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faer & #% yfafify a9 9 o & foaw e 9
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e e e
e for eqeR Tl | e,
HeR R R & WY TR
T foren ST 3N 3Eeh Seotsd
FE T W 12 YU JEA AR]
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go fasgTr ® yafaa eff
ST Tl 9 1 g
I B| TH H W WA G I
yarT Sft ferar § aReEn sed ©
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TEME 7 T fagEt o9 & I
T v foran 39 U yey fwen
N9d o' o TSgd & T uS
WU 3H TR & Tl i FE
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FAehR 3iderd faumt
@S Hehtel & FrT

IR § e Hehlel To-SRel &1 FRfae &
FA-TH (Al ER) ol THF U9 98 Tl o
TEH Td g & &9 H @A 8 gl ol 59 98
IR Rl A 3 U AT U WAt | e
faame foer gon o1, SE9 sveEntcal w1 9E TRW
foren wd a8 R § TS AreA 9 foren @ W

TS uvEr e w1 ag wuee aF T

e fafeam dfess 3 fehred w1 geaemRor fen
fafa 1 s1emer fgea w2 feam wad, 1835 € o
wie Hehret o Fofarenss die g7 @@ fAfvsm faman
T fh ARG w1 IRErE wifed qen fogm @
Toren S7USht " 9 < S AU 39 R, IRA™
e & gy o wEarem foren wfafa’ w1 swfE
frofa g sTTelt Tt & fauw WRa & WY W 9rE
T @1 99 T $9 6 ren i w1 g gfauees
WS el ol W 9 0 fagHi ¥ R T
o Sl YRAE Wifecd Td H&hid &1 TR i o
3T faaR o fof T 1= A J=hied i T
FTHA 1 TEIh ARA 3R oW & grgol Aifecd &
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Arabia.

Wi el el wal of TR Sfeh wifge &
AT W ARG AT Al WERfa d o o
STET TS SIS WH-IH, -6 % YIS
3% SN 98 9Rd H UH G W Hl S HEA
wedl o fe WA df WRdE ', weg S %,
Gfg-fare, gmfa ok 9fs & R 09 e 9=

STlsT=1

T H 3o ifafled STUSl TSIl i TeE
% fau fafyerl w1 stavaehar ot agqd: e f%m
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ARG 1 freq o1 AreAw S st e e T

1835 . @ og fI1eIT oht WiIfd—9Rd o 1835 &,
% 9% US| e @1 oSt ¥ TER-UER g

23 T faemel &t TA9AT 1839 €. T hi
TR 1842 2 H AT W& agH 51 & | HiFSA
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o I 9Rd H feT-wER 'g

TS A a1, for8 IR o S3USt

fo1en =1 WET-u (HERTd) el

ST ol 9 1853 &, & g feud

% 98 9 ot yfgg B W U o

frfafeaa fawfel &1 m=i ofi-
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3R foeqa %A & faw =
% ®1 A AN wHA
wnfrg 3 W&, o9
WM HE: T S 9,
e Wl werEa &
fog W @en S[|

(iii) fan-wgfa qoia: enfies
qetoan R fuifa +t S

(iv) foerri &t wifg & foau
gl § 2T e @
|

(v) Toren o1 Aream ORAE A
IRt Tl H1 STHAR
foFan WU 39 YR, 9RdE
qwst w1 QU AW @l
S qT el TS AT %
fera = 51 ==l sue frem
Ft oft ggfad e @i
S

(vi) T&hd 9 sWal &1 foren &
foru afum Geeneti i s
@ S|

(vii ) Si-foren ® +ff wqfed ==
ERIES I

(viii) TR TR U Shierst

(xi) 3@ fen-ugfa & Sewm

A Teh HaTelsh Ue 3eh
frieer fgga R S
(x) Y% TEEE ° o=d
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Contrary to the popular perception that
Indian civilization has been largely concerned
with the affairs of the spirit and “after-life”,
India’s historical record suggests that some of the
greatest Indian minds were much more
concerned with developing philosophical
paradigms that were grounded in reality.

The premise that Indian philosophy is
founded solely on mysticism and renunciation
emanates from a colonial and orientalist world
view that seeks to obfuscate a rich tradition of
scientific thought and analysis in India.

Much of the evidence for how India’s ancient
logicians and scientists developed their theories
lies buried in polemical texts that are not normally
thought of as scientific texts. While some of the
treatises on mathematics, logic, grammar, and
medicine have survived as such-many
philosophical texts enunciating a rational and
scientific world view can only be constructed
from extended references found in philosophical
texts and commentaries by Buddhist and Jain
monks or Hindu scholars (usually Brahmins).

Although these documents are usually
considered to lie within the domain of religious
studies, it should be pointed out that many of
these are in the form of extended polemics that
are quite unlike the holy books of Christianity or
Islam. These texts attempt to debate the value of
the real-world versus the spiritual-world. They
attempt to counter the theories of the atheists and
other skeptics. But in their attempts to prove the
primacy of a mystical soul or “ Atman”-they often
go to great lengths in describing competing
rationalist and worldly philosophies rooted in a
more realistic and more scientific perception of

the world. Their extensive commentaries
illustrate the popular methods of debate, of
developing a hypothesis, of extending and
elaborating theory, of furnishing proofs and
counter-proofs.

It is also important to note that originally, the
Buddhist world view was an essentially atheistic
world view. The ancient Jains were agnostics, and
within the broad stream of Hinduism-there were
several heterodox currents that asserted a
predominantly atheistic view. In that sense, these
were not religions as we think of today since the
modern understanding of religion presumes faith
or belief in a super-natural entity.

That so many scholars from each of these
philosophical schools felt the imperative to prove
their extra-worldly theories using rationalist tools
of deductive and inductive logic suggests that
faith in a super-natural being could not have been
taken for granted. This is borne out by the
memoirs of Hieun Tsang (the Chinese chronicler
who traveled extensively in India during the
7th C. AD) who describes the merchants of
Benaras as being mostly “unbelievers”! He also
wrote of intense polemics and debates amongst
followers of different Buddhist sects.

Similiarly, there is other evidence that
suggests that amongst the intellectuals of ancient
India, atheism and skepticism must have been
very powerful currents that required repeated
and vigorous attempts at persuasion and change.
Nevertheless, over centuries, the intellectual
discords between the believers and non-believers
became more and more muted.

The advocates of mystic idealism prevailed
over the skeptics, so that eventually, (at the
popular level) each of these philosophies
functioned as traditional religions with their
pantheon of gods and goddesses enticing and
lulling most into an intellectual stupor. But at no
point were the advocates of “pure faith” ever
powerful enough to completely extinguish the
rationalist current that had so imbued Indian
philosophy.

Early Rationalist Schools

One of the most ancient of India’s rationalist
traditions is the “Lokayata”. Maligned and
discredited by the evangelicals of mystical
Buddhism and Vedantic Hinduism, their world
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view was sharply atheistic and
scientific for their time. Unlike
those who Dbelieved in
reincarnation or an after-life,
and in the indestructibility of
the human soul-they refused to
make artificial distinctions
between body and mind. They
saw the human mind as part
and parcel of the human body-
not as some separate entity that
could have an independent
existence from the human body.
They acknowledged nothing
but the material human body
and the material universe
around it. They rejected
sacrificial gifts and offerings for
the after-life as was common
amongst followers of
Brahmanical Hinduism during
the time of Medhatithi in A.D
900 (a commentator on the
writings of Manu who
acknowledges that the
Lokayatas were atheists or non-
believers.)

For instance, they ridiculed
the Brahmanical rituals of
animal sacrifice:

“If a beast slain in the Jyotistoma
rite itself goes to heaven, Why
then does not the sacrificer also
offer his father?”

“If beings in heaven are gratified
by our offerings made here, Then
why not give the food down below
to those who stand on the
housetop?”
“If offerings produce gratification
to beings who are dead, why make
provisions for travellers when
they start on a journey?”
“If he who departs from the body
goes to another world, How is it
that he comes not back again,
restless for love of his kindred?”
The Lokayatas dismissed
the Vedic priests and their
Vedic mantras as nothing but a
means of livelihood for those
lacking in genuine physical or

mental abilities. Instead, they
gave primacy to human sense-
perception, and through the
application of the inferential
process-they developed their
theories of how the world
worked.

One of the most notable
aspects of the Lokayata belief
system was their intuitive
understanding of dialectics in
nature. Many argued the mind-
body separation as follows:
Since the body is made up of
things lacking consciousness-
but the mind is a conscious
entity-mind and body must
necessarily be different-and
consciousness must imply the
existence of something else akin
to the “soul”. The Lokayatas
countered this by citing the
example of fermentation-how
an intoxicating drink could be
produced from something that
was not itself an intoxicant.

In essence they had
discovered the principle that
the whole was greater than the
sum of it’s parts. That physical
and chemical processes could
lead to dramatic changes in the
properties of the substances
combined. They were able to
understand how special
transformations could produce
new qualities that were not
evident in the constituent
elements of the newly-created
entity.

As keen observers of
nature, they were probably
amongst the first to understand
the nature of different plants
and herbs and their utility to
human well-being. As such, it
is likely that Indian medicine
gradually evolved from the
early scientific knowledge and
understanding  of  the
Lokayatas. Since the Lokayatas
believed that consciousness

emerged from the living human
body, and ended with it’s
death-it is more than likely that
the widely prevalent Indian
custom of cremating the dead
also originated amongst them.

This is not to say that the
Lokayatas” understanding of
the world was as elaborate and
precise as that provided by
today’s science. By the
standards of the 20th century,
some of their formulations
could be considered primitive
and inadequate. That is only to
be expected. Knowledge of
science  has  expanded
considerably since their times.
But what is more important is
that their world view was
driven by a rational and
scientific approach.

For instance, some later
philosophical schools
countered the Lokayata
arguments concerning mind-
body unity by bringing up the
evidence of memory. Nyaya-
Vaisesika philosophers like
Jayanta and Udayana pointed
out that the process of daily
eating meant that the human
body was constantly changing.
The process of ageing also
pointed to how the human
body was ever-changing. Yet,
an old person could remember
in detail an incident from
childhood. In other words-they
tried to argue that memory was
evidence of a human soul that
existed beyond the mere
physical body. Yet, we know
today that memory is but a
combination of proteins that
can survive the length of
human existence. There is both
continuity and change in
nature. The Lokayata world
view howsoever sketchy and
incomplete was not in
contradiction with modern
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science. If some of their
characterizations required later
revisions or refinement, or even
corrections, it didn’t take away
from their fundamentally
scientific approach. Their
inadequacies were a
consequence of incomplete
knowledge and the
understandable inability to see
all the complexities of nature
that we are now able (through
advanced scientific instruments
and centuries of accumulated
knowledge). Their errors did
not, however, stem from
stubborn faith or deliberate
rejection of reality and real-
world phenomenon.

In practice, (according to
some historians) India’s ancient
Tantric followers may have also
had a largely rational world
view, which sprang from a
practical mindset and was
impaired only by the limited
amount of scientific knowledge
available to humanity at that
time. Critics of the tantrics
dismissed them as sexually
obsessed hedonists. But they
failed to acknowledge that the
early tantrics had an intuitive
scientific streak and their
understanding of sexual
reproduction is probably what
may have also impelled them to
develop basic agricultural tools
and other implements. In that
sense, they were India’s early
technologists.

The Age of Science
and Reason

But even amongst those
Indian philosophers who
accepted the separation of mind
and body and argued for the
existence of the soul, there was
considerable dedication to the
scientific method and to
developing the principles of

deductive and inductive logic.

From 1000 B.C to the 4th C A.D
(also described as India’s
rationalistic period) treatises in
astronomy, mathematics, logic,
medicine and linguistics were
produced. The philosophers of
the Sankhya school, the Nyaya-
Vaisesika schools and early Jain
and Buddhist scholars made
substantial contributions to the
growth of science and learning.
Advances in the applied
sciences like metallurgy, textile
production and dyeing were
also made.

In particular, the rational
period produced some of the
most fascinating series of
debates on what constitutes the
“scientific method”: How does
one separate our sensory
perceptions from dreams and
hallucinations? When does an
observation of reality become
accepted as fact, and as
scientific truth? How should the
principles of inductive and
deductive logic be developed
and applied? How does one
evaluate a hypothesis for it’s
scientific merit? What is a valid
inference? What constitutes a
scientific proof?

These and other questions
were attacked with an
unexpected intellectual vigour.
As keen observers of nature and
the human body, India’s early
scientist/ philosophers studied
human sensory organs,
analyzed dreams, memory and
consciousness. The best of them
understood dialectics in nature-
they understood change, both
in quantitative and qualitative
terms- they even posited a
proto-type of the modern
atomic theory. It was this
rational foundation that led to
the flowering of Indian
civilization.

This is borne out by the
testaments of important Greek
scientists and philosophers of
that period. Pythagoras-the
Greek mathematician and
philosopher who lived in the
6th C B.C was familiar with the
Upanishads and learnt his basic
geometry from the Sulva
Sutras. (The famous Pythagoras
theorem is actually a
restatement of a result already
known and recorded by earlier
Indian mathematicians). Later,
Herodotus (father of Greek
history) was to write that the
Indians were the greatest nation
of the age. Megasthenes-who
travelled extensively through
India in the 4th C. B.C also left
extensive accounts that paint
India in highly favorable light
(for that period).

Intellectual contacts
between ancient Greece and
India were not insignificant.
Scientific exchanges between
Greece and India were
mutually beneficial and helped
in the development of the
sciences in both nations. By the
6th C. A.D, with the help of
ancient Greek and Indian texts,
and through their own
ingenuity, Indian astronomers
made significant discoveries
about planetary motion. An
Indian astronomer-Aryabhata,
was to become the first to
describe the earth as a sphere
that rotated on it's own axis. He
further postulated that it was
the earth that rotated around
the sun and correctly described
how solar and lunar eclipses
occurred. Because astronomy
required extremely compli-
cated mathematical equations,
ancient Indians also made
significant advances in
mathematics. Differential
equations-the basis of modern
calculus were in all likelihood
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an Indian invention (something
essential in modeling planetary
motions). Indian mathema-
ticians were also the first to
invent the concept of
abstract infinite numbers-
numbers that can only be
represented through abstract
mathematical formulations
such as infinite series-geometric
or arithmetic.

They also seemed to be
familiar with polynomial
equations (again essential in
advanced astronomy) and
were the inventors of the
modern numeral system
(referred to as the Arabic
numeral system in Europe).

The use of the decimal
system and the concept of zero
was essential in facilitating
large astronomical calculation
and allowed such 7th C mathe-
maticians as Brahmagupta to
estimate the earth’s
circumferance at about 23,000
miles-(not too far off from the
current calculation). It also
enabled Indian astronomers to
provide fairly accurate
longitudes of important places
in India.

The science of Ayurveda-
(the ancient Indian system of
healing) blossomed in this
period. Medical practitioners
took up the dissection of
corpses, practised surgery,
developed popular nutritional
guides, and wrote out codes for
medical procedures and patient
care and diagnosis. Chemical
processes associated with the
dying of textiles and extraction
of metals were studied and
documented. The wuse of
mordants (in dyeing) and
catalysts (in metal-extraction/
purification) was discovered.

The scientific ethos also had
it’s impact on the arts and

literature. Painting and
sculpture flourished even as
there were advances in social
infrastructure. Universities
were set up with dormitories
and meeting halls. In addition,
according to the Chinese
traveller, Hieun Tsang, roads
were built with well-marked
signposts. Shade trees were
planted. Inns and hospitals
dotted national highways so as
to facilitate travel and trade.

India’s rational age was
thus a period of tremendous
intellectual ferment and
vitality. It was a period of
scientific discovery and
technological innovation.
Accompanied by challenges to
caste discrimination and
rigidity =~ and  religious
obscurantism-it was also a
period of great social upheaval
that eventually led to society
becoming more democratic,
allowing greater social
interaction between members
of different castes and
expanding opportunities for
social mobility amongst the
population. Social ethics drew
considerable attention in this
period. Rules of engagement
during war were constructed so
as to eliminate non-military
casualties and destruction of
pasture-land, crop-land or
orchards. The notion of chivalry
in war was popularized-it
meant not attacking fleeing or
injured soldiers. It also required
warring armies to provide safe
passage to women, children, the
elderly and other non-
combatants.

The rational period thus
saw progress on several fronts.
Not only did it create an
enduring foundation for India’s
civilization to develop and
mature -it has also had it’s

impact on the growth of other
civilizations. In fact, India’s
rational period served as a vital
link in the long and varied chain
of human progress. Although
colonial history has attempted
to usurp this collective heritage
of the planet and make it
exclusively euro-centric, it is
important to note that
fundamental and important
discoveries in science and
innovations in technology have
come from many different parts
of the globe, albeit at different
times and stages of world
civilization. India made
significant contributions in this
regard. If India is to fully
recover from the depredations
of colonial rule, it is imperative
that we don’t forget the
achievements of this inspiring
epoch.
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Land Tenure in
Ancient India
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Ancient record show that land has been under
cultivation in India for more than 5,000 years. In
the beginning, tribes exercised control (especially
delimitation and defence) over the areas they had
taken possession of. This right of the conqueror
was the initial from of land right. The tribes
allotted to the individual families land for their
utilization, usually by means of shifting
cultivation.

The jungle which covered unlimited land,
although economically useless, led to another
form of land right, namely, the right of the first
clearer. Whoever cleared a plot in the jungle also
had the right to use this land. However, this
individual right of utilization was only valid as
long as the land was actually cultivated. As soon
as it was abandoned, the power of disposition
over it reverted to the tribe. The strenuous work
of clearing, the necessity of mutual help, small
scale defence measures, and the expansion of the
families led, in the course of time, to the formation
of villages which assumed the regulation of land
rights. Two different forms developed in time.

The village which had individual land rights
consisted of a group of families which had rights
to the land on the basis of having cleared it. The
claims of the families were limited to the cleared
land. The uncultivab land in the vicinity of the
village was jointly utilized, but no claims were
made to it. It belonged to the ruler who, in later
epochs, also granted permission to cultivate the
land.

In the case of villages which held land rights
jointly, the village community claimed the right
to all land within the village boundaries and
allotted it to individual families for utilization.
The administration was not carried out by a
village headman, but by the panchayat, a village

council in which the individual families had their
say.

Thus, at an early period already, there were
individual and joint land rights. But landed
property, as known in the West, did not exist at
all. The rights were a privilege granting
inheritable utilization rights and included social
obligations, especially taking consideration of the
village community’s interests.

Because of the need for defence, authority
concentrated in the course of time, and thus, a
state was formed with one ruler at its head. Costs
of governing were covered, at first, with gifts.
Soon, however, it became obligatory to deliver a
share of the grain yield-in other words-, a tax was
introduced. The king was thus only given a right
to a share of the yield, but to rights to the land
and its utilization. However, he was entitled to
all the uncultivated land that lay between the
villages.

