
e, AR IE T e Uk W, Sefh AR
foram & AUR Afssl &t 92 The W HIed W 3T
e qed T B W W S ®1 94 v wigernst
1 &t Wiesdl qon el & Uifted wee Hi SR
T {1 SR AEAT R dieH o 9w &1 3fie 9
A AR Geofl HT UM WA K1 AH wAT@ B
=fgul 92 wfaerd Afeanstl &l Y & STIER RN
1 WE AR T 1 ST AT ® TR S
A= g % IER Frffa w1 S wfee ik T
TE Teh dF 91 A & =9 ] T=aig-di9 91l &
3 & Al ¥ HH 9IeH Ao =it S@fh e
foaR & ATER s=df &1 @M H W G I A1
INE dH % AMe W SHSdE Afeenstl &l A
TR B 85 faer Hfgard wedt € fob o &
g INE 9 3fed TR, fheg TR W T @ S
bl 21 36 e 60 Hider wfgens w1 exon @ R
K o @H-TH R FIE Ush T8I 31 M6 Hilfh
T2 o % fau =Afe & Steq § et sert
vedt g1 W@ o @H-1H & fog el wei
UEd &1 SR Ud uvu Had o enons i
diferrT-3 & <wifar = 2
ATfTHT-3: TG TF Q1907 @i (ear smromg

#&d firear gromg farear
GRS
et STt
7 FlavrT
1. S/ i 9gd Bl-BI THS
Y s =ifen 599 =% 3w
g Higy/ger S| 97%

* e

L C R (R X4

2. US-US & SH H HE-Hest SR
I[A | A H A SAHE T faemd
3% T Hif 399 Y ff a1 ©
3R TR oft TgEE T 2l

3. 3U % STIUR @M HI A T =16,
(T U d9 IR W & d=d
TH TeAE-d A & STEH HT ger
¥ w7 oo e =ifew

4. M % A IS G STEST TRl o,
TR T I A W
™ IRrE TRl B

5. U@ fau & o foht § ga W R,
AT @H-TH § hE T e
B =feu

Syer ufomdl 9 e ® fop S Afeeet §
WA TE W0 Harl ARl qen e fawga
w9 § AT o1 THfAY AEvIRd 39 o1 H © 6
3% W a1 W9 GaEt §E dAie SHE 3
% fore Tamee foreror <9 &t gyfaa dieHT SR ST
qIfeh TR STI-3T9 IRAR A 3T THEH & e
F YR WIS FRX ThA H WHH q TR WA &
SR GR I o W® fafiy= e daft swrfwat
T 3= T HUR S0 Y T & i Seehdl
Y27 HT ST MR IThT TR TR 3l IS || qel
T e oA i o 3T ATTRT i df s
F HH| TE THAS WHE 2-Fal FHl WEI FL F
% fovaedt ifaam § % qefe aEE R a@ed
Y A R
dayd gfa

firfer woe fifem swoera Aifaierst, 9. 282. Tfeds &

S, swETe (2001) WRdAE GHifSe Geem, |
e

ek, S5 A Uk, &, (1974). JHFegd A Wa=ia

e AT AfeHH. SaeqR. TFRERME 9HR|
TR, SLUA. W9 3 o=k % 3fed, 9. 356.
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B, ARt T

Liep)

o w wafa T % T w6 #, fHmd e
1 Se 3T W@ HT qAT TS AT S e S b
IR H AT W I Hi| T8 Qe Suettey §
g % T AR @l I, Sfeew AHtae fawrE
S RS A T e G o e
Aqretg = a1 Sienur & &9 § wgEE o @ S
R1eror, woen g IR s THaT § o
PRI RS

HRE (1965) A - &l 'SR’ & e H
R e 1w femen @, S Sifaes araeRe &
HTER <eAdl &l 21 ifsh o TE 369 G @l 9|
e (1963) oA & & & & SHaR 9
3= T R fagga semaa R ok ot wie o
e IR aTed HRehl & s fg9g T FehTeT Srel
2| afelt o w1 T TE g F ygfa "
o, St AfF & FIER I GHAH A B

'forren’ 1 e1ef Bl B S T 3OS 98 g
off =is, free IR o oafr e @ ST = 21
ITH! T8 TH31 W& wgd dig el Sl @ 3R o% sd
S B WA YT § A SEehl g8 yefa e’
e S|

3 & el @ 1@ affaenRr e’ &
MR R & fohe 7w B foramer & el o TS
g TR 9gd & S wA o #) fomnefia = gr
I8 9IH a1t 9l & W 9 3ot e’ @ aa
Jdl B R | A W e S1HEe S g
? oifehe 39 R 9gd & Iy gy 8| fen § oA
IR @M & fou =afeq 76 Sdsmmet & aR H
g1 g el @ q91 9 SHH T STa quleH
SO YAl &l €1 39 YRR foman’ safa § weon
TS @St SEER 3= Hd 21 HmEd aun gl
(1953) 9 it 38 ymifora feren ©1 wfe §1950%
@rsft Yuited & forg o= w1 werfiyerar feon 21 =i
i Forman iR gerer foramen & <= oft ofae wran
21 orafer Toaman =% ameRe | wiel % ufd
A % TR ¥ atd 2

‘o’ fommeral W e Sueifew § wERg
Tl ?1 e et fomman @ sifuss el fomman 9
ST T ¥ e @ S S e w wd @
o wed € fe Cenfamer @ @, fgeEr
gaiteE"!, afomm ', et SR ¢ srmee T e
T8 92 g v €1 29 H v © fen § gun &
fau ‘wd e sfvem’ 9 wdwa foa’ &
S & gN d=dl H e’ w1 'R §e &
HTHT B o Thel B Wkl 2

W A FIEHH T I ahAh SR &
Y T TeE B AZ-AS wSll bl S % IR H s
ST Bt 1 9 o THe Ty v off e 21 3
T ‘e’ we ‘Suafsd’ T g 9 I8 gU a9
T g W el q@ 2

fov § T W AR B A § WA @
frse a=al qen fa™ ¥ ofed @ i fawe &t
TEI9N | Siigd & fou ts Hewyel sum € o s
‘I’ ot ggfd 3= Skt SN 3 fow I
IAERT F Giaumw Iqeed &g S| qHt St
foerfad IR &1 TR WA WHR & b
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Ut dem #e A (1964)),
fagfem (1968) e T (1968)
J | qen A (1964) TG T
formEn’ Bt uRerer ¥ ST Henfa
SIS B W den ’Wo(1964) B
SR e’ 1 wefhes foreme™
% ol o G USEMl S Gehdl
2, 59 9 AW W AR H T
TS o SNl HI Thel Y ©
qq 3k IR H AfE T sifrm
S 1 g8 W e

ATl B TR de a1 37
YR qa1 T8 STl & ufa
HTcHeh TTdishal Hidl ¢ aEferh
(1965) = ‘fosmen’ &t 9Rwer-
SRR $TYE & Ui Gard,
ToF ST I HWHSH hHi TEA
SITAETT a2 3 i T TRl H
Qe i &md & &9 § 4 2

Livson (1967) & STI8R-
"Curiosity is a tendency or motive
to aquare or transform
information under circumstances
that offer no immediate adaptive

value for such activity". feTer&=
H Ige IR e’ i
Tk §Ed € TSl Ui ?)

virer-|Tfee
‘o’ @ e Sie-steseE
IRd H 9gd & HH g T oA
e fokenl & gu &1 @i qen =
(1964) = ‘fo=mma’ =t A= &
fau =l Wem o qEil i
@ F T R o
Wofaes faarea & a=4i & gW
IR SER T 9= S Gkl 2

O e B A (1964) , Tl
(1968) @l fRT (1968) 7 HD
TEl GeNE % G A a1 °
S WO 1 wE TR R

ARG IRy § 4t TSia FAR
(1989) 3 ===t &t ‘fomansti =
FeEE fea 3R 98 um fw
‘fo=man’ & @1 gfg iR famrda
IqIfeyl 1 TACHS He-HaY
g ?1 s=i ‘fmar @ wa
T *q T A9 1 fasr of
foparn ®1

9 (1988) = o ‘fosman’ @
Gt viie fopen ok wen fommen
et w1 fmfor o feam s=in
I vy H fommEn e difern
ITAfsy B TWER ¥AcHS Ge-dae
| 39 sifafiea =i sH, fan
Jon iftenieh geqfd @1 i
‘T & WY S TE-Hay
TR T, "W uE A (2010)
oIl HAR (2012) 7 T AT
o fommar qen sifaes Suetfeu,
foiv, wiienfier STareRur 1 g
He-9ay qr|

IIEr T Sevd

Ig I HEA fh d=dl &l
S s 9fg R, 99 e
woifa @ fasifa e & = e

I LT T WG
TR WY TAA FeIfohd ®9
T Heayol #-
goi H e’ & e
g fo=me™ o Teorm g SieH i
TS 1 GHEE R 51 wehdn
T T st R el SucAfsy

& TR H Ih HE H Aeg T
Tehdl 8, Then R & e
¥ gfg ¥ weam urw fwar =
ehar & qen fen W % Sfua
TR B WIS T S el 2

JechedT-

(A ) TIET=T TTRFHTT:

(%) f5smn @1 gfg & @™
YT He-HaY Bl Bl
=g foem & o= § =
e & a=at &1 sTaen
qfg afus et 2

(@) foam@r &1 fan = @
UIcHF  WE-SaY Bl T
fam & ofguR == i
e § @ e 2

(B ) fafire graetear:

(%) S=a @R fre foman oqe
% o=l w g WA
Hefeh HaT Bl 2

(@) @gH R afw w
e d @ g R

(1) SnfEEr iR TR-ariEd s
1 fS=me o e g 2

fafa-

qfaeyi- T&a WY 3 ARE@US
T & U o | 400 fomme=
BE B AT ST W AT
foran T 3 s=9 10-12 99 & &)

IITer SUHIUT-

() AfKEG IO G

(@) face HfEfad e (.
Hww) &< Tu=Ro- €.
TSfe |/AR (3TEE) §R
fafta
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(1) wqE qfg TALT (SINH.TST W

fafda)
T USA1  Tavevol 7q ST ifesh! grafe
3 T S urieR] w1 WieT SR e faee
FrepTer, A-Ther & onf gfmfed 21

faverwoT

IR G enfeardt o TR enfeardt s W fheg
FREAGE Thel 1 Yga fhan 7 yfasst & et
% IR W JAd IgAiel § IR (I=9aH oA
Jfaerd) den yerq wgeist 9 e (Freaw T=ig
Hfae) % THE H HAM: Soo S 9ug v e
e w8 &t w9 & W s I B wgsl |
Qi TUAT & STTHR W JASA 1 GE&AT 40 T
160 F=ifta g2

T I TRl R G qfG T 1 FeRR fRa
T A TRl % WTEdiRl 1 fa@ul & HemEe
YHITUTeR fo=ier sl qoicas e T8 -31qurd
= wifolt gen-1 § afefa 2

"RV q&Tr-1:
ool ISTTeT Ta 7 FTar @98 & "HE Jhe
TRISTIT UT WTEATHI T JoATIAd SHETTTT

auE @ TETEE W1, e 2-arqurd ardwar
&7 AT

3= TS 40
fre=1 fosmn 160

I Aol wifefi-1 # 1 € Wl & qfg wWa
Wdlehl & qoicHeh foeeq § T g Wi § f
=3 e g & FhgWiev Wil 1 qEEE
162.28 qer =1 fSITET ¥ <1 HEd M 102.5 9w
B3 81 - S (12.90) .01 T R HHH T &Y
Y faveeia 21 31: € Weheud &1 $vd 3R fe
oo wgel & =l & 9fg TR o favasia o=
B ¥ HeT YA gE

I Wrehoul Tfd Y T off R wel @ik
il 1 formman o o=R g 21 Faega HgfEfae

162.26  28.15 59.76 12.90 .01

102.50  16.29

hel, 100 TEh! T 100 SISkl W Hagd fhan T
T S 9% & gUh-gUeh T’ gl g
T HEAAM, YA faged den & U o

qoTeaes Tee T e fo @fon-2 w3
S Hehal B

qIRI qEr-2:
qeTTIHE ST
TqE @I WA WIS, TR 21-orqurd arelnar
BT =T
FTfeemst
Aqgh 50 112.82  20.67 1.97 0.83 NS
FTfeemst
aefral 50 110.85 2022
R-afeErd
SEED 50 166.28 28.85 3.73 117 NS
- st
defral 50 16255 26.24

NS= Not Significant

Ig I T TR oTfearet dewl ud agfhRdl &
T &% ae 1.97 T IR-STfEarl wgehi qe
TSRl % HEAHM % o= =R Had 3.73 € 991 A
AU 0.83 W 1.17 €, S feorvaeaar & fere ot
W W s = 2

TRV TEIT-3%
STfaTET T R-SfAaTal GHg T TLIAI,
qaTioTe: farererT ud 21 STqard
TqE e mEEE WiE @-srguia areler
anfeamel 100 139.55  23.89  0.86 NS
W oemfeamd 100 13670 23.21

NS= Not Significant

IRt H&A-3 % qOHE foeed ¥ 98 T
gl © T onfeareh wqe 1 fS=man g 139.55
dom TR enfEarEt #1 136.79 B ST I U T
86 & W faveediaa & fedt off @@ W wed=w
wHIfoT & B 2

Jsaifcaran
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virer giomH

1. gfg &1 'R 3I=a S
g ¥ = e wgE
# e § 9 R

2. WEh TE AAgiRdl & d=
foram =R ° &8 fovaga
T T R

3. oTfeardt us TR-enfeard agg
7 off e «) | +E
R AR @ q= T
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g: IMehea =
(dT, 8.3.19)

ST, STEAURIT |E

WY Aehed S (1. 8.3.19)
SUIgEET: YeradE et arsten v | 3fd gEgh: |

HAANET AYIRGUERSH T AR Fadl
yfaueafieey. ‘e - - sE et Iadd,
LRIt RC I IR e b2 A | PEA R IO IMIPEI T
savigdaififa | sifraggaafy aviaams awe
YT ITSTHcH Ag-gaaififa | @ qwr =g’
TSRS UNCRTae-Y: | 38 93 rgyed-= |
TITFZRIHG T ITehRedTd qeTaTd | STt oy ?
TRl | e g 7 g @ 5l

MY WE:  GASTER | 9 S Agde
ST 31 AT, ST Tegadd | AR Al TR
T YT, a ua R | qen e gl

forard | aIfe UqERTgg f-a erd dfe et T, 3t
T e, e qugEHgN: defd | od
‘i, g, a3t diters e g et |
s eAidgyaea:’t garg e9l. 3fd
TEETEg At |

‘=1 3l e gu FER: qEa TN Uik foheg o
s IR T FRaRrAd ot forfaan 7
AT YE WU &Y a4 Aamugsd fafad
‘sqifreaggarafy auienTE™E IFRE ATEH ST,
FHE Tl || AYTq aUieHTHRERT FAHUSAE
sfieiferc et g ferfady |

g s, sfa g gi'e gfa e W sfa
TeEggfadald | ¥1d ta qq g3 - enfeveearataat
e foeenfa| s goreamfa Tefeq @ ‘aEe’
SN WFEY: T STeaHTId | 3T AT Had,  Aaviga sl
;5 Al T T I IR TR IHH A W1 |
I a wd Tl f2 werTsrER w qwn e g
TENT: Fdl: | 39 T UGERHRERS AT e faum
T T’ B e @9 |

Ifq TRTEATHFRE TR @9: S gA0 Haaie
AT : ¥ | == 3 A GhRArIsy
faefiera formg aomg FaTy & 3o TIH 99 w4 fd | o

AT UHTETITGY ThTE 34 Sl Fdedid,
U reTEmry: gdd | AR e
3 gIn FifuadERaErEEg diTisHT T gafq,
Alencl=dAHa- el eqdi=diza«dl: AleneHdA \S‘I{‘lfql('u
gedEdaed wafd  de=afat Aavigal a1 TERl aeRed
Tad FCUG AGEd TTIIS T TR IMeherd Hafd | Imehersd
T gfer FHUAA =1 7 Al 3 fsen: wafd |
Trpda: =reAEmE aE Ty e
gfa g3 ‘T s g’ ot ‘afn serggfdat
Tl e o7, Uy SRy il e gt g
Tycared Awgifadifada 9w gae gt Faan
sty T For g srpafieg wepter e’
I WAl | 72 F2d F81 “HYE ST aETa vl
T q SFUTEETE: | W STE AYEe SR
‘gfer T 3f gEsulgr Afe | o1 wa o et
TG, AT TG T FAES o AN g

waE U’ e gra J vatd |

gafugd @gyae 9 yadd | Fd: WEHSFFEd
TFATAIIAR Y, AT IR AR
Ifg ‘e’ we A fFd ae W o= = 1 gt
T : TSI | ZeoHd el 2fd qerdTe
‘T@’  fawd  geETgErRUly  sEuiqd T
AYGTAIHRERT ShaTafd: ¥Ied vam Aqde’
“qaTRI: S ATETEY T |

yrqaga sty zfa gurasauewm we wawaATE
NEhR: gerd+Hd sid F2 aehreiE ud 3]
TGV BETHTE | FAId: FHRISY JeATeR T3 | SAdisa
FERREAT 7 afd | e Teqeed g AN g g Sfer anfar
a1’ zfa foe ga w2 ot ararEl amaE FAR fE e
forarel | o watuer ot faumr ‘gardt’ aon ‘gegan wsat
vaRrd | 39T wreaET “qHTEE s ‘Wifdu deTg tead
gl ATfciah TUTe Ie2rl STarfd qen gueaeyd faam feetmr
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aafd, a9 39T ‘gafta’ fq w9
feqerd | ‘gafa’ sfa arged &Il
ST dral: g A9 fog go:
T3Frd Qe qq W |t foremrs e |
for=: watwer wafd | 3o ‘gara) 3fa
w9 fwad | ‘gaq e i’
Seg AR Fid g+t gt et
JENE ATEE A gA
TR Fe | AT g g T
FEREAIT:  gfaudd | araisha
YR (o A1kl 9eid |

313 ‘garfa’ 3fa varmag amarE fog,
gt farfed: doem fag uer: #uaa
%ﬁ‘s\%w g S
Foafd Ied afg 6y g Ficad
=7 forearat ‘gaa) zfomrerae
JHER ‘TFAl: YRS F G
‘T wgt wiowafd | 31d g forg e
7 foum o v T |

faq gemgva wgagafa aq

AT e, Aq: TTfEg arE T
vafd | 3eo fog-fAfiasmasre @
a9 wadifa T |

Ifg gy wrgerd 7, | T
zfd @ carfagaee g ofy
fog e @ dfer st e
gaturafaganrfa | da1 Aarraas:
aTeafd o3 9 wera. 3fd g
yaferafasafa vem wror aeg formg
gegge grfaufewdt  faamm |
TqTiHaguTEE fuuws yafq a9
TgE FmEAt fadw: | uargsh
Tefoeeas i |

fgd™ &R, ‘9 wara’ g3
EIUS Yasi: 3fd aRHEHE:
Te e | valsfor wenfiagyEe
fig: q33 wafs 73 =@ W
TUGEAT SIS W= () wafd |

3191 4 4 foreiead Heat ashra e
mife: Eererd qq fo (9) vene

Jerg+7 31 Tt ‘e =nafer gfa
TV SRR 19: o W ¢ UAHe
IMET FHTETG AETFR: FAI Tq,
FERAIT wHded fedatae (grdl:
TR SATHE 9 A ) TTHagHEl
fersafa | smenfy wifeg s Jon
faafifasase @i w9
e forerrre = wfagsTeEET
fopard adra gera+adita i | feerm
‘e IReTE 3t g et
7 Tenfrrergyat wiesafa | afomrar
IR 1Y Ud 7 Al fq aar AfE,

T | 1= I AR
TagaE e 3Fd | 2T
eIy e | 31d ud HEHE
TAEAAT UIHH,  UdA SiTHTET
FeAtulsa gaft gegurean | fwa
Tty s geraear-
fogam famef: sl
FETHATGERYT fUrea: gawig,
vafa | fafomrse = fasfag Fisa@t
fafyfdfa wderamma: | e 4
‘gerq eI AT JeEEad |
FHEATITIE TG SATER [Gam

T afn wETge: # ATEvE ¢
TET: AT THEEEEfE @i
wEeFe’ Ifa gIem aust
Furfewy, Aurfed w1 wda
wqrfaggural 9 wafa) adl
fg ‘gdnfag 7 wnfiag’ sfa fem
a3 fe wafa | ddendfa’ gfd

geTaen  fafy.  werafafa.
TATAIFREHTIE: T e, g
fdad | faseda: ug=mEgg-
Trafafadt FwHed TATHagHTEt |
T | 3o FHATEAE THRATTET -

F1 TSI IR FY, aqFted

T e YETg FehRelIq: Tead |

AAMATE: gUIER Ig ATEg
IO EECCICIEEBIERIEIDIT]
qrag IR eTdcd Tl | g
qT9E, YgTded AETHTd q1Eq.
fuygfrda  afawfa) =
yeaHIggagraf-afadt wdsd g
wenTfagTE o wafd | 21 e
e FER TEAcATHETEIE | 3o
TfAacaf g™ geT=acaTTa -
I | 3o wTfHaca iy use
YaT=dcdIT=aET ST UcdTd,  dUT
P IR IEUDID RS ECICIELDE
SEvIEE, AYET e e
afd aR qaracas wfasafa o
FEHR YacaqH did wTHaEe
AR AT, TTHEg e
oferertd |

e e g
fd I A9 9l q\a Ad g B
gfgsafa | afemma: Tonfragara
gfesafas I3 FdggEwa sty
FFIeftaa wfasafa ) sfa ad
TIETTGFITS T8y |
gHiguaa Ty gafq

gegg+RAT 3fd TR TefHaqyTa-
fend ‘9 vara.” gaer ygfada
vafa | sreat feydt ‘gaa] 3fa
e et et wenfragumEt
wfersafa qa1 ‘gere e Jedse |
yfersfa qern g Yedcad iy 34,
7S] FHR YSided A9 9fasd qa1
S e 3t gAv A
ITfeRe = 9t | g afq gasten
‘afe’ e & yisEm Y
AL FITA  gaTfa  HHATIAT:
‘geafaga 7 onfraq )’ srerfq
J wafa  gfd Fadam wenfiagyma-
e wfgefa | afomd-sfefafa-
yfwfafaasveca ‘gaa’ @@
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afeeafd | daherEEUT TR
yifadafa | ged aFERATIERoT™
3 “Afsr yergaded eIl
ST |

Jfg ed I dewa g Surfeehi|
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Arbiters for
Social Justice
in India

Dr. Ritesh Kumar

Social Justice means the idea of an awakened
social conscience. It is not possible to achieve the
idea of social justice without adequate support
and co-operation of the awakened social
conscience. The term Social Justice in course of
its evolution has come to acquire multifarious
connotations. Some regarded it as synonymous
with egalitarian society , yet others as socialism,
other with welfare state. The Gandhians equate
it with social sarvodaya, Ambedkarites with
social democracy. Implicit in the concept of social
justice is the necessity of safeguarding the rights
and amenities of the minorities and uplifting of
the socially backward classes or the dalit by the
ways of socio-economic services of them or by
way of democratic politics.

The Buddha was the first great social justice
seeker and reformer of the old Indian Brahman
dominated social system. He was first Indian who
raised his voice against caste distinctions, social
injustice and intellectual slavery. It is no wonder,
that people from different walks of life were
attracted to the “New Dhamma”. Both Hinyana
and Mahayana criticize the hindu caste system.!
A Buddist has no caste and he is free from the
social restriction imposed by the hindu low of
Manu and others. Buddhism has a place for
everyone without any distinction of race or
colour. This feature of Buddhism containg
elements of social justice was responsible for it’s
spread in countries of Asia in olden days .Pre-
Buddhist period ,The period was one of the
spiritual dryness ? where truth hardened into
tradition and morality stiffened into routine life

became a series of observances the mind of man
moved within the iron circle of prescribed
ceremonialism.

The brahmanical religion, as it developed in
its distorted from made India a land of special
privileges for the few by virtue of their birth.>The
caste system, whatever be its origin, has been their
support and stronghold. The existence of the
untouchable was the curse thereof. Manu laid
down the law that women could have no liberty
and classed them among the Shudras. Shutting
both out from knowledge and thus reducing them
to sub-human status. We have many voices of
dissent and protest in the Indian society since later
vedic ages. “The Lokayatas, Ajivikas and Charvaks
representing skepticism and materialism were
among the earliest rebels and dissenters. Later on
social justice codes of life of Buddha was adopted
by Emperor Ashoka. He consciously sought to
follow rational spirit of Dhamma and even made
it more broad-based for the governance of his vast
empire comprised of multiple groups.

The question of social justice was adopated
by Shrikrishna too.” Krishna has given us the
highest philosophy of both our individual and
composite social life. In his teaching India has
found the secrets of her nation building and a
synthesis of all our outer difference and conflicts
of diverse races and communities and confusions
of her numerous cults, culture, religion,
philosophy.

Medieval Indian saints quest for the social
justice is clearly discernible in their teachings who
came from different parts of the country and from
all strata of society in medieval India.® The saints-
Guru Nanak, Chaitanya, Kabir, Janeshwar,
Namdev, Tukaram were prophets and pioneers
of social and religious freedom. With bhakti
Saints, the Bhakti movements did not remain
merely a religious movement, it became movement
for social changes: it revolted against all social
evils, caste system, untouchability and all other
invidious distinctions between man and man and
women. Kabir preached to foster harmony
between man and man, between Hinduism and
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Islam, he was exteremly critical
of gross inequalities and social
injustice practiced by both
Hindu and Muslim.” Akbar is
the greatest gift of medieval
India who strove for social
justice at his best, he desired to
see various socio religious
communities in his empire co-
exist peacefully and bring the
common folks into purposive
union with one another.?
Amartya Sen hails Akbar as the
real originator for secular social
justice.” The question of social
justice was similarly evident in
the state policy of Shivaji, never
allowed religious consideration
to affect his state policy
ensuring his secular outlook as
did by Maharaja Ranjit Singh
later.

Modern Indian reformers
were all seekers of social justice,
their whole effort is popularly
known as Indian Renaissance.
They based their reforms on
old Indian way of life with a
new meaning in the light of
Western cultural movements.
The philosophical of all reform
movement in the 19" century
India, be it the Brahmo Samaj
of Rajarammohan Roy, the
Arya Samaj of Swami Dayanand
Sarswati, the Theosophical
movement of India headed by
Annie Besant or the Ramakrishna
Mission of Swami Vivekanand
are to be found in the ancient

Indian Scriptures. Even the
Satyashodhak  Samaj  of
Mahatama Jotirao Phule, though
it rejected the entire Aryan
heritage, invoked ancient
Indian myth of Baliraja in
support of the low caste protest
movement.!” Rammohan Roy
faith rightly remarked, He was
totally against any useless
religious restraints coming in
the way of worldy affires
and ridiculed all the religious
taboos concerning caste, food,
marriage and worship. He
wanted that Shudras to be
permitted to read Vedanta in
translation too argued a
Brahmans should not be
considered a Brahmans simply
because of his jati or verna ; he
must also be a brahmanistha
did great advocacy for inter-
caste-marriage and inter-
communal-marriage. The time-
honoured practice of sati finally
succeeded in securing its abolition
has been of great contribution
of Rammohan Roy.

Mahatma Gandhi in recent
time advocated and practiced
non-violence on a national
scale and showed its capacity
to solve world problem
based on social justice.
Mahatma Gandhi held that true
law is Shatam Pratyapi Satyam
(Truth even up to wicked).
For Dr.B.R.Ambedkar, The
Dhamma is fundamentally

>
>
>
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and essentially social justice,
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar’s sense of
Indian Independence were
actually involved in formulating
the principles of state policy
with a view to securing social
justice to all of their countrymen.
Social Justice still awaits to be
analyzed in more details to
give an appropriate answer to
many of present problems of
social justice.
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Changing Role of
Museums

Nazmeen A.H. Anam

Museum is a cultural data bank which
comprises of material remains of the past.
According to the various definitions, it is a non-
profit making permanent organization. It is
essentially a cultural interpretation centre, which
provides scope for spread of knowledge. Artefacts
in the showcases which do not know the
boundaries of language can provide ample
information about culture.

Although Museum was considered as the
citadel of learning from the beginning of its
inception, it was open only for the people of the
royal house and scholars. The common people did
not have access to it. The potentiality of the
artefacts behind the glass cases has only been
realised gradually. Earlier a class of people
thronged to the museum to satisfy their curiosity,
where aesthetic value was the prime concern. But,
today the role of museum has changed; emphasis
is laid to gather information on historical
connection of the artefacts, which may lead to new
discoveries. An object or an image in a museum
gallery remind us the period of its creation, the
artist who created it and the environment; but it
is not so, when we observe it outside the four
walls of a museum. Our approach towards the
object makes all the difference.

The function of Museums as treasure troves
of the past for providing aesthetic values has been
extended. The static nature of exhibits is being
replaced by dynamic functions. In a museum, the
simplicity of an object is lost as soon as it is
labelled and digitised. When a visitor visualise
an exhibit, a kind of learning environment is
created, which enables him or her to react with
the object through the media of seeing and

hearing. The consequence of such a series of
reactions gives birth to a situation, where one can
fill up the missing links. The adoption of digital
technology in exhibits, transforms onlookers to
participant visitors.

Display in museum is now considered a very
important part. Comprehensive and distinct
labels with proper lighting and the immediate
environment in the showcase of a museum,
attracts the visitors or learners. It is expected that
the museums exhibits to have error-free labels.
Because, no teaching - learning material
accompanies the exhibits, nor there is any
compulsory curriculum. Display should be such
that, it motivates the learner. Education in a
museum is a spontaneous process between the
objects and the visitors. There is tremendous
change in the role of museums. Earlier the
artefacts remained unfocused within the glass
shelves in a museum.

Role of museum have changed. The
watchword “Look but do not touch” is over now.
Great impetus is given in the educational role of
museum. The static exhibits are turned into
potential information items, provided there is
interaction between the visitors and exhibits.
Museum education is non formal education.
Museums provides a learning situation, in which
the visitors imbibe knowledge.

Museums serve as stimulation of brain and
at the same time it provides a joyful experience.
The most important part of museum is the
exhibition which should be appealing to the
visitors. Displaying the objects in proper heights
and lights with distinct labels and specific
information is essential to attract visitors and
motivate them in the process of learning. Museum
exhibition is favoured when the scale of objects
and display spaces have a proper relationship.
Some objects are best viewed at eye levels or when
hung high. Again, small objects in a large show
case get lost. If large and tall objects are displayed
in narrow corridor or crowded gallery, it will
cause strain to the visitors. That is why the scale
and size of artefacts and the distance of viewing
should be well co-ordinated. Pleasing colour
combination is very important in museum
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display, because it is required
to accentuate the objects not the
background. Therefore, the
pleasant colour combination is
welcomed, not the loud ones.
The arrangement of objects
should be such that, it is in
harmony with the size and type
of showcases. Textiles can be
displayed in horizontal rods in
show cases. The purpose of
motivating viewers can be well
be done by proper display. A
gallery full of dioramas is an
unpleasant arrangement. A few
exhibits in solitary pedestals,
some objects in rectangular or
square blocks in a showcase, a
few dioramas and some
cabinets (less height) for
displaying coins and jewellery
are considered ideal type of
display. Informative materials
like maps, photographs, charts,
folder etc. can be displayed in
the corner to give a proper
orientation. Techniques of
exhibition keep on changing to
be at par with the changing
roles of museums.

The concept of interactive
museum has been adopted in
many advanced museums. The
static objects are now digitized
with the push of a button,
where one can know volumes
about the exhibits. Lots of
information of the artefacts, like
the socio-cultural environment,
its origin etc. can be derived. In
the galleries of science and
natural history, the modern
museum uses replicas, graphics,
animated sound etc. for proper
representation of the theme. To
meet the actual purpose of
museums, it has certain roles to
perform. For educational
exhibition, a theme may be
selected like traditional musical
instrument of an ethnic group

or weaving. The interpretation
of the exhibition may be
enhanced by engaging artisans
or weavers to weave in their
looms. The theme can be more
accentuated by depicting the
different stages of making
yarns, dying and its various
uses. Such exhibitions are very
much effective in dissemination
of knowledge and at the same
time providing some amusement.

Cultural diversity, cultural
identity, human rights,
reconciliation, environmental
awareness have all become
important aspect of the museums
focus. These changes call
to be constantly engaged in
consultation with communities.
Museum exhibition must
become vehicles for dialogue
rather than narrow narrations
by museum experts (Simpson,
Moira).