It was necessary to establish an official
hierarchy to collect the taxes. The tax collectors
were remunerated by being given a share of the
collected taxes and a plot of crown land. This
"watan" land was free of tax, inheritable, and
transferrable, and represented a new form of land
rights, namely, land rights on account of the
government allotting land to government
officials.

In the course of time, the tasks of the central
government increased. In this huge country
where transport conditions were difficult,
possibilities of simplifying administration played
an important role. Therefore, the ruler allotted the
tax revenue from specific areas to people who had
to maintain troops in the provinces, make roads
passable, and keep the passes open. At first, the
transfer of the right to these taxes was valid only
for the time during which these tasks were carried
out. Even priests and favourites were provided
for in that way, at first for life, later on, all these
cessions became inheritable. This right to the land
on the basis of the transfer of the right to taxes
included taxes only, but not ownership of the land
as in the case of “‘watan’ lands.

In pre-Islamic times already, there had been
a diversification in the land rights. In addition to
the land claims of the village community and the
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farmers based on the right of
the conqueror and the first
clearer, the ruler’s claims to a
share of the yield and the
uncultivated land between the
villages were generally
recognized. In addition, the
right to collect taxes for certain
regions was transferred to
specific people and land rights
to officials. These were only
allotted crown land. The
traditional rights of the
cultivators remained unaltered.
The Moguls who conquered
India in the 12th century left the
land to the cultivators at first in
exchange for the usual taxes.
Often, former small rulers were
employed as tax collectors and
were given 10% of the collected
amount as remuneration for
their trouble. They were even
allowed to keep the land they
had held before and were
exempted from paying taxes.
They were strictly controlled to
prevent them from collecting
more taxes than was lawful.

Emperor Akbar (1556-1605)
implemented radical reforms.
He replaced the payment of
taxes in kind by a monetary tax
which was no longer fixed as a
share of the actual but rather of
the average yield. Thus, it was
not calculated according to the
yield, but according to the area
sown, and the cropping risk
was shifted to the cultivators. In
addition, the taxes were
increased to amount to half of
the average yield. Although this
resulted in evil times for the
rural population, the Moguls
did not make any claims to the
land itself after their conquest.
Tax administration was high
level; a land register was
introduced; and taxes were

levied according to criteria such
as quality of the soil, and so on.

After Aurangzeb’s death in
1707, the power of the central
government decreased rapidly,
and the control over the tax
revenues was lost. In order to
obtain revenues at all, tax
collectors” posts were leased to
the highest bidders in exchange
for fixed sums. On the basis of
their knowledge of the local
conditions, the tax collectors
were free to extort as much as
possible from the rural
population and keep for
themselves the difference
between the collected taxes and
the amount to be remitted.
These "assignees" were the first
intermediary step in the direct
tax relations between the
government and cultivators.

The transfer of tax

collection rights, known
already in pre-Mogul times, for
specific regions as

remuneration for services
rendered became so common
that, under Aurangzeb’s reign,
90% of all tax revenues fell to
such privileged parties, and
only 10% to the ruler. These
grants of land with the right to
collect taxes from it were also
conferred on favourites. The
conferment of such "jagir"
transferred all the rights the
government held, i.e., taxes,
claims to uncultivated land,
police power, etc., but no claims
to the cultivators’ land.
Whenever tax collectors became
landlords in the course of time,
this was due to their reclaiming
waste land or their confiscating
the land of people who owed
taxes.

Towards the end of the
Mogul era, a type of "right" to

land developed which was in
the hands of sometimes
parasitical rent collectors who
did not perform any work. But
this refers to the government’s
tax rights, not to a direct claim
to landed property, or land
utilization, on peasants’ land.
Their old saying “Taxes are the
king’s wealth, the land belongs
to me" was still valid.

Changes in Land
Tenure under British
Rule

India’s invasion by the
British brought about, in the
course of time, a complete
transformation in the country’s
land tenure system. The East
India Company experienced
difficulty in its trading because
the sale of British goods in India
was insignificant. On the other
hand, the exportation of gold
and silver from England to pay
for Indian goods was soon
prohibited. The company found
a solution by securing money
from India to pay for Indian
goods.

It collected taxes for the
Indian rulers which, in the
beginning, brought revenues of
only 10% of the levied taxes,
but, since the control over the
amount of levied taxes became
lax at the end of the Mogul
period, its revenues increased.
In addition, they were assigned
areas as "jagir:® The decisive
breakthrough came when, in
1765, the office of ‘dewan’ for
Bengal, Orissa, and Bihar,
namely the financial
sovereignty for these areas, was
assigned to the Company with
the concession for levying taxes
in exchange for a global sum of
Rs.2.6 million per annum.
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After some time of
experimentation, in 1793,
Cornwallis’ Permanent
Settlement brought a final
regulation of the procedure for
levying taxes, which led to
decisive changes in land tenure.
The British did as if all the land
belonged to the state and was
thus at their disposal. They
registered the local tax
collectors, who were called
zamindars, as owners of the
land in their district.

These zamindars had to
collect and deliver the taxes; the
amount was fixed at the
beginning and remained the
same permanently. To give
them an incentive, they were
free to decide how much to
demand from the cultivators.
On the other hand, the fixed
lump tax sum was an incentive
to put more land under
cultivation and, thus, have
more tax-payers in one region.
In order to do so, one could not
bleed the individual farmers
too much.

The right to the land
conferred on the zamindars was
alienable, rentable, and
heritable. This meant the
introduction of a complete
novelty, in India. The privilege
of utilizing land had become a
saleable good. Those who had
been cultivators until then
obtained the status of
‘occupancy tenants.” These
occupancy rights were heritable
and transferrable and were not
tampered with as long as the
holders paid their taxes. In
contrast to these, the tenants
who cultivated land owned by
the tax collectors were”” tenants

at will’, i.e., they could be
evicted.

In the beginning, there were
hardly any problems. The
scarcity of cultivators
prevented the zamindars from
demanding too high taxes.
They were interested in
attracting people to cultivate
the land and, thus, to increase
the number of tax payers in
order to increase the difference
between the revenues and the
fixed amount that had to be
remitted.

The detrimental
consequences of recognizing
the tax collectors as landlords
and of introducing the legal
institution of saleable private
landed property first became
evident as, later, considerable
changes occurred in India in the
demographic and economic
situation. The industrial
revolution in England, namely,
brought about a change in the
British policy in India. The
objective was no longer to
import from India, but to sell
English products in India. Since
the textile industry played an
important role at the beginning
of industrialization in England,
very large amounts of cheap
products manufactured by
mechanical looms were
exported to India and this soon
led to a collapse in the textile
home industry in India. A large
number of weavers became
unemployed.

In order to secure a basis of
existence, they migrated to the
rural areas and tried to lease
land they could farm. The scope
of this migration-Dacca’s
inhabitants alone decreased
from 150,000 to 20,000 between
1824 and 1837-caused pressure

on the rural areas and brought
about a complete change in the
relationships between
zamindars and tenants. The
monopoly of controlling the
means to secure livelihood
shifted power unilaterally into
the hands of the zamindars who
were able to extort more and
more taxes as the demand for
land increased. This led to
indebtedness and often to the
loss of occupancy rights and
relegation to tenants at will.
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Rise of Urban
Economy, Trade

and Commerce in
Medieval India
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The available evidence suggest that the urban
economy on the eve of the Ghorid conquest waq
on a low ebb. The towns were fewer in number
and smaller in size in the centuries preceding the
establish’'ment of the Delhi Sultanate.
D.D.Kosambi shows that even the capital was a
camp city on the move. The higher ruling class
wandered from place to place along with the
army while the lower ruling class was almost
completely ruralized. This view of urban decline
has been supported by R.S. Sharma who has
cqnvincingly reasserted his theory of urban decay
with the help of enormous archaeological data
painstakingly collected.

This theory of decay of towns is further
corroborated by the evidence of sluggish trade:
The near complete disappearance of gold and
silver currencies and the almost total absence of
foreign coins in the Indian coin-hoards of the
period are indicators that the foreign trade was
at a very low scale. Moreover, the fact that not
even the coins of various regional dynasties are
found in the coin-hoards of other regions,
suggests that inland commerce was not
widespread. All this scenario changed almost
immediately with the establishment of the Delhi
Sultanate. The archaeological and numismatic
evidence corroborate the literary evidence of
growth of towns and increase in commerce.

Growth of Towns

Before discussing the evidence of increase in
number and size of towns, we must first
understand what we mean by town. There are
two simple definitions of a town : (a) the usual
modern definition of a settlement of 500 or above,

and (b) a settlement where an overwhelming
majority of population (say above 70%) is
engaged in occupations other than agriculture.

Economy of Delhi Sultanate

While the archaeological evidence available
for earlier period is not forthcoming from the
13th-14th centuries owing to the much less
attention paid to medieval archaeology, the
literary dvidences testify growth of urbari
centres. Lahore was a big town but decayed after
the Motlgol invasion in the 13th century.
However, in the 14th century it flourished again.
While not even a guesstimate of the population
of any town is available in our sources there are
reliable indications to assume that at least some
of these were cities big enough by contemporary
standards. Ibn Battuta, who visited Delhi in 1330,.
deseribes it as of enormous extent and
population, the largest city in the Islamic East in
spite of the fact that Mohammad Tughluq had
shifted much of its population to Daulatabad. He
describes the latter too, as large enough to rival
Delhi in size. Some new towns were established
during the period, such as Jhain (Chhain) in
Eastern Rajasthan that was named ‘Shahr Nau’
during Alauddin Khalji's reign (1296-1316).

Factors for Urban Expansion

Five strength of the invader, of course, lay in
combination and not in dispersal in an unfamiliar
land and, thus, in initial stages, it was but natural
for the members of the ruling class to prefer to
stay at their iqta headquarters along with their
cavalry. These iqta headquarters having the
concentration of cavalry, its hangers-on and the
retinue and household of the rnuqti thus emerged
in the early phase as camp cities.

Most of the 13th century towns are infact
defined as iqta headquarters in our sources; for
example, Hansi, Kara, Anhilwara, etc. These
towns were to be fed and provided for. In the
beginning, the troops had to go for realising khar
& j/mal by plundering the surrounding villages;
but gradually by the 14th century, as pointed out
by Moreland, cash nexus developed. The revenue
was realised in cash from the peasants who were
thus forced to sell their produce at the side of the
field. The merchants catered to the needs of towns
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giving risk to what we will
discuss below as-induced
trade’.

The ruling class coming
from a different cultural milieu
had needs of leisure and
comforts of a different type;
they wanted songs in Persian
and dances of a different style,
books, silk to wear and arcuate
light architecture (not he stone
edifices). Out of the resources
that were indeed enormous by
contemporary standards at its
command, the new rulers
naturally. Wanted to get
luxuries and comforts of their
taste which encouraged
immigration from Islamic
culture area. These immigrants
were not only soldiers, but
craftsman, artisans, singers,
musicians, dancers, poets,
physicians, astrologers and
servicemen as described by
Isami.

Urban Manufactures

It seems that the urban craft
production received a twofold
impetus with the establishment
of the Delhi sultanate. First, the
Sultanate ruling class remained
town-centred and spent the
enormous  resources it
appropriated in the form of
land revenue mainly in towns,
either on buying services or
procuring manufacturers. Even
the money spent on the service
sector partly went to help the
urban craft sector through
multiplier effect. While the
nobility created demand for
high-priced skill-intensive
luxury items, its hangers-on in
all likelihood created a mass
market for ordinary artisanal

product.

The second factor that
contributed to urban
manufacturers was the

introduction of a number of
technological devices that
reached India with the
invaders. (You will learn, about
them in detail in the next Unit).
In the luxury sector, silk
weaving expanded and carpet-
weaving came from Persia. The
other notable urban
manufacture was paper
making. Perhaps a major sector
of urban employment was
building industry. Barani says
that Alauddin Khalji employed
7b,000 craftsmen for his
buildings. One may well be
justified in saying that there
was considerably more
masonary per acre of occupied
space in the towns of 1400 than
in those of 1200.

Organization of
Production

It is indeed important to
know how production was
organized. Whether the town
artisans carried out production
under the ‘domestic system’,
that is, they owned their tools,
raw material and the end
product and also sold their
product themselves; in other
words, whether they were self
employed or while tools were
their own and they worked at
their homes, raw material was
provided to them by the
merchants, that is whether they
worked under the ‘putting-out
system’. The contemporary
sources shed little light on these
aspects. One can, however,
legitimately assume that since
the tools of production even
after the introduction of new
devices were still simple and
mainly of wood and little of
iron should have remained
cheap. The artisan wish thus
master of his own tools, though
varied forms of labour
organization seem to be

prevalent. Certain artisans
hawked or hired out their
services such as cotton-card &
who with a bow-string on his
shoulder, went door to door
selling his services as is evident
from the account given in
Khair-ul Majalis. Spinning was
done usually by women staying
at their homes.

The weavers too usually
worked at their own looms at
home weaving’ cloth for sale,
out of the yam bought or spun
by the plosives. They also
worked on wages to weave
yarn supplied to them by

customers.

But if the raw material was
expensive such as silk or gold
of silver thread, etc. and the
products were luxury items, the
craftsmen were to work in
karkhanas under supervision.
We have definite information
about the Sultans and high
nobles maintaining these
karkhanas where the
production was to cater to their
own needs and contrary to
D.D.Kosambi’s assumption was
not for market. Shahabuddin al
Umari records in his Masalik-
ul Absar that in Mohammad
Tughluq’s karkhanas at Delhi,
four thousand silk workers
worked as embroiderers.
According to Afif, Feroz
Tughluq’s karkhanas produced
cloth and carpets in a big way.
While there is no suggestion in
our sources, we may only
conjecture that perhaps
merchants also maintained
karkhanas where production
was for sale.

Trade And Commerce
We have seen that there
emerged some considerably big
flourishing towns as well as
numerous townships during
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the 13-14th centuries. These
towns naturally needed to be
fed and supplied raw material
for craft production.

At the same tinye, there was
growing practice of lad revenue
realization in cash. By the time
of Alauddin Khalji, the cash-
nexus came to be well
developed and the-ruling class
tended to claim almost the
entire peasant suhlus by
attempting to reduce the share
of rural intermediaries, as we
have seen in the previous Unit.

Both these factors were
conducive to the development
of inland trade. To pay the land
revenue in cash, the peasantry
was forced to sell its surplus
produce while merchants had a
market in newly emerged
towns for agricultural products.
This trade resulting from the
compulsions of land revenue
system is termed as ‘induced
trade’

Inland Trade

The inland trade developed
at two levels : (a) the short
distance village-town trade in
commodities of bulk, and (b)
long distance inter-town trade
in high value goods. The
village-town trade, as already
explained, was a natural
consequence of the emergence
of towns of land revenue in
cash. The urban centres were
dependent for supply of food
gardens and raw material for
manufactures from the
surrounding villages whereas
the villages had to sell the
agricultural products to receive
cash for meeting the land
revenue demand. The peculiar
nature of this trade was the one-
way flow of commodities.
While the towns received grains
and raw material from the

villages in the vicinity they had
no need to send their products
in” exchange to the villages
which were by and large self-
sufficient. This one-way trade
was owing to the land revenue
demand imposed upon villages
which naturally led to a
continuous drain on rural sector
and made the towns dependent
on villages.

The turnover of this trade
was high in terms of volume but
was low in terms of value. The
commodities were food grains,
that is wheat, rice gram, sugar
cane, etc.

The inter-town trade was
mainly in luxury articles and
was thus high value trade. The
manufactures of One town
were taken to another : for
example Barani reports that
Delhi, the capita] itself, received
distilled wines from Kol
(Aligarh) and Meerut Muslin
(fine cloth) from Devagiri and
striped cloth from Lakhnauti
(Bengal) while, according to Ibn
Battota, ordinary cloth came
from Awadh and betel-leaf
from Malwa (twenty-four d!ays
journey from Delhi). Candy
sugar was supplied to Multan
from Delhi and Laholie and ghi
from Sirsa (in Haryana)., The
long distance inter-town trade
also carried goods coming from
other countries exit-points.

Foreign Trade :
Seaborne and
Overland

During the Sultanate

period, overland and overseas
trade were in a flourishing state.

Seaborne Trade

The Khalji annexation of
Gujarat must have enlarged
trade religions between the
Delhi Sultanate and the Persian

Gulf and the Red Sea Gujarat
was connected with the Persian
Gulf as well as the Red Sea.

Hormuz and Basra were the
chief ports for the ships passing
through the Persian Gulf, while
the ports of Aden, Mocha and
Jedda along the Red Sea were
important for Gujarat.

Through these ports,
commodities moved on to
Damascus and Aleppo, on the
one hand, and Alexandria on
the other. Aleppo and
Alexandria opened upto the
Mediterranean Sea with
linkages to Europe.
Merchandise of Gujarat were
also carried towards the East-
the port of Malacca situated at
the Malacca straits and Bantam
and Achin in the Indonesian
archipelago.

A European traveller Tome
Pires, who came to India in the
first decade of the 16th century,
comments on the trade of
Cambay as follows : “Cambay
chiefly stretches out two arms :
with her right arm she reaches
out towards Aden, with the
other towards Malacca....”
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Jagirdari System
Crisis in Mughal
Period

Dr. Narayan Das

Principal, JS College, Chandauli, Sitamarhi

The Mughal Empire held sway over a large
part of India for nearly three centuries, but
acrostic decline in its power and prestige came
about by the first half of the eighteenth century.
Not only did the political boundaries of the
Empire shrink, the decline also saw the collapse
of the administrative structure so assiduously
built by rulers like Akbar and Shah Jahan. In the
wake of the collapse of the Mughal power a
number of Independent principalities emerged in
all parts of the Empire.

However, the processes of the decline and the
emergence of regional polities have been intensely
debated among historians. It has also been a
subject on which scholarly opinion is more
sharply divided than on any other aspect of
Mughal history.

The historiographical perspective on the
Mughal decline can be divided into two broad
sections. First, the Mughal-centric approach, i.e.,
historians attempt to identify the causes of the
decline within the structure and functioning of
the Empire itself.

Secondly, the region-centric approach where
the perspective goes out of the precincts of the
Empire into the regions to look for the causes of
turmoil or instability in different parts of the
Empire.

Empire-Centric Approach

The Empire-centric approach for explaining
Mughal decline has progressed through different
stages. Initially, theories focused on the individual
learned their policies. William Irvine and
Jadunath Sarkar wrote the first detailed histories
of this period (W. Irvine, The Later Moghuls,
reprint, New Delhi, 1971; Jadunath Sarkar, The

Fall of Mughal Empire, I. Calcutta, 1938; History
of Aurangzeb, I-V, Calcutta 1912, 1916, 1919 and
1924). They attributed the decline to a
deterioration in the characters of the Emperon and
their nobles. Sarkar had analysed the
developments of this period in the context of law
and order. According to Sarkar, Aurangzeb was
a religious fanatic. He discriminated against
sections of the,nobles and officials on the basis of
religion. This led to widescale resentment among
the nobility. He argued that Aurangzeb’s
successors and their nobles were mere shadows
of their predecessors and were thus unable to set
right the evils of Aurangeb’s legacy.