Bringing museums to the
community has become an
important agenda at present.
Publicity of museum programmes
through museum calendars
should reach the educational
institutions and the media in
advance to ensure participation
of visitors. A very effective
mode of museum education
programme is the guided tour
assisted by a museum staff.
Prior to visitors interaction with
the exhibits, an experienced
guide should brief the visitors
with a introductory note of the
programme. Digitisation of
museum artefacts has brought
a tremendous change in the
whole scenario. Visitors can
collect information in depth
through this technology. But
most of the museums are still
lagging behind. They are yet to
develop these new technologies.

0’0 0’0 0’0

In the past as well as in the
present, museums are serving
to preserve and conserve a
community’s natural heritage.
They are also playing a key role
in developing a sense of
identity for the area in which
they are located. In some
communities, where tourism is
an integral part of the local
economy, museums can act as
magnets to attract tourist.

The museums of yore,
where only royal and selected
peoplehad access toit, had been
now replaced by museums
where community participation
is of utmost importance. The
new role of museums have
helped to foster a sense of
local pride and belonging
which have traditional cultural
values. Now,people can find
the change and continuity
within the local area and can
explore their community’s
roots. Museums are cultural
interpretation centre, which
should lay emphasis on cultural
development, and thereby
educating the mass. Proper co-
ordination between museum
educational institutions and
communities should be such
that, it imparts a sense of
understanding a nation, its
history, resources and cultures.
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A Discussion of
Professor Lord
Colin Renfrew’s
Lectures held on
the Occasion of
Archaeological
Survey of India’s
150" Anniversary
Celebrations

Ajay Pratap

I was privileged to be invited to the above
lectures by the Archaeological Survey of India
which in 2012 is celebrating its 150th year of
founding. In this article I have tried to discuss
and give a summary of the main points raised in
the lectures!. Professor Lord Colin Renfrew is
Emeritus Disney Professor of Archaeology,
Department of Archaeology, University of
Cambridge, and the Founder and Senior Fellow
of the McDonald Institute of Archaeology,
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.

Public Lecture | - Towards a World
Prehistory - Delivered on 15th
December 2011

The subtitle of this first of the series of public
lectures delivered by Lord Colin Renfrew, as

curtain-raiser for the aforesaid 150th anniversary
(1861-2011) of the Archaeological Survey of India

was: What Have We learnt in 150 years? We learn
first that in December 1861, the Archaeological
Survey of India (henceforth the ASI, the preferred
acronym for it given by Indian archaeologists and
the interested public), that it was founded by Sir
Alexander Cunningham, which explains the
timing of this series of lectures. Lord Renfrew
suggested, as an introduction that the plan for the
two lectures, was to address centrally three issues:
Cognition, Archaeology and Language.

He suggested that in his view the role of the
ASI in conserving archaeological sites and
monuments has been very good. However, he
also suggested that as much of the Indian past is
indeed prehistoric, that further effort in its
conservation was necessary. However, as the ASI
was founded in 1861, and has been working at its
job of conserving the Indian Heritage very well,
we must also remember that indeed such an
agency was founded in Britain only much later
than the date of the ASI being founded in India.
To substantiate this point relevant slides of Sir
Alexander Cunningham (The First Surveyor
General) and Sir John Marshall (the First Director-
General), were shown by him accompanied by
peals of laughter where appropriate from the
public as Professor Renfrew went about showing
their own evolution from childhood, maturity, to
the old age.

Speaking then about the very last British
Director-General of the ASI, Sir Mortimer
Wheeler, and his very famous work Archaeology
from the Earth, Lord Renfrew suggested, that in
this book of his Sir Wheeler has spelled out very
precisely his approaches to chronology,
stratigraphy and layout of excavations. That is
his very famous Grid Square Method of
excavation which he himself learnt from General
Sir Pitt-Rivers was and is still used widely in
India, as well as, was used by Lord Renfrew
himself, in his excavations on the Island of Keros,
Greece.

However, and speaking of the origin and the
evolution of archaeology, more generally, he
commented that before the rise of archaeology as
a modern scientific discipline, there was a time
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preceding it, when absolutely
nobody believed in anything
but a divine origin of this earth.
The British Archbishop Ussher
had calculated that according to
the Book of Genesis the earth
was created on the 23rd of
October, in 4004 B.C. This idea
was firmly believed in by the
public until the writing of
Charles Darwin’s The Origin of
Species in 1859, and its much
later publication, in 1871. The
nail in the coffin to the divine
origin theory of the earth was
provided by Charles Darwin’s
next work The Descent of Man.

It was through such a
process that the theory of the
evolution of humans on this
planet was first outlined.
The current understanding of
human evolution 1is the
earliest of human ancestors,
are now broadly called
hominins (emphasis mine). In
my view this was a point of
significant departure in this
lecture. The lecture then
moved to a brief discussion by
Lord Renfrew of the status
of human origins research
in world prehistory. Homo
autralopithecus zinjanthropus
(also fondly called as the Zinj),
Homo habilis, Homo erectus,
Homo neanderthalensis and
the Cro magnon man were
human ancestors, who preceded
the Homo sapien sapiens, the
modern man in the evolutionary
ladder. Professor Lord Renfrew
then explained that except for
the modern humans, all the
other human ancestors, have
been together technically
named as Hominins: the earlier
ones more monkey-like are
hominoids, the later ones more
human-like are called hominids.

This brought Lord
Renfrew’s first lecture to the
very historical turn, where the
colonial period geologist Mr.
Robert Bruce-Foote found the
very first Acheulean (or Lower
Palaeolithic) Tools in India,
some hand-axes, at Pallavaram,
Madras which squarely pushed
back the antiquity of humans on
the Indian subcontinent by
several Lakhs of years. It was
left to a very much later Yale-
Cambridge Expedition in
which elsewhere in India were
found very much cruder tools
of the lower Palaeolithic, called
chopper-chopping tools, such
as the very famous Soanian
Chopper-Chopping  Tool
Complex, which although also
of the Lower Palaeolithic, are
different from the Pallavaram
Industry since the Soanian
Industry have parts of the
parent rock called the cortex or
core still attached with them,
whereas the Lower Palaeolithic
hand-axes of Pallavaram
Tradition are sans such crudery
and are very elegant to behold,
with little or no core or cortex
present on them.

Discussing contemporary
prehistoric ~ research  of
significance in India, Lord
Renfrew, here, turned to
discussing the recent researches
of Dr. Shanti Pappu, an Indian
Archaeologist, who has,
through her recent excavations
at the site of Attirampakkam (in
Tamil Nadu), has discovered
Acheulean Tools, of the hand-
axe tradition, which have been
dated to 1.5 MYA (Pappu
et al. 2011). To explain the
significance of her discoveries
he prefaced his discussion of
her findings by giving the

broader canvas of human
origins research in the global
context. He suggested that
archaeologists researching
world prehistory have shown

To indicate the significance
of her excavations of a Palaeolithic
floor at the Attirampakkam site,
which has yielded Acheulean
tools dated to 1.5 MYA, he
prefaced the discussion of her
findings, by pointing to the
broader canvas of human origins
research in the global context.

He suggested that
archaeologists researching
world prehistory have shown
that it was the Homo erectus
ancestor, who migrated out of
Africa, to populate the rest of
the world. The timeline for his
existenceis1.3to 1.8 MYAZ?. The
date for the Acheulean strata at
Attirampakkam has been set at
1.5 MYA, using the cosmic-ray
exposure dating method
(Pappu et al. 2011). It is,
therefore, indeed true that it
was the Homo erectus hominin
wholived at the Attirampakkam.

At this juncture, Lord
Renfrew showed us some slides
of the footprints of Homo
australopithecus zinjanthropus,
the first hominin, which was
first discovered by Mary
Leakey at Laetoli, in Tanzania,
and which appeared to be the
footprints of a bi-pedal gaited
hominin. These as they
appeared in this slide were the
foot-prints, some ten such
marks in all, of one individual
hominoid, which were sort of
crunched into the ground onto
a slatish coloured substance
which is Volcanic-Ash: by
archaeological standards surely
a most freakish, but a most
marvellous discovery?®.
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As until this point the
Zinjanthropus ancestor and the
Erectus ancestor had been
discussed, and Habilis the
intervening hominoid had been
skipped-over completely as if
this intervening ancestor was of
no consequence in human
evolutionary sequence, to my
mind that omission begged the
question: where does Homo
habilis come in? But that is
another story. And why indeed
did Professor Lord Renfrew just
gloss-over the Homo habilis
ancestor?

As almost two months have
elapsed since this lectures and
indeed I have had some time to
think over this issue and here
therefore are my thoughts on
this issue. According to the
Wikipedia* this Homo habilis
ancestor intervening between
the Zinj and the Erectus, is said
to have existed between the
dates 2.3 to 1.4 MYA. In the light
of this overlap of a 100, 000
years between the habilis and
the erectus ancestors’ existence
on this earth is it thus not
possible that the Homo habilis
and the Homo erectus ancestors
inter-bred, just like the Homo
neanderthalensis and Archaic
Homo sapiens did? And,
further besides inter-breeding
the erectus ancestor also
competed with the habilis for
the same resources and then
subsequently competed them
out, just like the Archaic Homo
sapiens did the Homo
neanderthalensis? Thus and
having seen ample slides
shown by Lord Renfrew of the
Attirampakkam’s excavated
depths and layers (see also
Pappu et al, 2011, pp. 1596-7),
and of its Acheulean Tools,

which are of various and very
delightful colours, and very
symmetrical too, and mainly of
the Hand-Axe tradition similar
to those which earlier were
located by R.B. Foote (also
shown by Professor Renfrew),
one begins to wonder if the
Attirampakkam Site was
populated by the Homo habilis
or the Homo erectus hominid?
Or both? This hypothesis needs
to be tested.

Here in the interest of the
general readership it is worth
mentioning that the dates
(according to various pages of
the Wikipedia relevant to early
hominins) of Zinj, Habilis,
Erectus, Neanderthal, Cro-
magnon, Archaic Homo
sapiens, and Homo sapiens
sapiens, all overlap to varying
degrees: Zinjanthropus (2.6 to
1.2 MYA), Homo habilis (2.3 to
1.4 MYA), Homo erectus (1.8 to
1.3 MYA), Neanderthal (800, 00
to 50,000 years ago), Cro-
magnon (35,000 BP), and
Archaic Homo sapiens 200, 000
years ago). In the opinion of this
reviewer then the human
evolutionary sequence in India
then is in need of further research
based on fossil evidence.

However, that as it was,
was after his narrative, in this
lecture, had already moved
onto Vere Gordon Childe and his
idea of the Neolithic Revolution,
or the Urban Revolution, which
brought with it, the rise of
agriculture, the first permanent
villages, and homesteads, the
domesticated species of plants
like emmer, Triticum dicoccum,
flax (teesi) Linum usitatissimum,
and einkorn, Triticum boeoticum),
and the domesticated species of
animals like Buffalos, Cows,

Horses, Sheep, Goat and other
animals (Ucko and Dimbleby,
1971), leading to the founding
of the first cities of the world,
which as it were, were mainly
to be found in and around what
Vere Gordon Childe called the
‘Fertile Crescent’, a crescent-
shaped range of mountains,
running across a few countries,
of which Turkey is the chief one,
in the West Asian territory.

Speaking further about
Childe’s concept of the
Neolithic Revolution in food
producing strategies, which
really refers to a time when
people or prehistoric societies
very gradually changed-over
from gathering food for
subsistence through hunting to
full-scale animal domestication
and agriculture, and from an
itinerant sort of settlement to
more permanent sort of
settlement-behaviour, and
leading consequently to the rise
of the first cities from the
accumulation of the surplus
production through agriculture,
the so-called urban revolution.
Professor Lord Renfrew then
argued that Vere Gordon
Childe had been entirely correct
in all respects in his explanation
of this worldwide phenomenon,
as having taken place after the
emergence of agriculture
during the Holocene, the
contemporary climatic regime’,
that is, and which follows from
the last ice-age, the Pleistocene,
ending closer to 10,000 BCE (or
Before Common Era).

Taking further this cue,
Professor Lord Renfrew also
suggested that the emergence of
writing, evidenced in the Indian
context by the rise of Brahmi
and Kharosthi scripts, in the
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Mauryan Period, as well as the
Cuneiform script of Uruk, one
of the first cities, of the West
Asian territories, neighbouring
the Fertile Crescent; is all
evidenced there as a consequence
of agricultural intensification,
accumulation of surplus,
division of society into
producing and consuming
classes, which is the appearance
of ranked society (Renfrew and
Shennan, 1982) from its
predecessor, the much bandied
egalitarian society; a term now
attracting some further
reconsideration (Panter-Brick et
al, 2001); and most urgently the
appearance of writing as a
consequence of urbanization.
What preceded writing? This
most interesting question was
left by Professor Renfrew, as a
subject to be discussed, in his
second lecture.

Speaking now of the cities
of the Indus Valley civilization,
Lord Renfrew was of the view
that this civilization arose as a
consequence of post-Pleistocene
environmental change which
facilitated agriculture and
animal domestication and
therefore led to more complex
settlement patterns, such as
urban ones and ranked societies
as are evident in the plethora of
the urban phase of the Indus
Valley Civilization.

Explaining then what
constitutes a cognitive approach
to archaeology (Renfrew 2010),
he explained how we may be
able to recover ancient systems
of thought from archaeological
material culture. He used the
example here of such objects as
the weights and measures of the
Harappan civilization. He
explained that these weights

and measures which are often
highly regarded by the public
on account of their perfect
symmetry and very aesthetic
colours are in terms of their
shapes and sizes, from the
smallest to the largest most
about an inch across, in fact in
a fixed ratio and progression
(see Renfrew 1994). Thus
leading to the undeniable
conclusion that the cognitive
ability to arrange things
according to their sizes in
relation to one another was
definitely present with the
Harappans. This is as I would
summarize this point°.

He then explained that
doing cognitive archaeology in
such a situation implies asking
this question most centrally -
What were they thinking? Thus
discussing again the Harappan
system of weights and
measures, he explained that
since units of measure were
used, this gives us a view of an
aspect of the Harappan
cognitive system which is that
issues of "how much?’ did
characterize Harappan
thinking. This example of
standardized Harappan system
of weights and measures then
also suggests the existence of a
system of exchange of goods
leading to the conclusion that
ideas of numeration and
quantification underlie
Harappan economy, indicating
that the Harappan system of
trade and exchange were fully
modern.

While showing slides of
Mohenjo Daro and its first
excavator Sir John Marshall,
Professor Colin Renfrew
implied that the issue of social
structures underlying Harappan

society could be researched
better. This, he emphasized by
showing slides of the priest king
statuette, the dancing girl
bronze statuette, the seated yogi
and so on. This in turn
suggested a dearth of iconic
materials signifying rank, such
as from Egyptian and
Mesopotamian sites, which
would have helped wus,
characterize Harappan society
and its cleavages better. The
iconic material from the Indus
valley Civilization sites
excavated thus far do not sensu
stricto depict rank (Renfrew and
Shennan, 1982).

Professor Lord Renfrew
then raised the evening’s moot
point - the explanation of
culture change which is - why
did human civilizations change
when they did? This is a
question Indian historians not
stressed amply pointing out
discontinuities and continuities
in culture in the context of
explaining culture changes from
the age of Sodasamahajanapadas
to the rise and decline of the
successive empires of the
Mauryas, Sunga, Kanva,
Kushana and the Guptas.

Moving towards
concluding this lecture then,
and to fulfilling its remit, to
discuss Cognition, Archaeology
and Language - Professor
Renfrew pointed to the
importance of the recovery of
prehistoric languages as a
worthwhile enterprise. For
clearly material culture in its
widest sense including
prehistoric paintings exist
within the matrix of prehistoric
languages now considered lost
irretrievably. However, if these
languages are by some means
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recovered then the material
cultures of prehistory,
including prehistoric art, would
make much better sense
(Malafouris and Renfrew 2010).
In the view of this reviewer this
point breathed fresh-life into
Indian Prehistory.

Speaking, then, of the origin
of Indo-Aryan languages,
Professor Renfrew raised the
problem of what languages
preceded the Indo-European
family of languages. Here the
PIE (the Proto-Indo-European)
Languages were introduced
into this debate. Here Professor
Lord Renfrew really stated
rather too vaguely the main
points of his conclusion
regarding the origin of the
Indo-Aryan Family of
languages.

It is also the opinion of this
reviewer that Professor
Renfrew’s maps and charts
showing the homeland of the
PIE family Languages as having
their postulated ‘homeland’, in
Anatolia (i.e. Turkey), and its
dispersal in various directions
from this postulated homeland,
fits in rather too conveniently
with the basic idea that if the
Neolithic Revolution took place
in Anatolia then this must also
have been the centre of the
development of the PIE. This is
simplistic. Basing as he did this
conclusion of his on his theory
of the genetic relatedness of

various languages, which is a
method in linguistics, which is
amodern-day avatar of the now
well-outdated Glottochronology
Method. The emerging picture
varied only marginally from the
one which equally Sir William
Jones (Singh, 2004) and present-
day Indian historians (Jha, 2008)
regard as the homeland of the
PIE and the IE languages as, the
region of the Russian steppes.
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11 should add here that
necessarily the text presented
here constitutes my impressions
of Professor A.C. Renfrew’s
lectures, and hence, and also
necessarily such issues of debate
arise as have here been included.
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The Relevance
of Gandhi’s
Educational

Philosophy
For the 21+
Centaury

Ranvijay Kumar

Educational Philosophy of Gandhi

Education was one of the major concern of
India nationalism and had engaged the finest
minds of the country. The Congress took up the
cause of national education in its annual session
of 1906 and in 1910, passed a resolution making
free and compulsory primary education one of
the national goals. In 1937, soon after the congress
accepted office in the provinces, Gandhi took the
initiative in elaborating a concrete educational
programme which could be implemented by the
Congress ministries.

Through his writings in the Harijan he
developed his educational ideas around the
pedagogical possibilities of handicrafts and
manual labour at the primary level, particularly
for rural India and of making such a system self-
supporting. Self-supporting feature was
important because of the paucity of funds the
Congress ministries were likely feature was
important because of the paucity of funds the
Congress ministries were likely to face especially
if they were to implement their Gandhian
programme of ‘Prohibition” (Higher Education for
meeting ‘national requirement whether in the
various industries, technical arts, belles-letters or
fire arts’, was in his view to ‘be left to private
enterprise’. ‘Question before Educational
Conference’, Harijan 2 October 1937.

Research Scholar

Basic Writings

Most of Gandhi’s important writings on
education have been compiled and edited by
Bharatan Kumarappa in two slim books, Basic
Education (1951) and Towards New Education
(1953). These writings are mostly miscellaneous,
consisting of letters, speeches, extracts from
books, and so on, but together they may be taken
to constitute a coherent philosophy of education.
The most significant single document in all of
Gandhi’s writings on education is probably the
Inaugural Address that he delivered at the
Wardha Conference of 1937.

The Agenda of
Philosophy of Gandhi

The Agenda, formulated by Gandhi,
contained four propositions, which may be
summarized as follows: 1. “The present system
of education does not meet the requirements of
the country....” 2. “The course of primary
education should be extended at least to seven
years and should include the general knowledge
gained up to the matriculation standard, less
English and plus a substantial vocation.” 3. “For
the all-round development of boys and girls all
training should as far as possible be given through
a profit-yielding vocation.” 4. “Higher education
should be left to private enterprise and should
be to meet national requirements whether in the
various industries, technical arts, belles-letters or
fine arts” (Varkay 3-4).

At the conclusion of the conference, four
Resolutions were adopted. These had been
proposed by a committee, which worked through
the night, under the Chairmanship of Zakir
Hussain. The resolutions were: 1. “That...free and
compulsory education be provided for seven
years on a nation-wide scale.” 2 “That the
medium of instruction be the mother-tongue.” 3.
“That ... the process of education ... should centre
around some form of manual and productive
work.... 4. “That...this system of education ... be
gradually able to cover the remuneration of the
teachers” (ibid 5-6). Afterwards a committee was
formed to design a suitable syllabus and to submit

Educational
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its report to Gandhi. This report
was submitted in December
1937. Thereafter, a second
Report was published in 1938,
with detailed clarifications and
replies to objections raised
against the first Report. This
second Report contained
detailed syllabi for three
subjects, or crafts as Gandhi
would have preferred to call
them: agriculture, spinning,
and weaving.

So, all these documents —
Gandhi’s Inaugural Speech, the
Agenda, the Resolutions, and
the two Reports that followed,
make up the kernel of Nai Talim
or the New Education, that later
became famous all over India.

Propose of Study

What I propose to do here
is not to examine these texts in
great detail, but focus instead
on Gandhi’s underlying
principles of education upon
which they were based. This
will enable us to escape from an
engagement with the nitty-
gritty of the syllabus or of
several other practical aspects
of the scheme such as funding,.
In fact, most the objections
and criticisms were aimed at
these aspects while very
few questioned the basic
philosophy behind them. The
latter is clearly voiced by
Gandhi in his aforementioned
Inaugural Address, to which we
can now turn for a more
detailed look.

Gandhi begins by
explaining that his educational
agenda includes both primary
as well as higher or college
education, but his emphasis is
clearly on the former. Also that
his ideas are an outcome of his
extensive travels through

Indian villages and his
experience of rural life in South
Africa (see Varkey 19-20). In
other words, Gandhi’s
educational philosophy was
born out of his intense need to
better the condition of rural
India. As Kumarappa puts it,
“Gandhiji saw that the only
way of saving the nation at that
juncture was to revive village
economic life and to relate
education to it. Education ...
was to be based on village
occupations. The child was to
be trained to be a producer”
(“Editor’s Note” to Basic
Education: iii).

According to Gandhi, but as
a nation we are so backward in
education that we cannot hope
to fulfil our obligation to the
nation in this respect in a given
time during this generation, if
the programme is to depend on
money. I have therefore made
bold, even at the risk of losing
a reputation for constructive
ability, to suggest that education
should be self-supporting.
(Ganghi’s Educational Programe,
Harijan, 31 July 1937, CWMG
65, pp 447-53.) By education I
mean all-round drawing out of
the best in child and man —
body, mind and spirit. Literacy
is not the end of education nor
even the beginning. It is only
one of the mens whereby man
and woman can be educated.
Literacy in itself is no education.
To a charge by a correspondent
that his scheme neglected
literacy Gandhi wrote: “There is
nothing in what I have written
to warrant such a belief. For,
have I not contended that the
children in the schools of my
conception will receive every
instruction through the
handicrafts they may be

taught? That includes literacy.
In my scheme of thing, the hand
will handle tools before it draws
or traces the writings, the eyes
will read the picture of letters
and words as they will know
other things in life, the ears will
catch the names and meanings
of things and sentences. The
whole training will be natural,
responsive, and therefore the
quickest and the chiepest inn
the lend .... If the school of my
conception ever come into
being, I make bold to say that
they will vie with the most
advanced schools in quickness,
so far as reading is concerned
and even writing, if it is common
ground that the writing must be
correct and not incorrect as it
now in the vast majority of
cases’, [Harijan 28 August 1937,
CWMG, 66, PP 80-81.]

In October he restated his
ideas in the form of two
propositions: I, ‘Primary
education extending over a
period of 7 years or longer, and
covering all the subjects up to
the matriculation standard,
except English, plus a vocation
used as the vehicle for drawing
out the minds of boys and girls
in all departments of knowledge,
should take the place of what
passes today under the name of
Primary, Middle and High
School education.

2.’Such education, taken as
a whole can and must be, self-
supporting, in fact self-support
is the acid test of its reality’.
Gandhi asked “the educationists
of the country, who have no
axes to grind, and who have an
open mind,” to study his
propositions ‘without allowing
their pre-conceived and settled
notions about ... education to
interfere with the free flow of

YGaidhanliki

(140) / April-June, 2012



reason.” He urged them not to
allow his “utter ignorance of
education in its technical and
orthodox sense, to prejudice
them’ against his ideas. "Wisdom,
it is said, often comes from the
mouths of babes and suckling.’
(doing not Idle Thinking’
Harijan 2 October 1937.)

Gandhi’s ideas generated a
national debate and attracted
international interest. An all
India national education
Conference was held on 22 and
23 October 1937, at Wardha, to
discuss the agenda set by
Gandhi. Even Gandhi said in
his inaugural speech, ‘here I am
place before you frankly all my
ideas on national education
which T have been adumbrating
through the columns of the
harijan. I am open to free and
frand criticism, so that I may
clarify some misunderstandings in
connection with my scheme, *
[Extract from proceeding of the
Conference held at Wardha, 22
and 23 October 1937, in
Educational Reconstruction

(published by E.W.
Aryanayakam. Secretary,
Hindustani Tamil Sangh,

Ahmadabad, 1938, containing
Gandhi’s writings on
education, proceeding of the
Wardha Conference and Zakir
Husain Committee reports.)]

Gandhi also insisted that
his scheme for primary
education would include “the
elementary principles of
sanitation, hygiene, nutrition,”
besides “compulsory physical
training through musical drill”
(Varkey 22).Gandhi refutes the
charge that he is opposed to
“literary training,” and rejects
the accusation that his scheme
would result in the exploitation

of children. “Is it burdening the
child to save him from
disaster?” he asks. Besides, he
argues, the takli is and effective
toy, not just the source of
livelihood (ibid). Unlike the
present system which is
wasteful, unaffordable, and
alienating, Gandhi argues that
his scheme would make
students strong, confident, and
useful to their parents and their
country. Gandhi adds that his
system would lead to
communal harmony because it
would be the same for all; it
would this be “Practical religion
the religion of self help (Varkey
23), Gandhi believes that his
“plan springs out of non-
violence” (ibid 23). It has the
capacity to make students
“true-representatives of our
civilization, of the true genius
of our nation” (Varkey 23-24).
We are not to follow Europe,
Rusia. Or America. Gandhi
says, because their systems are
founded on violence and
exploitation (Varkey 24).
When we examine the main
ideas in this Inaugural Address,
we find that they were in
Gandhi’s mind for several
decades. Though Nai Talim
itself was launched in 1937 as
we’ve just seen, Gandhi’s
experiments with education,
which began on the Tolstoy
farm, were at least 30 years old.
Similarly, the basis of many of
his later ideas can be found in
Chapter XVIII of Hind Swaraj
(1909), that the bible of non-
voilent revolution, which also
contains most of the essential
elements of the entire Gandhian
violent arsenal. In this chapter,
Gandhi clearly defines what he
means by education. It is not

merely “a knowledge of letters”
(87). He his totally against the
widespread use of English as
the medium of instruction: “To
give millions of knowledge of
English is to enslave them .... It
isnot a sad commentary that we
should have to speak of Home
Rule in a foreign toungue?”
(90). Gandhi later reserved a
more limited place for English
as a language of international
communication. Gandhi also
disapproved of “the pretension
of learning” (92). In brief, in
Hind Swaraj, Gandhi considers
“character-building.”

What is today known as
value - education, as the
“foundation” of his idea of
education. And this foundation
had to be built in primary
education itself ought to be
compulsory.

The conference appointed a
committee under Dr. Zakir
Husain. Principal, Jamia Millia
Islamia, Delhi, to prepare a
detailed school of primary
education for rural areas the
two basic proposition of
Gandhi. The committee
presented such a scheme in
early December 1037 and by
March 1938 it had prepared a
syllabus. This came to be
known as Wardha Shone.

Earlier, the Central
Advisory Board of Education,
set up in 1921 by the Casement
of India. Had appointed two
committees to report on
Vernacular Primary Education
and Vocational Education in
India. The Vocational
Education Committee (headed
by A abbott, former Chief
Inspector of Schools, England
and S.H. Wood. Director of
Itelligence, Board of education.
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England, reported in med-July
1937. Its main thrust was or
‘learning by doing’. The Vernaculr
Education Committee. Which
reported in February 1938
recommended that the medium
of instruction at the primary
level should be the mother
tongue, and that school should
be managed by the local
governments. Gandhi’s
educational scheme, however,
differed from them these
reports in important ways.

Problems in the

Proposed Area

Of course, we need to
remember that Gandhi’s views
were grounded in a larger
perspective which might be
termed anti-industrial, if not
anti-modern. As Kumarappa
puts it, Gandhi “was convinced
that machine civilization ...
broughy enslavement and
exploitation of vast sections of
a nation and of industrially
backward peoples” (Basic
Education iv). So education was
one of the several planks of his
larger civilizational agenda, in
which the independence of
Indeals were thus meant to
transform backward, illiterate,
exploited, desperately poor
peasants into self-confident and
self-respecting citizens of a new
community and nation. In that
sense, Gandhi was the least
elitist and most practical of our
major educational thinkers of
this century. Gandhi’s idea of
culture cab be summed up in
his reply of to Rebindranath
Tagore. “ I do not want my
house to be walled in on all
sides and my windows to e
stuffed. I want the cultures of
all the lands to be blown about
my house as freely as possible.

I refuse to live in other people’s
houses as an interloper, a
beggar or a slave,” Young India
1-6-21 (quoted in Towards New
Education 9-10).

I thing I would be useful to
restate briefly the various facets
of Gandhi’s educational
philosophy as outlined above,
them to the following cardinal
poatulates: 1) Education means
all round development; it is best
obtained through action. 2)
Education has to be through a
craft, not merely through books
and abstractions. 3) The basis
of true education is character
building; and educated person
should become and ideal
citizen. 4) Education should be
self-supporting as for as
possible and also equip the
pupil to better his own economic
conditions. 5) Education should
be based on non-violence and
should work fro communal
harmony. 6) The medium of
instruction should be the
mother-tongue, not English.
7) Primary education should
be free and compulsory far
all children and should last
for at least seven years. 8) All
educational planning should be
undertaken with the rural
Indian masses in mind; in other
words, education should not be
elitist, but popular in its
character.

Relevance of Gandhi’s
Educational Philosophy
in 21st Century

From the foregoing
discussion, it will be clear that
certain fundamental principles
are intrinsic to Gandhi’s
educational philosophy. These
principles include equity, social
justice, non-violence, human
dignity, economic well being,

and cultural self=respect, all of
these can be subsumed into the
broader, umbrella term of
Swaraj. If we think of the
coming decades from the point
of view of Swaraj, we'll see that
there is much wouk to be cone.
In our country, especially, it is
obvious that we are very for
from achieving the ideal of
Swaraj. There is also an
unconscionable gap between
the rich and the poor. Coming
to education, each of classes and
subclasses are marked by their
own brand and type. Of course,
the vast under calls of over 400
million souls has no access to
any sort of amount of capital
outlay ma do. What I have been
suggesting is that when we
regard the onset of the new
Millennium, we are confronted
with at least two contrasting
possibilities, on the one hand
the world order struggling to be
born will be as bad as or worse
than the one which controls our
lives today. On the other hand,
we might be more hopeful and
optimistic, praying for a
healthier, happier, and more
prosperous tomorrow, with less
inequality and human misery,
a world without wars and
disease, without starvation and
suffering.

Gandhian educational
ideas, founded as they are
certain eternal principles. Will
not lose their fundamental
relevance in the years to come.
Our planners will have to think
of a self-supporting primary
education, which will improve
the lot of the poorest of the poor.
That such an education would
be based on action, problem-
solving, and practical activity,
rather than mere book learning
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is also perfectly valid. An
integral education, which
allows the whole being of a
person to grow, and educational
which emphases character-
building and cultural identity,
is one again, obviously
desirable. It is equally clear that
we have failed miserably in our
state-sponsored schemes to
provide free, compulsory
primary education to all. The
Gandhian model, therefore,
rerains its relevance and
attractiveness. Finally, the
Gandhian model needs, in my
opinion, a built in mechanism
of absorbing or confronting the
newer and newer technologies
that are emerging each day. As
it stands, it seems to be
somewhat backward looking,
or at any rate, designed for a
static societie in which stable
ancestral occupations persists
from generation to generation.
I think that the coming age will
be one of phenomenal and
unprecedented change. But this
does not mean that the perennial
value that Gandhi lived by and

advocated will lose their
influence. What this does mean
is that we shall have to find newer
ways to interpret, understand,
impart, and live them out.
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East India
Company and its
Approach
Towards Natives
Cultural &
Religious Beliefs

Dr. Birju Kumar Singh

The East India Company was different in
another way from other conquerors of India. Since
its inception in India many of its officials took
deep interest in cultural and religious beliefs of
the native land. In fact, the company
emanicipated many social evils and conservative
practices. The approach of company was different
from its predecessors i.e, Mughal. In a sharp
contrast to the Mughals who were least bothered
about social and religious enlightenments of the
pupil, the East India Company was too a large
extent can be called an emancipator of the evil
traditions of native land.

A firm initiative in this direction was taken
by Lord William Bentick who was the first
Governor General of India and abolished Sati
(burning of widow in a funeral pyre after the
death of her husband) in 1829 A.D. through a
regulation vide No.XVII of 4™ December 1829. It
declared that that the practice of Sati or burning
of widows at her husband’s funeral pyre, burning
alive of widows illegal and punishable by the
Criminal Courts as culpable homicide. The
Regulation of 1829 A.D. was applicable in the
first place to Bengal Presidency alone, but in 1830
it was extended in different forms to Madras and

Shekhpur, Akharaghat, Muzaffarpur, Bihar

Bombay Presidencies. A few orthodox Bengalis
vainly made an appeal to the Privy Council
against Government’s interference in their
religious customs. Counter petitions were sent to
the King by Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Devendra
Nath Tagore and William Bentik was thanked for
what he had done.!

The practice of killing infant girls prevailed
among some Rajput clans. Many dubious
methods were used to reduce female children;
some neglected to suckle the child, others
administered poisonous drugs (mostly opium)
through the nipple of mother’s breast, still some
dare-devils put the girl in a sack and threw it into
a river. Infanticide was found to be prevalent
among some Rajput tribes in the province of
Benaras, among the Jharia Rajputs of Cutch and
Gujarat and cases were also reported from the
Rathors of Jaipur and Jodhpur and even the Jats
and Mewatis were non immune from this evil
practice. Although infanticide had been declared
illegal by Bengal Regulation XXI of 1795 and
Regulation III of 1804, the inhuman practice still
continued William Bentik took vigorous steps to
suppress this immoral and inhuman practice.?

Another great reform to the credit of William
Bentick is the suppression of thugs. The thugs,
i.e, cheats were a sect of hereditary assassins and
robbers who lived by praying upon innocent and
defenceless travellers. A more appropriate name
for them was Pansigar, derived from the scarf and
noose used by thugs to strangle their victims.

However remote the origin of thugi the
organization found a very congenial atmosphere
for growth during the period of decay and
downfall of Mughal Empire when all police
arrangements broke down and public roads
became insecure. Petty officials of small states in
central India, unable to effectively deal with
thugs, made common cause with them and gave
them protection in return for a share in the spoils.
The thugs were particularly active in the entire
area from Oudh to Hyderabad and in Rajputana
and Bundelkhand.

The thugs belonged to both the Hindu and
Muslim religions and worshipped the Hindu
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goddesses like Kali, Durga and
Bhawani, to whom they offered
the heads of their victims as
sacrifices. The thugs were
hardened criminals who
subordinated their conscience
by their perverse reasoning.
They believed that thugi was a
preordained  means  of
livelihood for them and their
victim’swere ordained to die at
their hands. They had a very
disciplined organization while
there could be some differences
of opinion about the abolition
of sati, the public opinion
solidly = supported  the
Government measures to
soppress thugi in 1830. The
operations against the thugs
were put in charge of Colonel
William Sleeman. The rulers of
the indian States were invited
to co-operate in this task.
Colonel Sleeman arrested as
many as 1500 thugs and
sentenced to death or
imprisonment for life. Thugi on
an organized scale ceased to
exist after 1837, although
individual bad characters
continurd their nefarious
activities.?

The Religious Disabilities
Act of1856 gave protection to
Hindus all over India who had
converted to Christanity. In the
year 1832 a similar law was
passed giving protection to
Chritian converts in inheriting
property, but this law was
confined only to Bengal
presidency, notably in case of
inheriting property. Some
Baptist missionaries in a
pamphlet entitled, “addressed
to Hindus and Mohamedans”
referred to Mohammad as a
false prophet and denounced
Hinduism as ‘a mass of

idolatory” superstition and
ignorance. The thrust of the
missionary activities was to
convert Hindus and Muslims in
the Christianity. The foreign
funded institutions tried to
allure the backward and
weaker sections of the Indian
Society by opening charity
centres like dispensaries,
orphan houses and even
schools which provided free
food, clothes and free education
to Indian children. In 1855 Mr.
Edward Christian Missionary
of Calcutta published a
pamphlet distributed all over
India in which he urged all
Indians to convert to
Christianity. The government
schools held Bible classes,
which were perceived by the
natives as an attack on their
religious beliefs and practices.*

The Hindu Remarriage Act
of 1856 was another radical
piece of legislation, which
allowed Hindu widows to
remarry, something which in
previous history of India they
could never do as women in
Hindu patriarchal set up was
considered as a commodity or
as an object. The legislation got
its support from Tattvabodhini
Sabha founded in 1839 by
Devendra Nath Tagore and Adi
Brahma Samaj of Keshav
Chandra Sen.?

Legislative action in
prohibiting child marriage
came in 1872 when by the
Native Marriage Act (popularly
known as Civil Marriage Act)
marriage of girls below the age
of 14 and boys below 18 years
of age were forbidden.
However, this act was not
applicable to Hindus, Muslims
and other recognized faiths and

as such had very limited impact
of Indian society. B.M.
Malabari, a Parsi reformer of
the 19" century, started a
crusade against child marriage
and his efforts were crowned by
the enactments of the Age of
Consent Act, 1891 which
forbade the marriage of girls
below the age of 12 years. The
Sharda Act (1930) further
pushed up the marriage age
and provided for Penal action
in marriages of boys under 18
years and girls under 14 years
of age.

Hindu society in the 19
century suffered from false
religious illusion that Hindu
scriptures did not sanction
female education that
education of girls wrought
wrath of Gods leading to their
widowhood. The Christian
missionaries, whatever their
motives were first to setup
Calcutta Female Juvenile
Society in 1819 A.D. However,
the celebrated name of
J.E.D.Bathune, President of the
Council of Education will
always be remembered with
respect. In 1849, he established
the first Girl School in Calcutta.
In Bombay the Elphinstone
Institute became the spearhead
of women education and
founded the Student’s Literary
and Scientific Society. Charles
Wood (1854) dispatch laid great
stress on need of female
education. In the broader
perspective, women education
became a part of the general
campaign for amelioration of
the plight of women in society.”

Slavery in India was more
akin to what may be termed as
bounded servant or bounded
labour. Slavery was abolished
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in British Empire in 1833 and a
clause was inserted in the
Charter Act of 1833 requiring
the Governor General in council
to abolish slavery in India as
soon as it declared slavery
illegal and all existing slaves
were emancipated. The Penal
Code of 1860 declared trade in
slavery illegal.®
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Reappraisal of
Centre-State
Relations

Ritesh Bhardwaj

Introduction

The Constitution of India is federal in form
but is more unitary in character. Strengthening
the federal system is necessary for meeting the
aspirations of the people who are governed
through State Governments and for preserving
the unity of India. Therefore, Centre-State
relations, i.e. the arrangements between the Union
Government and the States in regard to their
powers, functions and responsibilities, have
always been a crucial issue. The basic structure
remains to be one where legislative,
administrative and financial powers are
disproportionately concentrated in the Union
Government with the States having a large
number of responsibilities without sufficient
autonomy. Along with significant socio-
economic and political changes occurring in the
post-independence period, Centre-State relations
have also undergone some changes. The period
since 1991, which witnessed a paradigm shift in
the economic strategy from planned development
to a market-oriented one, has also thrown up new
issues and challenges for the federal set-up. These
have an important bearing on the functioning of
our democracy as well as the well-being of our
people. The need for a thorough restructuring of
Centre-State relations, in order to correct existing
imbalances and strengthen the federal system by
empowering the States with genuine autonomy,
is therefore being felt strongly.

The first Left Front Government in West
Bengal had adopted a 15-point memorandum in
1977 seeking a realignment of Centre-State
relations. Several other political parties in India,
since their inception, have also stood for a

Political Science

restructuring of Centre-State relations and greater
federal autonomy. The Srinagar Conclave in 1983
brought together parties like the DMK, TDP,
Akali Dal, the Republican Party of India, the
Assom Jatiyabadi Dal and the J&K National
Conference along with the Left Parties. In his note
submitted at the Conclave, Chief Minister of West
Bengal Jyoti Basu said, “Contrary to what is
generally argued, the devolution of economic
powers, resources and decision-making, instead
of weakening the Centre, would actually
strengthen its base”.

The major areas identified at the Srinagar
Conclave, which have been repeatedly endorsed
by subsequent conferences of the Chief Ministers,
related to the administrative, legislative and
financial spheres. In the administrative sphere,
the major issues were the abuse of Article 356,
the sending of Central forces to the States without
their concurrence and the role of Governors. The
major issues in the legislative sphere related to
intrusions by the Centre into State-list subjects
and delays in obtaining assents for important Bills
passed by the State Assemblies. In the financial
sphere, the major issues related to increasing
centralisation of powers in the Union Government
in matters like resource mobilisation and
allocation and other key areas of economic
decision-making like Planning.

With the demand for restructuring Centre-
State relations gathering momentum, the Union
Government had also set up the Sarkaria
Commission in 1983. While this Commission took
about five years to submit its report, its
recommendations failed to resolve most of the
basic issues mentioned above, except for some
minor improvements in the financial sphere, such
as giving powers to the municipalities to issue
tax-free bonds, endorsing the Chief Ministers’
decisions on consignment tax, extending slightly
the time frame for over draft loans etc. It is
unfortunate that even these recommendations of
the Sarkaria Commission have not been
implemented by the Union Government after
nearly two decades.
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The constitution of the Inter-
State Council under Article 263
of the Constitution by the
National Front Government in
1990 was a long overdue step
taken with the hope of resolving
the major issues in Centre-State
relations. Since then, ten
meetings of the Inter-State
Council have been held (thelast
meeting was held in December
2006) and an equal number of
meetings of the Standing
Committee of the Council have
taken place. But even then, not
only have the major problems
not been resolved, but new
problems have also emerged.
Recently, the UPA Government
set up a Commission on Centre-
State relations in April 2007.
However, the States were not
consulted prior to the formation
of this Commission. Therefore
neither the terms of reference
nor the composition of the
Commissionreflect the pressing
needs and aspirations of the
States. It is in this context that
the need has arisen to once
again bring the unresolved
issues of Centre-State relations
to the centre-stage as well as to
identify and resolve the new
issues that have emerged in the
post-liberalization period.

The UPA Government set
up a Commission on Centre-
State Relations in April 2007
with former Chief Justice MM
Punchhi as the Chairperson.
The terms of reference of the
Commission, however, did not
reflect the long-standing
demands of the States for
greater devolution of financial
powers, especially regarding
the increase of the States’ share
in tax revenue, transfer of
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
to the States and alleviation of
the debt burden of the States.

On the other hand the terms of
reference included the issue of
suo moto interference on law
and order and deployment of
Central forces, which is an
intrusion into the jurisdiction
of the States.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

Article 356 and 355

The repeated misuse by the
Centre of the provisions of
Article 356 of the Constitution
to dismiss State Governments
and dissolve State Assemblies
has been subverting the federal
principle and the rights of the
States. The demand to restrict
the use of Article 356 only to
cases where there is a serious
threat to national unity or the
secular fabric of the country has
been raised from various
quarters in successive meetings
of the Inter-State Council. In
view of the Supreme Court
judgement on the S. R. Bommai
case, there is an urgent need to
build in strong safeguards in
Articles 356 and 365 through
appropriate amendments of the
Constitution. However, no
decision has been taken by the
Union Government in this

regard.

There is also a new and
alarming proposal for Central
deployment of paramilitary
forces in the States unilaterally
in a situation which the Centre
would consider as an ‘internal
disturbance’. The provenance
of Article 355 needs to be
clarified. As has been
repeatedly stressed by several
constituents of the Inter-State
Council, the term “internal
disturbance” in Article 355 is
related to “public order’, which
is the first entry in the State List.

The proposal for Central
deployment of paramilitary
forces in a State in a situation
which the Centre would
consider as “internal
disturbance” without the State’s
concurrence is unacceptable.
Article 355 should be amended
on the lines suggested above for
Article 356. Apart from external
aggression, only a serious threat
to national unity or an assault
on the secular principle can be
taken cognizance of.

Governors: Appointment
and Role

The provision for centrally
appointed Governors for the
States has remained as an
anachronism, which is not in
keeping with a federal
democratic polity. If the post of
Governor has to be retained,
then the Governor should be
appointed by the President
from a list of three eminent
persons suggested by the Chief
Minister, satisfying the criteria
mentioned by the Sarkaria
Commission. This has also been
repeatedly discussed in the
Inter-State Council.

None of the major countries
of the world with a federal
constitution have any provision
for a post of the Governor in a
State to be appointed by the
Centre. There should also be a
time limit with regard to
Governor’s assent to Bills
passed by the State Assemblies.
Moreover, the requirement of
an explicit norm debarring
Governors from publicly
expressing disagreements or
differences with the State
Government, also need to be
debated. There is also a need to
review whether Governors
should continue to be ex-officio
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Central Interference into to
State List

Not only have the earlier
transfer of State subjects, such
as education, to the Concurrent
List been left unreversed, but
further intrusions have also
been made into the State List in
terms of proliferation of the so-
called Centrally Sponsored
Schemes. These Central
schemes on the State subjects,
which contain rigid guidelines
imposed by the Centre, besides
having implications in the
financial sphere, also impair the
autonomy of the States and
affect their development
priorities. There is an urgent
need to review the impact of the
transfer of legislative items
from the State to the Union/
Concurrent List.

Treaty-making Powers

The present Constitutional
scheme with regard to treaty
making power being
exclusively in the domain of the
Union Executive needs to be
urgently reviewed. The
Constitution should be
amended to make legislative
sanction mandatory for any
international treaty. Besides,
several international treaties
like the WTO agreement have
serious implications for the
States, especially with respect
to State subjects like
agriculture. In all such cases,
consultation with the States
and concurrence of the Inter-
State Council must also be
made mandatory.

All-India Services

The All India Services are
under the exclusive domain of
the Centre. Some of the powers
can be shared with the States.
The State Governments should
especially have a greater role in

the administration of the Rules and Regulations of All India
Services.

UNRESOLVED ISSUES: IN FINANCIAL SPHERE

Fiscal federalism in India has always been deeply problematic,
with vertical and horizontal imbalances not only persisting till date
but also getting aggravated in many cases. Resources have always
remained centralised in the hands of the Union Government with
the States suffering from gross inadequacy of resources in relation
to their development needs. The already limited financial and
economic decision making powers of the States have got further
constrained in the post-liberalization period.

Vertical Imbalance

The basic imbalance in the Indian Constitution in regard to
Centre-State relations arises out of the fact that, while the major
responsibilities in the sphere of development expenditure
(irrigation, roads, power, education, health etc.) and administrative
expenditure (law and order, general administration etc.) have been
given to the States, the more important powers of revenue-raising
have been given to the Centre. In the year 2004-05 for instance,
annual development expenditure borne by the States taken together
was Rs. 3.62 lakh crore, which was more than one-and-a half times
of what was borne by the Centre - Rs. 2.33 lakh crore. (RBI
Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy, 2005-06). This also
implies that the States undertook around 60.8% of the total
development expenditure incurred in 2004-05. It also needs to be
noted here that this expenditure was incurred by the States under
serious financial constraints, and the actual expenditure that is
required to fulfil their responsibilities adequately would be at least
twice the amount that was spent. In contrast, the share of the States
in total Revenue receipts was merely 38%, with around 62% per
going to the Central Government (See Table 1). This vertical
imbalance remains the basic problem in Centre-State financial
relations.

Table 1: Shares of Central Government and State Governments in
Total Revenue Receipts of the Country

Year Total Revenue Receipts Share of Share of
(Rs. Crore) Centre (%) States (%)

2004-05 6,21,231 61.90 38.10

2005-06 7,12,552 61.92 38.08

Source: Reserve Bank of India, Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy,
20020005-06.

Inadequate Central Transfers

This mismatch between the greater responsibilities for
undertaking development expenditure lying with the States on the
one hand, with greater powers of revenue mobilisation lying with
the Centre on the other, has not been met through commensurate
resource transfers from the Centre to the States. The devolution of
Central taxes and grants as was envisaged in Chapter-I of Part XII
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and Article 275 of the Constitution have remained
grossly inadequate. Infact, the share of net Central
transfer in terms of devolution of Central taxes
and grants (net of interest payment by the
States on Centrally imposed loans) as a proportion
of total revenue receipts of the Centre has fallen
from 32.7% in 1990-91 to 29.5% in 2004-05 (See
Table 2).

Table 2: Share of Net Central Transfer as a
Proportion of Total Revenue Receipts of the

Centre
Year Total Revenue Net Central Transfer to
Receipts of the the States as a proportion

of the total Revenue
Receipts of the Centre (%)

Centre (Rs. crore)

1990-91 69,196 32.7

2004-05 3,84,564 29.5

Sources: State Finances, Reserve Bank of India, Nov.,
2006; Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy,
Reserve Bank of India, 2005-06; Handbook of Statistics
on State Government Finances, Reserve Bank of India,
2004

Devolution of Central Taxes to States

It is essential to work out a fair principle for
sharing of Central taxes with the States. The
Central taxes net of transfer to the States and the
State taxes including States” share in Central taxes
should be in proportion to the development
expenditures incurred by the Centre and the
States respectively. On the basis of this principle
and the available data on the trend of existing as
well as the required development expenditure of
the States, it had been worked out that the State’s
share of Central tax revenue should be at least
50%. The States, over a long period, have therefore
been demanding that 50% of the total pool of
collection of Central taxes be devolved to the
States. However, this demand has been ignored
so far and the States’ share of Central taxes
currently stands at 30.5% only. This needs to be
increased to 50% on an urgent basis.

Restrictions on Borrowing by States

The share of total market borrowing to which
the States may be entitled is also dictated by the
Centre. While in the 1950s, the shares of market
borrowing of the States and the Centre in the total
market borrowing by the Government were
approximately equal in proportion, the share of
market borrowing of the States has now fallen

sharply to around 15%, with more than 85% of
the market borrowing being cornered by the
Centre. Consistent with the development
responsibilities of the States, the share of market
borrowing of the States should be increased from
the absurdly low proportion of about 15% per cent
currently to 50%. Moreover, Article 293 of the
Constitution should be amended to provide more
flexibility and autonomy to the States in regard
to market borrowing.

New Issues in Centre-state Financial
Relations: Post Reform Period

Declining Tax Revenue

The post-liberalization period witnessed a fall
in revenue mobilisation of the Centre, mainly on
account of reductions in direct and indirect taxes
and the overall weakening of the resource
mobilisation effort. Revenue mobilisation by the
Central Government declined from 12.17% of
GDP in 1990-91 to 10.74% of GDP in 1998-99.
States” own revenues, however, remained fairly
stable at around 7% during this period. Central
transfers to the States also declined from 4.73%
of GDP in 1990-91 to 3.79% of GDP in 1999-00.
During the reference period of the

Eleventh Finance Commission (2000-05), the
actual collection of Central taxes fell significantly
short of the projected amount. As a result,
the actual amount received by the States has
also been substantially less, by nearly 19%, from
what was recommended by the Commission (See
Table 3).

Table 3: States’” Share in Central Taxes: 2000-01

to 2004-05
Year Amount Recommended Actual Amount Column (3)
by the 11th Finance Received by the as % of
Commission States Column (2)
(Rs. crore) (Rs. crore)

[1] [2] [3] [4]
2000-01 54,059 50,734 93.85
2001-02 63,026 52,215 82.85
2002-03 73,493 56,655 77.09
2003-04 85,724 67,079 78.25
2004-05 1,00,013 78,551 78.54

Total 3,76,315 3,05,234 81.11

Sources: Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy,
Reserve Bank of India, 2005-06; Report of the 11™
Finance Commission, June 2000.
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Fiscal Crisis of the State

The post-liberalization
period witnessed a sharp
deterioration in the fiscal health
of the State Governments, with
most States facing fiscal crises.
An important factor behind the
fiscal strain was the Union
Government’s policy of
charging unfairly high rate of
interest on the Central loans to
the States, particularly for the
loans related to small savings
(with interest rate exceeding
16%). This compounded the
debt burden of the States, as
reflected in the sharp increase
in the ratio of interest payment
to the revenue receipts. The
impact of the pay revision on
the basis of the Centre’s
decision on the
recommendations of the Fifth
Central Pay Commission was
also quite severe on the States’
finances. Confronted with
serious fiscal crises, the Chief
Ministers and Finance
Ministers of all the States had
unanimously demanded in the
meeting of the National
Development Council
(February 19, 1999) that the
Union Government should
bear at least 50% of the
additional financial burden of
the States on account of pay
revision. Following an
unprecedented walkout in the
NDC meeting, the Centre had
agreed to provide that
assistance to the States.
However, that assurance was
never honoured. With the
Sixth Pay Commission already
making its recommendations
and the Centre initiating the
process of implementation,
Central assistance to the
States for the forthcoming
round of pay revision need to
be ensured.

Imposition of
Conditionalities through
Finance Commission

The Eleventh Finance
Commission had failed to
recommend any increase in the
States” share of Central taxes
beyond 29.5% or provide debt
relief to the States. Rather, the
Commission recommended
that the revenue-deficit grants
for the States be linked up with
the condition that 15% of the
States’ entitlement of revenue
deficit grant would be withheld
unless the States had complied
with a progressive reduction of
the revenue deficit over the
period 2000-2005. There were
strong protests from the States,
and a dissent note was also
submitted by a member of the
Eleventh Finance Commission
(Dr. Amaresh Bagchi) who
wrote that the Centre had no
business “to withhold even a
single paisa of the grants arising
out of the needs assessed by the
Commission”. However, this
conditionality was imposed by
the Union Government, thereby
forcing the States to impose a
virtual ban on recruitment that
created genuine problems in the
delivery of welfare services and
development activities of the
States.

The Twelfth Finance
Commission had also imposed
several Conditionalities on
States, one of them being
enacting Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act in order to avail of
debt relief and restructuring
from the Centre. This implied
annual reduction targets of
revenue and fiscal deficit with
the total elimination of revenue
deficit by 2008-09. This
restrictive conditionality for
revenue deficit reduction,

which has been imposed
without any regard to the initial
conditions of the States, suffers
from a mechanical and
inadequate understanding of
the components of revenue
expenditure. Grants to the local

bodies (panchayats,
municipalities etc.) aided
schools and  colleges,

expenditure on account of
salaries of doctors, medicines
etc., come under revenue
expenditure. Efforts to achieve
the deficit reduction targets of
the FRBM Act would therefore
severely constrain the fiscal
space for the States and
adversely affect development
expenditure. Moreover, the
restriction of fiscal deficit to 3%
of the GSDP will also impinge
upon the capital expenditure of
the States.

In keeping with a World
Bank recommendation, the
Twelfth Finance Commission
also suggested the abdication
of the Central Government’s
responsibility in borrowings by
the State Governments.
Accordingly, the loan
component of the Central
Assistance to State Plans has
been done away with, resulting
in a huge disadvantage for
backward states. The States are
therefore being pushed into
negotiating high interest and/
or conditionality-linked loans
from external agencies like the
ADB and the World Bank.
Moreover, the Twelfth Finance
Commission had also echoed
the Conditionalities suggested
by the RBI, of creating a
Guarantee Redemption Fund
and a Sinking Fund for
amortization of loans outside
the consolidated fund of the
States and Centre, to avail debt
relief. These Conditionalities
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being imposed by the Finance Commission are
volatile of the principles of fiscal federalism and
severely impinge upon the financial autonomy
of the States.

Problems with Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSS)

The proliferation of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, whose design and implementation are
totally determined by the Centre without
adequate consultation with the State
Governments, is another serious problem. These
excessively centralised and rigid formats of these
schemes often make them ill-suited for the
specific needs of the States. Since the State
Governments have to bear a part of the
expenditure behind such schemes in most cases,
the States find it difficult to make proper
allocation of their own resources keeping their
own priorities in view. Moreover,
Conditionalities are often imposed through these
schemes, which impinge upon the autonomy of
the States.

For instance, the centrally sponsored
JNNURM requires the State Governments to bring
down the stamp duty rate within five years to a
level not exceeding 5% and also impose user
charges for various utilities and necessary services.
This is a direct intrusion into the power of the
States, since with respect to taxes in the State list
like the stamp duty; the Legislative Assembly has
full powers to prescribe rates. Recently, the Union
Government has accepted the recommendations
of the Vaidyanathan Committee on revival of the
co-operative credit structure. In this case too, the
power of the States in regard to the co-operatives
has been curtailed and the flow of funds linked
up with the acceptance of the attached
Conditionalities.

At the Conference of the Chief Ministers
convened by the then Prime Minister on May 4,
1996, it was resolved that all Centrally Sponsored
Schemes pertaining to the State subjects would
be transferred to the States with funds. Since then,
although several exercises have been carried out
in this regard from time to time, there has been
no effective resolution of the issue. Rather, more
and more Centrally Sponsored Schemes, with
attached Conditionalities, have been introduced
by the Central Government. While Central
transfers to the States as a proportion of the

Centre’s revenue receipt have fallen over the
years, the proportion of transfer of funds with
Conditionalities in the form of Grants-in-Aid has
increased from 40.9% in 1980-81 to 49.3 % in 2005-
06 (Table 4).

Table 4: Gross Central Transfer in Grants-in-Aid
involving Conditionalities as proportion of the
Total Revenue Receipts of the Centre

Year Gross Central Transfer in Grants-in-
Aid involving Conditionalities as
proportion of the Total Revenue
Receipts of the Centre
1980-81 40.9%
2005-06 49.3%

Source: Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy,
Reserve Bank of India, 2005-06.

Special Category States (Article 370)

In view of their relative backwardness, the
problems faced by the Special Category States,
especially the North Eastern States and Jammu
& Kashmir should be accorded priority. The
differential benefits given to these States in terms
of the non-Plan Gap Grant and Normal Central
Assistance should continue and adequate
resources allocated to these States to meet their
development needs. The debt of these State
Governments should be settled in a onetime
manner without any conditionality. The release
of funds to the Special Category States under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes should be done in
a timely manner without stringent conditions on
fund utilization.

Other Issues

There are several other national and inter-
State issues, which are important for Centre-State
relations. These include major irrigation projects,
erosion of major rivers, central investment in
CPSUs, railways, national highways, ports,
airports, etc. In each of these issues, the interests
of the Centre and States are involved, and it is
necessary to ensure inter-State balance in taking
decisions. There are also issues like strengthening
the PDS, BPL identification and administration
of the Essential Commodities Act, which have
become very relevant in the backdrop of
inflation. The present scheme of the National
Calamity Relief Fund needs to be changed in
order to increase the corpus of funds for the
States. In view of the inter-State competition over
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mineral resources, there is a
need to set some common
norms regarding extraction of
minerals. The royalty rates on
coal and other minerals should
be revised more frequently
and charged on an ad valorem
basis. It is also important to
involve the State Governments
in the policies of credit
disbursement by the banks and
financial institutions,
particularly to ensure proper
allocation of priority sector
lending and an inter-State
balance in the sphere of the
loan disbursement. Effective
resolution of these and other
issues  requires robust
institutional arrangements
within which Centre-State and
inter-State consultations can
take place on a regular basis
and decisions reached.

Finance Commission

A basic problem with the
Finance Commission is that the
views expressed by the States
are never taken into account
seriously, while determining
the terms of reference of the
Commission. All the members
of the Finance Commission are
nominated by the Centre and
representatives of the States are
never included. These practices
need to be changed. In
determining the terms of
reference, the views of the States
should be taken into account
seriously, and if there is any
difference of views on the terms
of reference, the same should be
settled in the Inter-State
Council. In the choice of
members of the Commission,
unlike the present practice,
there should be adequate

>
>
>

L C R C R (4

representation of the State
Governments.

In the light of the above
discussion a set of demands for
restructuring of Centre-State
relations have been formulated
on the basis of legal,
administrative, financial,
institutional and other matters.
Many of the demands were
initially raised by the Srinagar
Conference and have not been
resolved yet. Some of the
demands are new and are being
raised on the basis of the
experience of the States in the
post-liberalization period (after
1991). I hope that this would
initiate a discussion among
political partiesand organisations
and help in the emergence of a
common platform to bring
about a restructuring of Centre-
State relations.

L)
)
D)
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Psychology

A Study of
Attitude of Hindi
School Students
in Some Psycho-
social Problems

Sandhya Kumari

The main aim of the present study is to
investigate the attitude of Government Hindi
School students in comparison with the attitudes
of Sanskrit School students and Urdu School
(Madarsa) students of high school level towards
some psycho-social problems and further the
principal objective of the research work is to see
the impact of attitude towards some psycho-social
changes as social change, social revolution, social
distance, liberalism, nationalism, untouchability
and family planning by comparing Urdu School,
Sanskrit school and Government Hindi School
students. In addition to this, the effects of
residential area, size of the family and sex are also
be sought on attitude towards social change,
social revolution, social distance, liberalism,
nationalism, untouchability and family planning.

Hypothesis

Total seven hypothesis and twenty one sub-
hypothesis were framed in this research work.
The main hypothesis is furnished below:-

The Government Hindi School students will
be differ significantly than the Urdu and Sanskrit
School students in attitudes towards -

(a) Social change,
(b) Social distance,
(c) Liberalism,

(d) Nationalism,

Research Scholar, Jai Prakash University, Chapra (Bihar)

(e) Social revolution,
(f) Untouchability,
(g) Family planning etc.

Methodology

1.

(i

(iii)

The present investigation conducted on 300
samples (students). The samples consisted
of 100 students of Government Hindi
Schools, 100 students of Urdu Schools
(Madarsa) and 100 students of Sanskrit
Schools of X class level in different schools
of Siwan, Chapra and Gopalganj Districts.
The samples comprised of urban/rural,
male/female and Large Family Size/
Medium Family Size/small Family Size in
Government Hindi Schools, Urdu Schools
and Sanskrit Schools. The age range of
subjects were 14-17 years old.

Measuring Tools:- The following
instruments or tools were used to measure
the attitudes towards social change, social
distance, liberalism, nationalism, social
revolution, untouchability and family
planning. The classification of subjects on
the basis of school, residential area, size of
the family and sex.

“ Attitude Scale” developed by Chauhan et
al (1982) has been used. It has 150 items
consisting of 25 items for each attitude area
for measuring the attitude towards social
change, social distance, liberalism,
nationalism, social revolution and
untouchability.

“The Family Planning Attitude Inventory”
developed by Paliwal (1979) has been used.
This is a five point scale consisting of 25
items for measuring the attitude towards
family planning.

A Self-made Questionnaire named
“Vyaktigat Suchna Awiskarika” was used
for classification of samples on the basis of
school, residential area, size of the family
and sex. It sought information related to
types of school, class, residential area, size
of the family, sex and other background
factors.
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Procedure and Design

In respect of the objectives
of investigation into the effects
of independent variables e.g.
residential area, size of the
family and sex on attitudes
towards some psycho-social
problems e.g. social change,
social revolution,
untouchability and family
planning, two inventories and
one self-made questionnaire
were applied on 300 samples of
Xth class level in which 100
students were from
Government Hindi Schools, 100
students from Urdu Schools
and 100 students from Sanskrit
Schools. For good convenience
of administration, tests were
applied in small groups of 5 to
10 subjects each.

First of all rapport was
established with the subjects.
After that self made
questionnaire was given to
them to fill up their personal
information. After completion
of this questionnaire, subjects
were given two inventories and
were asked to fill up their bio-
data on each inventory. After
this, they were asked to read
instructions and thereafter to
respond to the respective items
of each inventory.

Thus in order to be able to
arrive at necessary conclusions
in the directions of objectives,
the method of three
independent samples
comparison design was used.
Accordingly seven hypothesis
and twenty one sub-hypothesis
were framed. If residential area,
size of the family and sex are
critical determinants of attitude
towards social change, social
distance, liberalism,
nationalism, social revolution,

untouchability and family
planning, then they shall find
reflections in the attitude scores
of these areas.

After that for classification
of the attitude scores in these
areas of Government Hindi
School Students, Urdu School
Students and Sanskrit School
students, groups of students
were calculated separately.
Further the attitude scores of
different sub-groups of these
three main groups in these
different areas were classified.
Means and S.Ds. of attitude
scores of three main groups and
their different areas were
calculated separately. After that
t-ratio or t-test was applied to
test the significance among the
mean attitude scores of three
main groups and their different
subgroups.

Conclusion

1. Government Hindi School
students showed more
favourable attitude
towards social change,
liberalism, nationalism,
social revolution,
untouchability and family
planning but Urdu School
(Madarsa) students
showed less favourable
attitude towards social

distance than
Government Hindi School
students.

2. Results indicate that
Government Hindi School
students showed more
favourable attitude
towards social change,
social revolution and
family planning whereas
less favourable attitude
towards social distance
and untouchability than
Sanskrit School students.

3. Our finding indicates that

Urdu School (Madarsa)
students hold more
favourable attitude
towards social revolution
but less favourable
attitude towards social
change, social distance,
liberalism, nationalism,
untouchability and family
planning than Sanskrit
School students.

. Attitude towards social

distance, liberalism and

family planning
influenced by the
environment of

residential area of
Government Hindi School
students, Urdu School
students and Sanskrit
School students.