Jagirdari Crisis

In 1959 the publication of Satish Chandra’s
Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court. 170740
(Delbi, 1982, 3rd edition) marked the first serious
attempt to study the structure of the Mughal
Empire. Both its functioning and its plans were
examined to understand the nature of the Empire
and the masons for its subsequent decline. Satish
Chandra studied the working of certain key
institutions of the Empire. The two institutions
he scrutinised were mansabdari and the jagirdari.

The nobles in the Mughal Empire were the
core state officials. They were given ranks
corresponding to their status in the Mughal
official hierarchy. These ranks were called
Mansab. Each holder of a Mansab, called
mansabdar, was paid in assignments of land
revenue (Jagir). Among the various obligations,
the mansabdar had to maintain a requisite
contingent of troopers.” These troopers were paid
and maintained out of the revenue of the Jagir.
They formed the base of the mansabdar’s power,
and assisted him in the collection of land revenue.
Availability of the revenues to be assigned and
the ability of the Mughals to collect them thus
became two crucial pre-requisites for an effective
working of the system. According to Chandra,
Mughal decline has to be seen in the Mughal
failure, towards the end of Aurangzeb’s reign, to
maintain the system of the mansabdar-jagirdar.
As this system went into disarray, the Empire was
bound to collapse.

Athar Ali’s work on nobility and their politics
in the late seventeenth century appeared in 1966
(M. Athar Ali, The Mughal Nobility under
Aurangzeb, Bombay, 1966 reprint, 1970). In this
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work the problems attending
the annexation of the Deccan
states, the absorption of the
Marathas and Deccanis into the
Mughal nobility, and the
subsequent shortage of Jagir
have been emphasized. The
sudden increase in the number
of nobles, caused due to the
expansion of the Empire into
the Deccan and Maratha
territory, created a crisis in the
functioning of the Jagir system.
According to Athar Ali, the
nobks competed for better jagh,
which were increasingly
beconsng rare due to the influx
of nobles from the south. The
logical consequence was the
erosion in the political structure
which was based onjaglrdari to
a large extent.

In an important paper
publishe& in 1969, S. Nurul
Hassan puts forward the
argument that the agtsrian
nations as they developed
during the Mughal rule gave
rise to an authority structure
which worked like a pyramid.
In this form the rights of various
kinds came to be superimposed
upon each other. As a result
bulk at the revenue demand of
the state was transferred on to
the cultivators. In the
eighteenth century, with the
decline of the Mughal
authority, and with pressure on
Jagirs agricultural economy
began to face a crisis.

The zemindars as a class,
were quite loyal to the state. But
in the kind of agrarian situation
that obtained in the Mughal
empire, conflict between them
and the state as also among
themselves could not be
checked. This often resulted in
law and order problems and
decimated the authority of the

Aurangzeb and weakening of
the imperial authority this
equilibrium got distrirbed. The
zemindars in this situation
could be contained only by a
group which would he
independent of the support of
the zemindars. Since such a
class had not emerged by this
time, the pattern of agrarian
relations could not be changed.
The cripple of the system
became inevitable.

Agrarian Crisis

After the pioneering” work
of Satish Chandra, historians
continued to address
themselves to various aspect of
the functioning, of the Empire
in order to identify the reason
for its political collapse.

The focus had evidently
shifted from personalities and
policies of individual rulers to
larger and broader
developments that were
weakening the very structure
on which the Mugbal edifice
had been built. Irfan Habib
attempted an in-depth analysis
of the collapse of the Empire in
his seminal work. (The
Agrarian System of Mughal
India, New Delhi 1963.)
According to Habib, the
mechanism of collection of
revenue that the Mughals had
evolved was inherently flawed.
The imperial policy was to set
the revenue at the bighesr rate
possible to secure the greatest
militery strength for the
Empire, the nobles.

On the other band, tended
to squeeze the maximum from
their Jagirs, even if it ruined the
peasantry and destroyed the
revenue paying capacity of the
area. Since, the nobles’ Jagirs
were liable to be transferred

necessary to follow a far-
sighted policy of agricultural
development. As the burden on
the peasantry increased, they
were often deprived of their
very means of survival. In
reaction to this excessive
exploitation of the peasantry,
the latter had no option but to
protest. The forms of rural
protest in Medieval India were
varied in nature.

In many areas the peasants
took to flight. Entire villages
were left deserted due to the
large scale migration of
peasants to the towns or other
villages. Very often the
peasants protested against the
state by refusing to pay the
revenue and were up in arms
against the Mugbals. Habib
argued that these peasant
protests weakened the political
and social fabric of the Empire.
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Role of Mahatma
Gandhi in
Freedom Struggle

Dr. Shailesh Kumar Dubey

BRA Bihar University, Muzaffarpur

One of the greatest men in the history of India
is unarguably Mahatma Gandhi. The way he gave
shape and character to India’s freedom struggle
is worthy of a standing ovation. He sacrificed his
own life for the sake of his country. The respect
that he earned for himself despite leading a simple
lifestyle is much appreciable. Mahatma Gandhi
played a pivotal role in the freedom struggle of
India. His non violent ways and peaceful methods
were the foundation for gaining independence
from the British. Read about Mahatma Gandhi’s
role in freedom struggle of India.

Mahatma Gandhi was born Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi on 2nd October at
Porbandar located in Gujarat. He went off to
South Africa after marriage and worked as
barrister there for twenty years. In South Africa,
he had his first brush with apartheid. Once while
he was travelling in a train, he was thrown out of
the first class compartment despite having a
ticket. This made him swear that he would do his
best to erase apartheid from the face of his world.
He went back to India only to find that his own
country was being ruled by the British and his
fellow citizens were being treated harshly by the
British.

Like other great men in history, Gandhi took
his time to grow and develop his techniques to
ensure that his actions made an impact. His faith
in different religions was commendable. His
listened to the teachings of Christianity with the
same belief and faith he read the Hindu scriptures
with. He was brutally honest and truthful and
this helped him throughout his life. Some of the
major movements and freedom struggles led by
him are discussed below.

Non Cooperation Movement

One of the first series of non violent protests
nationwide was the non cooperation movement
started by Mahatma Gandhi. This movement
officially started the Gandhian era in India. In this
freedom struggle, the non cooperation movement
was basically aimed at making the Indians aware
of the fact that the British government can be
opposed and if done actively, it will keep a check
on them.

Thus, educational institutions were
boycotted, foreign goods were boycotted, and
people let go off their nominated seats in
government institutions. Though the movement
failed, Indians awakened to the concept of going
against the British.

Civil Disobedience Movement

Gandhi again took off with another non
violent movement known as the civil
disobedience movement. This movement was
more active than the non cooperation movement
and brought about a revolution of sorts. This
movement aimed at bringing the British
administration to a stop by withdrawing support
from everything. There was agitation against land
revenue, abolition of salt tax, cutting down
military expenditure, levying duty on foreign
cloth, etc. A very important movement was that
of Salt Satyagraha where Gandhi undertook the
Dandi march as a protest against the Salt tax.

Quit India Movement

The Quit India Movement was launched
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi in
August 1942. The main aim for launching this
movement was to bring the British to negotiate
with the Indian leaders. It was a call for
immediate independence of India and the slogan
of “Do or Die” was adopted for the same.

However the leaders were arrested soon after
Gandhi’s speech and were put in jail by British
officials. Gandhi went on a fast for 21 days
demanding the release of the leaders despite his
failing health. The British had to secure the release
of the leaders.

India Independence

After the Quit India Movement the freedom
struggle got even more intense and passionate.
Entire India was united together in the movement
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for freedom. Everyone
contributed what they could in
the freedom struggle. The cry of
Purna Swaraj or complete
independence was raised. After
much sacrifices and efforts,
India gained its independence
on the 15th August, 1947.

Gandhiji’s Popular

Appeal
Indian  political and
spiritual leader, called

Mahatma (“Great Soul”).
Gandhi helped India’s struggle
for independence from Britain
through a campaign based on
nonviolence  and  civil
disobedience. His doctrine of
nonviolent action had a
profound influence on Martin
Luther King Jr., the leader of the
civil rights movement in the
U.S, and Nelson Mandela, the
most prominent figure of the
black opposition to apartheid in
South Africa. However, Gandhi
never received the Nobel Peace
Prize.

“Nonviolence and truth
(Satya) are inseparable and
presupposes one another. There
is no god higher than truth.”

Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was born in
Poorbandar, Kathiawar, on the
western coast of India. For
several generations, the Gadhi’s
had been Prime Ministers in
several Kathiawald States.
Karamchand Gandhi, his father
was the chief minister of
Porbandar and a member of the
Rajasthanik Court. He married
four times. Putlibai, his last wife
and Gandhi’s mother, was a
deeply religious Hindu. When
Gandhi was sixteen, his father
died-four years later he lost his
mother. “The outstanding
impression my mother has left
on my memory is that of

saintliness,” Gandhi later wrote
in his book of memoir, An
Autobiography: The Story of My
Experiments With Truth (1927-
29).

Gandhi was married at the
age of 13, as was not unusual
by the custom. His bride,
Kasturba, also was 13. She was
the only daughter of rich
merchants. Kastur Kapadian
and Gandhi had four sons; their
first child was born in 1885, but
died after a few days. Kasturbai
could not read or write and
Gandhi’s attempts to teach her
were fruitless. Although she
often had to submit to her
husband’s decisions, she also
had a will of her own. The
marriage endured until her
death in 1944.

In 1888 Gandhi went to
London to study law, leaving
his wife for three years. In the
new surrounding he began
experiments with diet that
continued throughout his
lifetime. After he was called to
the bar at Inner Temple, he
returned home to practice as a
barrister in Bombay. Unable to
find a suitable post, Gandhi
moved to South Africa in 1893.
During his journey to Pretoria
he had a firsthand experience
with racist degradation, a most
crucial experience in his
formative years. Gandhi
worked for Dada Abdullah &
Co and the Indian community.
Kasturba had again waited with
the children in India, but in 1897
she joined her husband in
Durban. Gandhi gained fame as
a tenacious political
campaigner, who courageously
opposed the Transvaal
government’s discriminatory
legislation against Indian
settlers. His ideological basis
was much derived from the

liberal-humanist values he had
absorbed in England,
exemplified in the works of
Ruskin, Thoreau, and Emerson.

Gandhi remained in South
Africa for 20 years and
developed a system of
nonviolent defiance. For his
services during the Boer War
(1899-1902) Gandhi was
awarded the War Medal. After
the birth of their fourth son,
Gandhi suggested to his wife
that they sleep in separate beds.
Gandhi’s one-sided decision
and sexual abstinence caused
Kasturba for a long time much
stress. In search for spiritual
development Gandhi studied
the Bible, the Koran, and
memorized the Bhagavad Gita.
Also Leo Tolstoy influenced
him deeply. Gandhi saw that
his methods were in harmony
with Hindu doctrines of ahimsa
and that “the strongest physical
force bends before moral force
when it is used in the defence
of truth.” In his middle thirties,
Gandhi took the vow of
bramahcharya, which means not
only complete chastity but the
elimination of sexual desire. To
test his self-control Gandhi slept
naked with young women.

In 1914 Gandhi returned
permanently to India. His most
prominent adversary, Gen. Jan
Smuts, wrote to a friend
reliefed: “The saint has left our
shores, I hope, forever.” Gandhi
became a highly influential
figure in the National Congress,
transforming it into an
instrument of change.
Following the massacre at
Amritsar in 1919, in which
British soldiers killed hundreds
of Indians, Gandhi launched a
policy of nonviolent non-co-
operation to secure swaraj
(independence) from Britain.
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This process made Gandhi a
gurulike figure. Resistance
methods included strikes,
refusal to pay taxes,
abandonment of western for
Indian dress, and refusal to
respect colonial law. “One step
enough for me,” Gandhi often
said without planning his
actions far ahead.

Gandhi himself adopted a
simple, ascetic way of life,
dressing only in a loincloth of
handwoven cloth and sandals.
He was jailed several times and
went on hunger strikes to focus
attention on his cause. When
communal riots started on
India’s northwest frontier in
1924, Gandhi undertook a 21-
day purificatory fast. After he
had walked some 200 miles on
foot to the sea to collect salt
illegally, the Viceroy started to
relieve the punitive salt taxes
and the government monopoly.

In 1936 Gandhi moved his
headquarters from Sabarmati to
Sevagram, a village near
Wardha, which became a centre
to test his ideas. His eldest son
Harilal turned into Islam in
1936 and changed his name to
Abdullah Gandhi. During
World War Il Gandhi’s struggle
for India’s independence and
satyagraha (defence of and by
truth) became a threat to the
war effort of the Allies. Gandhi
argued that India should
remain passive and neutral in
the world conflict. On May 10,
1942, Gandhi wrote in his
newspaper: “The presence of
the British in India is an
invitation to Japan to invade
India. Their withdrawal would
remove the bait. Assume
however that it does not, Free
India would be better able to
cope with invasion.

Unadulterated non-co-
operation would then have full
sway.” Gandhi was arrested
with Nehru and other Congress
leaders, and interned in Aga
Khan's Palace at Poona. At the
age of 73, Gandhi began another
fast. Winston Churchill,
Britain’s prime minister, who
had earlier called Gandhi a
“seditious fakir”, suspected that
Gandhi was fed glucose
whenever he drank water: “
and this, as well as his intense
vitality and lifelong austerity,
enabled this frail being to
maintain his prolonged
abstention from any visible
form of food.
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Press and Politics
in British India

Mukul Kumar Sharma

Research Scholar, Dept. of History
JP University, Chapra

Press and Politics information media in print
popularly known as press is generally credited
with having unseen power to mould public
opinion. There is no historical evidence that the
press as such existed before the east India
company rule in the subcontinent, except for the
mention of ‘wagiah-navis’ who primarily acted as
an official news recorder and secret informer of
the Mughal rulers. Reports have it that one British
settler (William Bolts) dared to venture to bring
out a paper covering the internal contradictions
of the company activities in or about 1768, but he
was soon forced to leave India. In 1780, James
Augustus Hicky brought out the Bengal Gazette
or Calcutta General Advertiser, a two-sheet weekly,
ostensibly for the British residents. The paper was
soon confiscated for its critical reporting
onwarren hastings, his wife and the English
judges. The editor of the Bengal Journal, William
Duane, also suffered a forcible deportation for his
‘licentiousness’ in reporting. In 1799, lord
wellesley introduced the press censorship in
Bengal in the aftermath of developments leading
to the deportation of Dr. Charles Maclean for his
anti-establishment reporting in Bengal Harkara of
which Dr. Maclean was the printer.

Ganga Kishore Bhattacharya, a teacher and
reformist, started the first Bangla weekly Bengal
Gazette in early 1818 assisted by Raja Rammohan
Roy. Thereafter, in April 1818, the Baptist
missionaries published the Bangla monthly Dig-
darshan from Serampore. Samacher Darpan was
published on 23 May 1818, a week after the release
of Bengal Gazette. James Silk Buckingham, a British
citizen, in his Calcutta Journal introduced honesty
and decency in contemporary English journalism
in India. Raja Rammohan set up Sambad Kaumudi
in Bangla, Brahminical Magazine in English and
the Mirat-ul-Akbar in Persian and united with both

the Indian and European editors to force Lord
william bentinck to liberalise the existing press
laws.

Governor general John Adam introduced in
1823 the system of obtaining a license for printing
in pursuance of the Bengal Resolutions issued in
the same year, but Sir charles t metcalfe repealed
the Regulations of 1823 and passed the Act of 1835
under which the editor, printer and publisher
were to give only a declaration about the place of
the publication. When in 1835 English replaced
Persian as court language, the Jnananneshan
protested and pleaded for use of Bangla instead.
The weekly Rangpur Bartabaha in 1847 propagated
progressive views and started writing against
local officials. Lord ellenborough therefore
restrained the officials from disclosing any official
secrets.

Wahabi rising, rise of titu mir, faraizi
movement, the santal rebellion of 1850s and the
1857 sepoy revolt were indicative of simmering
discontent in India. The newspapers, instead of
sympathizing with these, warned the government
of the impending danger. But when the Sepoy
Revolt broke out the newspapers, especially the
Urdu press, were blamed for it. The Persian
papers the Durbin, the Sultan-ul-Akhbar and the
Hindu Patriot of Calcutta published the famous
proclamation of the last Mughal emperor
Bahadur Shah asking the nation to prepare for a
revolution. The Samachar Sudhabarshan, a
bilingual daily in Bangla and Hindi from Calcutta,
printed news and views about the progress of
revolt and the atrocities of the British army, which
prompted lord canning to reintroduce in 1857 the
restrictive provisions of the Bengal Resolutions
of 1823 to regulate the press and to restrain the
circulation of printed books and papers. The
Friend of India and the Dacca News, renamed later
as the Bengal Times, were warned and the Rangpur
Bartabaha was closed. The law was however
withdrawn in 1858.

Ishwar chandra vidyasagar launched in 1858
a Bangla weekly Som Prakash. In 1859 the first
printing press under the signboard ‘Banglajantra’
was set up in Dhaka from where the Dacca Prokash
was published in 1861. The same year The John
Bull in the East (later renamed as The Englishman)
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became  the  powerful
spokesman of the Europeans
and of the interest of planters
in India. In 1865, The Pioneer at
Allahabad earned repute for
exclusive news. In 1868, the
Ghosh brothers launched
Amrita Bazar Patrika from a
small village of Pulua-Magura
in Jessore as a Bangla weekly
(later shifted to Calcutta). In
1875, Robert Knight founded
The Statesman. In 1879,
surendranath banerjea
purchased the ownership of
Bengali to make it more
popular. In 1881 Jogendra Nath
Bose launched the widely
circulated Bangabashi. The
Bangla drama Neel-Darpan by
Dinabandhu Mitra, published
in 1872, depicted the tyranny of
the European indigo planters.
The government reacted
sharply by enacting in 1876 the
dramatic performance act to
protect the interests of the
planters. The Amrita Bazar
Patrika (Jessore) including some
other local press also took up
the cause of the indigo
cultivators.