. Rural school students

showed more favourable
attitude towards social
distance, liberalism and
nationalism whereas less
favourable attitude
towards social change,
social revolution and
family planning than
students of urban
Government Hindi School
environment.

. Rural School students

showed significantly
more favourable attitude
towards social distance,
liberalism, nationalism,
social revolution and
untouchability but less
favourable attitude
towards family planning
than urban school
students at Madarsa
environment.

. Rural school students

hold more favourable
attitude towards social
distance, liberalism,
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10.

11.

nationalism and
untouchability whereas
less favourable attitude
towards social change and
family planning than
urban Sanskrit school
students.

Out statistical findings
proved that size of the
family partially influences
attitude towards social
change, social distance,
liberalism, nationalism,
social revolution,
untouchability and family
planning in all groups.
Government Hindi School
students who belonging
to large family size of the
family showed more
favourable attitude
towards social change and
untouchability whereas
less favourable attitude
towards family planning
than medium size of the
government Hindi School
students.

Government Hindi School
students who belonging
to large size of the family
showed significantly
more favourable attitude
towards social change but
less favourable attitude
towards social distance
showed that small family
size of Government Hindi
School students.

Government Hindi School
students belonging to
medium size of the family
hold more favourable
attitude towards
liberalism, nationalism
and social revolution
whereas less favourable
attitude towards social
distance and untouchability
than small size of the

12.

13.

14.

15.

family of Government
Hindi School students.

Urdu School students
who belonging to large
family size showed more
favourable attitude
towards social distance
and untouchability but
less favourable attitude
towards liberalism, social
revolution and family
planning than Urdu
School students who
belonging to medium size

of the family.

Urdu School students
who belonging to large
size of the family hold
more favourable attitude
towards social distance
and untouchability
whereas significantly less
favourable attitude
towards family planning
than the Urdu School
students belonging to
small size of the family.

Urdu School students
who  belonging to
medium size of the family
showed more favourable
attitude towards
liberalism, nationalism
and social revolution but
less favourable attitude
towards family planning
than the same one
students belonging to
small size of the family.

Sanskrit School students
belonging to large size of
the family showed more
favourable attitude
towards social change and
untouchability whereas
less favourable attitude
towards family planning
than the same one
students belonging to
medium size of the family.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Sanskrit School students
belonging to large size of
the family showed more
favourable attitude
towards social distance
than Sanskrit School
students belonging to
small size of the family.

Sanskrit School students
belonging to medium size
of the family hold more
favourable attitude
towards liberalism and
nationalism than the
Sanskrit School students
belonging to small size of
the family.

Findings showed that
attitude towards social
distance, liberalism and
social revolution have
been partially influenced
by sex but do not caste its
significantimpact onattitude
towards social change,
nationalism, untouchability
and family planning.

Results indicate that male
Government Hindi School
students showed more
favourable attitude
towards social revolution
whereas less favourable
attitudes towards social
distance and liberalism
than female Government
Hindi School students.

Male Urdu School
(Madarsa) students showed
significantly more
favourable attitude
towards social revolution
than female Urdu School
students.

Male Sanskrit School
students showed more
favourable attitude
towards social revolution
whereas less favourable
attitude towards social
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distance than female
Sanskrit School students.

Thus the main findings to
the fact that educational
environment influences the
attitude towards some psycho-
social problems of Government
Hindi School, Urdu School
(Madarsa) and Sanskrit School
students. The other variables
such as residential area, size of
the family and sex affect their
attitudes towards some psycho-
social problems.
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Psychology

Concept of
Prejudice and
Caste Prejudice

Sabita Kumari &
Dr. Kamta Prasad Yadav

Prejudice is constellation a attitudes that
cause support or justify discrimination. Caste
prejudices, as such, is constellation of caste
attitude that cause, support or justify
discrimination on the basis of caste. Caste
prejudice is a form of prejudgment in Which any
one who is identified with a caste against which
there are unfavourable social attitudes, is looked
upon with disfavour and distrust and is regarded
as inferior it is not based on what kind of person
he is or what he does or what he does or say, but
on his identification with a caste- group. In sorts
of prejudices- caste, religious, race, gender etc. a
person in judged in terms of already existing
altitudes or prejudged in the sense that a
judgment of him is made before he is assessed
as an individual (Gardner, 1986, Ames
and Sakuma, 1969, Swim et al, 1995, Dovidio et
al, 2002).

In the constellation of attitude that constitute
prejudice, three elements stand out, First, there
are widely accepted belief concerning the people
against whom prejudice is directed. These beliefs
are rarely based on personal experience but on
stereotypes concerning the appearance, the
behaviour, and the personal qualities of all people
who belong to a specific group. Like most
stereotypes, these are passed down from one
generation to another in a cultural group and are
learned by each successive generation as part of
the social learning.

Second, the stereotyped beliefs are
accompanied by emotions. This emotional

Research scholar J.P.Uniyersity Chapra (Bihar)

Reader in Psychology, R.L.S.Y. College, Bettiah B. R. A.

accompaniment ranges from cold indifference or
distaste to bitter and violent hostility. In many
instances, prejudice is a form of displaced hostility
or of repressed aggression directed against a
scapegoat group in order to resolve or avoid one’s
own grievances.

The third element in the constellation of
attitudes that constitute prejudice is the belief that
one should treat those against whom there is
prejudice in some particular way.

The kind of treatment that is endorsed varies
from person to person and ranges from
indifference to avoidance, from the exclusion of
the members of a group against whom there is
prejudice from some or all of the larger group’s
activities to active persecution (Allport, 1964:
Cooper, 1959).

It is important to recognize the difference
between prejudice and preference. A person may
preference. A person may prefer being with
people who have interests and values in common
with his and with whom he feels “at home” to
being with people whose interests and values are
different from his. This does not means that he
dislikes those who are different or feels superior
to them. It merely means that given a choice, he
will associate with people whom he finds
congenial.

Objectives and Hypotheses

A. Objectives

The aim of the present investigation is to
study of backward caste and forward caste college
level students towards each other and to make a
comparative study of their self-concept,
extraversion, security feeling and frustration. In
addition to this, the study proceeds to seek the
effect of residential area, self-concept,
extraversion, security feeling and frustration on
caste-prejudice of backward caste and forward
caste students.

* Hypothesis:-I : There will be significant
difference between forward caste and

backward caste groups on caste-prejudices
towards each other.

B. U. Muzaffarpur
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* Hypothesis:-II: There will
be significant impact of
residential area on caste
prejudices of backward
caste and forward caste
groups.

* Hypothesis:-III: There will
be significant difference
between forward caste
and backward caste
groups on self concept.

(B) Sample

The study was conducted
on a sample of 200 students of
degree classes. Out of this 200
subjects 100 subjects were from
backward castes and 100
subjects were from forward
castes. In the sample of 100
backward caste students 50
students were from rural areas
and 50 students were from
urban areas. In the sample of
100 forward caste students 50
students were from rural areas
and 50 students were from
urban areas. The sample
comprised both male and
female students and all
important sub-castes of
backward castes and forward
castes. The age range of
students was from 19 to 23
years. The sample was drawn
randomly from constituent
colleges of rural and urban
areas of Saran district under J.P.
University Chapra.

(c) Procedure and Design

In the research caste level,
residential area, self-concept,
extraversion, security-feeling,
and frustration have served as
independent variables.
Prejudice of backward castes
and forward castes towards
each other caste-group has been
treated as dependent variable.
With the objective of
investigating into the effects of

different independent variables on caste-prejudice five inventories
and one self-made questionnaire were administered on a sample
of 200 subjects of which 100 were Backward caste students and 100
were Forward caste students; and, 100 were rural students and 100
were urban students of college level. For convenience the test were
applied to the subjects in small groups of 10 to 20 subjects each.

(a) Instrument used for Measuring Caste-prejudice

For measuring caste-prejudice Hindi version of “prejudice
Scale” constructed and standardized by Bhardwaj, R.L. and Sharma,
H. (1990) has been used. The scale consists of 36 items. This is a five
point Likert type scale comprising only positive items. A score of
5,4,3,2 or lis awarded for strongly agree, agree, undecided, disagree
and strongly disagree responses respectively. Higher score on the
scale denotes higher religious, caste or communal prejudice and
lower score denotes lower religious, caste or communal prejudice
depending upon the response set of respondent in the light of
instructions given by the tester or investigator. The test-retest and
split-half reliabilities of the scale have been reported to be 68 and
94 respectively. Theoretical validity of the scale has been reported
to be 83 and construct validity of the scale has been estimated
against prejudice scale of Jahan Q. et al (1988) and it has been found
to be 66 where have been given caste, Religious and percentile from
in the manual of scale.

Table-1: Showing Distributions of Caste Prejudice Scores
(F.C. AND B.C. GROUPS)

Distribution of caste-prejudice
Scores of Forward Caste students

Distribution of caste-prejudice Scores
of Backward Caste students

Class-interval .........c.cccceevrrenennn. f Class-interval .......cccccoveuveueenenee. f
13T1-140 e 03 14T1-150 oo 06
T121-130 i 10 131-140 i 12
T11-120 e 11 121130 e 14
TOT-120 i 15 111-120 e 21
91-100 .eieeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 14 101-110 i 16
81-90 ..t 16 91-100 ..ccueeeieieieieieieieeee 11
7180 e 15 81-90 i, 10
61-70 oo 10 71-80 oo 07
5160 ..o 06 61-70 oo, 03
N=100 N=100
Mean 93.40 Mean 110.00
S.D. =21.32116 S.D. = 20.560885

Table-2: Showing Means, S. DS. and ‘T’ Ratio of
Caste-prejudice Scores

(F.C. AND B.C. GROUPS)

Group Mean S.Ds. N df ‘'t ratio Level of
Significance
F.CB.C 93.40110.00 21.32111620.560885 100100 198 5.6043355 01
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The mean caste-prejudice
score of Forward Caste students
is 93.40 while that of Backward
Caste students is 110.00
(Table-2) The obtained ‘t’ ration
is 5.6043355 which is higher
than the required value for
significance at. 01 Level. So, the
obtained ‘t’ ratio is highly
significant.

Backward-Caste students
hold significantly higher level of
caste- prejudice towards
forward castes than what
forward caste students hold
towards backward castes:
because the caste-prejudice score
of B.C. group is significantly
higher. Thus the hypothesis that
there will be significance
difference between forward
caste and backward caste
groups on caste prejudice
towards each other stands
verified.

Discussion and conclusion
Effects of Caste-belongingness
and Residential Area on Caste-
prejudice:

Caste-belongingness has
been found significantly
influencing caste-Prejudice of
Backward caste and forward
caste groups towards each
other group. F.C. group has
obtained significantly lower
mean score than B.C. group on
caste-Prejudice. This denotes
that forward caste students are
significantly less Prejudiced
towards backward caste
students than what backward
cast students are Prejudiced
towards forward caste students.
It also denotes that backward
caste belongingness increases
Prejudices towards forward

castes whereas forward caste
belongingness reduces
Prejudices towards backward
castes. Our findings do not
support the findings of Prasad
(1972), Hassan and Sarkar
(1975) and Khan (2006).

Who reported caste-
Prejudices higher in upper castes
in comparison to backward
castes and scheduled-castes.

On analysing the impact of
residential area on caste-
Prejudice we find that there is
differential trend of effect of
residential area on caste-
Prejudice of forward caste and
backward caste groups towards
each other group. Urban
subjects have displayed
significantly lower level of
casts-Prejudice in F.C. group
whereas this group has
displayed significantly higher
level of caste-Prejudice in B.C.
group in comparison to rural
subjects. It is revealed by the
investigation that urbanization
lowers caste-Prejudice of
forward castes towards
backward castes but this
variable increases caste-
Prejudices of backward castes
towards forward castes. Our
finding related to forward
castes support the finding of
Kuppuswamy (1956), Singh ct
al (1960), Hassan et al (1976-
1977), Anant (1974); and Singh
and Kumar (1975). Our findings
related to backward castes
support the finding of
Chatterjee et al (1972).
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A Study of
Working Pattern
and Socio-economic

Status of Female

Workers”
(with special reference to

Sitamarhi District)

Jayati

Introduction

One major problem of the present time is to
investigate into the olifferencial traits of working
females. It is more pertinent and significant in
context of Indian culture where the number of
working females is increasing very rapidly and
since it is being viewed as a new phenomenon it
is poses serious problems relating role conflict
and role strain resulting into unsatisfactory family
life in most of the cases. So, it remain a problem
to investigate into those psychological traints
including cogmitine style and conservation
liberaligm which might be helpful in reducing
role conflict and role strain of working women in
Indian context.

It is almost universally accepted that the
women’s primary role in that of a name-maker
and that of the man to provide subsistence to his
family. Under certain conditions, in addition to
the role of a housekeeper women also participate
sometimes in the gainful activity of the
community. Thus we find that some women like
to be working while some do not, the question
why does man work? Is not significant as he is
regarded as the natural bread carner and
therefore he is expected to provide subsistence
to his family. But why does a women become a

Research Scholar B.R.A.B.U., Muzaffarpur

Psychology

working lady? Assumes special significance as the
whole range of her activities in expected to centre
around household affairs. Hence it is intended to
seek answer to the question of working women
have different personality characteristics
including cognitive style and conservatism.

Role expectations and conflict of
working women:-

An overall majority of the employed women
feels that as a consequence of their employment
there is no conflict of Authority between husband
and wife. In response to a question whether they
feel that if wires work there in conflict of authority
between them, nearly 70% of the working women
expressed disagreement with it. The reason why
such a large proportion of the working wires do
not feel any problem of adjustment in their
interpersonal relationship with their husbands
may be in the fact that they have not experienced
such difficulties. Husbands of working women
may be sharing the responsibility more in a sense
of helping their wires rather than taking it as
domination by them it has been suggested that
in so intimate a relationship as marriage what is
more important for a working partner of getting
the necessary task done is that whoever is
available doge it without either partner feeling
superior or inferior about it. It seems that it is
exactly this that is happening in the families of
the employed women.

It is being increasingly argued that for
amancipation of Indian women and for their full
integration in economic development. They
should be encouraged to participate in economic/
remuneratiw activities. Kapur (1969) Chakrabarty
1974, Devi and Ravindra 1965, Murphy 1950
winter, 1969, Huston 1961, Kiran Bedi 1972,
Mother Teresa 1979, Karnam Malleswami 2000,
Purnita Arora 2004, Pratibha Patil 2007, Meira
Kumar 2009, Sangita 1993 conducted her study
on a sample of 480 women-240 working women
and 240 Non-working women belonging to both
urban and rural areas. Mohsin conservatism of
both working and non-working females. The
parametric Statical device namely t. test used for
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the analysis and treatment of
the obtained data. The findings
were as predicted. Non-
working women were found
significantly More conservation
than their working counterparts
in case of both urban and rural
areas.

The foregoing reformers
indicate that same studies have
been made in Indian and
abroad relating to various
aspects of working women in
Indian context.

Hypothesis
Hypothesis is ment a
hypothetical statement

showing the relation between
two or more variables (chaplin
1975) defined hypothesis as an
assumption which serves a
tentatine explanation looked
from another point of view, a
hypothesis may be answered by
an experiment of series of
observation similarly (Reber
1997) define hypothesis as “ Any
statement Proposition or
assumption that serves as a
tentatine explanation of certain
factors” Kerlinger (1986)
defined hypothesis as a
conjectural statement of the
relation between two or more
variables.

A scientific hypothesis
mentioned above were kept in
view:-

(1) working urban women
would differ significantly
from their rural working
women counter pay in
their social pattern.

(2) There would be
significant relationship
between urban and rural
women in respect of
economical status.

Methodology

Test and scale:- In the present study some standard tests and
scales were used for the collection of relevant data. They were as
under:-

1. Socio-economic Status Scales

Two types of SES scales were used to determine the socio-
economic status of the subject. Sharma SES scale 1975 was used to
determine the SES of urban and rural subjects. This scale consists
of twenty (20) items pertaining to educational professional, income,
future, savings, housing and other facilities which the family has
each items has different alternative choices from which the
respondent has to select on alternative choice. The reliability co-
efficient or this scale is 0.91 and 0.94 by test retest method and split
half method (add-even method) respectively the validity of this
scale in also very high (0.94).

Result and Discussion

Comparison between working urban and rural women in social
pattern.

Attempt was made examine the impact of social pattern of the
women whether working urban and rural on their social aspect. On
the basis of the scores on socio-economic status scale the responded
were divided into urban and rural groups. The result were recorded
in table I chisquare showing the significant of the effect of social
affiliation on working urban and rural women'’s scores.

Table-1
Subject N Urban Rural u2 Df P
Urban working women 200 11960% 8140% 345 1 .05
Rural working women 200 9347%  10753% 345 1 0.05

The statistical recorded in table I showed in the significant effect
of social pattern affiliation on working urban and working rural
women, the responded did not differ significant by in their socio-
economic score. The score obtained on socio- economic scale by
the sharma N=200 and the rural respondent (N=200) were analysed
and treated with the T ratio test and the results were recorded in
Table II given below.

Table-11

MEAN, SD VE T showing the impact of social affiliation on
working urban and working rural women.

N Mean SD SE T df P

200 116.33 26.41 1.951.26398 0.05
200 113.55 28.21 2.081.26398 0.05

This statistical mentioned in table II showing significant effect
of social affiliation on working urban and rural women'’s. The urban
and rural respondent did not differ significantly from each other
in terms of their sonio scores.

Subject
Social pattern urban working

Social pattern of rural working
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The difference between the mean scores of the urban subjects
166.33 and that of the rural subject 113.55 was not found significant
even at .05 level of confidence T 1.26 df, 398 P>.05. This hypotheses
of the present study was rejected.

Effect of socio-economic status on urban and rural working
women.

It was attempted to examine the effect of socio-economic status
both working urban and rural women’s. The chi-squize test a non
parametric statistic used for the analysis and treatment of the data
and results thus obtained were recorded in Table III.

Table-111

Chi-squire showing the impact of socio-economic status on urban
working women and rural working women.

Subject Urban working Rural working Df P
socio-economic socio-economic
Status Group  Status Group
Urban working 55.39% 87.61% 928 1 .01
Rural working 163.62% 98.38%

It was hypothesized that significant of rural SES group would
show less and as those of low SES group which was confirmed.

However it was thought proper to verify the results chi-squire
test using T test which is more reliable parameter test mean S.D an
SE of the score obtained socio-economic scale (1980) were calculated
and “T” test was used to verify significant of the difference between
mean scores of the those groups and the results were recorded in
Table IV, Mean S.D SE and “T” showing the significant of the impact
of socio-economic status on urban working women and rural
working women.

Table-1V
Subject N Mean S.D SE T Df 1
Urban working women 200 116 .31 29.26 247 3.99 398 .01

Rural working women 200 128.68 30.78 191

The result contained in table no IV showed a significant impact
of socio-economic status on urban & rural of both the working
women. The subjects of low SES group were found more high SES
groups. The difference between the mean score of the rural SES
group (M=128.68) and that of the urban SES group (M=116.31) were
found significant beyond .01 level of confidence (T=3.99 df 398 P=
.01), so the hypotheses was supported the findings might
interpreted in term of lesser education more mindedness and
supertions on the part of the women of SES group as compared to
those of high SES group. The finding in agreement with those of
certain prenions studies.

>
>
>
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Thus hypothesis were

formulated by the present
study being which one tailed
hypothesis. With the help of
suitable statistical Technique
such as ehi-squire test and T
Test. In the light of the obtained
result.
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Psychology

Attitudes of
Adolescents and
Adults Towards

Contemporary
Issues

Dr.Shashi Kala Singh

Abstract

The present study attempts to explore
the attitudes of adolescents and their
mothers towards contemporary issues. The
sample of the study constituted of 120. 60
boys and 60 mothers, who belonged to the
high, middle and low Socio-economic status
(SES),. The selection was made from final
year graduation students of the colleges in
Ranchi town. The age of the students
ranged from 19 to 25 years and mothers 36
to 56 years. Among different sections of the
population college students are expected to
be exposed to the highest rate of attitudinal
change towards contemporary issues.
Attitudinal modernity scale was used for
the study. Result indicated that the level of
modernity is high in sons as compared to
their mothers in low SES, because the
mothers are illiterates or very low literates
and their sons are educated and have above
three years college education. The exposure
of modernity is greater in sons as compared
to their mothers in low SES groups.
Education was the most powerful factor
influencing the attitudinal modernity.

Key words: Socio- Economic Status and
attitudinal change

Introduction

In Social Science Literature the term
‘modernity” has been used in relation to social,
economic and political developments. Weber
(1958) in his essay, ‘The Protestant Ethic and the
Spirit of Capitalism” argued that Psychological
attitudes and motivations are the mainspring of
economic development. A vast amount of
literature has accumulated on this theme in
western social science (Almond and Verba, 1965;
Apter, 1965; Black, 1967; Dewan, 2008; Gogoi,
2010; Eisenstaedt, 1968, 1973; Geertz, 1963;
Inkeles, 1983; Inkeles and Smith, 1974; Kahl, 1968;
Lerner, 1958; Marrion, 1966; Mehta, 2010; Myrdal,
1968; Sharma, 2010; Singh, 2005, 2010 ;Singh, et,al.,
2009; Smith, 1965; Weiner, 1966).

Modernization is actually a process of change
in ways of perceiving, expressing and behaving.
Inkeles and Smith (1974) have written “The modern
is defined as a mode of individual functioning, a
set of dispositions to act in a certain way.”

Modernity denotes to positive changes in
attitudes, beliefs and values. It incorporates
rational ideas, secular attitudes, belief in human
efficacy, and expression of personal opinion on
public issues, acceptance, of democratic norms,
political participation and exposure to new
experiences.

Modernity is not a consequence of more
difference of age between the two generations. It
is an impact of urban industrial exposure, mass
media exposure and more importantly education.
If the two generation will have significantly
different exposure to these forces the
phenomenon of modernity will occur.

The term ‘modernity” has several usages. It is
widely employed to describe the characteristics
in technological, political, economic and social
development. Modernity is actually a personality-
cum-attitudinal characteristic of the individual It
is a ‘broad multifaceted phenomena’ (Inkles and
Smith, 1974, P. 105).

Singh (1984) describes modernity as a purely
psychological concept. He holds that it is a

University Dept. of Psychology Ranchi University, Ranchi
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mentality, an inner quality
lying within the individual as
an inseparable part of his
personality. He has defined
modernity as “an aggregate of
certain  personality-cum-
attitudinal traits which facilitate
individual growth and
development with social
responsibility and make the
individual an effective agent of
socio-economic and political
development.”

The generation gap is
particularly a phenomenon of
adolescence. Hall (1911) who
wrote the first text book on’
Adolescence of Psychology’
considered the period of
adolescence as a dividing point
between the two generations.
The adolescence has been
described in past by some
researchers as the second birth.
The western Christian society
was found to be incorrect in the
Samoa tribe studied by Mead
(1947) mainly because of the
differences in sexual values of
the western and tribal societies.

Generational differences
between students and their
parents were investigated by
Friedman, Gold and Christie
(1972). They reported that
major differences between the
younger and the older
generations existed with regard
to attitudes to students unrest,
drug intake and sex behavior.

Socio-economic status (SES)
is one of the most powerful
determinants of modernity.
One’s position in the social
hierarchy is correlated with
attitudes, values, school
achievement, and child rearing
practices, emotional stability,
aggressiveness and dominance,

verbal behavior and many
other phenomena (Gordon,
1952; Kohn, 1959)

Socio-economic status is an
important factor influencing
modernity. High positive
correlation between degree of
modernity and SES has been
demonstrated in many Indian
studies. Jawaid , (1990)
compared the attitudinal
modernity of Hindu and
Muslim college students
belonging to high , middle and
low SES levels with their
parents. He found that
generation gap is the highest in
low SES group, both in Hindu
and Muslim religion. Several
studies have examined the
influence of SES on modernity.
The SES scale used is a
combination of Parental
occupation, income, education,
and caste status. The modernity
scale covers four dimensions,
namely Personality, Socio-
Cultural, Political and Health
modernity. Singh (1984) found
that SES to be the most
powerful influence on overall
Modernity compared to the
religion (Hinduism, Islam and
Christianity), residence (rural
and urban) and Sex. The SES
was found to be the most
powerful influence on
modernity in all the four ethnic
religions namely Hindus,
Muslims, Tribal Sarna and
Tribal Christians. This was true
for total as well as for all the
dimensions of modernity.
Ashan (1982) has also found the
SES to be more powerful
influence than rural urban
residence, sex and age in the
Tribal Christian. The influence
of the SES on modernity has
also been reported by other

researchers (Alan France
Brown, 2005; Chaplin, 1991;
choo, 2010; Gangrade; 1978,
Hassan; 1993, Ishrat; 1993, John,
and Catherine, 2008, Mc Brien,
Julie 2009; Patel-Amin N 2002
Patel; et.al., 1992 Singh; 1993,
Waris; 1992).

Socio-economic status as a
determinant of generation gap
has been investigated in a
number of studies (Clark and
Seligman, 1968; Centers, 1949;
Cunningham, 1973; Gallagher,
1979; Gangrade, 1975; Halyal,
and Mallapa, 1986; Holsinger,
1973; Sack, 1973; Sen,
1962).High positive correlation
between degree of modernity
and socio-economic status has
been revealed in many studies
(Inkeles, 1975; Kahl, 1968;
Raghubansi, 1978; Singh, 1984).
There is evidence to show some
of the wvariance in the
personality and attitudes of
children according to the social
class position of the child’s
family (Sewell, 1961).

Singh (1984) studied the
influence of SES, sex, religion
and residence on modernity
The finding revealed clearly
that socio-economic status had
its influence on all the
dimensions of modernity
(personality, socio-cultural,
political and health) as well as
on the total modernity.

Sahay and Singh (1989) also
found socio-economic status to
be one of the most significant
determinants of modernity.
Their results indicated that low
SES groups had a low level of
modernity while the high SES
groups had high level of
modernity in all the
dimensions.
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Materials and Methods

Sample

We have selected 60 college students (boys)
from Ranchi town. And 60 mothers of these
students. Among different section of the
population college students are expected to be
exposed to the highest rate of social change and
modernity.

The selection of sample has been done in two
stages. In the first stage, a sampling information
questionnaire along with SES scale was
administered to large number of college final year
students (boys) of all the degree colleges located
in Ranchi city.

The information questionnaires were
distributed to all the B.Sc/B.A./B.Com. Final year
students (boys) present in their respective classes
and were collected back soon after they filled
them up.

1. Personal data included the information
about each student’s name, age, sex, course
of study (Roll No., class and name of the
college), religion, caste, marital status,
parental domicile and present address.

2. Familial data included the information of
student’s family size, parental caste,
education, occupation and income.

Thus 60 students and 60 mothers were finally
retabulated with 20 for each SES group. In each
SES group male students were 60 and 60 mothers.

Table 1: Distribution of sample of students
&their mothers retained for the study.

No. of Students

SES High  Middle Low Total
Mothers 20 20 20 60
Sons 20 20 20 60
Total 40 40 40 120
Tools
Personal Data Questionnaire: The

questionnaire obtained personal data of the
students to identify their socio-economic status.
On the basis of analysis of these questionnaires
the students were selected to represent three SES
group i.e., high, middle and low.

The Socio Economic Status (SES) Scale: This
scale has been developed by Post-Graduate
Department of Psychology, Ranchi University,
Ranchi, under the supervision of Prof. Amar
Kumar Singh. The SES scale is a combination of
parental caste, education, occupation and income.
It is supplemented by an inventory of material
possessions (consumer goods) which has positive
significant correlation with SES. The sampling
information questionnaire was supplemented by
SES scale. The SES scale combined four variables,
caste, income, occupation and education.

The Attitudinal Modernity Scale: The
Attitudinal Modernity Scale was first developed
in the six ~country Harvard University Project on
Modernization. It was later revised by the Post -
Graduate Department of psychology, Ranchi
University to add certain themes unique to the
Indian society, such as the joint family, the caste
system, social customs etc. Recently, a dimension
of health modernity has been added to it.

These four dimensions of the scale have
statistically significant positive inter-correlations
and therefore they were combined to make a total
attitudinal modernity scale. Each dimension has
five themes and each theme measured by 5 Likert
type items. Thus, each dimensional scale
consisted of 25 items and the Total Attitudinal
Modernity Scale consisted of 100 items. The range
of the score was 100-500 for the total scale and
25-125 for each dimensional scale.

Coding

The responses on the attitudinal items were
coded in such a way that higher scores 4-5
indicated more modern attitudes than the lower
scores of 1, 2 and 3. For each number of sons &
mothers.

Result & Discussion

We have made comparisons of son-mother
and calculated generation gap scores for each
dimension of modernity as well as total
modernity. The mean scores of sons and mothers
and their generation gap scores are given in table-
3.Here it has been marked that sons are more
modern than their mothers.

Further we have also compared the
modernity scores of sons with their mothers
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through t values. The mean scores, SDs and t
values have been reported in table 4: In three
dimensions of modernity as well as total
modernity the t values of son - mother are
statistically not significant only in relation to
health modernity. The t values in relation to other
dimensions of modernity as well as total

Here it is marked that all the three SES groups’
sons have obtained higher scores than mothers
invariable in all the four dimensions of modernity
as well as total modernity.

Table 3: Generational Gap on Modernity
Between Sons & Mothers

Personality  Socio-  Political ~ Health Total

modernity are statistically significant. This has Modernity ~cultural Modernity Modernity Modernity
given an idea that the effect of modernizing factor Modernity
is greater in the sons as compared to their ~ Sons 8603 8588 8742  86.17 34550
mothers. This has supported our earlier findings ~ (N=60)
in this respect. Mothers
(N=60) 82.00 77.50 82.30 80.53  322.20
Table 2: Modernity scores of Sons & Mothers D:M 403 8138 512 564 23.30
Modernity (Means Scores) Figure 3.1
SES
Levels n
Persona- Socio- Political Health Total :EE
lity  Cultural b S
Mothers H 88.4 85.1 88.8 87.2 349.2 " ' J i e
M 82.2 79.3 85.4 82.7 329.6 "
L 754 68.1 72.7 71.7 2878 Fersonality Sexio-Culturd Palicical Health
Sons H 90.5 96.9 98.0 91.5 376.8
M 84.7 83.8 84.8 854 3387 Table 4: Comparison ofMothers and Sons on
L 89 770 796 816 3211 Modernity
. Mothers (N=60) Sons (N=60) t
Figure 2.1 Mean  S.D. Mean S.D.
100 Personality 82.00 11.38 86.03 1134 1.94 x
= Modernity
0 Socio-Cultural 77.50  16.11 85.88 1497 295 *
5 : :::M Modernity
& . ‘ ‘ Political 8230  14.11 87.42 1595 1.86 «x
" Personality Spaio-Cuhurd Paliical Heakh MOdernity
Health 80.53 13.23 86.17 1237 242 **
Figure 2.2 Modernity
Total 32220 47.88 34550 4820 2.66 *
- Modernity
) N.B. * Significant at 0.01 level.
:'. - **  Significant at 0.05 level.
' — X Significant at 0.10 level.
. L Variation in Generation Gap
The generations differ with each other in their
Figure 2.3 attitudes, beliefs, values, likes and dislikes.
- Ultimately there are variations in the attitudinal
. modernity of different generations. The variations
" may also be different for one dimension or other
- e dimension of modernity. One of the aims of the
" o present study is also to examine the variations in
o generation gap. To examine the variations in
e s e e generation gap in relation to the different
. 4 .
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dimensions of modernity as well as total
modernity we are presenting the generation gap
scores of son - mother comparisons in (table- 5).

Table 5: Son - Mother Differences On Modernity

Personality ~ Socio-  Political ~ Health Total
Modernity  cultural Modernity Modernity Modernity
Modernity
S-M 4.03 8.38 5.12 5.64 23.30

Means statistically non-significant

Here it is noted that generation gap varying
in four dimension of modernity. The generation
gap is the lowest in relation to personality
modernity (4.03) and highest in relation to socio-
cultural modernity (8.38). The generation gap
with regard to personality modernity is (5.12) and
for political modernity the value is (5.47).When
total modernity is concerned the generation gap
score is (23.30).

We have marked generation gap in relation
to each dimension of modernity through son &
mother. Further we have also ranked each
dimension separately for low, middle and high
SES categories. Their ranking is shown in

Table 6: SES and Ranking of Dimensions of
Modernity on Generation Gap

Personality ~ Socio-  Political ~ Health Total
Modernity  cultural Modernity Modernity Modernity
Modernity
High SES
S-M 21 11.8 9.2 43 274
Middle SES
S-M 2.5 4.5 -0.6 2.7 9.1
Low SES
S-M 7.5 8.9 6.9 9.9 33.3
Total 12.1 252 16 .7 16.9 69. 8
Ranking 1 4 2 3

As for as the socio - cultural modernity is
concerned the generation gap is the highest in this
dimension for all SES groups. Not only is this but
in almost comparisons the generation gap in
relation to the socio- cultural modernity highest.
The lowest generation gap shown by middle SES
group. Further from the table 6, it is also evident
that the highest generation gap (33.3) has been
show by low SES group. As discussed in earlier,
we expected highest generation gap in low SES
groups. The mothers of low SES groups are
educationally and occupationally poor and lower

by caste. The degree of exposure of modernization
factors are also lesser for them. Most of the
respondent’s belonging to low SES groups are
illiterates or low literates. Hence they are not very
modern. On the contrary the sons of low SES
parents are students of college final years. They
have an exposure of four year college education
which is major factor behind their modernity.
Thus, the gap between the sons and their mothers
belonging to low SES groups is very sharp and
greater degree.
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Psychology

Impact of Socio-
psychological
Factors on
Religious
Participation
Among Hindu and
Muslim Students

Kanchan Kumar

Introduction and Objectives

The main aim of the present research work is
to study with a view to exploring the role of some
of the personal, situational and personality
variables on religious participation and religious
activities among Hindu and Muslim college
students. It addition to this present investigation
proceeded to seek the impact of residential area,
attitude, marital status, caste and personality
character e.g. anxiety, neuroticism, extraversion
and security-insecurity.

The main burning problems to studies the
religious participation and religious activities
towards some socio-psychological factors. These
socio-psychological factors have their immense
and deep effect on religious participation,
religious activities and social making of the
students.

In the recent past psychologists, sociologists
and educationalists showed a keen interest in
carrying out researches relating to different
aspects for the differences in religious
participation towards socio-psychological factors
mentioned above. Hindu and Muslim college

students who are the central point in the present
research work. It is so difficult to give accurate
definition of religion . There are many definitions
of religion, in which some definitions are
mentioned below:-

Oxford advanced dictionary stated that
Religion is one of the various system of faith and
worship, based on such belief.”

According to the chambers of the dictionary,
“Religion is the performance of our duties of love
and obedience towards God.”

In psychological terms - “Religion is a power
which simply controls human behavior and
physiological process.’

In this research work personality character
e.g. anxiety, neuroticism, extraversion, attitude
etc. did play important role on religious
participation and religious activities among
Hindu and Muslim college students. A brief
introduction of these personality characters are
given below:-

1- Anxiety:- Anxiety is a state of mental
uneasiness resulting from conflict in which
fear is aroused. Anxiety is a generalized
emotional state while worry is related to
specific situations, such as examinations,
parties, religious places etc. Worry comes
from an objective problems while anxiety
comes from subjective problems.

2- Neuroticism:-A neuroticis only a person with
an excess of the external and internal
difficulties and in adequacies from which
every one suffers in some degree.
Neuroticism is a personality feature
characterized by neurotic or psycho neurotic
symptoms. Neurotics are mentally ill. They
are unhappy, anxious, Inadequacy and low
stress tolerance, fearfulness and anxiety,
tension or irritability, egocentricity and
disturbed interpersonal relationships,
persistent non-integrative behavior,
dissatisfaction and unhappiness, psychological
and somatic symptoms. He seems medically fit.
Most common symptoms are fatigue. He faces
sleep disturbances. Fatigueiis clearly psychological
based. He refuses helps from every one.

Research Scholar, Jai Prakash University Chapra (Bihar)
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He always shows
defensive action. They are
rigid and emotional. He
faces his life such a heavy
burden. He feels that he is
fighting for his very life
and he becomes self
centered. Neurotics are
prone to be tense,
confused mind ,
pessimistic, dissatisfied
with his life . He is unable
to express his problem. He
avoids the challenges and
struggles.

. Extraversion:- The
extrovert is a person who
values the outer world,
seeks for social approval
and tends to confirm to
the moral of his society.
He is social and
optimistic. He is fond of
practical jokes, always has
a readymade answer and
generally likes changes.
He is extensive rather than
intensive, experimental
rather than theoretical,
materialistic rather than
mentalist. Extrovert has a
more objective outlook
and lack of self control.

In the other hand introvert
has a more subjective
outlook and he is a self
control person.

. Attitude- Attitude involve
lasting likes and dislike
towards himself, other
persons, objects or issues.
Attitude involve more
than positive and negative
feelings.

Hypothesis

The Main hypothesis of this

investigation are —

(i) There shall be significant
difference among Hindu

(i)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

and Muslim college
students belonging to
Forward and Backward
class in their religious

participation and
activities.

Hindu and Muslim
college students
belonging to urban and
rural areas shall

significantly differ in their
attitude towards religious

participation and
activities.
Hindu and Muslim

college students shall
significantly differ in
marital status in their
religious participation
and activities.

Hindu and Muslim
college students shall
differ significantly in
anxiety, neuroticism,
extraversion and security-
insecurity scale.

Hindu and Muslim
college students shall
differ significantly in their

attitude towards

following religious

questions:-

(@) “Worship Helps in
success”.

(b) “The faith in God
increases  during

examination period” .

(c) “Do religious
activities improve
memory”.

(d) “Theresponses, if the
religious people are
hypocrites,
respectable, idealist
and superstitious”.

(e) “The responses
towards need of [ am
Pandit in religious
activities”

Method of Study

(@)

(if)

(ii)

Samples:- The
investigation has been
conducted on 100 Hindu
and 100 Muslim college
students of degree level to
be taken randomly from
both urban and rural areas
as per their availability
under Chapra and Siwan
districts of Bihar, under
the jurisdiction of Jai
Prakash University,
Chapra. Their age range
17-20 years.

Measuring Instruments:-
To measure the different
objective the following
tests or inventories have
been used:-

(@) Personal data blank
for eliciting
information with
regard to back ground
variables-caste,
marital status etc.

(b) Comprehensive test
of anxiety(CTA).

(c) Eysenck Personality
Inventory(EPI).

(d) Security and
Insecurity Inventory
(SI).

(e) A questionnaire for
attitude measure-
ment.

Procedure:- In the present
research residential area
and socio-psychological
variables e.g. anxiety,
neuroticism, extraversion,
security-insecurity and
attitude have served as
independent variables.
The effect of residential
area have been
investigated on socio-
psychological factors as
whole, as well as, religious
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participation and religious
activities. Five inventories
and scales were applied to
a sample of 200 subjects in
which 100 Hindu and 100
Muslim students were
selected. The collection of
data extended over a
period of five sessions.
Different  tests  of
personality, personal data
blank and a questionnaire
eliciting the information
were administered
accordingly.

(iv) Statistical Analysis:- In the
present investigation, the
choice of statistical
technique was applied for
the treatment of collected
data by following
considerations:-

(a) Beforeemployingany
parametric statistics,

the frequency
distribution of score
and different

personality variables
were tested.

(b) Chi-Squire technique
was employed in
order to compare the
frequency amongst
Hindu and Muslim
college students.

() "t ratio was
employed in order to
compare high and
low scores on
different frequencies
of visits, religious
places and religious
activities and in
respect of different
personality variables.

(d) Two ways ANOVA
was employed in
order to compare
different personality
variables.

Discussion

The present investigation
devoted to highlighting the
present findings. The two
aspects namely methodology
and the findings of any research
are interlocked. It may be
recalled that the variables
covered in the study are
attitudinal. Personal and
different personality factors
were caste, socio-economic
status, residential area, anxiety,
neuroticism, extraversion and
security -insecurity. These
variables have been studied in
relation to religious
participation and religious
activities, the independent
variables. In general parametric
tests have been preferred,
because the distribution of
scores for all the variables do
not depart for normality.
Hence, ‘t'-like test, Chi-squire
test , two way analysis of
variance(ANOVA) have been
employed. The assumption of
normality has been accepted in
the present research and all the
distributions of scores on all the
variables for the purpose of
statistical treatment have been
found to be normal. For the
present research two groups of
subjects e.g. Hindu and Muslim
college students, urban male &
female, rural male & female,
which drown randomly from
population comparing
undergraduate students
reading in different colleges
located at Chapra and Siwan
districts of Bihar.

The finding may be pointed
out to the fact and overall
picture emerging out of
analysis and discussion can be
briefly summarized as that the
Hindu and Muslim samples

showed the need of religious
participation and religious
activities.

Thus, finding indicated
that the various situational
personal and other personality
variables did play important
role in motivating them in
relation to religious participation
and religious activities.

Conclusion

The mail conclusions is
furnished below:-

(i) The Hindu Forward
Castes significantly differ
from Hindu Backward
castes in relation to their
religious participation as

visit to place of
worship(Temple).
(i) The Hindu Forward

Castes significantly differ
from Muslim Forward
Castes in terms of their
visit to place of worship in
relation to their attitude of
religious participation.
(iii) The Hindu Backward
Castes did not
significantly differ from
Muslim Backward Castes
in terms of their visit to
place of worship in
relation to their attitude
of religious participation.

(iv) The Hindu samples
belonging to urban and
rural areas significantly
differ in attitude towards
religious participation as
visit to their temple on
daily, weekly and
occasionally.

(v) The Muslim samples
belonging to urban and
rural areas did not
significantly differ in their
attitude towards visit the
mosque on daily, weekly
and occasionally.
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(vi)

(vii)

The Hindu and Muslim
married samples did not
significantly differ in their

attitude towards religious
participation as visit to
temple and mosque, while
on Hindu and Muslim
unmarried samples
significantly differ in their
attitude towards visit to
temple and mosque.

The Hindu and Muslim
samples differ
significantly in their
attitude towards religious
participation and
religious activities on
anxiety, neuroticism,
extraversion score, while
that the Hindu and
Muslim samples did not
significantly differ in their
attitude towards religious
participation and
religious activities on
security-insecurity scores.

(viii) The Hindu and Muslim

nati

samples significantly
differ in their attitude in
relation to religious
participation and
religious activities
towards the question ,
“Worship helps in
success,”, “The faith in
God increases during
examination period”, “Do
religious activities
improve memory”, “the
responses towards need of
I am Pandit, and “ the
responses, if religious
people are hypocrites,
respectable, idealist and
superstitious”. etc.

In view of the broad
onal policy in the direction

of religious changes, the study
is of great importance since
these religious problems and
social attitude determine to an
extent how an individual
received and responds to the
measures aimed at his/her
religious elevations. Present
work is an effect to explore
some of the socio-psychological
factors behind the religious
participation in both Hindu and
Muslim college students.
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Psychology

A Comparative
Study on
Depression of
Male and
Female
Adolescents

Smritikana Mitra Ghosh

Abstract

The aim of the present investigation
was to study the effect of gender on
depression level of adolescents. Sample
consisted of 80 school students. Out of these
40 were male and 40 were female
adolescents selected from Ranchi and
Bokaro town. Their age ranged from 14 to
16 years. All the participations were given
the tools of Beck Depression Inventory.
Data was analyzed by using Means, SDs
and “t” values. Result showed significant
influence of gender on depression .It was
found that female adolescents exhibit
higher level of depression than the male
adolescents (t=10.53; P<0.01).

Introduction

Depression is a serious and pervasive
mood disorder. It causes feelings of sadness,
hopelessness, helplessness, and
worthlessness. Depression can be mild to
moderate with symptoms of apathy, little
appetite, difficulty sleeping, low self-
esteem, and low-grade fatigue. Or it can be
more severe.

Depression in children and adolescents can
interfere with normal developmental tasks
forming friendships, mastering social and
academic skills, achieving independence. Almost
everyone feels sad sometimes, but most often sad
moods are transitory, reactive to negative
experiences, separation, loss, failure, family
conflict and do not necessarily portend
depression. However, when sad feelings persist
over time and color the way a person functions,
he or she may be experiencing a clinical
depression. In many cases there appears to be a
genetic component to depression. Studies have
found a higher percentage of depression and
other mental disorders in the families of people
diagnosed with depression than is found in the
general population.

Depression in teens is often described as the
invisible illness. Statistically in a school of 1000
students, as many as 100 may experience
depression sever enough to warrant a psychiatric
diagnosis. Adolescents are less likely to feel
depressed or anxious if the peer group provides
emotional support (Buhrmester, 1992).

During early adolescence, as males and
females develop different explanatory styles, they
also develop different styles of coping in stressful
situations. Research has shown that rumination
(thinking and talking about a problem, rather
than seeking out a distracting activity or solution)
is one of the risk factors associated with higher
rates of depression among adolescent females.
Males, in contrast, use more problem solving and
distraction techniques. A number of studies show
that individuals who ruminate when distressed
show longer and more severe periods of
depression symptoms and are more likely to
develop.

Studies show that the higher incidence of
depression in females” adolescence is because of
roles and expectations change dramatically. The
stresses of adolescence include forming an
identity, confronting sexuality, separating from
parents, and making decisions for the first time,
along with other physical, intellectual, and
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hormonal changes. These
stresses are generally different
for males and females, and may
be associated more often with
depression in females. Some
researchers have suggested that
men and female differ in their
expression of emotional
problems. In adolescence,
males are more likely to
develop behavioral and
substance abuse problems,
while females are more likely to
become depressed. Kessler, et al
(1994) reported in his findings
that 21.3% of females and 12.7 %
of males suffer from depression
at sometimes during their lives.
The fact that females have
traditionally had lower status,
power and income than males,
must worry more than males
about their personal safety and
are the victims of sexual
harassment and assault much
more often than males.

Past research has indicated
higher levels of depression
among adolescent females
compared to adolescent males,
and the explanations for this
difference have been explored
in depth (Allgood-Merton,
Lewinsohn, & Hops, 1990;
Katragadda & Tidwell, 1998;
Obeidallah, McHale, &
Silbereisen, 1996, Swanson,
Linskey, Quintero-Salinas,
Pumareiga, & Holzer, 1992;
Vannatta, 1996).

In regard to the gender
difference, some research
suggests that during puberty, a
combination of genetic factors
and negative life events is more
likely to result in depression for
females than males. There is
increasing evidence that female

adolescents and adults are more
likely than their male peers to
become depressed, both
clinically and suhclinically
(Baron & Camphell, 1993;
Kashani et al., 1987; Petersen,
Sarigiani, & Kennedy, 1991;
Weissman, 1987).

Before adolescence, the rate
of depression is about the same
in females and males. However,
with the onset of puberty, a
girl’s risk of developing
depression increases
dramatically to twice that of
males. Experts believe that the
increased chance of depression
in female may be related to
changes in hormone levels that
occur throughout a woman’s
life. These changes are evident
during puberty, pregnancy,
and menopause as well as after
giving birth or experiencing a
miscarriage. In addition, the
hormone fluctuations that occur
with each month’s menstrual
cycle probably contribute to
premenstrual syndrome, or
PMS, and premenstrual
dysphoric disorder, or PMDD
a severe syndrome marked
especially by depression,
anxiety, and mood swings that
occurs the week before
menstruation and interferes
with normal functioning of
daily life.

According to the National
Institutes of Health, factors that
increase the risk of depression
in female include reproductive,
genetic, or other biological
factors; interpersonal factors;
and certain psychological and
personality characteristics.
Female juggling work with
raising kids and female who are

single parents suffer more stress
that may trigger symptoms of
depression. Other factors that
could increase risk include:

* Family history of mood
disorders

* History of mood disorders
in early reproductive
years

* Loss of a parent before age
10

* Loss of social support
system or the threat of
such a loss

* Ongoing psychological
and social stress, such as
loss of a job, relationship
stress, separation or
divorce

* Physical or sexual abuse
as a child

¢ Use of certain medications

Female can also get
postpartum depression after
the birth of a baby. Some people
get seasonal affective disorder
in the winter. Depression is one
part of bipolar disorder.

Hypothesis

There will be significant
difference between male and
female adolescents on Depression
scale.

Method

Sample

Eighty school students
from different schools of Ranchi
and Bokaro town participated
in this study. They were
selected using a stratified
random sampling technique.
There were 40 male and 40
female respondents ranging
are-group 14 to 16 years.
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Instrument

Beck Depression Inventory (BDI, 1961)

BDl is a self-report measure of depression, consisting 21 items
that assess the severity of affective, behavioural, cognitive and
somatic symptoms of depression. Each item is scored on a 3 - point
scale. It comprised of 20 items as its one item having sexual
connotation was dropped, so score range of BDI is 0.60 and
construct validity is 0.84.

Procedure

The BDI was administered to both groups with instructions to
complete all questions honestly and not to discuss the questions
with fellow students. Scoring was done according to the respective
scoring keys. In order to fulfill the objective of the study the score
obtained were analysized with mean, SD’s and t values.

Result and Discussion

Table -1: Number and Percentages of adolescents with depression
indentified with Beck Depression Inventory.

Level of Depression Male Female

N Percentage N Percentage
Low depression 25 62.5 10 25
Mild depression 12 30 8 20
Moderate depression 3 7.5 22 55
Severe depression 0 0 0 0

It is evident from Table - I that the prevalence of depression is
significantly higher among female adolescent. Fifty five percent of
the female found to have Moderate depression, twenty percent
were under the Mild depression and twenty five percent were
having Low depression. In male group 62.5% were having low
depression, 30% were under the mild level of depression and 7.5%
were under the moderate level of depression. No case of severe
depression was identified in both groups (Males and Females).

Table - II: Means, SDs and comparative statistics of Male and Female
on Beck Depression Inventory.

Group N Mean SD t df P Value
40 7.9 2.8 10.53 77 <0.01
Male
Female 40 15.8 39

The Table - II suggests that their exist a gender influence on
depression. The mean of depressive behaviour of females (M=15.8)
is higher than the mean of depressive behaviour of males (M =7.9).
So females have shown more depressive behaviour than males.
Hence it can be said that the present findings goes with the
hypothesis formulated. In order to see whether the mean difference

between the two variable is
significant or not t-ratio was
calculated the value of which is
10.53 (df = 77). The t- value at
0.05 level of confidence is 1.99
and at 0.01 level of confidence
are 2.64. Thus the obtained t-
value is more than the value at
.01 level of significance. Hence
it can be interpreted that
difference between the two
mean is actual and has not
occurred by chance. So the
hypothesis that females will
show more depressive
behaviour than males is
supported by the current
findings. This finding
confirmed the earlier findings
of Cyranowski, Frank, and
Young et al 2000.

Discussion

Female adolescent exhibit
higher level of depression than
the male adolescents. The
possible explanations would
probably have to be linked with
environmental and cultural
factor. Several investigations
suggested that females already
carry a heavier load of risk
factors of depression from
childhood (hormonal, genetic,
biological) but it is not until
those factors are activated by the
special challenges of
adolescence that they crystallize
in to a greater vulnerability to
depression (Nolen-Hoeksema,
1994, Kendler, Gardner, Neale
etal., 1998).The higher incidence
of depression in female begins
in adolescence, when roles and
expectations change
dramatically, many factors
unique to female are suspected
to play a role in developing
depression. Individuals with
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certain characteristics- low self
esteem, a sense of having little
control over life events, and
proneness to excessive worrying-
are more likely, to develop
depression.

Conclusion

Female adolescents feel
more depression than Male
adolescents.
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English Literature

Indian Society in
the Novels of
Manohar
Malgonkar

Dr. Ganga Sagar Prasad Singh

“Every writer grows up as a member of a
particular society; and the structure of his
personality, his views of life, and his emotional
conflicts and communication are conditioned by
social factions.” —Henry Bamford Packes

Literature reflects not only the dreams and
ideas, hopes and aspirations, failures and
disappointments, motives and passions,
experiences and observation, unity and division,
and the spirit and the flesh of the Universe but
also the social, cultural and spiritual substances
of a race or a nation. Being the member of a
society, a writer can never be free from the social,
cultural and spiritual spirit of the society. In this
context Manohar Malgonkar is not an exception
of the assumptions.

In the whole spectrum of literature, Indo-
Angliam fictions have established a mighty
monarchy in the history of International cultural
relations and cosmopolitan harmony. They
embody their own settings, own characters, own
ethos, own atmosphere, own myths, own symbols
; and reveal greater confidence and deeper
sensibility not only for Indians but for the world.

Of all great soldiers of the monarchy,
Malgonkar is one of them who attain a prominent
position in the realm of literature. He is
thoroughly an Indian in style, in the use of similes
and metaphors; and he universalised Indian
atmosphere and literary tradition all over the
world. He has published four novels in the course

of five years. Their artistic maturity, plottings and
expert method of telling stories exhibit his ability,
Conscience, attitude, thoughts and feelings. His
heroes seek happiness in their families and
specially in the company of their wives. His
attitude towards love, sex and marriage, his
approach to the problem of Hindu-Muslim Unity,
his sympathy towards the Anglo-Indians, his
presentation of domestic affairs, his opinion
opposite to Rudyard Kipling about the East and
the West, and his technique and manner of
handling the materials show that he is deeply
rooted in Indian culture and is a nationalist to
the core of his heart.

Indian culture and Civilization is famous for
its spiritual bliss and comfort that it gets through
the use of materialism. People from the abroad
come in search of such bliss but they are not less
astonished at the erotic sculptures of Khajuraho
which illuminate the mystery and delight of sex.
Dr. K.R.S. Iyenger speaks of national identity for
India as “ A spiralling concept ranging from the
material to the spiritual” * Raja Rao considers
India not as a country but as an idea or a
metaphysic, Commenting on his view, Dr.
Iyenger says, “ But the ‘metaphysic” that is India
does materialise itself, and the mother concept
comprehends the material as well as the
spiritual.” > The aspects of Indian life harmonise
the image of spirituality as well as sensuality. Its
rich cultural heritage, Common beliefs, habits,
customs and common urge lead the novelists to
exemplify and illustrate them in the world.

Indianness is a concept of nationality,
flourishing of our culture, value of our experience
and the constant intuition of the Unity of all lives.
Malgenkar’s novels include almost all aspects of
Indianness. His use of simities and metaphors
enriched Indian atmosphere and literary
tradition.

Malgonkar extracts his themes for his novels
from Indian life, society, religions and political
Consciousness of the people of India. In his first
novel, “Distant Drum” there is a picture of social
life in the army as well as in the civil area. The
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principle - Unity in Diversity is
well expressed and illustrated
as the symbol of harmonious
life of the people of various
communities and their
readiness to help each other in
an hour of need and
requirement. Arun Senwal
leads a happy married life with
his wife and his friends. He is
also bold enough to face the
joking attitude of his friends at
his expense. Mr. Sonal and
other high-ups represent the
civilian life of the society. Like
all other guardians of Indian
families Mr. Sonal is anxious to
marry off his daughter with a
rich person even without her
consent and Willingness. His
sister-in-law suggests Arvind
Nathur, a typical high-brow as
prospective groom for his
daughter-Bina. He starts
negotiations on an auspicious
day and advises Mrs. Kagal -
the wife of a junior officer to
arrange a party inviting Bina
and Nathur to participate in it.
Arvind Nathur and Bina are
given an opportunity to look at
and talk to each other. But Bina
has her interests some where
else. She loves Kiran Garud and
ultimately marries him against
the convention and wishes of
her father. There is also a peep
into the bureaucratic stratum of
life. Mrs. Kagal arranges the
party with almost all care to
satisfy her husband’s boss to
win the grace from the
bureaucratic leader.

In “Combat of shadows’
there is a proper reflection of
the social life of Hindus, Anglo-
Indian and the English. The
method of leading lives of the
Hindus and Anglo-Indian

Community is different from
each other. The members of
Anglo-Indian community form
a close - a knit group but the
Hindus community is not
bound to each other in any
organic relationship. The low
class Indians, especially their
women are treated with
Contempt. These women are
shown as living to gratify the
sexual urge of their English
masters like Cookburn. If they
conceive in the process, their
husbands agree to be the fathers
of the babies just for a few
‘chips’. Preponderance of wine,
sex, jealousy and revenge in the
lives of English Characters are
nicely brought out in the novel.

In “The Princes” Malgonkar
portrays thelives of princes and
the various aspects of society in
Begwad in its totality. Through
the ‘quivering Poverty’ of
kanakchand, he suggests the
miserable life of the people of
low Castes live in Begwad. The
prince - Abhay does not show
much sympathy to those victims
of social oppressions as they
deserve. When kanakchand tells
the Prince the miserable lot of
his class, he replies, “But we did
not create these conditions.
They have come from the ages.
If anything, we have always
striven to eradicate them.” 3
These words of the Prince
provoke a sharp reaction from
kanakchand who brings about
the hollowness of his claim.
“No, you did not make me an
untouchable, Not you, you are
untouchable yourself; you
bedare; Killer, robber, ....... But
your father happened to be
Maharaja, a prince and you who
should have hung around

dustbins with the rest of us,
lived in a palace. To you, we
were just a dirty word:
untouchable.”* These words
‘show not only the agony and
resentment of the people of
depressed classes but also their
courage to challenge the
oppressors. Through Kanakchand
the author shows the changed
attitude of the down-trodden
and the emergence of political
force in them. The fact is that
Indian Society is suffering from
incorrigible conservative outlook
on Caste-system. Though
We denounce Casteism
or Caste-system, it continues
to be one of the vital parts of
our life.

Rural and Urban lives in
India are well portrayed in his
- “A Bend in the Ganges.” It
presents  “the  moving
multiplicity of the life lived in
the vast spaces of India”.” A
glimpse of the tradition -
bound-village life is succinctly
pictured in the story of the
ostracism of Gian’s grand
mother whom her husband had
picked from outside his caste.
The quarrel and litigation over
a piece of land leading to
murder and counter-murder
present in the novel are a part
of village life in the country.
Dewan Bahadur Tekchand
represents the aristrocratic
section of our society. The
picture of social life without the
characterisation of Lala
Ramnath is incomplete. He is a
leader who exploits people
when they are hit by natural
calamities like femine and is
humiliated in the end. He
resembles Mankchand in “ The
Devils Wind” and Major
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General Behi in * Bendicoot
Run.” They work against the
country.

Malgonkar presents
various aspects of the religious
life - ranging from the matching
of horoscopes before marriage
to derivation of spiritual
strength from the recitation of
the Gayatri Mantra in moments
of crisis. Religion is an
indispensable part of people’s
life in India. A country without
the religious practices of its
people is impossible. In the
context Swami Vivekanand
speaks of the Hindus : “The
Hindu man drinks religiously,
sleeps religiously, walks
religiously, marries religiously
and robs religiously” ¢ what he
says about the Hindus is
equally applicable to Muslims,
Sikkhs, Christian and others.
Religion plays a significant part
in making the Indian
sensibility. Without expressing
the religious aspects of human
beings, no novelists may
succeed in presenting the whole
aspects of a society. Malgonkar
has keen interest in portraying
the religious life of the people.
Before the marriage negotiation
of Bina and Arvind Nathur in
the “Distant Drum’, there is a
glimpse of a religious aspect in
matching of horoscopes of
them. Along with the religious
beliefs and faiths in one
particular field of life, he shows
his critical awareness of the
insincerity  that hungs
around.it. We also see the
religious harmony in the
friendship of Kiran Garud and
Abdul Jamal ; and religious
discord at its worst in the
Communal riots at the time of

India’s partition Maharaja in
‘The Princes” worships the
goddess Ambika in a very
impressive manner.

“I went on looking at him
as though spell-bound at my
father who sat next to me and
yet was somewhat far away, his
palms held out rigidly to
receive the blessings of Ambica,
The head priest, .......... went
on mumbling prayers in a
soothing, sing-song voice,
poruing a spoonful of water
over the flowers heaped at the
feet of the goddess.......... The
priest picked up some flowers
from the goddess’s feet and put
them in my father’s hands
........... After that the priest
picked up the sword, anointed
it with sandalwood paste and
red ochre and placed it firmly
into my father’s hand “. But
the Maharani’s mode of
worship is different from the
Maharaja’s. She comes before
the goddess-Sati with- tearful
eyes, perhaps, thinking over the
unsati like deeds to run away
with her Muslim lover. -
Maharaja offers his prayer to
get things to his hearts desire.
When he feels disappointment,
he derives solace from the
‘Bhagwad Gita”. He tells Abhay
that “There 1is devine
appropriateness about it all.” ®
He satisfies himself from the
following verse of ‘Gita’, “I am
rich and well-born who else is
equal to me ? I will sacrifice, I
will give; in that I shall rejoice.”
?Like most of the Indians,
Mabharaja gets inspiration from
such religious books. Nana
Saheb in “ Devil’s Wind’ sings
the Gayatri Mantra to avoid or
tide over the danger

surrounded round him. Fervent
religious attitude plays a
prominent role in “A Bend in
the Ganges.” It is Hafis who
persuades the nationalist shafi
to be Muslim League-minded.
It is only religious Orthodoxy
that creates a rift between
Hindus and Muslims. The
Muslim--Nationalists who were
struggling to get freedom for
the whole of the country resolve
to work for getting an
independent Muslim Country
Carved out of India.
Superstitions go side by side
with the religious beliefs of
Indians and so it is no wonder
they have found a way into his
novels. For the starting of a new
work, we, consider some certain
days as auspicious and
appropriate. We hesitate to
begin some new work or
expedition on some certain
days, months or dates. In the
*Combat of Shadows” When
Henery decides to go after a
‘rogue elephant, his wife
forbids him to go out for
hunting on the propsed day.
Henry pays no need to her
advice and ultimately fails to
hunt the elephant. The villagers
do not assist him in finding out
the track of the elephant. They
are afraid of arousing the wrath
of the god of elephant for
imaginative reason. This
Superstitious belief also reflects
the fatalistic attitude of our life,
How deeply rooted are the
Superstations in the mind of
Indians are fleshed out When
Nana Saheb Writes “I would
have turned in my tracks and
waited for a less malignent
hour. Something should have
warned me - perhaps a cat
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crossing my path as I stepped
out of the house, or a Vulture
perched on the gate-post” 10. at
the faiture of his meeting with
Wheelers at Kanpur.

Political Consciousness is
an integral part of Indian
society just after the emergence
of Mahatma Gandhi as a
national leader. This spirit
motivates Molgonkar but he
suffers from the evil effect of
prejudice. His novels are unable
to include all its aspects. Even
his principal characters lack
sound political Consciousness
and forget their destiny to drive
out the Britishers from India.
Lala Vishnu Saren in the
‘Distant Drum’, Jugal Kishore in
‘Combat of Shadows’ and
Kanakchand in * The Princes’
fail to get the virtue of great
leaders. Shafi is a member of a
terrorist group in “The Bend in
the Ganges’. He wants to
avenge his father’s death in the
Jalliah Wallah Bag massacre.

But he immunes himself from
his aim under the influence of
Jinnah’s two nations theory and
waits for the Creation of
Pakistan pensing his time in a
brothel and hoping to marry
Mumtaz. Devi Dayal never
comes out from the range of
personal revenge. Though
Malgonkar’s point of view.
Concerning the flavours of
national spirit in politicians is
imbued with contempt, dislike
prejudice, bias and bigotry yet
he has nicely illustrated the
political awereness of the
people “who challenge the
Prince and later on the mighty
British Empire.

In short Malgonkar in his
novels delineate a vivid
description of Indian society
like an alive commentary upon
each and every activity of our
live. The matrix of religion,
spirituality, politics, sense of
observation and sound
judgement attains matured
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culmination through his care
and artistic expression.
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Geography

Value of Forest :
Tribals and
Dwellers

Dr. Anamika Kumari

In India, many villages with a heavy
population are located in the vanity of forests. A
vast majority of rural population especially
tribals, thus depend on forests for meeting their
basic needs of fuel, wood, fodder, small timber
for agricultural implements and house
construction, food and medicines. So the question
of what is the value of the forest for tribals and
dwellers. No doubt, it has a great importance for
them but still they are deprived of certain rights
like, right during the regular forest reservation /
settlement processes, during irregularities in
forest settlement / reservation processes and
unsurveyed village, estate acquisition, shifting
cultivation, encroachment, sacred groves,
revenue forest boundary disputes.

Today more than 50 million of tribal people
live in and around forests. There is a clear overlap
between the forest and the tribal maps of the
country, as well as an overlap with poverty.'

After India gained independence in 1947,
most of the forest were nationalized. The issue of
tribal people’s rights in those forests has been
fraught with contention and is central to political
and development policy questions in India.
Historically, tribals living within and on the fringe
of forest areas have derived their livelihoods from
forests. Forests in fact have influenced their
collective imaginations, belief systems, and
culture, thereby shaping their very identity. Even
today, there is evidence of the coexistence of
tribals and forests.” systems, and culture, thereby
and forests.?

In India, about 170,000 villages with a total
population of 147 million are located in the

Teacher, +2 Raj High School, Darbhanga Post- Lalbagh

vicinity of forests. A vast majority of rural Indians
thus depend on forests for meeting their basic
needs of fuel, wood, fodder, small timber for
agricultural implements and house construction,
and food and medicines. Resources from the
“commons” provide the poorest of the poor with
last-resort livelihoods as well as security of tenure
in the form of a “place in the world.”?