The Indian National
Congress (INC) was born in
1885. The Statesman and Friend
of India and the Amrita Bazar
Patrika lent their weight to the
cause of the INC. The Anglo-
Indian press, especially the
Pioneer, discouraged the
Muslims joining the Congress.
S.N. Banerjee, the pillar of the
Congress and the editor of the
Bengali, solicited the
cooperation of the Muslims of
Bengal, but there was no
response. Syed Ameer Ali of
Bengal kept silent. Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan, in Lucknow,
warned that a representative
government proposed by the

Congress would bode evil for
the Muslims. The Pioneer
published Sir Syed’s Lucknow
speech. The Aligarh Institute
Gazette implored the Congress
to drop its claim of representing
the nation. The Englishman
identified Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan, Nawab Abdul Luteef
and Syed Ameer Ali as the true
leaders of the Muslims.

Meanwhile the Viceroy
Lord Dufferin dubbed the
Congress as a ‘“microscopic
minority’. The Bangabashi,
unhappy at the taunt, the New
India and the Amrita Bazar
Patrika, the two pro-Congress
papers, exhorted the party to
avoid the nuisance of persistent
begging for reforms. Dufferin’s
comments drew  more
‘sympathy” and support for the
Congress even from the
Muslims in the absence of any
other political platform. The
government perceived this shift
and Syed Ameer Ali was
appointed a judge.

After the Allahabad
congress of the INC, a sizable
section of the press, mostly the
vernacular ones, supported the
Congress, while those opposed
it could roughly be divided into
four groups. Firstly, the ultra-
nationalists headed by the
popular Bangabashi thought that
the English educated Congress
leaders were working under an
illusion about the true character
of British rule in India.
Secondly, the Muslim press also
opposed the Congress but was
itself divided into two mutually
recriminating groups, one
subscribing to the Aligarh
School and the other not
subscribing to Sir Syed’s policy
of giving a carte blanche to the
British. Thirdly, the Anglo-

Indian press, mainly the Pioneer,
was creating skepticism among
Muslims about the intention of
Hindus.

Lastly, a section of the press
aimed at pleasing the
authorities only. The vernacular
press published news of the
INC’s meetings, but believed in
the Irish type of agitation
backed by physical force
preached by Sir Syed. With this
backdrop in 1878 the vernacular
press act was passed to bring
publishing of newspapers in the
local languages of the
subcontinent under better
control. In 1897 Sections on
treason or sedition and class
hatred had been inserted into
the Indian Penal Code.

The criminal procedure
code of 1898 relating to
investigation and trial of
criminal offences and forfeiture
of seditious books and
pamphlets was introduced. The
Congress and the pro-Congress
papers protested. The role of the
Sanatan Dharma Patrika in
favour of ‘suddhi” movement of
Arya Samaj, Al Hakam of Mirza
Gulam Hussain Kadiani
claiming divine revelation, the
Dar-ul-Saltanat and Urdu Guide
of the Shiites in creating mutual
recriminations between the
Hanafi, Mohammadi, Wahabis
and Sunni sects, and added to
that the Amrita Bazar Patrika’s
remarks  offending the
Muslims-all these factors sent
Sir Syed again to prominence
among his followers who began
to reassess his policies. When
his Aligarh college flourished
into a university, and the All
India muslim league
commenced preaching
isolationism and separatism, a
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historical basis was discovered
for separatism of India. The
partition of bengal announced
in 1905 came unexpectedly
handy for the Congress.
Bankimchandra’s song ‘Bande
Mataram’ became suddenly an
eloquent voice as Bengal was
dismembered. The Dacca
Prakash covered stories that the
partition of Bengal would not
be acceptable to the Muslim
community. But lord curzon
declared that the partition
would secure for them a
Muslim majority province.

The All India Muslim
League was formed in Dhaka in
1906. Two other movements
originated as a result of
partition, the boycott of
government posts and the
swadeshi movement.
Meanwhile the Congress was
divided into two distinct forces,
the moderates and the
nationalists, popularly called
extremists. Most of the
newspapers took a moderate
line led by Surendranath while
Bipin Chandra pal and
Arabinda led the extremists.
The Bande Mataran of Arabinda
and Bipin Chandra advocated
the policy of total boycott while
the  Yugantar  preached
terrorism to eliminate the
British colonial rule. The
Muslims of Bengal supported
the Swadeshi movement
through the Persian papers,
namely the  Rojnama-e-
Mokaddas-Hablul and the Sultan.

As a sequel, in 1908 the
Newspapers (Incitement to
Offences) Act was passed
resulting in the closure of a
number of newspapers
sympathetic to terrorist
activities. The Criminal Law

Amendment Act of 1913 and
the Defence of India
Regulations were used to
silence any agitation and
criticism. In the then East
Bengal, the first English daily
the Herald was published in
1916 from Dhaka. The Jyoti,
probably the first Bangla daily
of the eastern part of Bengal,
coming out from Chittagong in
1921, had to suffer a closure for
its involvement in the non-
cooperation movement.

In 1931, the Indian Press
(Emergency Power) Act was
passed in which the local
governmental authorities were
empowered to forfeit the
security of the press. From 1923
to 1939 the Jagoron of Kusthia,
the Desher Bani of Noakhali, the
Barisal Hitaishi, the Bagurar
Katha, and the Faridpur
Hitaishini earned the wrath of
the British ruler for their
writings. The mass uprising in
1945 and 1946 against British
imperialism encouraged the
press to be more vocal and free.

After the partition of India
in 1947, there was practically no
national newspaper in Dhaka
and elsewhere in the province
of East Bengal. The azad and the
morning news, the only two
papers supportive of the
Muslim League, were still in
Calcutta. A weak faction of the
Muslim Leaguers in Calcutta
ran the Ittehad. These three
papers were gradually shifted
to East Bengal. The Jindegi
discontinued publication from
Dhaka and the sangbad came
out in the early 1950s. The
Pakistan Observer came out in
1949. Maulana Abdul Hamid
Khan Bhasani, the leader of the
newly formed Awami Muslim

League, published the weekly
Ittefag the same year as an
ardent critique of the Muslim
League government. The
weekly soon became popular.
The left leaning political
activists found sanctuary in the
daily Insaf in 1950. By this time
the daily Paigam of Chittagong
and the daily Naobelal of Sylhet
were assuming the role of the
national dailies.
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The Vietnam War, also known as the Second
Indochina War, was a Cold War military conflict
that may be said to have occurred in Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia from September 26, 1959 to
April 30, 1975. The war was fought between the
communist North Vietnam, supported by its
communist allies, and the government of South
Vietnam, supported by the United States and
other anti-communist nations.

The Viet Cong, a lightly armed South
Vietnamese communist-controlled common
front, largely fought a guerrilla war against anti-
communist forces in the region. The North
Vietnamese Army engaged in a more
conventional war, at times committing large units
into battle. U.S. and South Vietnamese forces
relied on air superiority and overwhelming
firepower to conduct search and destroy
operations, involving ground forces, artillery and
airstrikes.

The United States entered the war to prevent
a communist takeover of South Vietnam as part
of their wider strategy of containment. Military
advisors arrived beginning in 1950. U.S.
involvement escalated in the early 1960s, with
US. troop levels tripling in 1961 and tripling again
in 1962. U.S. combat units were deployed
beginning in 1965. Involvement peaked in 1968
at the time of the Tet Offensive. After this, U.S.
ground forces were withdrawn as part of a policy
called Vietnamization. Despite the Paris Peace
Accords, signed by all parties in January 1973,
fighting continued.

The Case-Church Amendment, passed by the

U.S. Congress in response to the antiwar
movement, prohibited direct U.S. military
involvement after August 15, 1973. U.S. military
and economic aid continued until 1975. The
capture of Saigon by North Vietnamese army in
April 1975 marked the end of Vietnam War. North
and South Vietnam were reunified the following
year. The war exacted a huge human cost in terms
of fatalities, including 3 to 4 million Vietnamese
from both sides, 1.5 to 2 million Laotians and
Cambodians, and 58,159 U.S. soldiers.

Terminology

Various names have been applied to the
conflict. Vietnam War is the most commonly used
name in English. It has also been called the Second
Indochina War, and the Vietnam Conflict. As there
have been so many conflicts in Indochina, this
conflict is known by the name of their chief
opponent to distinguish it from the others.

The main military organizations involved in
the war were, on the side of the South, the Army
of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the U.S.
military, and, on the side of the North, the
Vietnam People’s Army (VPA), or North
Vietnamese Army (NVA), and the Vietcong, or
National Front for the Liberation of South
Vietnam (NLF), a communist army based in the
South.

Background to 1949

France began its conquest of Indochina in
1859. In spite of military resistance, by 1888 the
area of the current-day nations of Cambodia and
Vietnam was made into the colony of French
Indochina (Laos was added later). Various
Vietnamese opposition movements to the French
rule existed during this period but none were
ultimately as successful as the Viet Minh common
front (openly controlled by the Communist Party
of Vietnam) which was founded in 1941.

During World War II, the French were
defeated by the Germans in 1940. For French
Indochina, this meant that the colonial authorities
became Vichy French, allies of the German-Italian
Axis powers. In turn this meant that the French
collaborated with the Japanese forces after their
invasion of French Indochina during 1940. The
French continued to run affairs in the colony, but
ultimate power resided in the hands of the
Japanese.
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This situation continued
until the German forces were
expelled from France and the
French Indochina colonial
authorities started holding
secret talks with the Free
French. Fearing that they could
no longer trust the French
authorities the Japanese army
interned them all on 9 March
1945 and assumed direct
control themselves through
their puppet state of the Empire
of Vietnam under B£o Dji.

During 1944-1945, a famine
struck northern Vietnam due to
a combination of poor weather
and Japanese exploitation. 1
million people died of
starvation (out of a population
of 10 million in the affected
area). Exploiting the adminis-
trative gap that the internment
of the French had created, the
Viet Minh in March 1945 urged
the population to ransack rice
warehouses and refuse to pay
their taxes. Between 75 and 100
warehouses were consequently
raided. This rebellion against
the effects of the famine and the
authorities that were partially
responsible for it, bolstered the
Viet Minh’s popularity and
they recruited many members
during this period.

In August 1945, the
Japanese had been defeated and
surrendered unconditionally.
In French Indochina this
created a power vacuum as the
French were still interned and
the Japanese forces stood down.
Into this vacuum, the Viet Minh
entered and grasped power
across Vietnam in the “August
Revolution” (in large part
supported by the Vietnamese
population).

On 2 September 1945, Ho
Chi Minh (leader of the Viet
Minh) declared the

independent  Democratic
Republic of Vietnam before a
crowd of 500,000 in Hanoi. In
an overture to the Americans,
he began his speech by
paraphrasing the United States
Declaration of Independence:
All men are created equal. The
Creator has given us certain
inviolable Rights: the right to Life,
the right to be Free, and the right
to achieve Happiness.

However, the major allied
victors of World War II (the
United Kingdom, the USA and
the Soviet Union) all agreed that
the area belonged to the French.
As the French did not have the
ships, weapons or soldiers to
immediately retake Vietnam,
the major powers came to an
agreement that British troops
would occupy the south while
Nationalist Chinese forces
would move in from the north.
When the British landed they
rearmed the interned French
forces as well as parts of the
surrendered Japanese forces to
aid them in retaking south
Vietnam as they did not have
enough troops to do this
themselves.

Following the party line
from Moscow, Ho Chi Minh
initially attempted to negotiate
with the French who were
slowly re-establishing their
control across the country. In
January 1946, the Viet Minh
won elections across central and
northern Vietnam. The French
landed in Hanoi by March 1946
and in November of that year
they ousted the Viet Minh from
the city. Soon thereafter the Viet
Minh began a guerrilla war
against the French Union forces,
beginning the First Indochina
War.

The war spread to Laos and
Cambodia where Communists

organized the Pathet Lao and
the Khmer Serai after the model
of the Viet Minh. Globally, the
Cold War began in earnest
which meant that the
rapprochement that had existed
between the Western powers
and the Soviet Union during
World War Il disintegrated. The
Viet Minh fight was hampered
by a lack of weapons; this
situation changed by 1949 when
the Chinese Communists had
largely won the Chinese Civil
War and were free to provide
arms to their Vietnamese allies.

Exit of the French, 1950—
1954

In January 1950, the
communist nations, led by the
People’s Republic of China
(PRC), recognized the Viet
Minh’s Democratic Republic of
Vietnam as the government of
Vietnam. Non-Communist
nations recognized the French-
backed State of Vietnam in
Saigon led by former Emperor
Bao Dai the following month.
The outbreak of the Korean War
in June 1950 convinced many
Washington policymakers that
the war in Indochina was an
example of communist
expansionism directed by the
Kremlin. PRC military advisors
began assisting the Viet Minh in
July 1950. PRC weapons,
expertise, and laborers
transformed the Viet Minh from
a guerrilla force into a regular
army. In September, the U.S.
created a Military Assistance
and Advisory Group (MAAG)
to screen French requests for
aid, advise on strategy, and
train Vietnamese soldiers. By
1954, the U.S. had supplied
300,000 small arms and spent
US$1 billion in support of the
French military effort and was
shouldering 80 percent of the
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cost of the war. There were also
talks between the French and
Americans in which the
possible use of three tactical
nuclear weapons was
considered, though how
seriously this was considered
and by whom are even now
vague and contradictory. One
version of plan for the proposed
Operation Vulture envisioned
sending 60 B-29s from US bases
in the region, supported by as
many as 150 fighters launched
from US Seventh Fleet carriers,
to bomb Viet Minh commander
Vo Nguyen Giap’s positions.
The plan included an option to
use up to three atomic weapons
on the Viet Minh positions.
Admiral Arthur W. Radford,
Chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, gave this nuclear
option his backing. US B-29s, B-
36s, and B-47s could have
executed a nuclear strike, as
could carrier aircraft from the
Seventh Fleet.

U.S. carriers sailed to the
Tonkin gulf, and
reconnaissance flights over
Dien Bien Phu were conducted
during the mnegotiations.
According to Richard Nixon the
plan involved the Joint Chiefs
of Staff drawing up plans to use
3 small tactical nuclear weapons
in support of the French. Vice
president Richard Nixon, a so-
called “hawk” on Vietnam,
suggested that the U.S. might
have to “put American boysin”.
President Eisenhower made
American participation
contingent on British support,
but London was opposed. In
the end, convinced that the
political risks outweighed the
possible benefits, Eisenhower
decided against the
intervention.

crucial support from the Soviet
Union and PRC. PRC support
in the Border Campaign of 1950
allowed supplies to come from
PRC into Vietnam. Throughout
the conflict, U.S. intelligence
estimates remained skeptical of
French chances of success.

The Battle of Dien Bien Phu
marked the end of French
involvement in Indochina. The
Viet Minh and their mercurial
commander Vo Nguyen Giap
handed the French a stunning
military defeat, and on 7 May
1954, the French Union garrison
surrendered. At the Geneva
Conference the French
negotiated a  ceasefire
agreement with the Viet Minh.
Independence was granted to
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.

Vietnam was temporarily
partitioned at the 17th parallel,
and under the terms of the
Geneva Convention, civilians
were to be given the
opportunity to freely move
between the two provisional
states. Elections throughout the
country were to be held,
according to the Geneva
accords, but were blocked by
the South  Vietnamese
president, who feared a
communist victory.

Around one million
northerners, mainly Catholics,
fled south, fearing persecution
by the communists, following
an American propaganda
campaign using slogans such
as, “The Virgin Mary is heading
south”, and aided by a U.S.
funded $93 million relocation
program, which included
ferrying refugees with the
Seventh Fleet. It is estimated
that as many as two million
more would have left had they
not been stopped by the Viet
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After disappointing itself for decades, India
is now on the verge of becoming a great power.
The world started to take notice of India’s rise
when New Delhi signed a nuclear pact with
President George W. Bush in July 2005, but that
breakthrough is only one dimension of the
dramatic transformation of Indian foreign policy
that has taken place since the end of the Cold War.

After more than a half century of false starts
and unrealized potential, India is now emerging
as the swing state in the global balance of power.
In the coming years, it will have an opportunity
to shape outcomes on the most critical issues of
the twenty-first century: the construction of Asian
stability, the political modernization of the greater
Middle East, and the management of
globalization.

Although India’s economic growth has been
widely discussed, its new foreign policy has been
less noted. Unlike their U. S. counterparts, Indian
leaders do not announce new foreign policy
doctrines. Nonetheless, in recent years, they have
worked relentlessly to elevate India’s regional
and international standing and to increase its
power. New Delhi has made concerted efforts to
reshape its immediate neighbourhood, find a
modus vivendi with China and Pakistan (its two
regional rivals), and reclaim its standing in the
“near abroad”: parts of Africa, the Persian Gulf,
Central and Southeast Asia, and the Indian Ocean
region. At the same time, it has expanded
relations with the existing great powers —
especially the United States. India is arriving on
the world stage as the first large, economically
powerful, culturally vibrant, multiethnic,
multireligious democracy outside of the
geographic West. As it rises, India has the
potential to become a leading member of the
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“political West” and to play a key role in the great
political struggles of the next decades. Whether
it will, and how soon, depends above all on the
readiness of the Western powers to engage India
on its own terms.

India and the Global Power Shift

The international security environment is
witnessing a power shift from the developed
Western states to Asia led by the rise of China
and India. This power shift will have a significant
impact on global geopolitics. Although a unipolar
global order has been in place for a decade and a
half, a non-polar world (as against a multipolar
world) is in the making. Political, economic and
demographic trends have made it inevitable.

As Richard Haass has noted, “In contrast to
multipolarity — which involves several distinct
poles or concentrations of power — a nonpolar
international system is characterized by
numerous centers with meaningful power. ” He
adds that while “the United States is and will long
remain the largest single aggregation of power...
power and influence are less and less linked in
an era of nonpolarity. ” According to Haass,
“today’s nonpolar world is not simply a result of
the rise of other states and organizations or of the
failures and follies of U. S. policy. It is also an
inevitable consequence of globalization. ”

Analysts assess that despite its pre-eminence
in military, scientific and economic fields, the US
remains a country in relative decline. Even if that
decline is unlikely to make a difference in the near
future, the certainty of new powers rising to be
global players augurs for a new global power
balance. Explosive rates of population and
economic growth in Asian states are indicators
of anew world order in which power will be more
dispersed. The critical question is, if this
multipolar world will have a benign or malign
form. There are two likely possibilities on this.

The world could fragment into competing
blocs that attempt to resolve their differences
through power politics as nation states did in the
19th and 20th centuries. Robert Kagan has talked
of an “axis of democracy’, including the US, EU,
India and Japan, counterbalancing a ‘club of
autocrats’, including Russia, China and Iran. 2 The
other possibility is of existing and rising powers
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choosing to manage their
relations through mutual
interdependence, as has been
attempted successfully in
Europe over the second half of
the last century.