So, forest areas have been the most useful
destination for the tribals and forest dwellers from
the ancient times in India. Different states / UTs
have their own geographical areas and protected
forests.

The following tables shows the total forest
area by the different states / UTs and forest coves
in India focusing on the reserved forest and
protected forests. (Table 1).*

Table - 1

Assessment Year Forest % of Total
Area Cover  Geographical

Estimate Area
First 1987 64.08 19.49
Second 1989 63.88 19.43
Third 1991 63.94 19.45
Fourth 1993 63.94 19.45
Fifth 1995 63.89 19.43
Sixth 1997 63.34 19.27
Seventh 1999 63.73 19.39
Eighth 2001 65.39 19.89
Ninth 2003 67.78 20.62
Tenth 2005 67.71 20.60
Eleventh 2007 69.09 21.02

The following table also compares the forest
areas of India with other different countries in
the world, to understand the clear, picture about
the forest area which is quite less compare to its
total population than other countries. (Table 2).5
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Table - 2
Country Population Forest Other Total Area Forest Wooded
(Million) area Wooded Under Forest Land (ha
(000ha) Land and Wooded | 1000/Population)
(000ha) Land
(000ha)
India 1079 67701 4110 71811 66
China 1326 197290 87615 284905 215
Brazil 178 477698 0 477698 2673
Indonesia 217 88495 0 88495 406
Germany 82 11076 0 11076 134
UK 59 2845 20 2865 48
French 59 15554 1708 17262 287
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Now question arises also
that what is the value of forest
for tribals and dwellers. The
distinctions between stock (the
forest and flow output) is one
aspect of forest resource
management that is often
overlooked or misunderstood.
The problem arises when we try
to put a value to these.
Valuation of the forest or the
stock is quite different from
valuation of forest output or the
flow of benefits from this stock.
While the functions that the
forest performs are varied and
to an extent still not absolutely
clear to ecologists, the valuation
of the flow of benefits is much
simpler. The object is to manage
the forest in such a way that
maximizes the interest or
revenue, and thus make the
forest as remunerative as
possible.®

In this context it seems
essential to first know the
objectives to which a given
forest of species is to be put,
such as heavy timber, fuel or
poles, or protection against
erosion, or preservation for
dimate; this is an aspect of
‘forest utilization and is rarely
understood properly. However,
forests provide numerous
benefits and in this method of
valuing forests, many other
benefits are completely
ignored. Such a valuation
ignores the value of
biodiversity. It ignores the
value of medicinal products in
the forest, especially to the
locals. It ignores the local
livehiloods depends on the
forest. It ignores the soils and
waterheds that the forest stand
protects. It ignores the benefits

that forests provide as wildlife
habitats. It ignores the support
that forests provide for
wilderness recreation. It ignores
a host of related benefits that are
still not understood properly.”
Valuation of forest is thus
extremely difficult and
complex. The longer-term social
and environmental
ramifications of current
production and consumption
decisions cannot be ignored.
Economic rationality
encompasses not only concerns
of efficiency and equity, but
also of ecological resilience and
of intergenerational rights and
obligations. The environmental
services provided by forest
uplands to the lowlands include
water and soil conservation in
purification, acid rain buffering,
among other functions.® The
value of these functions is
generally much greater than
any use value that could be
derived from direct
consumption. The flows of
benefits from the forests are
actually undervalued in India.
The reason is the absence of the
market in these products. With
the property rights vested with
the state, marketing of the
products have been least in the
priority list. Forest fruits,
medicinal herbs, twigs and
branches for fuel, fodder and
small timber for building
purposes are the major forest
produce for the forest
dependent communities but are
called “minor forest produce’ by
the forest department. Timber
is called the major forest
produce, whereas for the local
people, it is the opposite.” The
forest dependent community

seldom needs timber. Timber is
essentially used by the modern
urban-industrial system. The
Government control over the
forests has definitely meant a
reallocation of forest resources
away from the needs of local
communities, and towards
urban and industrial needs.
This has resulted in both
“increased social conflict and
increased destruction of the
ecological resource itself.”"

The forest policies of
colonial India continued into
the postcolonial periods, as
exemplified by the National
Forest Policy of 1952, which
further reinforced the right of
the state of exclusive control
over forest protection,
production and management.
Just as the fulfilment of imperial
needs was the priority of
colonial forest policy, the
demands of commercial
industrial  became  the
cornerstone of postcolonial
forest policy. The encroachment
of the state on forests and
customary tenure rights of
tribals forest-dwelling
communities did not go
unchallenged during the
colonial and postcolonial
periods. Environmental history
in India has directed a
significant amount of attention
not only to the fate of forests in
the country and its effects on
forest-dwelling tribal/adivasi
peoples and their subordination
but also to their resistance to
increasing commercial
exploitation and state control."

Conclusion

Historically, the
relationship between tribal
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communities in India and
forests was characterized by co-
existence and these
communities were considered
integral to the survival and
sustainability of the ecological
system. This symbiotic
relationship was acknowledged
and crystallized as customary
rights over forest produce. But
these rights were not recognized

led to the alienation of tribal
communities from their
ancestral forest lands. The
Indian government efforts to
give tribal forest management
program  indicates  the
governments realization that
traditional regularity approach
to forest management have not
succeeded in abating forest
degradation. In India, the

areas even in future. Therefore,
the need is the conservation to
achieving sustainable resource
management as well as
sustainable livelihoods.
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Entitle-Poverty,
Vulnerability and
Women Workers

Dr. Suresh Kumar

Introduction

This paper examines the relationship between
home-based work and persistent poverty in
certain parts of south and south East Asia. The
question of inter-generational poverty in the
families of home based workers, and the
possibility of using social protection and other
related policies as a means of helping to alleviate
poverty and vulnerability among home based
workers.

It looks at those elements that causes some
home based women workers and the children to
remain in a situation of persistent poverty and
vulnerability, and consider the contributing
factors that allow others to attain some degree of
security issues such as gender, social exclusion
and economic trends are amongst the factors that
can work against the well beings of home based
workers. In terms of trying to create effective
policies to deal with chronic poverty among
informal workers, the paper explores some of the
elements that make it possible to move from a
condition of institutional neglect to one of
institutional support.

In fact, as a primarily female workforce
operating out of homes or small neighbourhood
workshops, home based workers have generally
not been recognised workers in spite of the fact
that they are frequently the sole provider for their
families. As women, they are usually classified
as house wives in the sensus data or assumed to
be making only supplemental income, which
justifies their very low earnings and talk of
support, even though they are often the men
breadwinners or co-bread winners in the family.

Economics

In many cases, they receive non of the earnings
and work simply as unpaid family labour
(sometimes along with their children) and have
no idea how much their products earn in the
market or what they could possibly do to improve
their working and living conditions.

An Analytical Study of Sociological
Pesspective

The cases represents two very different
situation faced by home based workers in Asia.
The first women lives in an environment of social
institutions and policies that allow at least a
certain, if low level, degree of security. In this case
she describes her support for the provision of bark
health security. The second women faces an
environment devoid of such institutions and
policies, creating a situation of continuing poverty
that will most likely be passed down through the
generations.

What elements cause some home based
women workers and their children to live and die
in such tragic circumstances and what
contributing factors allow others to a thain some
degree of security? Moreover, from the point of
view of trying to create effective policies to deal
with chronic poverty among informal workers,
what are some elements that make it possible to
move from a condition of institutional neglect to
one of institutional support?

This paper examines the relationship between
home based work and persistent poverty in certain
parts of south and south East Asia. The question
of inter-generational poverty in the families of
home based workers and the possibility of using
social protection and related policies as a means
of helping to alleviate poverty and vulnerability
among home based workers. This study will draw
on recent analysis and case studies carried out by
researchers associated with two closely tied
networks of home based workers in south Asia
and south east institute of social studies.

The home net south East Asia study focused
on conditions faced by home based workers in

Adhoc- Lecturer, Deptt. Of Economics B.N. College, Patna
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Thailand and the Philippines,
with a consideration of the
situation of home based
workers in Indonesia as well.
The study carried out by
researchers from home net
south Asia and the institute of
social studies trust focused on
similar questions of social
protection and the problems
faced by home based workers
in five south Asia countries
(Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka) The
Home Net South Asia study
defined home based workers
strictly as those who work from
their own home.

In this case their home in
also the workplace. This
category does not include those
workers who gather at another
person’s to carry out some
tasks. In of type of employment,
home based workers are
primarily of two types self-
employed/own account
workers, and piece rate / home
workers / industrial workers.
The study has incorporated
both these categories of
workers.

Explanation

In the Home Net South East
Asia study. The definition of
home based workers was
broadened slightly to include
not only those working in their
own homes but also working in
very small scale neighbourhood
village workshops (located in
spaces near their homes)
reflecting local practices. All are
informal workers (without the
benefit of contracts, or effective
coverage under the labour and
social protection laws that
govern the working conditions
of formal workers) and their

household members - if
employed are  usually
informally employed as well.

Both the Home Net South
Asia and South East Asia
studies attempt to understand
the current circumstances of
different groups of home based
workers in each country - their
most acute problems, greatest
risks and fears, working
conditions, coping strategies
and suggestions for social
protection measure to decrease
their risks and vulnerability in
their respective environments,
as well as addressing many
other related concerns. The two
studies highlighted the risks
and vulnerabilities of women in
particular as women make up
the vast majority of home based
workers. The studies also,
examined, through a
combination of surveys, case
studies and life stories the
availability (infact, non-
availability is closer to the
reality) of effective social
protection mechanisms that
could help address some of
their problems.

Home based Women
Workers in South Asia

For low income women in
developing countries, informal
home based work may be one
of the few options open to them.
They may work either as
subcontracted piece - rate
workers (also known as
industrial outworkers or home
workers) as self employed
workers (also known as account
workers) or as individuals why
try to piece together some
combination of the two as with
others working in the informal
economy, in South and South

East Asia home based workers
usually are not covered by laws
regarding labour of social
protection the laws either do
not exist, or they are not
implemented. Home based
workers generally work in the
background out of the public
eye. Those who work as
subcontracted labour are at the
bottom of value chains, and all
home - based workers have
been largely invisible and
uncounted park of the
workforce.

In fact, as a primarily
female work force operating out
of  homes or small
neighbourhood work shops.
Home based workers have
generally not been recognised
as workers in spite of the fact
that they are frequently the fact
that they are frequently the sole
provides for their family. As
women, they are usually
classified as housewives in
census data or are assumed to
be making only supplemental
income which justifies their
very low earning and lack of
support, even though they are
often the main bread winners or
co-bread winners in the family.
In many cases, they receive
none of the earnings and work
simply as unpaid family labour
(sometimes along with their
children), and have no idea how
much their product earn in the
market, or what they could
possibly do to improve their
working and living conditions.

The Hierarchy of Home
based Workers

When it happens that home
based workers are discussed in
policy circles, it is assumed that
they have uniform

YGaidhanliki
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characteristics. The reality is
that they live in conditions
(Reflecting income, social status
and other considerations) that
are anything but uniform. They
are great narrations across
countries, and before we look
into the relationship between
home based work and poverty.
It is important to be clear about
the hierarchy of house based
workers that exists in each
country. To begins with, we
may note that a hierarchy of
informal workers can be found
in every continent. In East
Africa for example, there is a
clear difference between
informal workers who can sell
only locally and those who are
regularly involved in cross
border trade, selling in distant
markets. This hierarchy has
many dimensions, but one
important characteristic is that
it is an income and social
hierarchy those at the top are
better of economically and
usually have a higher social
status while those at the bottom
are often subject to chronic
poverty and may be socially
marginalized.

Within this income / social
hierarchy of informal workers,
home based workers are
usually found on the lower end.
However, it is important to
keep in mind that even among
home based workers there is a
clear income / social hierarchy
with wide disparities and
important differences between
those who are better off having
more flexibility, options and
security and those who are
worse off. The latter are among
the most vulnerable of all
informal workers, for reasons to
be discussed below.

On the upper end of
hierarchy of home based
workers, then, we tend to find :

¢ Men and some women,
who have better access to
resources.

* Those who can travel and
do their own marketing, a
long with obtaining new
market information, new
designs and technologies,
and other requirements.

* Younger (including
middle aged) workers
who are more educated.

* Workers
relationships
contractors.

with good
with

* Those who supply higher
quality and  more
specialised products or
services for formal
economy organ satious
(eg. supplying inputs to or
services for middle or
high end companies /
factories)

e Those who are able to
change their products or
services according to
changing demand and can
sell in different markets,
including more distant
markets: and

* Those who are organised
into effective producer
groups, networks, unions,
and the (among other
characterstics)

On the low end, we tend to
find
¢ Women and some men
who have less access to
resources.

* Those who may not be
allowed to travel around
and so may no to be able
to do their own

marketing, they may also
encounter problem with
middlemen, and have
difficulties goining access
to market information,
new derigus, technology,
and other requirements.

e Older workers who are
less educated.

* Those with lower quality
or more generic products.

¢ Those with fewer direct
linkages to or good
relationships with
contractors.

¢ Those with fewer direct
linkages to markets or
informal sector companies
and institutions.

Home based Work and
Persistent Poverty in
South East Asia

The Home Net studies have
included home based workers
at various levels in this
hierarchy, with some selected as
relatively well off, and others
representing the poorest of the
poor. In South East Asia, for
example the survey of 100
households in the Philippines
and 933 in Thailand revealed
that the some based workers
interviewed ranged from very
poor torelatively well off, using
household and individual
income data but that the great
majority of home based workers
are poor. For example, income
figures for home based workers
interviewed in Thailand are
reported as follows.

The comparison on family
income shows that three out of
four families earned less than
an average of 10,000 baht while
some earned between 10,000 -
15,000 baht. The remaining

(187) / Aptil-June, 2012

YGaidhanliki



earned an income higher than
15,000 baht. There were only
four families who had extra
ordinarily higher incomes.
(Two families earned 100,000
baht per month, one earned
120,000 baht per month and the
last one earned 360,000 baht per
month). Based on the average
income of those surveyed (not
including the four unusually
hith income families) the
respondents from the two
groups (Those who were
organized into informal
workers groups and those who
were not) earned incomes that
were not very difficult from one
another.

Social Exclusion

Certain caste based ethnic,
religious or other social
divisions eg. in the case of
certain social minorities that are
subject to social exclusion many
also particular social groups
isolated from one another and
/ or respect direct access to
resources and local or distant
markets. For example as voted
in the Home Net South Asia.
Studies also suggest that many
of the extremely poor
households in nations such as
Bangladesh are engaged in
traditional such as pottery
makers risers scavengers and a
large variety of cottage
industries 104 producer with
significant caste ethnic
identifier some declines of there
occupations is in evil able to
some extent in the process of
modernization and attendant
structural change.

Conclusion

pert tent poverty? And under
what circumstances can the
children of poor home based
workers rise out of poverty or
what might produce ongoing,
inter-generational poverty
among the children of house
based workers?

The Home Net studies
indicates that the clearest
connection between poverty
and home based work arises
from the fact that home based
work is often the only option
available to these workers and
particularly to women who are
required to remain within or
close to the house hold due to
gender designated responsibili-
ties and other concesus and
restrictions. For poor home
based workers their lack of
aceers to such important factors
as resources, information, and
the meant to develop a wider
range of skills (and, for some,
an imposed isolation, silence,
and lak of mobility) make them
highly runesable to changer in
the environment - they can not
easily adapt. This is a problem
particularly at the present time
when their economic prospects
are poor due to changing
patterns of demand, the loss of
markets (both local and for
those who have inrolned in
longer value chains,
international markets), problem
of supply, rising costs of living
and productions the continuing
fallout from debt and financial
in many countries, and other
contributing factors.

General Methodology
used in the Home Net
South East Asia Study

dents in the Philippines, 933 in
Thailand) case studies, life
stories, and other source were
analysed separately for each
country study. For example, in
the Philippines six different
sites (representing different
parts of the country) and social
protection ‘themes’ were
studies, using the following
methodology:

1. From the survey, general
findings were derived for
each question asked
(averages and exceptional
cases, i.e., those either
much above or below the
averages). More than 100
questions were asked in
total, although not all
were asked on the same
day.

2. The focus was then on
differences based on key

variables (data
disaggregated into
groups), i.e.,

e Women vs. men

(gender)

* ‘poor’ (ultra-poor) vs.
fair/just getting by
(income status)

* unorgainsed vs. orga-
nised (into home-
based worker groups,
community-based
organisations, relig-
ious organisations,
and others)

* age groups (young/
middle/older)

¢ home-based workers
vs. non home-based
workers

e subcontracted vs.
self-employed

What then is the connection Data derived from * migrant vs. non-
between home based work and  questionnaires (1000 respon- migrant
* * *
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* rural vs. urban (to get
at patterns of, for
example, depth of
informal /community
ties

* by industry (e.g., a
sunrise vs. a sunset
industry))

* by community
(indigenous groups
vs. non-indigenous,
or other
characteristics of the
different sites)

Some of these variables
appeared to be much
more important than
others in terms of
bringing out differences in
home-based workers
attitudes, needs and
circumstances.

3. Case studies were made of
the six sites/themes that
illustrate particular social
protection needs (e.g., in
indigenous or cultural
communities) and
schemes (health
microinsurance schemes,
deposit arrangements,
housing initiatives,
indigenous/local mutual
aid accociations, and
others) that have had an
impact on the lives of
home-based workers.

4. Life stories of individual
home-based workers were
also used to illustrate the
effects-positive or
negative - of these
attempts to provide social
protection to informal

5. The survey results were
combined with the results
of the case studies and life
stories, and analysed in
terms of the overall
findings.

6. The experience of workers
in relation to recent
advocacy efforts in the
country for the social
protection of home-based
workers and other
workers in the informal
economy were then
discussed.

7. The country study was
concluded by general
recommendations and a
discussion of ways
forward.

The Thailand country study
is similar, but focused on four
main social protection
initiatives (The Universal
Health Coverage Policy, or
Thirty Baht Health Care
Scheme; The Village and Urban
Community Fund Project, or
One Million Baht programme;
Credit Union Cooperative
initiatives; and Funeral Funds
initiatives) and drew findings
from the four distinct regions of
the country (North, Northeast,
Central and South).

Overall the findings were
intended to help illuminate the
following among other
considerations:

* risks faced (short-term,
long-term, catastrophic)

* social protection needs
and priorities

e current conditions and

cultural, and others - the
focus was thus broader

than simply social
protection in the narrow
sense)

* responses/coping
mechanisms, including;:

- access through family,
friends, and others

- access through net-
works or groups (inclu-
ding home-based
worker groups and
indigenous schemes),
local or community
organisations; coopera-
tives, religious organi-
sations, others;

- access through work-
related ties (national
social security and
health care for the
self-employed,
others);

* respondents evaluations
of existing schemes/
coping mechanisms/
initiatives (what is
working what is not, and
why - including personal,
local/indigenous/
informal, and national/
formal practices); and

* respondents suggestions
for improvements.

In the concluding chapter,
comparisons were made with
the findings of Home Net
affiliates in Indonesia and Lao
PDR regarding these issues.
Finally, tentative comparisons
were made with Home Net
South Asia’s findings, based on
the HNSA/ISST five-country
multi-sectoral study.

workers. key issues (economic,
0:0 0:0 0:0
* * *
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New System of
Fertiliser Subsidy

NBS - Step in Right Direction but Still
Rationalization Needed

Sandip kumar

Fertilizer is the most important armoury
among all the quivers, that are available at the
dispense of the farmers. In a similar tone, farmers
are the backbone as far as the avenues for
improvement in the social parameters of the
nation is concerned. Since, India is not self
sufficient in the fertilizer segment as far as
demand is concerned; so, it is the State that
regulates the pricing of fertilizer. This enables it
to keep the pricing mechanism of all the
horizontal and vertical shelf of fertilizers under
administration, making the farmer input cost
under control. Economically this strategy is
plainly called subsidization. Here, the whole issue
becomes more complicated as this subsidy
involves the fertilizer producing/importing
companies.

Government, since the past few years because
of the growing concern about the subsidy bill and
also corruption charges coupled with leakages
was anxiously pondering to move out of this
pricing olicy of fertilizer that involved indirect
subsidization. Rationally moving into this
direction, the UPA government has announced
that they will be moving to a new scheme of
providing subsidy, called as nutrient based
subsidy (NBS). Apart from ameliorating all the
aforesaid. ills, this move will also turn out to be
emphatically pertinent in making the farmers go
for a judicious and sustainable use of it, rather
than excessively using only that con- tent which
is most subsidized. This measure of the
government will go along way to dovetail its long
term aspiration of making the agriculture an
evergreen prospect.

Research Scholar, B.R.A.B.U.

The Subsidy rationalization, or rather,
subsidy reduction in case of fertilizers, has been
on agenda for about two decades. Despite a
decade long discussion on rationalization of
fertilizer no significant headway has been made.

The rationalization of fertilizer Subsidy again
came for the discussion with a Group of Ministers
giving the go-ahead for bringing urea under the
nutrient-based subsidy regime, as a result of
which farmers may soon have to pay more for
this input as as well. Last year, non-urea
fertilizers such as potassic and phosphatic
fertilizer were brought under the NBS. As a result
of which the price of di-ammonium phosphate
(DAP), Farm gate prices of muriate of potash
(MOP) have gone up and consumption of
cheaper urea, which are still controlled by the
Goverment has increased.

Need for Subsidy

The quintessential dilemmas of fear of
international markets, promise of self-reliance,
need for raising food production by the small
farmers made subsidies necessary.

Subsidies are not needed to promote fertiliser
use any more, but only to maintain the balance
between farm output prices and input costs. The
policy dilemma on whether to opt for higher food
subsidies or higher fertiliser subsidies continues.

Higher food subsidy may indeed also mean
higher fertiliser subsidy. The challenge is also in
untangling the benefits or subsidies between
fertiliser production, farm production and
feedstock supplies.

The idea of nutrient-based subsidy (NBS,
under implementation since since last year, is also
based on the possibility of using subsidy to
influence balanced application of fertiliser. It may
have also sharpened the focus on price incentives
in the fertiliser industry, rater than merely
subsidies. However, the need for balance between
input costs and output prices in agriculture will
require subsidies in some form or the other to
support farm income. In effect, the subsidies were
also building industrial capacity.)
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(190) / April-June, 2012



Previous Product Based Subsidy Regime

The existing ‘product-based” subsidy regime covers 19
fertilizers, whose maximum retail prices (MRP) were fixed by the
Centre. For selling at these controlled rates manufacturers /
importers are eligible to a subsidy that compensates for’ their higher
production/ import costs (inclusive of a’ normative . return on
investment). In the ‘nutrient-based” system, the subside is to be
linked not to specific fertilizer prodv.cts, but to the underlying
nutrient composition. That, in turn, opens up the possibility for
companies to offer totally new products or combinations
customized to different crops and soil-moisture environments.

Table-I : Maximum Retail Prices

Urea (46%N) (Rs/tonne)
DAP 18 %N, 46% P). 4830
Mono-ammoniurn phosphate (11%N, 52% P) 9350
MoP (60% K) 9350
Single super phosphate (16% P, 11% S) 4455
Ammonium sulphate (20.6 %N, 23% S) 3400
Triple super phosphate (46% P) 10350
Complexes * 7460
16:20:0:13

20:20:0:13 5875
20i20:0:0 6295
23:23:0:0 . 5343
28:28:00 6145
10:26:26:0 7481
12:32:16:0 7197
14:28:14:0 7637
14:35:14:0 7050
15:15:15:0 8185
17:17:170 5121
19:19:19:0 5804
* Expressed as N:P:K:S 6487

Change to NBS-what does it entail

It is worthwhile to mention that, the much-talked-about
nutrient-based subsidy (NBS) system for fertilizers which had taken
off from April 1, had brought in many changes. To start with, the
Centre, according to sources, is likely to decontrol prices of all
fertilizers covered under the existing product-based subsidy (PBS)
regime — barring urea, di-ammonium phosphate (DAP) and
muriate of potash (MOP). Under the PBS system, companies are
entitled to subsidy reimbursement on the difference between the
lower MRP and higher cost of production (or import) incurred by
them, That would mean freeing 16 of the 19 fertilizers, whose

maximum retail prices (MP.P)
are currently fixed by the
Centre. Once decontrolled, the
MEPs of the 16 fertilizers would
be completely market-
determined. Simplistically,
speaking this means that NBS
would mean each constituent
element rather than the
composition will become the
basis of calculation for state
positive intervention.

It would theoretically be
feasible, then, to sell nitrogen
(N) not just .in the form of urea,
but also as calcium ammonium
nitrate, ammonium sulphate
(AS) and any similar non-
notified or far less subsidized
fertilizer. AS, for example, has
less N’ relative to area (20.6
versus 46 per cent), but unlike
the latter, also contains 23 per
cent sulpur. However, as its
MRP is 2.14 times that of urea,
farmers have no incentive to
buy AS. This means that
unviable use of urea like
fertilizer that was in excessive
use because of the darling of
subsidy” that it used to be will
end. Naturally this will make the
Indian agricultural practices
more sustainable. There will
evolve a judicious attitude
towards the use of fertilizer rather
than by the financial impartial
incentivisation that culminated
into unbalanced use of
chemicals without taking into
point the long term
sustainability.

New Decontrolled
Regime of NBS

That means in all the
decontrolled fertilizers, the NBS

would be given on a flat, per
tonne basis. The subsidy on
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each nutrient (as opposed to
product) would, in turn, be
benchmarked to the, import
parity prices of urea, DAP and
MoP, which are to be taken at
$350, $450 and $350 a tonne,
respectively. At $350 a tonne for
urea (with 46 per cent nitrogen),
the benchmark price of ‘N’
comes to around Ks 356 a unit
(basis point). The corresponding
unit sale rate for ‘N’ — against
an MRP of Ks 4,830 a tonne for
urea — would be Ks 105, which
then translates into a subsidy of
Ks 251. Likewise, at $450 a
tonne for DAP (containing 46
percent phosphorus) and $350 a
tonfie for MoP (60, per cent
potassium) and their corresponding
MRPs of Ks 9,350 and’ Ks 4,455
a tonne, the unit subsidy on ‘F’
and ‘K’ will work out to Ks 255
and Ks 199 respectively.

Thus, inalayman’s language
it means that the subsidy on
nitrogen would be fixed at Ks
23.22 a kg, while being Rs 2627
for phosphorous (P), Rs 24.48
for potash (K) and Ks 1.78 for
sulphur (S).

NBS- Incentivizing the
Right Nutrient Mix

That the use of chemical
fertilizers is one of the major
drivers of farm production and
productivity is well known; less-
known is that non-judicious and
inadequate fertilizer and other
input use has resulted in
nutrient deficiency and loss of
soil health in many regions.
Low addition of organic matter
over the pars is also a
contributory factor. Admittedly,
the deterioration is more
pronounced in the intensively
cultivated Indo Gangetic plains.

In agriculturally advanced
frontline States such as Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,
imbalanced, and  often
excessive, fertilizer application
pose a threat to oil/crop
productivity. The current.
pricing mechanism encourages
the excessive use of urea. The
prevailing NPK ratios limit the
full expression of other
nutrients, lowering the overall
fertilizer response and crop
productivity.

Then there is the skew in
fertilizer consumption across
the country that heeds to be
corrected by encouraging
growers, especially in non-
irrigated areas to apply the
right quantity of nutritionally-
balanced fertilizers. The per
hectare consumption of
chemical fertilizers is around
115 kg, far less than in many
other developing economies,
Domestic fertilizer prices have
not been raised despite high
international prices and -rising
domestic production costs
which, in turn, resulted in
fertilizer subsidy reaching to an
unprecedented level for 2009-10.
The Government’s commitment
to move towards a nutrient-
based subsidy regime instead of
the present product based.
subsidy assumes that innovative
products are available in the
market at reasonable prices.
There is also belief that
unshackling the manufacturing
sector would attract fresh
investment.

Taking into consideration
the heavy footprint that the
chemical based agriculture has
inculcated into the Indian soil
necessitates immediate adoption

of soil-test based, site- specific
integrated nutrient management.
It envisages conjunctive use of
both inorganic and organic -
sources of plant nutrients,
Additionally, it calls for crop
rotation in grain mono-
cropping regions so that
leguminous crops fix nitrogen
to sustain soil health. Currently
specifications and grades of
mixed fertilizers are” decided
by the respective State
governments. Thus, the
situation is far more complex
than made out to be, and it
would be naive- to believe that
nutrient-based fertilizer pricing
by. itself will address the
multifaceted issue of farm
production and productivity.
On the other hand, a direct
transfer of subsidy to farmers,
which is the government’s
stated goal, will put farmers at
the centre of a nutrient strategy,
letting them choose the
fertilizers their land needs
uninfluenced by artificial skews
in prices. The challenge, of
course, is to identify correctly
all the beneficiaries and deliver
the cash.

NBS-incentivizing
Companies to Launch
Customized Fertilizers

NBS with all the inbuilt
mechanism that it has as far as
treatment of the individual
element of fertilizer is
concerned, it has also in away
incentivized the companies to
come out with niche market
fertilizer. This will lead the
differentiation approach of the
farming community towards
the use of these. The Ministry’s
guidelines for customised
fertilizers, issued on March 11,
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2008, allows manufacturers to
use subsidized fertilizers (urea,
di-ammonium phosphate,
muriate of potash, etc) as raw
material. The process basically
involves mixing these fertilizers
in desired proportions along
with  fortification  with
micronutrients, followed by
granulation of the liquefied
mixture.

In fact the provincial
government can come up with
special policies that subsidizes
these customized fertilizer for
the farmers depending upon
the crops and pedology. Apart
from increasing the yield it will
also dovetail the sustainability
factor in itself. It will also
instigates the market to come
up with more faculties of
research and development in
this area that had always been
overlooked due to the faulty
design of “product-subsidy”
that the government used to
employ. “Product-subsidy”
basically stagnated market
forces to come up with its
benefits. But looking at the
other scenario, this can also
differentiate the- farming
community more steeply -
depending upon the paying
capacity of the farmers. So it is
rather important that all this
also takes into account the State
government  with  the
panchayati institution closely
involved to prevent any
spillage.

In this regard of customized
fertilizer TCL, for example, has
been granted permission to sell
four products containing
different proportions of
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P),
potash (K), sulphur (S) and

micro-nutrients such as zinc (Zn) - and boron (B). Each of these
formulations is intended for a different crop, besides being region-
specific. One such product, 8:24:16:6:0.5:0.18 (denoting individual
levels of N, F, K'S, Zn and B), is targeted at potato grown in Agra
and Farrukhabad districts of Uttar Pradesh (UP). Another
formulation, 10:13:12:6:2:0, has been specially designed for sweet
sorghum cultivated in Nanded, Maharashtra. Moreover, these
customised fertilizers are to be given as a single basal application
at the time of planting. After that, there is no need for any
micronutrient and the farmer only has to apply urea at subsequent
growth stages.

Benchmarking to IPPs

Since, due “to geogpbical reason India as a nation has to import
a lot of fertilizer from the international market (See table no.2).
Infact, India almost is a cent percent importer of MP, So, to calculate
the subsidy amount it is but rather indispensable to calculate all
the major fertilizer cost by benchmarking it to import parity prices
(IPP). The subsidy on each nutrient will be benchmarked to the
import parity prices (IPP) of urea, OAF and MoP.

At the prevailing landed price of $260 a tonne for urea, ‘the
benchmark price of ‘N’ comes to roughly Rs.273 a unit (basis point):
The corresponding unit sale rate for ‘N’ — against an MRP of
Rs.4,830 a tonne of urea — is Rs.105 which translates into a subsidy
of Rs.168. Likewise, at current! tonne landed prices of $350 for OAF
(containing 46 per cent phosphorous or ‘P’) and $460 for MoP (60
per cent potassium- or ‘K’) and their corresponding MRPs of P.s.
9,350 and Rs.4,455 a’ tonne, the unit subsidy on ‘F" and ‘K" works
out to Rs.165 and Rs 297 respectively.

Table-2 Production Vs Imports

Year (Apr-Mar) UREA DAP

Prodn. Import Prodn. Imp.
2000-01 196.24 Nil 48.82 8.61
2001-02 190.03 220 50.91 933
2002-03 186.21 1.19 52.36 3.83
2003-04 190.38 1.43 47.09 7.34
2004-05 202.39 6.41. 51.72 6.44
2005-06 200.85 20.57 4554 243
2006-07 202.71 4719 47.13 28.7
2007-08 198.39 69.28 4211 27.2
2008-09 199.23 56.67 29,93 61.9
200910* 205.00 60.00 43.00 70.00
*Estimated (in lacs)

The above IPP-benchmarked subsidy rates for individual
nutrients will be made applicable on all the 19 MRP-notified
fertilizers. The only difference is that the Centre would continue to
fix the MRPs in the case of urea, OAF and MoP, whereas
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manufacturers can freely set
prices in the remaining and
claim a fixed subsidy against
each nutrient. The IPPs used for
benchmarking will be treated as
constant, unless global prices
fluctuate by 10 per cent or more
either way. The Centre, would
simultaneously effect graded
increases in - the MRPs of urea,
DAP and MoP, which will
redress tllcxcessive bias
towards ‘N’ usage and’ also
bring down the overall/unit
nutrient subsidy.

Only when this system
stabilizes can the nutrient-
based subsidy be extended to
every other conceivable
fertilizer product. And once
that happens along, with total
decontrol of fertilizer prices,
one can think of the final stage
of delivering the subsidy
directly to the farmer instead of
routing it through the industry.
In his Budget speech, the
Finance Minister, stated that the
transition to the direct subsidy.
transfer regime would take
place only “in due course”. In
other words, not very soon. So
rather than the brouhaha that
this has created in the market it
is but this transition period that
is most important. How the
government manages this
without any dearth of product
in the market as well as the
amount of compensation that
the farmers used to enjoy on
this is the most important issue.

Farmers and Fertilizers

Now after having discussed
the issues related to the. NBS,
we come to the utility prospect
of the tillers-the real user of
these. If ever there is a good

reason for, dumping the’
present MFIhod of subsidizing
farmers for their fertilizers ‘it is
the fact that the Government
wrote out cheques for nearly
two-thirds ,of the revenue of
fertilizer companies in “2009-10
in the name of subsidy. In the
case of some companies, the
proportion is well over 80 per
cent, The Rs.99,500 crore
fertilizer subsidy bill for 2009-
10, albeit a year of
extraordinary commodity
prices, translates to over
Rs.5,000 crore per hecta re of
cultivated land in the country.
Yet, on the ground, there is little
to show in “terms of output
growth. Fertiliser is one of the
key inputs for agriculture, but
the industry is as complicated
it cart get. There are welcome
signs of change though. When
taken to its logical end, the
Government’s intention to
unshackle the fertiiser, industry
is sure to attract fresh
investment. A free-market for
fertilisers with appropriate
regulatory oversight to” ensure
quality products and fair
competition can be a potent
instrument to transform our
moribund agriculture into an
energetic one.

Challenges

The subsidy benefits have
never been equitably
distributed or enjoyed having
favoured medium and large
farms at the cost of small and
marginal growers. Clearly there
are political challenges in using
subsidies as policy instruments.

In order to tackle fertilizer

subsidy challenges Government
formulated NBS policy on 1*

April, 2010. Despite its apparent
conceptual simplicity,
especially given the possibility
of a UID-linked beneficiary
account in the coming months,
there are several important
challenges that will need to be
addressed before such direct
cash transfers and price
decontrol can be successfully
implemented. Here are three
problems that are certain to
come in the way of any attempt
to dispense off with the dual
pricing system and transfer
subsidies as direct cash support.

Beneficiary Targeting. The
fundamental requirement in
delivering fertilizer subsidies as
direct cash transfers is the
accurate identification of its
target group. Since tenancy has
been abolished across most
parts of India, existing land
regulations and records
recognize only the land owner
and does not acknowledge the
right of the tenant. In the
absence of any legally certified
record that established the
identity of the actual cultivator,
it becomes impossible to
administer a cash transfer
scheme for fertilizer subsidies.

Ensuring Availability the
success or otherwise of the fully
decontrolled regime will
critically depend on curbing
speculative tendencies in the
market and thereby ensuring
adequate availability of stocks.
This is more so in the case of
DAP and Mop. Fertilizers prices
are especially vulnerable to
market manipulation given the
limited number of
manufacturers, large share of
imports, and narrow
consumption window.
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Cushioning Against Price
volatility- Decontrolled prices
mean that the domestic farm
gate fertilizer prices will now be
substantially determined by
international markets,
especially since many of these
fertilizers are predominantly
imported, one way or the other.

New ways of
rationalization of
fertilizer

New ways of rationalization
of fertilizer subsidies are
needed. A monograph. “The
Political Economy of
Agricultural Policy in India
Fertilizer and Electricity for
Irrigation brought out by the
Washington DC Headquartered
International Food Policy.
Research Institute makes
recommendations worth
exploring.

This includes reframing the
reform debate with greater
focus on problems of small and
marginal farmers and landless

laborers, rather than farmers as
a group. Rationalizing
subsidies =~ with  greater
emphasis on poverty and
equity, in addition to
macroeconomic and fiscal
goals, may help overcome the
hassles of fertilizer subsidy.

The Way Forward

A simplified solution to the
vexed issue of fertiliser pricing
and delivery of subsidy would
be to grant to the’ farmer a
direct subsidy at a fixed rate per
hectare of land cultivated. The
gross area under major crops is
165 million hectares. If the
farmer is granted Rs 5,000 as
subsidy per hectare, the total
subsidy burden would be
Rs.82,500 crore and “at’ Rs.4,000
a hectare, it would be Rs.66,000
crore. The subsidy amount can
be delivered to farmers directly
and they will have freedom to
source the most appropriate
fertilizer or any other input for
their use while the industry will

L C R OC R (4

be market-driven, with
freedom to innovate,
Administrative hassles will be
minimized, if not eliminated.
This pre-supposes that the
farmers know what they need
and are in a” position to source
it. Will it work? There is nothing
to suggest it would not. As is
popularly said, the average
Indian farmer may be illiterate,
but is not a simpleton, for sure.
This will certainly Dbe
authenticated by the move tl3at
the government has taken to
move to NBS regime.
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Economics

A Study of FDI
in Retail
Market in
Indian Economy

Dr. Gagandeo Pd. Yadava

Introduction
Definition of Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI):
1. FDI stands for Foreign Direct

Investment, a component of a
country’s national financial accounts.

2. Foreign direct investment is
investment of foreign assets into
domestic structures, equipment, and
organizations.

3. It does not include foreign investment
into the stock markets.

4. FDI is thought to be more useful to a
country than investments in the
equity of its companies because equity
investments are potentially “hot
money” which can leave at the first
sign of trouble, whereas FDI is
durable and generally useful whether
things go well or badly.

Existing Supermarkets in India

Existing Indian retail firms such as
Spencer’s, Foodworld Supermarkets Ltd,
Nilgiri’s and ShopRite support retail reform
and consider international competition as
a blessing in disguise. They expect a flurry
of joint ventures with global majors for
expansion capital and opportunity to gain
expertise in supply chain management.
Spencer’s Retail with 200 stores in India,

and with retail of fresh vegetables and fruits
accounting for 55 per cent of its business claims
retail reform to be a win-win situation, as they
already procure the farm products directly from
the growers without the involvement of
middlemen or traders. Spencer’s claims that there
is scope for it to expand its footprint in terms of
store location as well as procuring farm products.
Foodworld, which operates over 60 stores, plans
to ramp up its presence to more than 200
locations. It has already tied up with Hong Kong-
based Dairy Farm International. With the
relaxation in international investments in Indian
retail, India’s Foodworld expects its global
relationship will only get stronger. Competition
and investment in retail will provide more
benefits to consumers through lower prices, wider
availability and significant improvement in
supply chain logistics.

Development of FDI in retail market in India:

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India and share

of gross fixed capital formation (GFCF)

Billion LLZ. dollars Peroert
= 3L

T et mds])

e LW it B F GRCF [Pt disizy

1990 199r 1094 1986 4998 2000 00 2004 HOOG

Source: Government of India, Ministry of Finance,
Economic Survey.

India’s Hottest FDI Destinations

1. Maharashtra: Maharashtra received the
lion’s share of the FDI $2.43 billion (Rs 11,154
crore), which is 35% of the total FDI inflows
in to the country,.

2. National Capital Region:NCR received
$1.85 billion (Rs 8,476 crore) in FDI during
the period. The region accounted for 20% of
the total FDI.

3. West Bengal, Sikkim, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands

Reader, University Department of Economics B.R.A , Bihar University, Muzaffarpur
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These states attracted the
third highest FDI inflows
worth $1.416 billion (Rs
6,050 crore)

4. Karnataka - $936 million
(Rs 4,333 crore)

5. Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh - $904
million (Rs 4,141 crore)

Foreign Direct Investment
Policy:

* Objective - to encourage
FDI to promote industrial
& socio-economic
development; supplement
domestic capital/
technology.

* Foreign investment in
India is regulated by
Government of India’s
FDI policy. The FDI
guidelines administered
by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

* Administrative and
compliance aspects of FDI
monitored by RBI.

* Since 1991, policy has
been liberalized
substantially to facilitate
foreign investment.

What are the benefits of
Foreign Direct Investment(FDI)
in Retail to the Farmers of
India?

India is a country of villages
and farmers comprises with
70% of its population till today.

FDI in retail will be helpful
to farmers, as it will establish
producer groups and arrange
for MOU between the farmers
and retailers. The Government
of India Agriculture
Technology = Management
Agency Program (ATMA) has
already established few million

Commodity (Producer) Interest
Groups/CIGs. The existing
CIGs as well as farmers
Associations working under
Commodity Boards, farmers
Clubs, Co-operatives will
establish long term Agreement
with the retailers.

As the retailers require
quality product in huge
quantities he has to arrange for
extension services, provide
quality inputs and also arrange
for packing at the farm gate in
the village. The retailer will also
need to establish cold chain or
pre cooling units for perishables
to avoid wastages.The contract
farming will enable far mers to
bargain for an assured
Minimum price linked with
quality and quantity. He will
also be able to get traceability
and group crop insurance.
Direct procurement will
eliminate 3-4 middlemen who
are now taking away 40% -50%
commissions without any value
addition. In this way it is a will
win situation for farmers,
retailers and consumers. It will
also enable Indian speciality
goods viz. Mango, Lichi,
Chillies, Durram Wheat, BPT/
Ponni Rice to be marketed as
branded products in
International markets. There is
need to permit more retails in
newly developing wurban
conglomerates. FDI will keep
under check the highly
exploitative Adthiya system.

Reforms in farm sector
includes getting best
technologies in the world to
improve our productivity.
Farmers must understand that
technologies are available to
control pests and diseases,

water stress, brining alkaline
and saline soils wunder
cultivation. Farmers should also
demand for crop protection,
vaccines for their cattle, seed for
quality fodder etc.

Reforms must include
removing controls, allowing
exports and encourage Private
Sector in Rural Development.

Let us demand GOI to
establish a statutory Authority
to take care to avoid unhealthy
practices by the MNCs. Farmers
across the country must
immediately convene Grama
Sabhas and pass resolutions
and write to the Prime Minister
& all other Political Leaders
demanding implementing FDI
in retail.

What would be the impact
of FDI in Retail on the domestic
retail sector?

The Indian retail sector is
the second largest employer in
India after agriculture,
employing over 4 crore (40
million) persons as per the latest
National Sample Survey (NSS)
2009-10. Most of these are small
unorganised or self-employed
retailers, who are unable to find
gainful employment in other
sectors of the economy. Despite
the hype over the high GDP
growth in India, NSS 2009- 10
has confirmed the trend of
jobless growth in the country.

Total employment growth
has slowed down from an
annual rate of around 2.7%
during 2000-2005 to only 0.8%
during 2005-2010. Growth in
non-agricultural employment
fell from 4.65% to 2.53%.
Among all the workers at the
national level, about 51% were
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‘self-employed’, about 33.5%
were ‘casual labour” and only
15.6% were ‘regular wage/
salaried” employees. In this
backdrop, the entry of MNC
supermarket and hypermarket
chains would cause severe
displacement of the small and
unorganised retailers. The total
annual business of unorganised
retail in India was estimated in
the ICRIER report to be $ 408.8
billion in 2006-07 and the total
number of traditional retail
outlets as 13 million (1.3 crore).
The average total business per
store per year for an Indian
unorganised retail store
therefore comes to around
$31446 (Rs. 15lakh). The survey
found an average retail outlet
employing 2 to 3 persons. The
average size of a Walmart
supermarket in the US is 108000
sq.ft employing around 225
persons. In 2010, Walmart sold
$405 billion amount of goods
through its 9800 odd outlets
located across 28 countries,
employing around 2.1 million
(21 lakh) persons. This implies
that one Walmart supermarket
can displace over 1300 Indian
small retail stores and thereby
render around 3900 persons
jobless. The employment
created against this in that
supermarket will be 214 (or
maximum 225, which is the
average in the US). Clearly,
there will be severe job losses if
giant MNC supermarkets are
allowed entry into the Indian
market.

Would the restrictions
imposed by the government
protect Indian retailers?

The restriction that MNC
supermarkets will be initially

allowed in only 53 cities with
over 10 lakh population is
meaningless, since most small
and unorganised retailers are
concentrated in these urban
areas. These 53 metropolitan
areas and cities account for
almost 17 crore (169.54 million)
people. The number of persons
employed in retail and
wholesale trade in these 53
cities is over 2 crore. This is
where the maximum
displacement would occur.
Moreover, MNC retailers are
most interested in tapping the
metropolitan and urban
segment of the market, where
people have higher purchasing
power. They are hardly
interested in catering to semi-
urban or rural areas. The
condition that the minimum
foreign investment in retail
should be $100 million (i.e.
around Rs. 500 crore) is also
inconsequential, because the
MN(Cs interested in entering the
Indian retail market are global
giants - the largest global
retailer Walmart’s annual
revenue is currently over $400
billion and others like
Carrefour, Metro and Tesco also
have annual revenues worth
around $100 billion. These
MNCs are facing slow growth
in their countries of origin, i.e.
the US, France, Germany and
UK etc., and desperately want
to expand their operations
abroad, especially in growing
markets like India. They have
sufficient financial resources as
well as operational knowhow to
simultaneously open a vast
number of outlets of various
sizes and nature to outcompete
the domestic retailers. The

existing big private sector
retailers in India can also be
bought over by the MNCs. This
is how the global retailers have
expanded their operations in
many developing countries in
Latin America and Asia. For
instance, the Walmart entered
Mexico in 1991-92 with a 50-50
joint venture with local firm
CIFRA. By 1997 it had acquired
majority stake in the venture
and increased its stake to 60%
in 2000. By 2004, Walmart alone
accounted for over 25% of all
retail sales in Mexico and 43%
of all sales by the big box

retailers.

Would the Indian micro
and small enterprises (MSEs)
benefit from the entry of global
retailers?

The mandatory 30%
sourcing by the global retailers
from the micro and small
enterprises (MSEs) stipulated
by the government has also
created confusion. While the
Commerce Minister insists that
this is meant for Indian MSEs,
the press note issued by the
Commerce Ministry clearly
states: “Thirty per cent sourcing
is to be done from micro and
small enterprises (MSEs) which
can be done from anywhere in
the world and is not India
specific. However, in this case,
it has been stipulated that 30%
sourcing will be done from
micro and small enterprises
having plant and capital
machinery worth $1 million.”

Article III of the GATT
clearly mandates each
contracting party to accord
‘national treatment’ to products
of other contracting parties and
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explicitly forbids regulations
like a specific sourcing
requirement from domestic
industries. Having joined the
WTO on these terms, the Indian
government cannot implement
a 30% sourcing requirement
only from Indian MSEs without
being challenged by other

countries.

Moreover, India has signed
Bilateral Investment Promotion
and Protection Agreements
(BIPAs) with 71 countries till
date, which explicitly provides
‘national treatment’ for the
investors of these countries.
These 71 countries, which
include most major countries of
Western and Eastern Europe as
well as South East Asia and

some West Asian, Latin
American and African
countries, will demand

sourcing from their MSEs.
Therefore, the 30% sourcing
requirement would in effect
mean MNC retailers sourcing
cheap products from MSEs
across the world bypassing
tariff protection and dumping
them in the Indian market,
hurting the interests of the
Indian MSEs. The government
does not have any monitoring
mechanism to prevent this from
happening.

Would the MNC retailers
modernize our food supply
chain?

The Commerce Ministry
claims that at least 50% of the
investment by the MNC
retailers will go towards
developing backend
infrastructure, which will
modernize the supply chain

wastage. If the global retailers
are to sell fresh fruits,
vegetables, milk products and
meat in large quantities through
their retail chains, they will
naturally have to set up
backend infrastructure in their
own interest. But the handful of
cold storages, refrigerated
transport and other logistics
introduced by them would be
strictly meant for their own
business operations and not for
the farmers and consumers at
large. The claim that MNCs
would dramatically transform
and modernize the food supply
chain in India is nothing but
propaganda. In the US, out of
the 1578 refrigerated
warehouses, 839 are in the
public sector and 739 are
private or semi-private. The
public warehouses are much
larger, accounting for 76% of
the general storage capacity,
with private and semi-private
accounting for only 24%. India,
by contrast, has 5381 cold
storages (much smaller in size),
with 4885 being in the private
sector, 356 in the cooperative
sector and only 140 in the public
sector. Over 95% of India’s cold
storage capacity is in the private
sector whereas only 0.44% is in
the public sector. Moreover,
75% of the cold storage capacity
is being used for potato only. As
a result, the average capacity
utilisation of the cold storages
in India is only around 48%.

China, which produces
over 500 million tons of
foodgrains each year, has been
able to build storage and
warehousing capacity of 390
million tons, mainly under the
state run Sinograin. This state
run corporation has not only

driven the modernisation of
China’s grain and edible oil
storage and transportation
systems but has also expanded
into food and oil processing. By
contrast, India’s foodgrains
production is currently around
230 million tons and its total
grain storage and warehousing
capacity is only around 50
million tons. FCI and the
Central Warehousing
Corporation together has
around has 40 million tons
capacity and the rest is
provided by the state
warehousing corporations.

This lack of inadequate
storage infrastructure
constrains public procurement
and contributes to huge
wastage of foodgrains. The
upshot is that broad based
modernisation of the food
supply chain in a country of
India’s size cannot be brought
about by MNC retailers, who
are driven by their narrow
business interests. There is a
massive scope for expanding
storage, warehousing and cold
chain infrastructure in the
public and cooperative sectors
in India and improving their
management. Allowing FDI in
retail cannot be a substitute for
proactive public intervention
and undertaking the desired
level of public investment in
this crucial area.

Distortion of Urban
Development and
Culture

The promotion of large
retail stores with huge retail
space also fosters a different
kind of urban development
than what we have followed in

and help in increasing
efficiency and reducing
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India till date. Large shopping
malls with all known retail
chains with their showrooms as
a part of urban development is
familiar in the US where the
consumer lives in suburbs,
drives long distances for his/
her shopping and lives in a
community that hardly knows
each other. Instead of this
atomized existence and high
transport costs, we have chosen
a model of mixed land area
where every small urban cluster
has local markets and local
facilities for their needs. It is this
model of urban development
that is sought to be changed in
favour of a mall culture with
huge retail chains and branded
products. The problem with
this model is that it neglects the
simple Indian reality where
most households do not have
cars and need local markets.
The malls that have already
come up in our metropolitan
cities are failing to attract
consumers who find local
shopping much more attractive.
The myth of a huge and fast
growing affluent middle class is
counter to the reality that this
section is still too small to
support the remodeling of the
urban landscape as is being
planned with malls, large retail
chains and branded products.
Unfortunately, the failure of the
mall-retail chain-brand culture
does not only affect the real
estate developers and the Wal-
Marts. The East Asian crisis was
triggered precisely by this kind
of distorted urban
development, which saw a real
estate boom and then a collapse,
dragging down developers and
the banks that had funded that

process. The issue here is not only of FDI in retail alone. This entire
model of ‘branded” products sold through highpowered ads and
dominant retail chains coupled with lopsided urban development
would promote monopoly in the market, kill diversity and displace
small producers on a large scale. This model of development would
fail in India, as it has done over much of Asia, but not before it

does enormous damage.
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Growth in Retail Over
1997-2010

India in 1997 allowed
foreign direct investment (FDI)
in cash and carry wholesale.
Then, it required government
approval. The approval
requirement was relaxed, and
automatic permission was
granted in 2006. Between 2000
to 2010, Indian retail attracted
about $1.8 billion in foreign
direct investment, representing
a very small 1.5% of total
investment flow into India.

Single brand retailing
attracted 94 proposals between
2006 and 2010, of which 57 were
approved and implemented.
For a country of 1.2 billion
people, this is a very small
number. Some claim one of the
primary restraint inhibiting
better participation was that
India required single brand
retailers to limit their
ownership in Indian outlets to
51%. China in contrast allows
100% ownership by foreign
companies in both single brand

and multi-brand  retail
presence.
Indian retail has

experienced limited growth,
and its spoilage of food harvest
is amongst the highest in the
world, because of very limited
integrated cold-chain and other
infrastructure. India has only
5386 stand-alone cold storages,
having a total capacity of 23.6
million metric tons. However,
80 percent of this storage is used
only for potatoes. The
remaining  infrastructure
capacity is less than 1% of the
annual farm output of India,
and grossly inadequate during
peak harvest seasons. This leads

to about 30% losses in certain
perishable agricultural output
in India, on average, every year.

Indian laws already allow
foreign direct investment in
cold-chain infrastructure to the
extent of 100 percent. There has
been no interest in foreign
direct investment in cold
storage infrastructure build out.
Experts claim that cold storage
infrastructure will become
economically viable only when
there is strong and
contractually binding demand
from organized retail. The risk
of cold storing perishable food,
without an assured way to
move and sell it, puts the
economic viability of expensive
cold storage in doubt. In the
absence of organized retail
competition and with a ban on
foreign direct investment in
multi-brand retailers, foreign
direct investments are unlikely
to begin in cold storage and
farm logistics infrastructure.

Until 2010, intermediaries
and middlemen in India have
dominated the value chain. Due
to a number of intermediaries
involved in the traditional
Indian retail chain, norms are
flouted and pricing lacks
transparency. Small Indian
farmers realize only 1/3rd of
the total price paid by the final
Indian consumer, as against 2/
3rd by farmers in nations with
a higher share of organized
retail. The 60%+ margins for
middlemen and traditional
retail shops have limited
growth and prevented
innovation in Indian retail
industry.

India has had years of
debate and discussions on the

risks and prudence of allowing
innovation and competition
within its retail industry.
Numerous economists
repeatedly recommended to the
Government of India that legal
restrictions on organized retail
must be removed, and the retail
industry in India must be
opened to competition. For
example, in an invited address
to the Indian parliament in
December 2010, Jagdish
Bhagwati, Professor of
Economics and Law at the
Columbia University analysed
the relationship between
growth and poverty reduction,
then wurged the Indian
parliament to extend economic
reforms by freeing up of the
retail sector, further
liberalisation of trade in all
sectors, and introducing labor
market reforms. Such reforms
Professor Bhagwati argued will
accelerate economic growth and
make a sustainable differencein
the life of India’s poorest.,

A 2007 report noted that an
increasing number of people in
India are turning to the services
sector for employment due to
the relative low compensation
offered by the traditional
agriculture and manufacturing
sectors. The organized retail
market is growing at 35 percent
annually while growth of
unorganized retail sector is
pegged at 6 percent.

The Retail Business in India
is currently at the point of
inflection. As of 2008, rapid
change with investments to the
tune of US $ 25 billion were
being planned by several
Indian and multinational
companies in the next 5 years.
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It is a huge industry in terms of
size and according to India
Brand Equity Foundation
(IBEF), itis valued at about US$
395.96 billion. Organised retail
is expected to garner about 16-
18 percent of the total retail
market (US $ 65-75 billion) in
the next 5 years.

India has topped the A.T.
Kearney’s annual Global Retail
Development Index (GRDI) for
the third consecutive year,
maintaining its position as the
most attractive market for retail
investment. The Indian
economy has registered a
growth of 8% for 2007. The
predictions for 2008 is 7.9%. The
enormous growth of the retail
industry has created a huge
demand for real estate.
Property developers are
creating retail real estate at an
aggressive pace and by 2010,
300 malls are estimated to be
operational in the country.

Growth After 2011

Before 2011, India had
prevented innovation and
organized competition in its
consumer retail industry.
Several studies claim that the
lack of infrastructure and
competitive retail industry is a
key cause of India’s persistently
high inflation. Furthermore,
because of unorganized retail,
in a nation where malnutrition
remains a serious problem, food
waste is rife. Well over 30% of
food staples and perishable
goods produced in India spoils
because poor infrastructure and
small retail outlets prevent
hygienic storage and
movement of the goods from
the farmer to the consumer.

One report estimates the
2011 Indian retail market
as generating sales of about
$470 billion a year, of
which a miniscule $27 billion
comes from organized retail
such as supermarkets, chain
stores with centralized
operations and shops in
malls. The opening of retail
industry to free market
competition, some claim will
enable rapid growth in retail
sector of Indian economy.
Others believe the growth of
Indian retail industry will take
time, with organized retail
possibly needing a decade to
grow to a 25% share. A 25%
market share, given the
expected growth of Indian
retail industry through 2021, is
estimated to be over $250
billion a year: a revenue equal
to the 2009 revenue share from
Japan for the world’s 250
largest retailers.

The Economist forecasts
that Indian retail will nearly
double in economic value,
expanding by about $400 billion
by 2020. The projected increase
alone is equivalent to the
current retail market size of
France.

In 2011, food accounted for
70% of Indian retail, but was
under-represented by
organized retail. A.T. Kearney
estimates India’s organized
retail had a 31% share in
clothing and apparel, while the
home supplies retail was
growing between 20% to 30%
per year. These data correspond
to retail prospects prior to
November announcement of
the retail reform.

The Indian Retail
Market

Indian market has high
complexities in terms of a wide
geographic spread and distinct
consumer preferences varying
by each region necessitating a
need for localization even
within the geographic zones.
India has highest number of
outlets per person (7 per
thousand) Indian retail space
per capita at 2 sq ft (0.19 m?)/
person is lowest in the world
Indian retail density of 6
percent is highest in the world.
1.8 million households in India
have an annual income of over

Rs. 45 lakh (US$89,775).

While India presents a large
market opportunity given the
number and increasing
purchasing power of
consumers, there are signiﬁcant
challenges as well given that
over 90% of trade is conducted
through independent local
stores. Challenges include:
Geographically dispersed
population, small ticket sizes,
complex distribution network,
little use of IT systems,
limitations of mass media and
existence of counterfeit goods.

The Challenges before
Indian Retail Market

A study claims retail
productivity in India is very
low compared to international
peer measures. For example, the
labor productivity in Indian
retail was just 6% of the labor
productivity in United States in
2010. India’s labor productivity
in food retailing is about 5%
compared to Brazil's 14%; while
India’s labor productivity in
non-food retailing is about 8%
compared to Poland’s 25%.
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Total retail employment in
India, both organized and
unorganized, account for about
6% of Indian labor work force
currently - most of which is
unorganized. This about a third
of levels in United States and
Europe; and about half of levels
in other emerging economies. A
complete expansion of retail
sector to levels and
productivity similar to other
emerging economies and
developed economies such as
the United States would create
over 50 million jobs in India.
Training and development of
labor and management for
higher retail productivity is
expected to be a challenge.

To become a truly
flourishing industry, retailing
in India needs to cross the
following hurdles:

* Automatic approval is not
allowed for foreign
investment in retail.

* Regulations restricting
real estate purchases, and
cumbersome local laws.

e Taxation, which favours
small retail businesses.

* Absence of developed

supply chain and
integrated IT
management.

e Lack of trained work
force.

e Low skill level for

retailing management.

* Lack of Retailing Courses
and study options

* Intrinsic complexity of
retailing - rapid price
changes, constant threat of
product obsolescence and
low margins.

In November 2011, the
Indian government announced
relaxation of some rules and the
opening of retail market to
competition.

India Retail Reforms: 2011

Until 2011, Indian central
government denied foreign
direct investment (FDI) in
multi-brand Indian retail,
forbidding foreign groups from
any ownership in
supermarkets, convenience
stores or any retail outlets, to
sell multiple products from
different brands directly to
Indian consumers.

The government of
Manmohan Singh, prime
minister, announced on 24
November 2011 the following:
India will allow foreign groups
to own up to 51 per cent in
“multi-brand retailers”, as
supermarkets are known in
India, in the most radical pro-
liberalisation reform passed by
an Indian cabinet in years;
single brand retailers, such as
Apple and Ikea, can own 100
percent of their Indian stores,
up from the previous cap of 51
percent; both multi-brand and
single brand stores in India will
have to source nearly a third of
their goods from small and
medium-sized Indian
suppliers; all multi-brand and
single brand stores in India
must confine their operations to
53-o0dd cities with a population
over one million, out of some
7935 towns and cities in India.
It is expected that these stores
will now have full access to over
200 million urban consumers in
India; multi-brand retailers
must have a minimum

investment of US$100 million
with at least half of the amount
invested in back end
infrastructure, including cold
chains, refrigeration,
transportation, packing, sorting
and processing to considerably
reduce the post harvest losses
and bring remunerative prices
to farmers; the opening of retail
competition will be within
India’s federal structure of
government. In other words,
the policy is an enabling legal
framework for India. The states
of India have the prerogative to
accept it and implement it, or
they can decide to not
implement it if they so choose.
Actual implementation of
policy will be within the
parameters of state laws and
regulations.

Conclusion

The Indian Economy has
clocked an impressive 8.6 per
cent growth rate in the financial
year 2010-11 and is expected to
repeat this performance in 2012
as well. However, there are
certain downside risks that
must not be ignored.
Pro and cons fighting on
FDI in India and abroad is
on and result is awaited.
Over populated, less
capitalized, cut throat
competitions, LPG, fast
technological growing
conditions in the world,
respectively fast economic
growth rate, seeking foreign
financial support - the retail
market of India and Indian
economy itself will have to
imperative struggle for its
favor. India has the following
advantage situation for FDI:
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Stable democratic
environment over 60
years of independence.

Large
market.

and growing

World class scientific,
technical and managerial
manpower.
Cost-effective and skilled
labour.

Abundance of natural
resources.

Large English speaking
population.
Well-established legal
system with independent
judiciary.

Developed banking
system and vibrant capital
market.

Well developed
accountancy, legal,
actuarial and consultancy
profession.
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Inequality and
the Imperative

for Inclusive
Growth in Asia

Nishant Bhaskar and
Raman Kumar Jha

One of the most outstanding achievements in
the history of world economic development in the
20th century was that several of Asia’s countries
and regions were able to create economic miracles
and catch up with western developed countries.
Japan and the newly industrialized economies in
East Asia, including Hong Kong, China; Republic
of Korea (Korea); Singapore; and Taipei, China,
whose initial conditions after World War II were
not more favorable than other developing
countries in other parts of the world (Maddison
2001 ), have become the only group of economies
that have successfully reached the per capita
income level of western developed countries or
substantially narrowed their income gaps with
developed countries. However, for Asia as a
whole, like most other parts of the world, the gaps
between their per capita income and that of the
developed countries in effect have widened after
World War II. In 2002, there were about 690
million people in Asia still in extreme poverty,
living on less than US$1 a day. If a more generous
standard of $2 a day was used, 1.9 billion Asians,
or about half of the population in Asia, were poor
in that year (ADB 2004). Those poor people have
no guarantee for their basic daily nutrition needs,
access to improved sanitation, and so on. How to
eradicate poverty and how to close the income
gaps between developing Asia and the developed
countries are daunting challenges for the region.

Stellar growth rates leading to a spectacular
decline in the incidence of poverty in developing
Asia showcase the region’s development success

Economics

over the last 10 years. As many developing Asian
countries enter the next phase of their
development stage, the emergence of two faces
of Asia is a cause for economic, social, and
political concern. Responding to the opportunities
of globalization, technological change, economies
of scale, and competition, a “shimmering” Asia
is emerging where a small segment of the
population is benefiting from an extraordinary
boom. In sharp contrast, large segments of the
population are stuck in a “shivering” Asia with
low wages, little or no social services, and little
opportunity for improved mobility. These two
faces of Asia are both a beacon of hope and a
symbol of despair. Merging these two faces
toward a gleaming Asia is the development
challenge over the near and medium term and is
the focus of this paper.

The key messages of the paper are as follows.
Rising income inequalities and the persistence of
unacceptably high levels of no income inequalities
pose a clear and present danger to Asia’s
sustained progress. Inclusive growth that focuses
on both creating opportunities rapidly and
making them accessible to all including the
disadvantaged and the bypassed is a necessary
but insufficient condition for reducing inequality
outcomes. Inclusive growth that focuses on
understanding and addressing the causal factors
underpinning inequality outcomes is process-
oriented and is primarily concerned with ex ante
policy formulation. Ex post measurement of
inclusive growth assesses the extent and degree
of inclusiveness attained. Finally, inclusive
growth needs to address economic, social, and
political constraints in generating opportunities,
as well as ensuring equal access to them.

Income and Nomincome
Inequalities in Asia

A. Inequalities are Rising

Figure 1 presents estimates of the Gini
coefficient, a popular measure of relative
inequality. Seven countries have Gini coefficients

Research Scholars, BRA Bihar University, Muzaffarpur.
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of around 40 or more; the
remaining countries have Gini
coefficients of 30 to 40. These
current levels of inequality
represent increases over the last
10 years (see Figure 2). An
increase in inequality is
registered for a majority of
economies. The increases in
inequality in Bangladesh,
Cambodia, People’s Republic of
China (PRC), Nepal, and Sri
Lanka are noteworthy.