Global shifts happen rarely
and are even less often peaceful.
The transfer of power from west
to east will dramatically change
the context of dealing with
international challenges. In the
early 20th century the imperial
order and the aspiring states of
Germany and Japan failed to
adjust to each other. That led to
wars which devastated the
better part of the world. The
coming shift in power will have
a greater impact globally and
will require assimilation of
diverse political and cultural
systems. Today’s rising powers
seek redress of past grievances,
are proudly nationalistic and
want to claim their rightful
place in the comity of nations.
Asian rise in economic terms
will translate into greater
political and military power,
thus increasing the potential
damage from conflicts. Former
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has noted that “In the next
two decades China and India
will undergo industrialisation
four times the size of the United
States and at five times the
speed. . . For the first time in
many centuries, power is
moving East. ” Blair added that

“In this new world, we
must clear a path to
partnership, not stand off
against each other competing
for power. The world...cannot
afford a return to the 20th
century  struggles  for
hegemony. ”

It is also clear that military
power, however strong, is in
itself insufficient to obtain the

political objectives of a war. The
capacity of weaker opponents
to impose high costs through
asymmetric or 4th Generation
War fighting is enough to make
even the strongest military
power think carefully before
embarking on a military option.
The costs of managing Iraq after
an easy military victory offer a
clear indication of a
fundamental shift in military
affairs. As Fareed Zakaria has
written, “On every dimension
other than military power —
industrial, financial, social,
cultural — the distribution of
power is shifting, moving away
from U. S. dominance. That
does not mean we are entering
an anti-American world. But we
are moving into a post-
American world, one defined
and directed from many places
and by many people. Recent
studies on managing the
consequences of the waning US
hegemony have in turn led to
the need to choose between two
policy approaches. One reflects
a desire to use US military
capacity in ‘full spectrum
dominance” and its global reach
to contain rising powers.

The other looks at the
evolving global power shift as
an opportunity to build a new
basis for global order, which
would be predicated on
cooperation and equity.
According to  Kishore
Mahbubani, “The application of
the three western principles of
democracy, rule of law and
social justice will go a long way
towards creating a more stable
world order. But the West will
not be able to apply them on its
own. . . Hitherto the most
successful partnerships have
been West-West, for example
the Trans-Atlantic Alliance.
Equally strong East-West

partnerships must be created.
But in working with partners
from other cultures and
civilizations the West will have
to curtail its ideological
impulses and learn to be more
pragmatic.”

Bill Emmott has noted that
“both the US and the EU
should, as a matter of urgency,
scrap or reform all the top
organizations of global
governance in which China,
India and Japan are not
properly and fully represented.
” This would include the G8
and the UNSC. He also
recommends that “the US
should support the EAS (East
Asia Summit) as Asia’s
principal  political and
economic forum and state that
it sees Asian integration and
intra-regional cooperation as
desirable. “Recent US policies in
the wake of 9/11, clearly
demonstrated the former
approach. Its consequences in
Iraq and the anti-American
mood in the Islamic world have
raised doubts on the viability of
such a policy. What strategy
initiatives will emerge from the
principal determinant of the
global order, i.e. the US,
remains to be seen.

US Seeks to Maintain
Primacy

The US has sought to
maintain its position as the pre-
eminent power by following a
policy of defence transfor-
mation, which leverages its
technological superiority. As
the US National Security
Strategy states, “Innovation
within the armed forces will
rest on experimentation with
new approaches to warfare,
strengthening joint operations,
exploiting US intelligence
advantages, and taking full
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advantage of science and
technology. ”7 Transformation
is designed to help address not
only the traditional threats but
also the emerging asymmetric
threats from both state and non-
state actors.

According to the US
Quadrennial Defence Review,
“although the U. S. military
maintains considerable
advantages in traditional forms
of warfare, this realm is not the
only, or even the most likely,
one in which adversaries will
challenge the United States
during the period immediately
ahead. Enemies are more likely
to pose asymmetric threats,
including irregular,
catastrophic and disruptive
challenges. ” The National
Security Strategy notes that the
US is “pursuing a future force
that will provide tailored
deterrence of both state and
non-state  threats...while
assuring allies and dissuading
potential competitors. ” Thus
the US simultaneously has to
prepare against threats from
state as well as non-state actors,
which have acquired greater
significance post 9/11. With
respect to non-state actors, the
primary threat comes from Al
Qaeda and associated groups
against whom the US is in the
midst of fighting the so-called
Global War against Terror,
which it admits is going to be a
‘Long War’.

The Global War against
Terror includes overseas fronts
like Iraq and Afghanistan and
also homeland defence against
future terrorist attacks on US
soil. The US recognizes the
asymmetric nature of the threat
from China, which is unable to
match US military capabilities
and is hence seeking to negate

US superiority by targeting its
technological dependence. The
Chinese anti-satellite test in
January 2007 is an example of
the new kind of asymmetric
threat posed by China. Since the
US depends heavily on space-
based assets, this has led to fears
of a new arms race in space.
According to the US National
Space Policy of 2006, “The
United States considers space
capabilities — including the
ground and space segments
and supporting links — vital to
its national interests. Consistent
with this policy, the United
States will: preserve its rights,
capabilities, and freedom of
action in space; dissuade or
deter others from either
impeding those rights or
developing capabilities
intended to do so; take those
actions necessary to protect its
space capabilities; respond to
interference; and deny, if
necessary, adversaries the use
of space capabilities hostile to
U. S. national interests.”

With respect to state actors,
the Quadrennial Defence
Review suggests that the
primary threat comes from
China. As it notes, “Of the major
and emerging powers, China
has the greatest potential to
compete militarily with the
United States and field
disruptive military
technologies that could over
time off set traditional U. S.
military advantages absent U.
S. counter strategies.”

The US is strengthening its
alliances in the Asia-Pacific
with Japan, South Korea and
Australia as well as building
bridges with emerging powers
like India. This quest for
building up its alliances and
partnerships is primarily

designed to hedge against the
possibility that the rise of China
may place it on a collision
course with the US. Although
an outright war is unlikely, the
possibility that tensions in the
Taiwan Straits could escalate
into military action, drawing in
the US cannot be ruled out.
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India and the US:
Embracing a New
Paradigm

Gajendra Kumar

Research Scholar, VKS University, Arrah

Indo-American relations refers to the bilateral
relations between the United States of America
and the Republic of India. Despite being one of
the pioneers and founding members of the Non-
Aligned Movement, India developed a closer
relationship with the Soviet Union during the
Cold War.

India’s strategic and military relations with
Moscow and strong socialist policies had an
adverse impact on its relations with the United
States. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
India began to review its foreign policy in a
unipolar world following which, it took steps to
develop closer ties with the European Union and
the United States. Today, India and the U.S. share
an extensive cultural, strategic, military and
economic relationship.

During the tenure of the Clinton and Bush
administration, relations between India and the
United States blossomed primarily over common
concerns regarding growing Islamic extremism,
energy security and climate change.

According to some foreign policy experts,
there was a slight downturn in India-U.S.
relations following the election of Barack Obama
as the President of the United States in 2009. This
was primarily due to Obama administration’s
desire to increase relations with China, and
Barack Obama’s protectionist views on dealing
with the economic crisis. However, the leaders of
the two countries have repeatedly dismissed these
concerns.

History

The historic relationship between India and
the United States was very strong. One event is
the visit of Swami Vivekananda who introduced

Yoga and Vedanta to America. Vivekananda was
the first known Hindu Sage to come to the West,
where he introduced Eastern thought at the
World’s Parliament of Religions, in connection
with the World’s Fair in Chicago, in 1893]. Here,
his first lecture, which started with this line
“Sisters and Brothers of America,” made the
audience clap for two minutes just to the address,
for prior to this seminal speech, the audience was
always used to this opening address: “Ladies and
Gentlemen”. It was this speech that catapulted
him to fame by his wide audiences in Chicago
and then later everywhere else in America,
including far-flung places such as Memphis,
Boston, San Francisco, New York, Los Angeles,
and St. Louis.

After Indian independence until the end of
the cold war, the relationship between the two
nations has often been thorny. Dwight
Eisenhower was the first U.S. President to visit
India in 1959. He was so supportive of India that
the New York Times remarked “It did not seem to
matter much whether Nehru had actually
requested or been given a guarantee that the U.S.
would help India to meet further Chinese
communist aggression. What mattered was the
obvious strengthening of Indian-American
friendship to a point where no such guarantee
was necessary.”

During John F. Kennedy’s period as
President, he saw India as a strategic partner
against the rise of communist China. He said
“Chinese Communists have been moving ahead
the last 10 years. India has been making some
progress, but if India does not succeed with her
450 million people, if she can’t make freedom
work, then people around the world are going to
determine, particularly in the underdeveloped
world, that the only way they can develop their
resources is through the Communist system.”
From 1961 to 1963 there was a promise to help
set up a large steel mill in Bokaro that was
withdrawn by the U.S. The 1965 and 1971 Indo-
Pakistani wars did not help their relations. During
the Cold War, the U.S. asked for Pakistan’s help
because India was seen to lean towards the Soviet
Union. Later, when India would not agree to
support the anti-Soviet operation in Afghanistan,
it was left with few allies. Not until 1997 was
there any effort to improve relations with
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the United States. Soon after
Atal Bihari Vajpayee became
Indian Prime Minister, he
authorized a nuclear weapons
test in Pokhran, which got the
immediate attention of the US.

The Clinton administration
and Vajpayee exchanged
representatives to help build
relations. In March 2000,
President Bill Clinton visited
India. He had bilateral and
economic discussions with
Prime Minister Vajpayee. Over
the course of improved
diplomatic relations with the
Bush administration, India has
agreed to allow close
international monitoring of its
nuclear weapons development
while refusing to give up its
current nuclear arsenal. India
and the U.S. have also greatly
enhanced their economic ties.

During the September 11
attacks in 2001, President
George W. Bush chose India as
the country to control and
police the Indian Ocean sea-
lanes from the Suez to
Singapore. The December 2004
tsunami saw the U.S. and
Indian navies cooperating in
search and rescue operations
and reconstruction of affected
areas. An Open Skies
Agreement was made in April
2005. This helped enhance
trade, tourism, and business by
the increased number of flights.
Air India purchased 68 U.S.
Boeing aircraft, which cost $8
billion.

Former U.S. Secretary of
Defence Donald Rumsfeld and
U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice have made
recent visits to India as well.
After Hurricane Katrina, India
donated $5 million to the
American Red Cross and sent
two plane loads of relief

supplies and materials to help.
And on 1 March 2006, President
Bush made another diplomatic
visit to expand relations
between India and the United
States.

Military Relations

The U.S.-India defence
relationship derives from a
common belief in freedom,
democracy, and the rule of law,
and seeks to advance shared
security interests. These
interests include maintaining
security and stability, defeating
terrorism and violent religious
extremism, preventing the
spread of weapons of mass
destruction and associated
materials, data, and
technologies and protecting the
free flow of commerce via land,
air and sea lanes. In recent years
India has conducted joint
military exercises with the U.S.
in the Indian Ocean. Despite
this the Indian government sees
the sole U.S. base in the Indian
Ocean, Diego Garcia, and the
permanent presence of the U.S.
military there, as a potential
escalation point in a future war,
especially because of the
current U.S. operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Recognizing India as a key
to strategic U.S. interests, the
United States has sought to
strengthen its relationship with
India. The two countries are the
world’s largest democracies,
both committed to political
freedom  protected by
representative government.
India is also moving gradually
toward greater economic
freedom. The U.S. and India
have a common interest in the
free flow of commerce and
resources, including through
the vital sea lanes of the Indian

Ocean. They also share an
interest in fighting terrorism
and in creating a strategically
stable Asia. There were some
differences, however, including
over India’s nuclear weapons
programs and the pace of
India’s economic reforms. In the
past, these concerns may have
dominated U.S. thinking about
India, but today the U.S. views
India as a growing world power
with which it shares common
strategic interests. A strong
partnership between the two
countries will continue to
address differences and shape
a dynamic and collaborative
future.

In late September 2001,
President Bush lifted sanctions
imposed under the terms of the
1994 Nuclear Proliferation
Prevention Act following
India’s nuclear tests in May
1998. The nonproliferation
dialogue initiated after the 1998
nuclear tests has bridged many
of the gaps in understanding
between the countries. In a
meeting between President
Bush and Prime Minister
Vajpayee in November 2001,
the two leaders expressed a
strong interest in transforming

the U.S.-India bilateral
relationship. High-level
meetings and concrete

cooperation between the two
countries increased during 2002
and 2003. In January 2004, the
U.S. and India launched the
Next Steps in Strategic
Partnership (NSSP), which was
both a milestone in the
transformation of the bilateral
relationship and a blueprint for
its further progress.

In July 2005, President Bush
hosted Prime Minister Singh in
Washington, DC. The two
leaders announced the
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successful completion of the
NSSP, as well as other
agreements which further
enhance cooperation in the
areas of civil nuclear, civil
space, and high-technology
commerce. Other initiatives
announced at this meeting
include: an U.S.-India Economic
Dialogue, Fight Against HIV/
AIDS, Disaster Relief,
Technology Cooperation,
Democracy Initiative, an
Agriculture Knowledge
Initiative, a Trade Policy
Forum, Energy Dialogue and
CEO Forum. President Bush
made a reciprocal visit to India
in March 2006, during which
the progress of these initiatives
were reviewed, and new
initiatives were launched.

In  December 2006,
Congress passed the historic
Henry J. Hyde United States-

India Peaceful Atomic
Cooperation Act, which allows
direct civilian  nuclear

commerce with India for the
first time in 30 years. U.S. policy
had opposed nuclear
cooperation with India because
the country had developed
nuclear weapons in
contravention of international
conventions and never signed
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. The legislation clears
the way for India to buy U.S.
nuclear reactors and fuel for
civilian use.

In July 2007, the United
States and India reached a
historic milestone in their
strategic partnership by
completing negotiations on the
bilateral agreement for peaceful
nuclear cooperation, also
known as the “123 agreement.”
This agreement, signed by
Secretary of State Rice and
External Affairs Minister

Mukherjee on October 10, 2008,
governs civil nuclear trade
between the two countries and
opens the door for American
and Indian firms to participate
in each other’s civil nuclear
energy sector.

The U.S. and India seek to
elevate the strategic partnership
further to include cooperation
in counter-terrorism, defence
cooperation, education, and
joint democracy promotion.

Economic Relations

The United States is also
one of India’s largest direct
investors. From 1991 to 2004,
the stock of FDI inflow has
increased from USD $11.3
million to $344.4 million,
totaling $4.13 billion. This is a
compound rate increase of
57.5% annually. Indian direct
investments abroad were
started in 1992].

Indian corporations and
registered partnership firms are
allowed to invest in businesses
up to 100% of their net worth.
India’s largest outgoing
investments are manufacturing,
which account for 54.8% of the
country’s foreign investments.
The second largest are non-
financial services (software
development), which accounts
for 35.4% of investments.

The United States is India’s
largest trading partner. In 2007,
the United States exported
$17.24 billion worth goods to
India and imported $24.02
billion worth of Indian goods.
Major items exported by India
to the U.S. include Information
Technology Services, textiles,
machinery, ITeS, gems and
diamonds, chemicals, iron and
steel products, coffee, tea, and

other edible food products.
Major American items
imported by India include
aircraft, fertilizers, computer
hardware, scrap metal and
medical equipment.

The United States is also
India’s largest investment
partner, with American direct
investment of $9 billion
accounting for 9% of total
foreign investment into India.
Americans have made notable
foreign investment in India’s
power generation, tele-
communications, ports, roads,
petroleum exploration/
processing, and mining
industries.
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The Constitution of India is based on the
Erinciples of equality and guarantees equality
efore law and equal protection to all its citizens.
It not only guarantees fundamental rights and
freedoms, but also prohibits discrimination on the
basis of religion, race, caste, sex, and place of birth.
However, women have been denied social,
economic, civil and political rights in many
spheres. Position of women has changed over
time. From equal status women became a
subordinate and afterwards her position
deteriorated a lot. A society cannot be
modernized if half of the population is ignored.
In the words of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru:-

When a woman rises, the family moves;
When the family moves, the society moves;
When the society moves, the nation moves.

An important area where women have been
inadequately represented is in the political sphere.
Articles 325 and 326 of the Constitution of India
guarantee political equality - equal right to
participation in political activities and right to
vote respectively. While the latter has been
accessed, exercised and enjoyed by a large
number of women, the former i.e., right to equal
political participation is still a distant dream. Lack
of space for participation in political bodies has
not only resulted in their presence in meagre
numbers in these decision making bodies but also
in the neglect of their issues and experiences in
policy making. Political participation of women
1s an important issue to be considered. Jharkhand
came into existence on 15" November 2000, with
new dreams, abundant natural resources and

reat human resource. The total population of
%harkhand can be divided into males and females.
The female population can be further divided to
general, SC, ST, OBC, minority, categories etc.
There are different trends seen in political

Political Science

participation among these groups of women.
Political participation is high among women who
are worlgin , attached to an sel? help group,
NREGS or [inked to any NGO’s. But the area
where there is no accessibility to any government
body or any self help groups and NGOs it is
observed the political participation is almost
negligible. Also the conservatism, malpractices,
etc. are the loopholes in participation of women
in the political system of Jharkhand. Unequal
access to information and other economic and
non-economic resources is a barrier to women'’s
political participation. Most of the information’s
on governance is written in a language that is
inaccessible to women. Because of the high rate
of illiteracK and low levels of education among
women they are deprived of information.
Women’s mobility being restricted they do not
have the exposure to public life, thus limiting the
scope of their interaction with others and the
acquisition of information. Oral transactions
invariably take place in the public sphere, which
is inaccessible by women, as they are confined to
their households. Despite all these problems it
can be clearly said that political parties who put
women empowerment and political participation
of women as their primary agenda are not serious
about this issue.! That is why the women
reservation bill has not yet passed. Women are
poorly represented at higher leadership levels.
Even historically, it is observed that women’s
participation in positions of power in both houses
of the Parliament has never exceeded 15 percent
of total seats.

Women are concentrated in the informal
economy, the subsistence sector, where many are
engaged in low wage or unpaid, low skilled or
unskilled labour. Much of their work remains
invisible, unrecognised and devalued and is
therefore unprotected by laws and legislations.
The income they earn, however meagre are still
seen by them and their families as an income to
be spent on the family. Therefore, the expense
required for political participation such as election
campaign expenditure or resources required to
attend meetings, visit and interact with
Eovernment officials, become an additional

urden that women can ill afford, thus impeding
their full participation. Women get entangled in
the web of oppression right from childhood. It is
the girl child who is the first to be drawn out of
the school (as education of the girl child is not
the priority) to contribute to wage earning or to
assist in sharing women'’s domestic chores in the
household or to be surrogate mother to her
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siblings. Thus depriving an opportunity for
acquiring knowledge and skills, which would
enable her to be economically independent. Few
factors which are responsible for less participation
of women in the political system of Jharkhand
are as follows: a) Illiteracy; b) Practices such as
Eurdha system, witchcraft and superstitious

eliefs (prominent amon% the lower caste people);
c) Conservatism; d) Problems of naxalism; e) Lack
of interest; f) Lack of opportunity; g) Double
standards of political parties.

Census Report 2001°
Population: 26.91 million
Urban population: 22.25% (5,986,697)
Rural population: 77.75% (20,922,731)
Litracy rate: 54.13%
Male litracy: 67.94%
Female litracy: 39.38%
Sex ratio: 941( females per 1000 males)

Graph showing the literacy percentage in
Jharkhand according to the data given above:

1
Fesrmale Literacy
]

Mlale Literacy

Literacy Rate
Percentage
-~ ~ Iz.
o 50 100

Given below are the figures of Lok Sabha
elections held in 2004 and 2009 and Vidhan Sabha
elections held in 2005 and 2009.

Lok Sabha election 2004: Out of 14 seats only
one seat was occupied by a female candidate,
Sushila Kerketta from Khunti constituency with
winning margin of 51163 and total polling
percentage of 53.64%

Lok Sabha election 2009: The major political
Farties BJP and INC did not give ticket to any
emale candidate.

Vidhan sabha election 2005: Out of 81 seats

5 seats were occu
data is as follows®:

?ied by female candidates. The

Mo.of winning candidates in
Vidhan Sabha Election 2005

= Male

W Female
NAME OF THE CONSTITUENCY | PARTY | WINNING
CANDIDATE MARGIN
1.Kunti Devi Jharia BJP 31588
2.Annapurna Koderma RJD 26454
Devi
3.Sushila Hansda | Littipara JMM 7197
4.Joba Majhi Manoharpur UGDP 1597
5.Aparna Sen Nirsa AIFB 2334
Gupta

Winning Margin
Aparme SenGupta- Nirsa |
- f.l':l e I
W Eunti Devi - Jharia | B#)
Joba Wajhi Mlarchampur | I
UGDF) B Armaguma Diewi Sngderma | RO

Sushils Hanscls - Littipara | IMM
|

W ok Majhi Abrchampur |
UGDF |

SushiaHanida - Litigara |
Pt |

anrapuma el -Eodema |
A | _

W Apamy Sen Gupis- Mirsa  AIFR )

I LD 0000 000 S0000

Vidhan Sabha elections 2009

Winning female candidates in Vidhan Sabha
elections 2009*

NAME OF WINNING PARTY | CONSTITUENCY
Mo. of Winning Candidates in Lok FEMALE CANDIDATE
i
Sabha Election 2004 1.Vimla Pradhan BJP Simdega

2.Sudha Chaudhery JDU Chatarpur
3.Geeta Koda JBSP Jaganathpur

W Male 4.Sita Soren JMM Jama
5.Annapurna Devi RJD Koderma

B Fernale
6.Kunti Devi BJP Jharia
7.Chandrika Mahtha JVM Jamua
8.Geetashree Oraon CONG | Sisai

. oy o
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Geetashree Oroan has also
won as MLA in 2009 Vidhan
Sabha elections. Amon
women MLA’s elected in 2004,
Joba Majhi served as minister
for the longest period. Aparna
Sen Gupta served as minister
for a short while. Annapurna
Devi also served as minister for
only for nine days when Shibu
Soren was made chief minister
for the first time. Among those
elected in 2009, Sudha
Chaudhary has been made
minister. Annapurna Devi has
also established her credentials
by being among the winners of
the ‘Best Legislature Award’
given away annuall%l. She is
presently serving as leader of
RJD legislature party leader.
Earlier, Sushila Kerketta had
once served as president of
Jharkhand Pradesh Congress
Committee. However, though
Jharkhand has trends of having
two deputy chief ministers, till
date a woman has not been
considered fit for appointment
to the office of Chieg3 minister or
even that of deputy chief
minister or speaker. Even the
Central government, headed by
a woman as President of the
Indian state, has never found it
fit to appoint a woman as a
governor of Jharkhand.

Measures that should be
taken in order to increase the
participation of women in
political process of Jharkhand:
Equal access to economic
resources such as income, land,
house, and credit will facilitate
women’s effective participation
in electoral processes viz.,
contesting elections, campaign-
ing, building and sustaining
their constituencies and
fulfilling their role as elected
representatives. Information or
knowledge is a key input
towards enabling women for
participation in political system
effectively. Several studies
confirm that the lack of access
to information, results in
women members not being

taken seriously. The most
effective way to provide
women with information is
through training and capacity
building. Media should
endeavour to put out stories of
‘best practices’ i.e. success
stories of elected women who
are performing their political
duties and overcoming the
challenges of a male-dominated
profession .Women do not have
easy access to financial
resources as they are denied
property rights. They have no
control over their earnings and
form the low-waged or non
waged strata of society. Other
steps that should be taken in
order to increase participation
of women in political system of
Jharkhand: 1. Increasing educa-
tion standards for women.
2. Door to door campaign of
political parties. 3. Increasing
awareness through political
workshops. 4. Promoting youth
in politics. 5. Through NGO's.

Conclusion

Not having a critical mass
within the political institutions
makes it difficult for women to
centre-stage and push their
agenda forward. Not having a
critical mass within the political
institutions makes it difficult for
women to centre-stage and
push their agenda forward.

Lack of an active and
articulate critical mass further
disadvantages women. Even
where women are articulate
and assertive, they are
deliberately marginalised
through a process of exclusion
by the dominant and powerful
sections in these political
institutions. This is compoun-
ded by the fact that elected
women representatives do not
have a critical mass as an
organised electorate, in the
form of women'’s collectives,
NGOs and an informed and
politically conscious women’s
constituency to support them.
Though women have been

entering the political arena they
are denied positions of power.

Even when a few women
have been given decision-
making positions they do not
have political allies in key
positions to support them. Also
those in tpower are invariably
given ‘soft portfolios” which are
an extension of women’s
stereotypical images. These
portfolios rarely have the
resources or decision-making
powers to back women and
therefore relegate them again to
the backseat. It has been found
that persons who have been in
public life and other institutions
such as trade-unions, coopera-
tives, mahila mandals,
women’s collectives and other
registered societies are more

easily absorbed.

Goin through  the
drawbacks and remedies for
women participation in
political system of Jharkhand it
can be said that there is a need
to increase opportunities for
women. Women’s political
participation in regional local
context will also help identify
the factors which create hurdles
in the way of meaningful
participation by women in
politics.” Women can only
participate in the political
system if they are self-reliant
and self-dependent. Increase in
the status of women can help
their high participation in
Folitical system. There is a
amous Chinese saying:

“If you want to plan for three
years, plant wheat, If you wish
fo plan for ten years grow trees
but if you want to plan for
hundred years empower women.”
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India and Russia:
Renewing the
Relationship

Sunil Kumar Singh
Research Scholar, VKS University, Arrah

India-Russian relations refers to the bilateral
relations between the Republic of India and the
Russian Federation. During the Cold War, India
and the Soviet Union enjoyed a strong strategic,
military, economic and  diplomatic
relationship. After the collapse of the USSR, India
improved its relations with the West but it
continued its close relations with Russia. India is
the second largest market for the Russian arms
industry. In 2004, more than 70% of the Indian
Military’s hardware came from Russia, making
Russia the chief supplier of arms.

India has an embassy in Moscow and 2
Consulates-General (in Saint Petersburg and
Vladivostok). Russia has an embassy in New
Delhi and 4 Consulates-General (in Chennai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbeai). Since 2000 and
the visit of Vladimir Putin in India there have
been an Indo-Russian Strategic Partnership.

Soviet Union and India

A cordial relationship with India that began
in the 1950s represented the most successful of
the Soviet attempts to foster closer relations with
Third World countries. The relationship began
with a visit by Indian prime minister Jawaharlal
Nehru to the Soviet Union in June 1955 and
Khrushchev’s return trip to India in the fall of
1955. While in India, Khrushchev announced that
the Soviet Union supported Indian sovereignty
over the disputed territory of the Kashmir region
and over Portuguese coastal enclaves. The Soviet
relationship with India rankled the Chinese and
contributed to Sino-Soviet enmity during the
Khrushchev period.

The Soviet Union declared its neutrality
during the 1959 border dispute and the Indo-
China war of 1962, although the Chinese strongly
objected. The Soviet Union gave India substantial
economic and military assistance during the
Khrushchev period, and by 1960 India had
received more Soviet assistance than China had.
This disparity became another point of contention
in Sino-Soviet relations. In 1962 the Soviet Union
agreed to transfer technology to coproduce the
MiG-21 jet fighter in India, which the Soviet Union
had earlier denied to China.

In 1965 the Soviet Union served successfully
as peace broker between India and Pakistan after
an Indian-Pakistani border war. The Soviet
chairman of the Council of Ministers, Aleksei N.
Kosygin, met with representatives of India and
Pakistan and helped them negotiate an end to the
military conflict over Kashmir.

In 1971 the former East Pakistan region
initiated an effort to secede from its political union
with West Pakistan. India supported the secession
and, as a guarantee against possible Chinese
entrance into the conflict on the side of West
Pakistan, signed a treaty of friendship and
cooperation with the Soviet Union in August
1971. In December, India entered the conflict and
ensured the victory of the secessionists and the
establishment of the new state of Bangladesh.

Relations between the Soviet Union and India
did not suffer much during the rightist Janata
Party’s coalition government in the late 1970s,
although India did move to establish better
economic and military relations with Western
countries. To counter these efforts by India to
diversify its relations, the Soviet Union proffered
additional weaponry and economic assistance.

During the 1980s, despite the 1984
assassination by Sikh extremists of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, the mainstay of cordial Indian-
Soviet relations, India maintained a close
relationship with the Soviet Union. Indicating the
high priority of relations with the Soviet Union
in Indian foreign policy, the new Indian prime
minister, Rajiv Gandhi, visited the Soviet Union
on his first state visit abroad in May 1985 and
signed two long-term economic agreements with
the Soviet Union. In turn, Gorbachev’s first visit
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to a Third World state was his
meeting with Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi in New Delhi in
late 1986. Gorbachev unsuccess-
fully urged Gandhi to help the
Soviet Union set up an Asian
collective security system.

Gorbachev’s advocacy of
this proposal, which had also
been made by Brezhnev, was an
indication of continuing Soviet
interest in using close relations
with India as a means of
containing China. With the
improvement of Sino-Soviet
relations in the late 1980s,
containing China had less of a
priority, but close relations with
India remained important as an
example of Gorbachev’s new
Third World policy.

Russia and India

Relations with India have
always been and I am sure will
be one of the most important
foreign policy priorities of our
country. Our mutual ties of
friendship are filled with
sympathy, and trust, and
openness. And we must say
frankly that they were never
overshadowed b
disagreements or conflict. This
understanding - this is indeed
the common heritage of our
peoples. It is valued and
cherished in our country, in
Russia, and in India. And we
are rightfully proud of so close,
so close relations between our
countries.- Dmitry Medvedev,
about relations with India

We are confident that India
lives in the hearts of every
Russian. In the same way, I can
assure you that Russia also lives
in our souls as a Homeland, as
people who share our emotions,

our feelings of mutual respect
and constant friendship. Long
live our friendship!- Pratibha
Patil, about relations with Russia

Military Relations

Defence relations between
India and the Russian
Federation have a historical
perspective. Russia has been an
important supplier of defence
goods for several decades.
Today, the cooperation is not
limited to a buyer-seller
relationship but includes joint
research and development,
training, service to service
contacts, including joint
exercises. The last joint naval
exercises took place in April
2007 in the Sea of Japan and
joint airborne exercises were
held in September 2007 in
Russia.

There is an Inter-
Governmental commission on
military-technical cooperation
co-chaired by the two Defence
Ministers. The Seventh session
of this Inter-Governmental
Commission was held in
October 2007 in Moscow.
During the visit, an Agreement
on joint development and
production of prospective multi
role fighters was signed
between the two countries.

India-Russia original co-
operation agreement was
signed in December 1988. It has
seen the trade of a multitude of
defence equipment to India and
also the emergence of that
country as a development
partner as opposed to purely a
buyer. Two programmes that
evidence this approach are the
projects to form Indian-Russian
joint ventures to develop and

produce the Fifth Generation
Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) and the
Multirole Transport Aircraft
(MTA).

Deba R Mohanty, a senior
fellow in security studies at the
New Delhi-based Observer
Research Foundation, told
Jane’s on 13 October that the
original co-operation agree-
ment has laid a “very solid
foundation” for India to
develop further as a develop-
ment partner. He added: “The
mutual benefits are clear: India
can acquire modern platforms
and technologies while Russia
gains access to India’s growing
defence market.”

India and Russia have
several major joint military
programs such as those
mentioned below:

e Brah Mos cruise missile
program
* INS Vikramaditya aircraft
carrier program
* 5th generation fighter jet
program
e Sukhoi Su-30 MKI
program (230+ to be built
by Hindustan
Aeronautics)
* Ilyushin/HAL Tactical
Transport Aircraft.
Additionally, India has
purchased/leased several
military hardware from Russia:

* T-90S Bhishma program.
(1000+ to be built in India)

e Akula-II nuclear
submarine (2 to be leased
with an option to buy
them when the lease
expires)

* Tu-22M3 bombers (4
ordered)
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* US$900 million upgrade
of MiG-29
* Mil Mi-17 (80 ordered)

* Ilyushin II-76 Candid (6
ordered to fit Israeli
Phalcon radar).

Russia’s  MiG-35 is
competing in the Indian MRCA
Competition and is considered
to be the front-runner for the
winning bid, given India’s
already, largely Russian-
built air force. The Farkhor Air
Base in Tajikistan is currently
jointly operated by India and
Russia.

Economic Relations

Bilateral trade turnover is
modest and stood at US $ 3 bn
in 2006-07, out of which Indian
Exports to Russia were valued
at US $ 908 mn. Main Indian
exports to Russia are
pharmaceuticals; tea, coffee &
spices; apparel & clothing;
edible preparations; and
engineering goods. Main Indian
imports from Russia are iron
and steel; fertilizers; non-
ferrous metals; paper products;
coal, coke & briquettes; cereals;
and rubber. Indo-Russian trade
is expected to reach US$10
billion by 2010.

The India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC) has had 13
sessions so far and is co-chaired
by the External Affairs Minister
from the Indian side and a
Deputy Prime Minister from
the Russian side.

There are six Joint Working
Groups [WG] under the IRIGC,
namely, WG on Trade and
Economy [trade and financial
matters], WG on Energy [oil

and gas, thermal and hydel
power, non-conventional
energy], WG on Metallurgy and
Mining [steel, non-ferrous
metal, coal], WG on Science &
Technology; WG on Communi-
cation and Information
Technology; and WG on
Culture and Tourism. The 13th
of the IRIGC was held in
Moscow on 12 October 2007.

The two countries have
setup India-Russia Forum on
Trade and Investment at the
level of the two Commerce
Ministers to promote trade,
investment and economic
cooperation.

The first Forum was held in
New Delhi on 12-13 February
2007 which was attended by the
Minister of Commerce and
Industry and the Russian
Minister of Economic
Development and Trade, apart
from a large number of business
representatives from both sides.
The Minister of Commerce &
Industry, Shri Kamal Nath
participated in the 11th Saint
Petersburg International
Economic Forum on 9-10 June
2007.

In February 2006, India and
Russia also setup a Joint Study
Group to examine ways to
increase trade to US $ 10 bn by
2010 and to study feasibility of
a Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement
(CECA). The Group finalized its
report after its fourth meeting
in Moscow in July 2007. It has
been agreed that a Joint Task
Force would monitor the
implementation of the
recommendation made in the
Joint Stdy Group Report,
including considering CECA.
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India and South
Asia: Towards a
Benign Hegemony

Rajiv Ranjan Verma

Research Scholar, VKS University, Arrah

South Asia is the epitome of Third World and
occupies juxtaposed problems, assets and culture
with distinguished variance in economics,
scientific and technological levels and factors
accompanying development. In concepts,
ideology and philosophy and hypothesis of
international relations the South Asian
subcontinent interacts with dimensions
uncommon in the developed North. This unit
focus on the security dynamics in the region not
just in military terms but also political, economic
and environmental security.

Traditionally, security has been
conceptualised in terms of protection of state’s
territorial integrity, political independence and
sovereignty. In the post-Cold war period, it is
increasingly being realised that this conception
of security fails to address the issues that arise
from the two dominant treads of the times-
increasing globalisation and rapid fragmentation.
Both are trends which the nation-state is not
particularly suited to deal with. It is in this
context, that the security paradigm was deepened
to focus on not just on the state but on the groups
and interests as well. The notion of security was
broadened to include not only military but
political, economic and social dimensions as well.
These new dimensions are generally categorised
as non-traditional security concerns.

The principal thrust ofthis Unit is to analyze
the dynamics of South Asian security which inter-
alia shall involve discussion on various facets
related to South Asian security. We will first
examine the broad features of the South Asia
region that have a bearing on security and then
proceed to examine the traditional and non-
traditional dimensions of security.

Political Science

Geographically, South Asia is a natural
strategic unit surrounded by the great chain of
mountains- the Himalayas, Karakorum,
Hidukush in the north and by the Indian Ocean
in the south, east and west. Historically from the
earliest times, the peoples of this region have been
intimately linked by race, culture, religion, and
sometimes by political allegiance.

Political boundaries have not been constant
in South Asia. Empires have grown and fallen.
There have been different foci of political
authority, though Delhi has the longest history
of being the imperial capital. The British Empire
in the eighteenth and nineteenth century
encompassed not only what is known as the
region of South Asia but also some region which
is now-a-days part of West and Southeast Asia
regions. It was during this period that the political
boundaries were drawn over contiguous cultural
landmass.

The territorial boundaries of the seven
courtries of the region are thus colonial creations.
The most conspicuous feature on the face of South
Asia is India, a veritable powerhouse in the
region. In size, population, natural resources,
level of economic development, standard of
education, scientific and technological progress,
gross national product and evolution of
democratic political institutions, India is a relative
giant.

In absolute terms, therefore, India is a big
country surrounded by small ones, with the
exception of China. Further, both as a
consequence of geography and history, every
country in South Asia is intimately connected
with India. The same ethnic and religious groups
to which their peoples belong are also found in
India, which is a vast and heterogeneous
country Social organization and styles of
managing the environment are similar between
each South Asian country and its adjoining part
in India; for example, between Nagaland and
northern Burma, West Bengal and Bangladesh,
Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.

Formal boundaries do not, and indeed
cannot, contain the cultural overlap. There are
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matrimonial alliances, family
ties and social associations
across the borders between
India and all of its South Asian
neighbours. For better or worse,
this intermingling of peoples,
cultures, and religions imparts
a familial quality to interstate
relations in South Asia. This is
in  contrast to other
geographical regions including
Europe.