The picture that emerges is
that in a majority of Asian
countries, inequality has
increased. However, this is not
a story of the rich getting richer
and the poor getting poorer.
Rather, the rich are getting
richer faster than the poor. This
point is important because
while economists focus on
relative inequality, politically
and socially, absolute
inequalities can get
considerable attention.

Inequalities in income and
expenditure represent only one
dimension of inequality.
Inequalities in  health,
education, and economic assets
such as land could be high even
in countries where income
inequality is not high. As an
example, India and Pakistan,
which do not have high income
inequalities, have very unequal
outcomes in terms of how
severely underweight children
are distributed across rich and
poor households. In India, 5
percent of the children are
severely underweight among
the richest 20 percent of
households. In the case of the
poorest 20 percent of
households, this share is 28
percent. Education outcomes
show a similar pattern, with

Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and
Pakistan having very unequal
education attainments.

Low levels of income
inequality can also coexist with
high levels of inequality in asset
ownership and access to
infrastructure services. The
distribution of land, one of the
most important economic assets
in developing Asia, is heavily
concentrated. This is
particularly true in the South
Asian countries where income/
expenditure inequalities are
low. A similar phenomenon is
seen in terms of access to public
services like clean water, health
facilities, sanitation, electricity,
and schools. Banerjee, Iyer, and
Somanathan (2007) show that a
great proportion of the
population in lagging
subnational regions in Asian
countries have little or no access
to these public services. This is
especially true for South Asian
countries like India and Nepal.

The  description  of
inequalities in developing Asia
highlights three issues. First,
income/ expenditure inequalities
are rising in many Asian
countries. second, low levels of
income/expenditure inequality
can coexist with high levels of
inequality in important
dimensions of well-being that
could circumscribe the capacity
of people to participate in
productive economic activities.
Third, a concentration of assets
implies that for the economically
disadvantaged, potential
economic opportunities may be
difficult to seize.

B. Drivers of Rising
Inequalities

The key factor responsible
for increases in inequality

appears to be unevenness in
growth. Three dimensions of
uneven growth seem especially
pertinent in accounting for
increases in inequality in many
parts of the region. First, growth
has been wuneven across
subnational locations (i.e.,
across provinces, regions, or
states). second, growth has been
uneven across the rural and
urban sectors. Finally, growth
has been wuneven across
households, such that incomes
at the top of the distribution
have grown faster than those in
the middle and/ or the bottom.
In particular, the growth of
incomes has tended to be the
highest for the best educated.

One can ask what policy
factors are behind these
patterns of uneven growth. The
policy factors are complex.
However, some broad themes
emerge. First, there has been a
relative neglect of the
agriculture sector by
policymakers. While economic
development entails a move off
the farm to industry and
services, deficiencies in public
investments in agriculture, and
the rural economy more
generally, has been problematic
precisely = because  the
productivity of agriculture
determines the standards of
living of so many people in
Asia. Even today, a majority of
the labor force of many Asian
countries, especially its largest
ones, is to be found engaged in
agriculture. second, the
interplay between market-
oriented reforms, globalization,
and technology has played a
role in unequal growth. In
several countries, for example,
dismantling  state-owned
enterprises has been part and
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parcel of marketoriented
reforms. Typically, state-owned
enterprises have had fairly
compressed wage distributions.
As the importance of the private
sector has grown, it would be
natural to find increases in
wage inequality.

Similarly, globalization-or
increased international
integration-has tended to
benefit certain subregions
within countries over others.
For example, in the PRC, there
is a general consensus among
analysts that sharpening
income disparities between
coastal and interior regions
have been driven by the
countries’ increased openness.
The costs of shipping goods
from the coastal regions to
major international trade
centers is far lower than that of
shipping goods from interior
regions. The lowering of
barriers to trade has probably
also reduced the bargaining
power of workers relative to
capital. This has happened on
account of the fact that capital
and skilled workers are far
more mobile across countries
than relatively unskilled
workers.

C. Inequality Matters

An influential view in the
development community is that
greater inequality is inherent in
the growth process (Lewis
1983). In the process of
structural transformation and
growth, certain regions in
certain sectors can be expected
to benefit first. This would
cause some increase in
inequality initially. As growth
proceeds, more regions and
sectors undergo beneficial
transformation and inequality

declines. This view is consistent
with the famous “Kuznets
curve” where inequality first
rises and then falls with
economic growth.

There are two problems
with this viewpoint. First, the
empirical evidence for the
“Kuznets curve” is weak. In the
Asian context, Republic of
Korea and Taipei,China clearly
demonstrated in their rapid
period of growth between the
1970s and 1990s that a rapid
and sustained increase in
inequality is not an inevitable
result of high economic growth.
Their income-based Gini
coefficients never reached 40
during their period of rapid
growth. In fact, they declined
over some periods of high
growth. second, there are
compelling reasons to believe
that high levels of inequality
may in fact hinder future
growth. The specific
mechanisms work through
wealth effects and political
economy channels.

People with little wealth or
low incomes find it difficult to
invest in wealthor income-
augmenting activities. This is
compounded by imperfections
in financial markets that
seriously constrain the ability of
otherwise credit-worthy
individuals to borrow to
finance investments in
education or business
opportunities. Underinvestment
by people with little wealth or
low income impacts negatively
on growth.

An alternative way of
looking at the same problem
has been recently enunciated
(Banerjee 2007). Against the
phenomenon of the rich getting

richer faster than the poor, it
becomes harder for the poor to
compete with the rich for
limited resources including
capital. With too much capital
concentrated in the hands of the
rich, allocative inefficiency in
investment will impact
negatively on growth.

Inclusive Growth: A
conceptual
Framework

The discussion on the
nature and drivers of
inequalities points to three
noteworthy issues. First rising
inequalities could be aninherent
by-product of the growth
process, and knee-jerk reactions
to eliminate increases in
inequalities may stifle the
growth process itself. second,
lack of access to basic public
services, credit, and risk-
mitigating instruments
perpetuate the lack of
capabilities and opportunities
for large sections of society.
Third, the marginalization and
bypassing of significant sections
of society could undermine the
sustainability of growth.

Inequality is an outcome,
and how it should be addressed
must begin with identifying the
drivers  of  inequality.
Inequalities can be associated
with efforts that respond to
market incentives. Inequalities
also arise from lack of access to
social services, geography, and
social exclusion that are related
to circumstances. An individual’s
circumstances such as religious
background, parental
education, geographical
location, and caste (in India) are
exogenous to and outside the
control of the individual, for
which he or she should not be
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held responsible. Inequalities
due to differences in
circumstances often reflect
social exclusion arising from
weaknesses of the existing
systems of property and civil
rights, and thus should be
addressed through public
policy interventions. On the
other hand, an individual’s
efforts represent actions thatare
under the control of the
individual, for which he or she
should be held responsible.
Inequalities due to differences
in efforts reflect and reinforce
market-based incentives
needed to foster innovation,
entrepreneurship, and growth.
Incentives should not be
disregarded.

The importance of equal
access to opportunities for all
lies in its intrinsic value as well
as instrumental role. The
intrinsic value is based on the
belief that equal access to
opportunity is a basic right of a
human being and that it is
unethical and immoral to treat
individuals differently in access
to opportunities. The
instrumental role comes from
the recognition that equal
access to opportunities
increases growth potential,
while inequality in access to
opportunities diminishes it and
makes growth unsustainable,
because it leads to inefficient
utilization of human and
physical resources, lowers the
quality of institutions and
policies, erodes social cohesion,
and increases social conflict.

Inclusive Growth: A
Strategy
In terms of opportunities

and access to them, labor
market outcomes in Asian

countries tell a powerful story.
Four features are noteworthy
(Felipe and Hasan 2006). First,
corresponding to rapid output
growth, employment growth
has been far lower in recent
years. second, in both relative
and absolute terms, the
differences in real wages
between the bottom and top
quintiles of the labor force in
urban  areas increased
significantly over the last two
decades. At the same time,
rural-urban differentials in real
wages have also widened.
Third, employment in the
informal sector where
productivity levels and wages
are low is either on the rise or
persistently high. Last, the
nature of employment in the
formal sector, which has been
historically associated with
regular contracts and job
security, is changing toward
that which is  more
characteristic of the informal
sector.

Equalizing opportunities
means that the opportunities
generated by growth are
available to be shared across the
entire spectrum of the
population including by those
who are less well-off.
Equalizing access to economic
opportunities is multidimensional,
i.e,, addressing the disadvantages
of circumstances. In particular,
strengthening human
capabilities enable individuals
to qualify for productive and
decent employment. Ensuring
equal access to economic
opportunities is the second
pillar of inclusive growth.

An inclusive growth

strategy encompasses the key
elements of an effective poverty

reduction strategy and, more
importantly, expands the
development agenda. A
poverty reduction strategy
based on a single and absolute
income criterion ignores the
issue of inequalities and the
risks associated with them. In
contrast, an inclusive growth
strategy addresses circumstance-
related inequalities and their
attendant risks. Inclusive
growth is not based on a
redistributive approach to
addressing inequality. Rather, it
focuses on creating
opportunities and ensuring
equal access to them. Equality
of access to opportunities will
hinge on larger investments in
augmenting human capacities,
including those of the poor,
whose main asset-labor-would
then be productively employed.

Overall, inclusive growth
with its focus on the process of
expanding opportunities will
result in more effective poverty
reduction. In particular, withits
focus on addressing
inequalities, inclusive growth
will address issues of poverty
gapsand the severity of poverty,
thereby enlarging the poverty
reduction agenda. The more
important pointis thatinclusive
growth is concerned with the
overall welfare of society, which
includes the poor.

Conclusion

Merging the “shimmering”
and “shivering” faces of Asia
into a progressively prosperous
region, i.e., a gleaming Asia, is
the development challenge over
the next generation. While high
and sustainable growth are
absolute requirements, the
fruits of growth must be shared
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more equally. Asia’s movement
from low, to medium, to high
levels of income and nonincome
inequalities is worrisome as
social and political tolerance to
growing inequalities is getting
lower. The sustainability of
growth could thus be
undermined. It is in this context
that inclusive growth with its
focus on rapidly expanding
opportunities and ensuring
equality of access to these
opportunities is desirable on
both intrinsic and instrumental
considerations.

The thrust of inclusive
growth is on the positive,

emphasizing expanding
opportunities and capability
enhancement at the

economywide and household
levels. The directional change is
from entitlement to
empowerment. Circumstance-
based disadvantages must be
addressed by public policy
interventions that guarantee an
even playing field so that
people can be empowered to lift
themselves up by their
bootstraps to exploit the
opportunities generated by
rapid and sustained growth.
While the adoption of an
inclusive growth strategy is a
natural evolution in Asia’s
development process, the

reform agenda required to
effect it is complex and
ambitious. Reforms relating to
governance, institutions, and
policies that address both
economic and  political
inequality will need to be
addressed simultaneously. An
enlightened and an active state
will be needed to partner with
the private sector and civil
society in the pursuit of shared
prosperity.
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Philosophy

The Lord
Krishna: A Study
of the Supreme
Personality

Sumitra Kumari

The Vedas say Krishna is the original person,
but that He always appears young and attractive.
He knows everything, He contains all of reality,
and all other living beings are His inseparable
parts. He is the all-powerful, supreme controller
of all energies. He is known by different names
in different cultures (such as God, Allah, and
Jehovah, for example).

Sometimes Krishna sends His representatives —
as saints, prophets, or His sons—to teach
humankind about Him, and sometimes He comes
Himself, as He did approximately 3000 B.C. He
spoke the spiritual and philosophical teachings
known as the Bhagavad-gita, which explains the
essence of our spiritual identity and our
relationship with God.

Who is Lord Krishna

Krishna is God, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. This fact is stated and corroborated in
the Vedic scriptures and by various authorities.
Lord Brahma in Brahma Samhita says, “Krishna
who is known as

Govinda is the Supreme Godhead. He has an
eternal blissful spiritual body. He is the origin of
all. He has no other origin and He is the prime
cause of all causes”. In the BhagavataPurana
Krishna becomes the chief object of devotion.
After describing various incarnations of the Lord
such as Rama, Balarama, Vamana, Nrsimha, and
Vishnu, SrilaSukadevaGoswami states, “ All of the
above mentioned incarnations are either plenary
portions or portions of the plenary portions of the
Lord, but Lord Krishna is the original Personality
of Godhead”.

Lord Shiva in Gita Mahatmya, states that “let
there be only one God - Krishna, the son of
Devaki” (Verse 7). In the Padma Purana it is
stated, “By scrutinizingly reviewing all the
revealed scriptures and judging them again and
again, it is now concluded that Lord Narayana is
the Supreme Absolute Truth, and thus He alone
should be worshipped”. Similarly it is said in the
SkandaPurana, “In the material world, which is
full of darkness and dangers, combined with birth
and death and full of different anxieties, the only
way to get out of the great entanglement is to
accept loving transcendental devotional service
to Lord Vasudeva. This is accepted by all classes
of philosophers”.

The position of Krishna as God is confirmed
by great personalities like Narada, Asita, Devala,
Vyasa, Parasara, Brahma and Shiva. Finally
Krishna Himself confirms this fact in the
Bhagavad Gita to His friend and devotee, Arjuna.
He clearly says that He is “the Supreme Lord of
all planets and demigods” (BG 5.29), that “there
is no truth superior to Me” (BG 7.7) and - “I am
the source of all spiritual and material worlds.
Everything emanates from Me” (BG 10.8).

What is the Position of Krishna?

As God, there is no one equal to or greater
than Krishna. He is the original, unborn, eternal

Research Scholar in Philosophy, S.K.M University, Dumka
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person, the most ancient,
completely independent, and
the cause of all causes. Parasara
Muni, the father of
SrilaVyasadeva and a great
scholar who had himself held
the position of Vyasa in a
previous kalpa, very nicely
defines the position of
Bhagavana (God) as one Who
is complete in six kinds of
opulence namely - wisdom,
beauty, fame, power, wealth
and renunciation. While there
are many great personalities
who are very famous or very
wealthy, only Krishna as God
is replete in all six opulence.

The scriptures not only give
us the unique position of
Krishna but also give us a
detailed description of all His
aspects. They tell us that above
this temporary material
universe is an eternal spiritual
world called Vaikuntha, and
Krishna lives in the topmost
planet of this universe called
GolokaVrindavana which is full
of palaces made of touch-stone
(cintamani), with trees that are
capable of fulfilling all desires
(kalpa-vraksha) and cows that
are called Surabhi.

Here Krishna eternally
resides, served by hundreds
and thousands of goddesses of
fortune. He sports with His
most confidential and intimate
devotees, headed by Srimati
Radharani. He has a form just
like us but His body is spiritual
and thus eternal. His complexion
is dark-blue, like that of a rain-
filled cloud and His eyes are
like lotus petals. He is ever
youthful, full of bliss and His
beauty excels that of thousands
of cupids. He likes to play the
flute, He sports a crown with a

peacock feather and He is
adorned by the exquisite kastuba
jewel.

What is Krishna Avatar?

In Caitanya-caritamrita
(2.20.263-264) it is stated that the
“avatara, or incarnation of
Godhead, descends from the
kingdom of God for creating
and maintaining the material
manifestation. And the particular
form of the Personality of
Godhead who so descends is
called an incarnation, or
avatara. Such incarnations are
situated in the spiritual world,
the kingdom of God. When
They descend to the material
creation, They assume the name
avatar.” The SrimadBhagavatam
states that there are countless
incarnations just like the waves
of the oceans. They fall in various
categories like lila (pastime),
yuga (period of yuga),
manavantara (period of Manu),
purusa (Vishnu expansions)and
shaktivesa (empowered).
These avatars perform various
pastimes based on the time,
place and circumstances, but
their purposeis always the same
- “to attract the conditioned
souls back to their eternal
spiritual abode”.

The incarnations emanate
from Vishnu. Maha-Vishnu is
the original cause of all material
creation and from Him
Garbhodakashai-Vishnu
expands and then Ksirodakasayi-
Vishnu. Generally all incarnations
appearing within the material
world are plenary portions of
Ksirodakasayi-Vishnu (also
known as Hari).

However only once ina day
of Lord Brahma (which lasts for
4.32 billion of our years), does

Krishna descend in His original
form, as the avataree, the cause
of all avatars. When Krishna
appears all the incarnations join
with Him. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead is the
complete whole and all the
plenary portions and incarnations
always live with Him. So when
Krishna appeared, Lord Vishnu
was always with Him, and
while Krishna enjoyed His
pastimes in Vrindavana, the
killing of the demons was
actually carried out by the His
Vishnu portion. Since Krishna
eternally resides in Vrindavana,
when He left Vrindavana at the
age of ten, it was His Vasudeva
expansion that actually left.

Appearance of Krishna

In the era of the Svayambhuva
Manu, prajapatiSutapa and his
wife Prsni were instructed by
Lord Brahma to have progeny.
They performed severe
austerities for twelve thousand
years of the demigods to have
the Lord as their child. Pleased
by their austerities the Lord
appeared and granted them this
benediction. Since He gave
them this benediction three
times, in Satya-yuga He first
appeared as the son of Prsni
and Sutapa and was called
Prsnigarba. In Treta-yuga they
were Aditiand Kasyapa Muni
and the Lord appeared as
Vamanadeva. Finally in the
Dvaparayuga, Krishna in His
original form, appeared as the
child of Devaki and Vasudeva.

Krishna appeared specifically
on the request of Bhudevi, the
presiding deity of the Earth
planet. Distressed by the
burden of many demons who
had appeared as powerful
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Kshatriyas and were ruling the
planet impiously, she assumed
the form of a cow and pleaded
to Lord Brahma for help. Lord
Brahma with all the demigods
prayed to Vishnu in Svetadvipa
by chanting the Purusa-sukta
prayers. At this time the Lord
informed Brahma that in order
to establish religiosity and
destroy evil, He would soon
appear as His original Self. In
the meantime the various
demigods were instructed to
take birth in various families in
the Yadu dynasty and prepare
for the appearance of the Lord.

Lifeline of Krishna

Historically, Lord Krishna
appeared in the Dvaparayuga,
on the midnight of the 8th day
of the dark half of the month of
Sravana. This corresponds to
July 19th 3228 BC. He exhibited
His pastimes for a little over 125
years and disappeared on
February 18th 3102 BC on the
new moon night of Phalguna.
His departure marks the
beginning of the current age of
corruption known as Kali.

The great scholar Srila
Vishvanatha Chakravarti neatly
outlines Lord Krishna’s
activities in this way. He was
born in Mathura in the prison
cell of Kamsa and carried to
Gokula. The first three years and
four months were spent in
Gokula, then equal lengths of
time in Vrindavana and
Nandagram. At the age of
eleven He left Vrindavan for
Mathura where He lived for
eighteen years and four months,
and finally ninety-six years and
eight months in Dvaraka
totaling about 126 years of
manifest pastimes. At the time

of Mahabharata, when Krishna
spoke the Bhagavad Gita, He
was about ninety years of age.

Pastimes of Krishna

The tenth canto of Srimad
Bhagavatam describes the
activities and transcendental
pastimes of Sri Krishna. They
are also described in the epic
Mahabharata, specially in the
Bhishmaparva which also
contains the Bhagavad Gita.
The pastimes of Krishna appeal
to the liberated souls, those that
are trying to get liberated and
also to the gross materialists.
The pastimes of Sri Krishna,
known as Krishna-katha fall
into two categories.Words
spoken by Krishna, as the
Bhagavad Gita, and words
spoken about Krishna, as in the
SrimadBhagavatam. Souls in
the liberated stage derive great
pleasure in relishing anything
and everything related to
Krishna. For those that are
trying to be liberated, Krishna-
katha makes their path of
liberation very clear. By studying
the Gita one becomes fully
conscious of the position of Sri
Krishna; and when one is
situated at the lotus feet of the
Lord, he understands the
narration’s of Krishna as
described in the Srimad
Bhagavatam. Even the gross
materialists are attracted by the
pleasure pastimes of Krishna
with the Gopis and His wives.

Even though the loving
affairs of Krishna have nothing
to do with the gross, mundane
sex affairs, they attract the
people engrossed in sense-
gratification and gradually
elevate them to higher levels of
spirituality.

Causeless Mercy of
Krishna

Even though Krishna is
completely self sufficient and
self satisfied, He descends for
the benefit of all the conditioned
souls. His most endearing quality
is that of “bhaktavatsala”. His
pure devotees are always trying
to please Him, and He is always
trying to please His devotees.
Just as He lives in the heart of
His devotees, His devotees
constantly reside in Him.

Krishna is so merciful that
He not only helps His devotees,
but also those who are envious
of Him. Krishna destroys evil
by providing them with an
opportunity to take up devotion.

All glories to the appearance
day of Lord Krishna ! All glories
to Sri Krishna and His devotees !!

Life Through Krishna’s
Eyes

Krishna is well known to be
a master of all roles in which he
simply created followers - be it
as a child, a brother, a charioteer,
a warrior, a friend, a statesman,
a messenger, a philosopher, a
disciple, a protector, a guru, a
cowherd or the beloved of his
devotees (gopis of Vrindavan).

Lord Krishna’s life story has
all the rigmaroles of daily living
that we face today. Mata
Amritanandamayi says,
“Throughout his life, Lord
Krishna had to face different
crises that arose like waves, one
after the other. Even then, not
once was his countenance
clouded by sorrow. He faced
every difficulty under the sun,
but there was no place for
sorrow in Sri Krishna's presence.
He was the embodiment of
bliss. In his company everyone
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rejoiced, forgetting all else. In
his presence they tasted the
bliss of the Self...”

About Krishna, Osho
remarked “People like Krishna
look at life with extraordinary
eyes; their perception is rare. It
penetrates the innermost depth
of life, and it will be a great gift
if for a while we can look at life
through the eyes of Krishna.
That will go a long way to
change and deepen our own

perf:eptilon, our own perspective
of life...”

Krishna is a central figure in
Hinduism. His divinity and
powers mesmerizes the minds of
even the occasional bystander.
Behind Krishna’s divinity and
Lordship is a philosophy that
he advised to anybody seeking
a counsel. Remember his
authoritative words to the
warrior Arjuna in his divine
song - The Holy Gita: “I shall
now in full explain to you this
knowledge together with its
wisdom, knowing which leaves
one nothing further to be
known in this world.”
(Chapter-7, verse 2)

Though Lord Krishna
advised according to the ability
of the person, there is a
philosophy that one can make
out from his advice. Many
liberated masters, thinkers and
scholars confirm that his advice
as in the Holy Gita pretty much
summarises his philosophy,
which is not different to the
vedantic declarations. The
Vedanta teacher Swami
Chinmayananda often said,
“With the Gita, Shri Krishna
took the knowledge of the
Upanishads down from the

About the Holy Gita Swami
Shivananda remarks: “The Gita
gives you practical lessons to
regulate your daily life and
conduct. It tells you how to
overcome the above enemies,
how to develop the divine
virtues which will help you to
attain God-consciousness. The
message of the Gita is the
message of sacrifice, love and
duty. Love all. Share what you
have with others. Do your
duties well. Rise above petty
likes and dislikes. Keep open
the portals of your heart by
removing selfishness, greed
and lust, so that the Supreme
Lord Himself may come and
dwell therein. These are the
lessons of the Gita.”

Here is a sample of some
timeless wisdom from the Gita:

“Those who are wise grieve neither
for the living nor for the dead’

“Without being attached to the
fruits of activities, one should act
as a matter of duty, for by
working without attachment one
attains the Supreme”

“You have a right to perform
your prescribed action, but you
are not entitled to the fruits of
your action. Never consider
yourself the cause of the results
of your activities. Nor should you
be attached to inaction.”

“As a person abandons worn-out
clothes and acquires new ones, so
when the body is worn out a new
one is acquired by the Self, who
lives within”

“For him, who has conquered the
mind, the mind is the best of
friends; but for one who has failed
to do so; his mind will remain
the greatest enemy”

“As the blazing fire reduces wood
to ashes, similarly, the fire of Self-

“Little by little, through patience
and repeated effort, the mind will
become stilled in the Self”

“The mind acts like an enemy for
those who do not control it”

“Man is made by his belief. As
he believes, so he is”

“Better indeed is knowledge than
mechanical practice. Better than
knowledge is meditation. But
better still is surrender of
attachment to results, because
there follows immediate peace.”
“The power of God is with you
at all times; through the activities
of mind, senses, breathing, and
emotions; and is constantly doing
all the work using you as a mere
instrument”

In its entirety, the Holy Gita
with the commentaries written
by many saints and teachers like
AcharyaShankara, ShriRamanuja,
ShriMadhava and many others
has the philosophy, which can
dispel our ignorance. Itis this very
philosophy of the Gita that can
help us to look at life differently.

No wonder Arjuna said at
the end of the Gita discourse
that “Destroyed is my delusion,
as I have now gained my
knowledge through your grace.
I am firm; my doubts are gone.”
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Home Science

Child Development:
Theoretical and
Conceptual Issues

Dr. Shobha Kumari

The meaning of the word “development’ has
become blurred because it has been substituted
by popular speech. This term has been used by
different people to denote various phenomena.
Laymen, tribals, ruralites, westerns, orientals,
rightists, leftists, politicians, all use it in different
ways. When a scientific term is used in popular
speech, it often loses its significance.

The concept has a cognitively-pluralistic
connotation, as it has a multi disciplinary
significance. Economics, political-science,
psychology, anthropology, and sociology have
used the term in different contexts. The single
term has a diverse conceptual connotation. The
term has political implications, and has been used
as a political instrument for the obtaining of votes,
‘under-development’ has been replaced by
‘developing countries,” which does not change the
connotation but puts on a garb of respectability.
Terms like ‘newly developing countries’, ‘new
emerging countries” have also been used to
substitute the earlier term “under-developed.’

Interestingly, the term has trapped the
intelligentsia, who often focus on the
development process, ignoring the roots of
‘“under-development.” The developed countries
have exploited the resources of developing
nations. The network of exploitation, the hidden
structures of exploitation, have been largely
neglected by social scientists. Sponsored
researches, generally, are oriented to the
evaluation and study of the impact of planned
developmental schemes initiated by the
government.

Lewis and Scalpino did not make any
distinction between these terms an international

Lecturer, JLNM College, Sursand, Sitamarhi

stratification system has been created through the
coining of terms like MDC (more developed
countries) and LDC (less developed countries).
These concepts paved the way for the inculcation
of western values and ideas concerning
development. The ruling elite desired their
countries to be modelled on the western paradigm
of development. The indicators of development
were defined by western societies. Sponsored
researches by international organisations, and
financial support given by them, institutionalized
the western paradigm’'.

This has several consequences of
psychological, social and cultural dimensions.
National pride and historicity of traditions were
influenced negatively. The new development
programmes changed the traditional social fabric
to an extent and it was considered correct to
replace it through creation of new institutions?.

‘Sociology of Development’ is a recent branch
of sociology. The economists’” view of
development has been the dominant one for a
long time. Decision makers have often turned to
economists rather than sociologists®. Applied
economics is a great deal more popular than
applied sociology. Sociologists have been
conspicuously missing from planning offices,
committees and commissions.

The reason for this lies partly in the internal
academic structure of sociology. For decades, our
gaze was fixed intently upon functionality and
system maintenance, and social change was kept
tucked away in a corner of our consciousness.*
The international context of development and
under-development is a significant area at a
micro-level in the analytical frame work. The neo-
Marxist approach stresses the need to understand
the world as a totality, as a single integrated unit.’
The induced dependence tends to be total —
economic, political, cultural, and social. There is
enough money for population programmes,
family planning, agriculture, health literacy and
environment. The solutions and instrumentalities
come from rich countries in the form of an aid or
a loan. This is a mechanism to perpetuate
economic dependence, cultural dominance, and
political hegemony.

Whole hearted transplantation of western
medical practice into countries, such as Zambia,
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has been a disastrous mistake.
New solutions, which make
use of cheaper and less
sophisticated technology, as
well as personnel with skills
more limited than those of fully
qualified physicians, are badly
needed. Yet, this has not
become possible because the
elite want the same treatment
which westerners have access
to.b

In China, success in the
field of modern medicine is the
result of the fact that it fits into
the overall structure of the
society.”

Some believe that “population’
is part of the richer world’s
scheme to maintain control
over the rest. Hence, the notion
of population explosion is
related to imperialism. The
western mode and model of
development has created a
network of subterranean
exploitation, whereby under-
developed countries are
systematically sucked of their
natural resources, cultural
imperialismis imposed on them,
and they are economically so
trapped through loans, aids,
debts that, politically, they are
perennially slowed.

The notion of development
is linked with dependence.
There is certainly a need for
change through revolution in
the existing world system. In
fact, the world is divided into
nations at the centre and
nations at the periphery. The
nations at the centre are the
developed western countries
who systematically create
conditions of dependence for
nations at the periphery; which
are the developing nations. The
centre within the nations of
periphery consists of the elite

who, for their development,
support the ideology and
instrumentality of the nations
at the centre. Such a situation
leads to perpetuation of under-
development, coupled with
development of the elite of the
nations at the periphery.

The micro-level programmes
at village level have improved
the quality of life, but the very
targets need reconsidering.
Planners ought to start with the
social and “‘human’ dimensions,
and work backwards to the
necessary growth rate.®

Even if one were able to
identify, quantify, and frame
policies for the relief of poverty
of the wurban and rural
deprived, they would be
ineffective unless they took
account of the reactions of
interest groups of the elite.’

Even news has become a
marketable commodity, and the
news media in the Third World,
even when they are in the hands
of the government, operate as
part of international corporate
capitalism. The wholesale
transplantation of western
medical practices to developing
nations has been a disastrous
mistake and that new solutions
which make use of cheaper and
less sophisticated technology,
as well as of personnel with
more limited skills than those
of full-blown physicians, are
badly needed. Yet it has not
been possible to break “medical
imperialism.” It is necessary to
ask questions about education
and literacy, and their social
and cultural relevance for the
developing nations.”

Rich countries are polluting
the environment and react to
the ‘eco-threat’ very strongly.
This is a plot.

The theories of development
are many. The functional,
evolutionary, dialectical,
psychological theories of
development have been over
shadowed inrecent years by the
advance of the ‘Dependency’
and the "World-System’ theories.

The concept of ethno-
development has assumed
great significance in the context
of developing nations. Generally,
the concept of development has
been identified with the
development of western
nations, which emphasizes
material, and mundane aspects
of development along with
formations of complex and
large scale organisations for the
accomplishment of economic
growth. In such a notion of
development, the person
becomes the slave of technology,
and there is emphasis on
consumption for social
conspicuousness. Obviously, in
such a model of development,
the individual and the social
dimensions are relegated to the
background. The plurality of
cultures, as revealed in different
societies, in the contemporary
world, exemplify that human
beings have developed
different styles of life, customs,
traditions, and institutions,
which have emerged out of
their cumulative experience.
Thus, the institutions of social
hierarchy, marriage, family,
property, inheritance, etc., tend
to differ from one society to
another. Even systems of law,
bureaucracy, justice, and polity
are dependent upon indigenous
situations and social experiences.
A comparative study of
different cultures reveals that
each culture has its own
mechanism to deal with problems,
and hopes and aspirations.
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The contemporary govern-
mental programmes should be
seen in the context of the
structural and cultural
peculiarities of our nation.
These are of various types;
some are intended for specific
categories which have been
deprived socially, politically,
and economically for a long
and continuous time. The
programmes oriented towards
SC/STs can be categorised as
those which deal with specific
categories. Similarly, programmes
oriented towards women
belong to the same category.
The status of women in Indian
society has several levels of
understanding and analysis.
These levels reveal ideology
and difficulties of women in
India glorified as goddess on
one hand, and enslaved on the
other. The actual process,
customs and traditions reveals
that women, for several centuries,
have been put to severe
discriminatory treatment by
different social institutions. She
has been kept in Purdah and
involved in domestic work.

Her glorification is a device
to prevent any attack on the

system which produces her

factual subordination,
exploitation, and
discrimination. She is

structurally deprived of fuller
expression of her potentials.
She is confined to household
tasks, denied public self
expression, and suffers familial
neglect. Her education, health
and well being are part of
institutionalised neglect, non-
care, and non-support.

There are several levels of
this discrimination. The rural
woman is deprived, first,
because she is a woman;
secondly, she is a rural woman;
then, she is exploited by market
forces-low wages; and lastly, if
she belongs to a low caste, the
caste hierarchy itself leads to
further discrimination. Thus,
women, as such, constitute a
disadvantaged group, but
certain categories suffer more
from  multiplicities  of
deprivation.
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