Families are often
disrupted by sibling rivalry and
the identity problems of family
members; so also in South Asia.
Sibling rivalry, with its intricate
causes and bitter consequences,
characterizes many public
stances adopted by India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh
towards each other which have
the longest history of shared
political allegiance. To a large
extent the ruling elites of
Bangladesh, Pakistan and India
resemble sibling rivals. They
contested for the affection and
material rewards handed out
first by the British colonialists,
and then by the imperial
substitutes, the new super
powers, to the detriment of
thirties with each other.

While the sources of conflict
in a region with multi-ethnic
and multi-religious societies are
manifold, broadly, they can be
traced to the colonial legacies,
particularly, the drawing of
political boundaries on a
common cultural landmass and
economic space and to the
political dynamics in these post-
colonial phase. The two geo-
political features of the region,
Indo-centrism  and  the
asymmetry of power and
resources among states in the
have their own role in shaping

the security dynamics in the
region.

Political Dynamics and
Imr-state Conflict

In South Asia, British
colonialism not only acted as a
unifying force but also as a force
creating dissonance and
division. While it brought the
South Aiian countries within
the common colonial system,
colonialism simultaneously
sowed several seeds of discord
which continue to plague
interstate relations in South
Asia even today. The
differences between India and
Pakistan over the two-nation
theory and between Sri Lanka
and India over the nationality
of Tamil plantation workers are
only two outstanding examples
of dissensions among South
Asian states which owe their
origin to British (mis) rule.

The final hasty retreat of the
British and the ensuing
bitterness generated between
the ruling elites of the two
major countries of the region
gravely  disrupted  the
traditional complementarity
and cohesion.

In the post-colonial phase,
the political dynamics in the
countries of the region have
been different owing to
differences in the evolution of
the forces of nationalism, the
socio-cultural set up and the
inherited economic structures.
In India and Sri Lanka politics
have remained generally stable
and evolved smoothly. Other
countries of the region have
witnessed a cycle of democratic
distortions and resurgence.
Pakistan, Nepal and
Bangladesh witnessed erosion

of democratic processes and
assertion of authoritarian
governments in 1958, 1960 and
1975. Bhutan has always
remained a monarchy, though
there are now signs of
democratic processes being
introduced. There was a
democratic resurgence in all
these countries in the early
1990s, but forces of regression
have again been on the
ascendance in Pakistan and
Nepal.

While such political
divergences act as hurdles in
strengthening regional
cooperation, the emergence of
sectarian forces in South Asian
countries in the recent past is
vitiating the intra-state and
interstate relations: It is difficult
to precisely identify the factors
that led to the rise of
authoritarian and sectarian
forces. But, you should note that
the search for ~ e ~ i t imaby;
~th e authoritarian forces (like
in Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh
and Bhutan) and struggle for
democratic power (as in India
and Sri Lanka) has led to the
mobilisation of sectarian
constituencies. The rise of
sectarian forces in the
miltiethnic and multi-religious
societies of South Asia has
alienated the minorities
resulting in the rise of ethnic
and separatist movements. In
Sri Lanka, the Tamil insurgency
since the early 1980s that poses
a challenge to Sri Lankan unity
and entity has resulted from the
politics of ethnic consolidation
of the Sinhalese in the political
stem. In Pakistan, the
separation of Bangladesh was
the consequence of the
dominance of Punjabi ethnicity
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under the grab of the Islamic
state. Similarly, the sense of
deprivation in North Western
Frontier Province, Balochistan
and Sindh as well as the rise of
the Shia and Sunni sectarian
conflict are the result of
alienation caused by over
centralisation and sectarianism.
In Bangladesh, the Chakrna
unrest is a reflection of Bengali
and Islamic assertion. In Nepal,
the Terai movement of the
Maoist insurgency of the late
1990s are manifestations of
protest against the dominance
of hill people, and against a
Hindu state, respectively. In
India, the unrest and ethnic
turmoil in the northeast is a
clear evidence of the failure of
even a secular state to integrate
its socially divergent groups.

Clearly, nation-building
process is still an unfinished
task in the region. Almost all the
countries in the region face the
threat of political
disintegration. Given the ethnic
and religious over lap in the
region, ethnic, religious and
linguistic conflicts in one
country invariably have an
impact in the other country of
the region. The contiguous and
open boundaries allow easy
flow of people, goods and ideas
across the borders interfering
with economic and political
relations. Most of the internal
security crises that plague
South Asian states have a cross-
border dimension, and many
are inter-related. Whether its is
the Maoist insurgency in Nepal,
the persistent ethnic problem in
Sri Lanka, the increasing use of
Bangladeshi territory by
Islamist extremists, the
proliferation of small arms, or

the menace of drug trafficking
and narco-terrorism, each has
significant transnational
dimensions. States in the
region, often accuse each other
of covertly or overtly lending
support to separatist and the
dissident movements.

Indo Centric

With none of the South
Asian countries sharing borders
with each other, except with
and through India, the region is
geopolitically Indocentric in
character. One consequence of
this is that India’s intra-regional
interactions are inherently
bilateral. India cannot avoid
interactions with its neighbows,
while none of its neighbours
have a similar compulsion to
interact with the other South
Asian country, except India. It
is, therefore, not surprising that
India figures prominently in the
interstate problems of the
region.
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Welfare’s Social
Provisions and
Labour
Perspective

Dr. Jai Vardhan
M.A., Labour and Social Welfare

The task faced by modern society is to resolve
the dilemma of achieving both social
responsibility and the creativity that guarantees
the means of its support. In articles that range
from Helen Ginsburg and Marguerite Rosenthal
on the quintessential social democratic model in
Sweden to that of Phineas Baxandall on the
manifest need in Hungary (whose economic
collapse meant that a state presumably founded
on social welfare could no longer provide it), the
authors examine the history and present
circumstances of the ‘welfare state” in nine
countries. In addition to the cogent assessment
of the question posed by the title, the work is
recommended for the wealth of detail that forms
a veritable compendium of social legislative
history within the countries discussed.

Of particular interest to an American is the
greater consensus that Europeans accord the
institution of welfare. Gertrude Goldberg in her
introduction observes that welfare’s aristocratic
origins in the policies of Otto von Bismarck
endow the system with an appeal that transcends
the vicissitudes of party politics. Welfare
antedates parliamentary democracy as it adapts
from earlier aristocratic traditions of civil service
stewardship. Thus, in patrician Sweden where the
civil service had implemented the egalitarian
principles of Social Democracy, welfare has only
recently been challenged, not by traditional
classes but by the global demands of the market
model. Its institutional origins probably account
for Mark Kesselman'’s finding that welfare in
France does not appear to be strongly correlated
to political party agendas. Nor in the United

Kingdom, Jane Millar argues, has the system
deteriorated much despite Margaret Thatcher’s
opposition. The German historic home of welfare
legislation faces current pressure from both the
price stability requirements of the nation’s
prominence in the global economy and the strains
of integrating a former communist state within
its borders. Gerhard Backer and Ute Klammer
note the legacy of the Weimar Republic’s
experience in driving what they describe as the
dismantling of the welfare state.

Two other countries—Japan and Italy —
exhibit features of a welfare system that integrates
preexisting social structures. Masami Nomura
and Kimiko Kimoto on Japan indicate the
uncompensated economic role of the wife. Enrica
Morlicchio, Enrico Pugliese, and Elena Spinelli
find a similar situation in Italy. On the other hand,
the nurturing function of women in Sweden—
particularly child and elder care—has received
modern recognition as socially useful work
because they are taken out of the home and paid
by state programs. Unlike Sweden, the wives in
Japan and Italy remain only indirectly
compensated for their socially sanctioned role.
The architect of the post-Word War II “‘welfare
state,” the model that most clearly comes to mind
when describing its ‘golden age,” is the English
statesman Sir William Beveridge. In 1942, he
proposed a program for post-war income security
that included comprehensive social insurance
and national assistance programs. He advocated
a full employment program. Social insurance was
to be universal, compulsory, and contributory,
and the benefits were at the same flat subsistence
rates for all. The Beveridge plan was hailed as a
landmark in social-security thought with
influences throughout every major country in the
world.

Aspects of the plan are found in both Canada
and the United States occasioned by the duress
of the Great Depression. Nineteenth century
liberalism informs the prevailing attitudes to the
role of government in both countries. Patricia
Evans, for example, notes the paradox resulting
from universal healthcare: although Canada’s
welfare system is considered the more
compassionate, it is actually less well-funded
than that of the United States. Also, ideological
hostility in both countries is muted by welfare
recipients, who themselves become a clientele
with a vested interest in the institution. Goldberg
concludes that the welfare state is beleaguered.
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The Bretton Woods collapse
and consequent inflationary
liquidity caused by every
central bank’s scramble for the
others” currency led to today’s
primary concentration on price
stability. The globalized
banking system constrains
national fiscal policies required
to deal with rising
unemployment. That and an
aging population have
increased welfare costs.
Whether rising costs are viewed
as a problem within the welfare
state or an attack on the
institution itself remains to be
seen, This collection marshals
substantial evidence for a
knowledgeable debate on the
topic.

Self-employed individuals
enjoy benefits related to owning
their own business, including a
sense of autonomy, greater
flexibility in scheduling and
unlimited opportunities for
long-term  growth and
professional development.
However, this freedom comes
with pitfalls. Individuals
working for large companies
may have a greater sense of
security and deeper safety net,
including health insurance,
retirement options and
relatively stable income.

To counteract this disparity,
self-employed workers can take
advantage of social welfare
benefits designed to help
stabilize self-employed
workers’ lives. These include
options for health care, food
procurement and business
development. Self-employed
workers may be eligible for
social welfare benefits related to
health insurance, according to
the National Center for Health
Statistics. Additionally,
between 1990 and 1994, some
states passed laws requiring
health insurance carriers to

offer affordable health

insurance coverage to self-
employed workers. California,
Florida and Washington,
among other states, established
pools for small businesses to
purchase affordable coverage.

For example, the
Washington State Health
Insurance Pool is for
individuals whose high-risk
insurance backgrounds prevent
them from being accepted into
traditional health insurance
pools and for others who cannot
afford traditional health
insurance—such as self-
employed workers. In 1993,
between 4 and 5 percent of non-
elderly self-employed workers
took advantage of social
welfare benefits related to
health care, according to a
National Center for Health
Statistics study. Self-employed
workers also gained increased
tax deductibility benefits to
mitigate the cost of privately-
purchased health insurance,
following the 1996 passage of
the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act.
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Globalization and
Human
Trafficking

Rajeev Kumar Rai

M.A., Labour and Social Welfare
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Globalization demands that social workers
embrace more than just local and national
perspectives; they must adopt an international
viewpoint as well. A negative aspect of
globalization that deserves more attention is the
international movement of labour. This paper
presents a description and analysis of trafficking,
the more deleterious part of this movement of
people, in a global context.

Decision makers seeking to make global
migration more humane need to know about the
dynamics and process of trafficking, as well as
ways to combat it. Definitional controversies,
contextual issues (including the dynamics and
processes of trafficking), and consequences of this
movement for individuals and societies are
discussed. Implications for social work are also
presented.

Globalization has resulted in an
unprecedented flow of capital, goods and
services, and labour into every continent and
nearly every country in the world. Although
much has been written on capital flows and
emerging markets (Friedman, 2000), not as much
attention has been given to the tremendous flow
of people seeking work outside of their home
countries. Indeed, in 2006 the International
Organization for Migration estimated that there
were more than 191 million immigrants

worldwide (IOM, 2006).

Immigrants are frequently treated as
outsiders in their host countries and not afforded
the same protection and rights as citizens
(Engstrom, 2006; Aleinikoff & Klusmeyer, 2002).

In part because of their outsider status,
immigrants are particularly vulnerable to
exploitation and other harms, and nowhere is this
more apparent than in human trafficking, a
violation of basic human rights that is aptly
viewed as a modern form of slavery. Human
trafficking represents perhaps the worst form of
labour exploitation and can be regarded as one
of the dark sides of globalization.

Trafficking supplies human beings for
prostitution, sweatshop labour, street begging,
domestic work, marriage, adoption, agricultural
work, construction, armed conflicts (child
soldiers), and other forms of exploitive labour or
services. Estimating with any accuracy the
number of victims of human trafficking is a
daunting task, so much so that the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime stated that such a
“statistical goal may prove to be unachievable”
(UNODGC, 2006, p. 45).

Methodological problems have not, however,
prevented organizations and scholars from
offering widely ranging estimates. For example,
a 2005 report by the International Labour
Organization said that there were approximately
12,300,000 victims in forced labour in the world
(ILO, 2005), while Bales (2005) offered an estimate
of 27 million. There is general agreement that the
majority of persons trafficked are female, perhaps
nearly 80 percent (UNODC, 2006).

Labour exploitation of trafficked persons is
hugely profitable. One estimate places the global
profits at approximately $32 billion annually
(Feingold, 2005). The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (US DHHS) described
trafficking as the fastest growing criminal
industry in the world (2004). Among illegal
enterprises, trafficking is second only to drug
dealing, and tied with the illegal arms industry,
in its ability to generate dollars.

Human trafficking is both a global problem
and a domestic problem. The United States is a
major receiver of trafficked persons: It is
estimated that 15,000 to 50,000 of internationally
trafficked victims arrive in the United States each
year (United States Department of State [US
DOS], 2005; US DHHS, 2004; UNODC, 2006).
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Trafficked victims can be found
in various sectors of the U.S.
economy, including prosti-
tution, sweatshops, factories,
and service industry work (US
DHHS, 2004). These data
demonstrate the scope of the
problem.

Human trafficking is a
highly underreported crime
and victims can be extremely
difficult to identify (Hopper,
2004). Due to the criminal,
secretive nature of human
trafficking, victims are often
hidden in brothels, homes, and
businesses. Moreover, law
enforcement, social workers,
health care professionals, and
other authorities rarely
encounter victims of human
trafficking, both because they
are frequently unaware of how
to identify potential victims and
because victims are
intentionally kept out of sight
(Diaz, 2006).

Even if victims do come
into contact with law
enforcement or social services,
they are usually reluctant to ask
for help, partly as a result of
psychological coercion but also
because they fear retribution
from the trafficker (United
States Department of Justice
[US DOJ], 2006). Many victims
come from countries with
oppressive governments and
are therefore fearful of any type
of government official or
authority figure (Human Rights
Center, 2004).

Those who are trafficked
are among the most vulnerable
and exploited individuals in the
new global economy that
spawned this phenomenon.
Now more than ever, social

workers need a global
perspective (Healy, 2001) to
understand the issues that are
contributing to international
migration, including the
problem and dynamics of
human trafficking.

Social workers need to
recognize that some of the
thousands of trafficked people
in the United States will end up
as our clients in emergency
rooms, domestic violence
shelters, mental health facilities,
and child welfare systems. To
intervene effectively, social
workers must become aware of
the realities of trafficking.
Decision makers seeking to
make global migration more
humane also need to know
about the dynamics and process
of trafficking, as well as ways
to combat it. It is within this
framework — of trafficking in a
global context— that this paper
is presented.

Defining trafficking can be
difficult. There is no single,
universally accepted definition
of trafficking (Arnold &
Bertone, 2002; IMO, 2000).
Trafficking is often confused
with smuggling or illegal
immigration; it is not
synonymous with either, but
may involve both. Smuggling
can be defined as “the
facilitation, transportation,
attempted transportation, or
illegal entry of a person or
persons across an international
border in violation of American
immigration laws” (US DOJ,
2006, pp. 9-10).

Sometimes smuggling can
turn into trafficking: for
example, when people pay to be
smuggled into a country, but

once there, find that they owe a
large debt and are not free to
leave. Human traffickers and
human smugglers often work
together to supply the U.S.
labour market with workers
(Cole, 2005).

Definitions of trafficking
found in international and
national law emphasize the
elements of deception, fraud,
and coercion for the purpose of
exploitation. The UN defines
human trafficking as:

The recruitment, transportation,
transfer, harbouring or receipt of
persons, by means of threat or
use of force or other forms of
coercion, of abduction, of fraud,
of deception, of the abuse of power
or of a position of vulnerability
or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve
the consent of a person having
control over another person, for
the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a
minimum, ... the prostitution of
others or other forms of sexual
exploitation, forced labour or
services, slavery or practices
similar to slavery, servitude or
the removal of organs (LN, 2000,
art. 3).

The protocol further
specifies that consent of the
person being trafficked is
irrelevant. The protocol affords
trafficked persons the status of
victims even if they are
involved in illegal activities.
The UN Trafficking Protocol
has received widespread
international support, with 117
signatories (The Future Group,
2006).

The debate within the field
reflects honest definitional
disagreements: for example,
over the extent to which
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coercion and exploitation are
necessary elements and
whether a national border need
be crossed for an activity to be
labelled trafficking (Mekong
Region Law Center, 1999). The
lack of a common, accepted
definition has resulted in much
confusion on how governments
and nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) ought to
respond, confusion about these
entities’ roles, and difficulty in
getting accurate counts of the
numbers of trafficked persons.

Definitional issues over
human trafficking are further
compounded when one
examines specific areas of
labour exploitation. Prosti-
tution provides perhaps the
best and most studied example
of the tension over an
operational definition of the
term. Prostitution arouses
major concern because it is
usually an illegal activity and
carries stigmas that make it
more difficult for the trafficked
to escape than other types of
work. Prostitution is also likely
to involve the most vulnerable
segments of the population:
women and children (Derks,
2000; Hollingsworth, 2003);
however, it is important to note
that significant numbers of
males are also trafficked as sex
workers (Leuchtag, 2003).

Most anti-trafficking
advocates, service providers,
and policy makers believe that
all those involved in the sex
trade are coerced in some way.
They argue that prostitution
cannot be regarded as a rational
choice, because too often it is a
forced choice by those who
have no alternatives for

economic survival (Leidholdt,
2003). Advocates for trafficked
women also stress the issue of
exploitation, because traffickers
know how to take advantage of
a victim’s vulnerability.

For example, foreign
women may agree to enter
another as entertainers, but
then find themselves
functionally helpless in a
country with a culture far
different from their own, where
they are subject to economic
pressures and race and gender
oppression that may drive them
without overt coercion into the
sex trade. Women may even
agree to be trafficked for
prostitution, but when they
arrive at their destination they
find the conditions to be much
worse than they had agreed to
or been promised —but they
have no way to get out of the
deal gone bad or return home.

In contrast, some advocates
for women perceive that the
issue of trafficking has been
used to focus unwanted,
unneeded attention on women
who have voluntarily chosen to
become sex workers, and claim
that some trafficked prostitutes
might not agree with the victim
label (Biemann, 2005). In the
opinion of these commentators,
many women who are
classified as trafficked have
made rational decisions to do
sex work, and do not require
“rescue.” These advocates
emphasize the need to educate
sex workers about safe sex
practices and to monitor the
working conditions in brothels
and massage parlours
(Engstrom, Minas, Espinoza, &
Jones, 2004).
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Religious
Stratification: Its
Origins, Persistence
and Consequences

Anand Vardhan
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As sociologists, our job is to study social
structures and processes. One of the things we
have studied most is social stratification, the
vertical ranking of individuals and groups in
terms of their access to power, privilege, and
prestige (Lenski 1966). Power is a largely political
concept having to do with people’s ability to get
their way even when opposed by others. Privilege
refers to economic resources, such as inherited
wealth and the income people derive from work.
Prestige reflects the amount of honour and respect
given to factors such as different amounts of
education, private and public schooling, and
white collar and blue collar jobs. We are all
familiar with studies documenting the vertical
ranking of religious groups. Pyle (2006) has
shown how religious families (such as “liberal
Protestants,” “conservative Protestants,”
Catholics, and Jews) rank in education,
occupational prestige, and income. Smith and
Faris (2005) published a similar analysis
comparing specific Protestant denominations.
Keister’s (2006) book Getting Rich ranks religions
in term of their members” wealth. Such rankings
routinely appear in introductory textbooks in
sociology and the sociology of religion.

The existence of these rankings is not in
dispute. But the interpretation of them is. First,
there is the question of origins: under what
conditions does religious stratification arise? Most
sociologists believe it has more to do with factors
such as race, class, and gender than religion (e.g.,
Rothman 2005). They assume that these other
factors are ascribed and, therefore, can not be
changed, but that religion is purely a matter of
personal choice (if your religion is holding you
back, you can easily switch to one that does not).

Sociology

They also think religious affiliation is not as
visible —and therefore not as useful —as race,
class, and gender in deciding who should, or
should not, have access to social rewards. They
assume that religion is of little or no social
significance in modern society and that people’s
religious affiliations do not matter as much as
they used to. Thus, they argue, any correlation is
either spurious or due to the effect that access to
resources has on religion, not the effect that
religion has on access to resources. When they
do consider religion, they usually frame the issue
in terms of the Protestant ethic thesis (Weber 1958;
Lenski 1961).

I believe religion has more to do with the
origins of religious stratification than many
colleagues think. For one thing, religion is an
ascribed quality for most people: the vast
majority of Americans never change their
religion, even when it would be in their interest
to do so (Fischer and Hout 2006; Kosmin and
Keysar 2006). @ All you have to do is watch the
news on TV or read the newspapers to know that
religion and religious affiliation still matter to
people. Also, as Keister (2003, 2006), Pyle (2006),
and others have shown, religion affects people’s
access to resources, even after other factors are
taken into account. But, its effects can not be
explained in terms of the Protestant ethic thesis,
which is seriously flawed. It does not address the
denominational differences among Protestants,
and it does not take Jews and other religious
traditions into account. It focuses on the groups’
religious values, but ignores their worldly self-
interests. It treats religious groups as separate
entities, which they are not (historically,
theologically, or sociologically). It assumes that
groups are able to act without opposition from
other groups, which simply is not true. It assumes
that groups are able to act without opposition
from other groups, which simply is not true. It
blames the victims, which we are not willing to
do in studies of race, class, and gender. And, as
numerous reviews of the literature indicate, the
evidence simply does not support the theory (e.g.,
Bouma 1973; Greeley 1964). We need to find
another way to explain the origins of religious
stratification.

Second, how does religious stratification

persist and change over time? Many sociologists
emphasize the amount of change that has taken
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place in religious ranking over
the course of U.S. history (e.g.,
Hammond 1992; Warner 2006).
They argue that many of the
conditions that fostered
differences between religious
groups on more equal footing.
They point to the fact that our
laws no longer permit religious
establishments and religious
discrimination the way they did
200 to 300 years ago. I also take
issue with this argument. In
underestimates the tenacity of
stratification in general and
religious stratification in
particular. It also puts too much
emphasis on laws and
overlooks other factors that
contribute to the persistence of
inequalities based on religion.
We need to account for change,
but we also need to explain why
some groups are at essentially
the same rank they were at two
or three centuries ago.

Third, what effect does
religious stratification have on
society, if any? Some
sociologists believe it is of little
or no consequence, because —in
their view —religion has
nothing to do with it. Others
have a functionalist view,
believing religious stratification
is a good thing. For example,
Baltzell (1964) felt that our
society benefited from having a
Protestant Establishment and
suffers from not having one any
more (Baltzell and
Schneiderman 2001).

Once again, I beg to differ.
At least some of the ranking is
related to religion, and its
effects are more negative than
positive. Just as inequalities
based on race, class and gender
destabilize society, so do
inequalities based on religion.
We know that racial, class, and
gender stratification produce

assume that religious
stratification does not same
thing?

Some former and current
grad students and I have
pursued these three issues in
several recent studies (Coe and
Davidson 2007; Davidson 1985,
1994; Davidson, et al. 2005;
Davidson and Pyle 2005;
Davidson, et al. 1995; Morgan
and Davidson 2007; Pyle 1996;
Pyle and Davidson 2003; Pyle
and Koch 2001; Soper and
Davidson 2007). l would like to
share some of our findings.
First, I will briefly outline the
approach we are using. Then, I
will summarize what we have
learned about the origins of
religious stratification in
America’s colonial period, offer
some new observations about
how it has persisted and
changed, and introduce some
thoughts about how it
destabilizes society. WhenIam
finished, I will say a couple of
words about future research,
including research at the meso-
and micro-levels. Given the
theme of the 2007 annual
meeting, I will conclude with a
few thoughts about building a
more just and equal society.

Our Approach

We wanted a macro-level
approach that would allow us
to link studies of stratification
based on race, class, gender —
and religion. We believe that
conflict theory allows us to do
that better than other
approaches. It has produced
robust interpretations of
inequalities related to race,
class, and gender (anderson and
Massey 2004; Crompton and
Mann 1986; Geschwender 1978;
Huber 1986; Nerad 1999). We
think it can do the same for

Basically, we are using a
Weberian —not a Marxian—
version of conflict theory
(Landry 2007; Rothman 2005;
Pyle 1996). We assume that
society is in constant turmoil.
The main reason for this is the
co-existence of different races,
classes, genders, and religions.
Under certain conditions, these
groups develop unequal access
to power, privilege, and
prestige. The groups that get
the upper hand try to pass laws,
develop ideologies, and create
customs aimed at preserving
their advantages over others. Of
course, they encounter
opposition, but to the extent
that they succeed, inequality is

transformed into a more
permanent pattern of
stratification.
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Secularity: West
and East

Amit Kumar

There now exists a body of thought in the
historical and social sciences that has, quite
accurately, been called secularization theory. This
theory, of course, has not been without its critics,
but even for them it has served as a useful foil for
various explorations of the fate of religion in the
contemporary world. Most broadly,
secularization theory proposes a positive
relationship between modernity and secularity,
in the sense that modernization has brought
about a decline in the importance of religion both
on the level of institutions and on the level of
individual consciousness. In other words,
secularization theory proposes a certain view of
the way in which modernity has acted upon
religion. It is important to point out, however,
that there is another aspect of secularization
theory, which deals not with the effects but with
the roots of modernity. This version of
secularization theory proposes that modern
secularity, however inimical it might now to
toward religion, has religious roots itself. In other
words, itis here proposed that religion has served
as a causal factor in the genesis of modernity. This
proposition (which, incidentally, has had an
interesting career within recent Christian
theology) refers specifically to the allegedly
secularizing consequences of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition. It is paradoxical, even ironic
view of western history, the alleged secularizing
consequences, of course, are deemed to have been
unintended and unanticipated. In any case, these
two aspects of the problem of modern secularity,
though distinct, are very much related, indeed
intertwined. This interrelation of the two aspects
becomes particularly clear as one moves from
West to East in one’s thinking, as [ will try to show
in what follows.

Secularization theory, of course, originated

in the context of Western scholarship, and this
provenance has inevitably affected the way in

Sociology

which the theory has been applied to Eastern
cultures. This is not at all to attribute
ethnocentrism or cultural arrogance to the
Western scholars in question; in most instances
such a suggestion would be grossly unfair. Also,
no agreement is implied here with the currently
widespread notion that cultures can only be
properly studied by insiders; on the contrary, the
outsider often perceives things that the insider
overlooked. All the same, one must ask whether
the application of secularization theory to Eastern
cultures has not resulted in distorted or
misleading perceptions because these cultures,
and the religious traditions pertaining to them,
were observed through, as it were, Western
eyeglasses.

These considerations apply to the view of
Western historians and social scientists of any
number of non-Western cultures (thus there has
been a vigorous controversy in recent years
concerning the view of the Islamic world in
Western scholarship ). It seems to me that a
particularly important issue in this connection is
the view of the relation of modernity and religion
in the cultures of Eastern Asia. The reason for
saying this is simple but far-reaching: Eastern
Asia, I believe, is the only region in the non-
Western world in which a new, fully developed
and distinctive modernity is taking shape. Putting
it concisely: Until very recently, when one tried
to understand modernity, there was only one case
to deal with — the West and its effects on the rest
of the world. Or, if one prefers: Modernization
and Westernization were virtually identical
processes. This is no longer so. One now has, at
any rate, two cases to deal with — Western (and
Western-style) modernity on the one hand, and
the new modernity of Eastern Asia on the other.
Science thrives on comparison. In this as in other
areas of analysis, therefore, testing Western-
derived theories against the realities of Eastern
Asia is likely to be a productive undertaking.

The undertaking should be of interest to
many people who are not very much concerned
with religious issues per se. Eastern Asia is a
region of rapidly increasing importance in the
contemporary world. The main reason for this,
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of course, is what can aptly be
called the East-Asian economic
miracle. Its hub is Japan, which
remains to date the only non-
Western country to have joined
the ranks of advanced
industrial societies (and which,
quite possibly, may soon lead
those ranks economically and
technologically). But Japan is no
longer alone in the religion’s
economic dynamism. There are
the booming societies of South
Korea, Taiwan, Hongkong and
Singapore, together
constituting the most dramatic
success stories (at least
economically speaking) in the
Third World. There are
indications that the same
dynamism is at work in several
Southeast Asian societies
beyond Singapore, though, for
a number of reasons, it is as yet
somewhat premature to speak
of success stories. There
remains the vast question of the
future relation of the People’s
Republic of China to the
economic dynamism on it
doorsteps. In any case, even if
one limits oneself to Japan and
the aforementioned four
societies, the question of the
distinctive features of their
economic development is of
very great importance. The
question must necessarily touch
on cultural factors, and among
these religion and religiously
derived morality. The present
topic, then, is not just for
specialists in the field of
religion.

Needless to say, the topic is
highly complex. It is necessary
to say that I can claim no
expertise on the cultures and
religious traditions of Eastern
Asia. I do feel qualified,

however, to raise questions in
this area, even if I must leave it
to others to suggest answers.
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THEWORLDOFCHEMISTRY
By Dr. Sapna Kumari

Chemistry is the science concerned with the
composition, structure, and properties of
matter, as well as the changes it undergoes
during chemical reactions. It is a physical
science for studies of various atoms, molecules,
crystals and other aggregates of matter whether
in isolation or combination, which incorporates
the concepts of energy and entropy in relation
to the spontaneity of chemical processes.
Modern chemistry evolved out of alchemy
following the chemical revolution.
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Electronic Commerce
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Economics
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Knowledge Economics in a Post-
Capitalist Global Economy

“Knowledge remains an infuriatingly vague
subject to write about-let alone sell. Telling a
reasonably effective company that it should focus on
“knowledge creation” is rather like telling an orchestra

2

that it should concentrate on “music making””.
The Economist, 1997

On the macroeconomic scale, knowledge is
also the focus of analysis of the “new” dynamics
of the global economy. In an era of globalized,
highly-mobile financial capital, multinational
corporations can essentially “arbitrage” across
national borders to find the best firms to integrate
into their mode of production. Reich (1991) writes
that in the new “global web” of enterprise,
“power and wealth flow to groups that have
accumulated the most valuable skills in problem-
solving, problem-identifying, and strategic
brokering”. Drucker (1991) claims that this
globalization of enterprise and economic
transactions is transforming the world economy
from capitalism to a “post-capitalist society.”

Capitalism and post-capitalism

“Our plan is to lead the public with new products
rather than ask them what kind of products they want.
The public does not know what is possible, but we do.
So instead of doing a lot of market research, we refine
our thinking on a product and its use an d try to create
a market for it by educating and communicating with
the public.”

Akio Morita, Chairman, Sony Corporation

In a capitalist society, wealth flows to those
who control the flow of financial capital. In the
early days of manufacturing, the capital
requirements of production facilities were

Commerce

modest, allowing the accumulation of physical
capital to be financed internally by the increased
production afforded by factory methods.

But as the technologies of production grew
more sophisticated and their resource demands
increased, economies of scale emerged. This
placed greater emphasis on the ability of
enterprises to access financial capital. Also, as
noted by Chandler (1977), the rise of an entirely
new class of industry, namely communications
and transportation firms, required distributed
facilities and closely-coordinated. Since financial
capital is now widely available across them the
development of these enterprises. The
development of public capital markets increased
the range of tools and the breadth of skills which
managers could use to acquire financing. This has
led to the rise of financial markets of such
tremendous sophistication that humans can
navigate these environments only with the aid of
computers. In turn, managers are concerned that
their actions are now dictated by financial forces
beyond their control; they are no longer able to
channel financial capital, but instead are beholden
to its demands.

In post-capitalist economics, wealth flows not
to those who control financial capital, but to those
who can acquire and direct intellectual capital.
Since financial capital is now widely available
across the world, effective money management
is only one skill necessary to the success of firms.
The increased velocity of commerce (especially
electronic commerce) and competition demands
multi-faceted expertise from a firm. In fact, the
changes in the world economy are placing
requirements of skills and resources that often
exceed those of a single enterprise, necessitating
the formation of multiple alliances to ensure that
the members of each alliance can marshall the
intellectual capabilities to deal with the
complexities of their environment. Only through
the judicious and experienced application of
knowledge can firms hope to outperform their
counterparts and achieve sustained competitive
advantages.

The post-capitalist knowledge-based
economy operates with dynamics which differ
radically from those assumed by neo-classical
economics. First, unlike other forms of capital,
intellectual capital is not only unevenly
distributed, but it tends to grow without physical
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limits. A firm which captures
and exercises unique
knowledge cap abilities will
tend to attract more expert
employees, thus exhibiting
“increasing returns to scale.”
According to Arthur (1996), this
dynamic leads to a new form of
economics, namely knowledge
economics, thatis very different
from traditional, process-o
riented economics. He notes
that “they call for different
management techniques,
strategies, and codes of
government regulation”.

Second, in traditional
economics, free markets are the
purest form of economic
organization, and competition
between diverse enterprises
provides the “invisible hand”
which Adam Smith (1776)
claimed would guide market
participants to mutual gains
through trade. However, free
market efficiency is predicated
on numerous  stylized
assumptions, including perfect
information symmetry

provided by price signals.

We now know that prices
do not perfectly capture all
information relevant to a
transaction, leading in some
cases to the use of bureaucratic
organizations to conduct
transactions (Williamson, 1985).
Since information is often not
distributed symmetrically,
knowledge (which is based
upon information) is also
concentrated unevenly.
Therefore, in knowledge-based
markets, pure competition may
not result in the most efficient
solution. A direct corollary is
that while a lack of competition
is assumed to be a market
failure in traditional economics,
it may be an optimal solution
in certain situations in
knowledge-based economics.
Third, the forms of organization

in knowledge-based economies
differ from those in traditional
markets. Chandler (1977) shows
how mass production and mass
distribution required a level of
coordination best handled by
bureaucratic mechanisms with
in the firm. Transaction cost
economics, as described in
Williamson (1985), suggests
that the “visible hand of
management,” in Chandler’s
terminology, will supercede the
invisible hand of the market
when the dimensions of the
transactions, such as asset
specificity, transaction duration
or recurrence, complexity, and
measurement problems, create
a situation where internal
coordination and control can
govern those transactions more
efficiently than market
mechanisms.

A key assumption of
transaction cost economics is
that individual opportunism
will require coercive control
and monitoring to ensure
economic efficiency in such
transactions (Ghoshal and
Moran, 1996). If opportunism is
not assumed in all cases, or if
opportunism is exercised along
a continuum instead of
assumed as an absolute, it is
possible for other forms of
organization to emerge,
including internal markets
(Halal, 1996) and hybrid

organizations.

Andy Grove, Chairman,
Intel Corporation

In its 1993 Agenda for
Action and its 1995 Agenda for
Cooperation, the Clinton
Administration laid out its
vision of the issues involved in
promoting the spread and use
of the National Information
Infrastructure (NII) and the
Global Information Infra-
structure (GII). In July 1997, the

Administration plans to release
another landmark report titled
“A Framework for Global
Electronic Commerce”, that will
outline the key domestic and
international policies that will
allow the Internet to develop
and extend throughout the
world at the core of NII and GII.

The five key principles of
the upcoming report are:

a. The private sector should
lead in the development
of NII and GII.

b. Governments should
avoid undue restrictions
on electronic commerce.

c. Where a governmental
involvement is needed, its
aim should be to support
and enforce a predictable,
minimalist, consitstent
and simple legal environ-
ment for commerce.

d. Governments should
recognize the unique
qualities of the Internet.

e. Electronic commerce over
the Internet should be
facilitated on an
international basis.

Furthermore, the report
focuses on nine areas where
international agreements and/
or guidelines could facilitate the
growth of electronic commerce
by creating a predictable,
market-oriented commercial
framework:

a. financial issues
i. customs and taxation

ii. electronic payment
systems
b. legal issues
iili. uniform commercial

code for electronic
commerce

iv. intellectual property
protection

V. privacy
vi. security

YGaidhanliki

(144) /February, 2010



c. market access issues

vii. telecommunications
infrastructure and
interoperability

viii. content

ix. technical standards.

Beyond the policy-making

level, three key issues that will
determine the long term
viability of electronic commerce
are:

a. technological feasibility:
the extent to which
technology — bandwidth
availability and informa-
tion reliability, tractabi-
lity, and security — will be
able to sustain exponen-
tially increasing demands
worldwide.

b. socio-cultural acceptabi-
lity: the extent to which
different cultures and
ways of doing business
worldwide will accomo-
date this new mode of
transacting in terms of its
nature (not face-to-face),
speed, asynchroneity, and
uni-dimensionality of
transactions.

c. business profitability: the
extent to which this new
way of doing business will
allow for profit margins to
exist at all: no
intermediaries, instant
access to sellers, global
reach of buyers. It is of
course too early to pass
judgment on any of these
points: the technology is
truly very young and also
expanding so quickly that
technology maturation is
proceeding very slowly
(Carayannis, 1996).

Moreover, the significance
of privacy, security, and
intellectual property rights
protection as predicates for the
successful diffusion, adoption,
and commercial success of

internet-related technologies
both for the US and worldwide,
especially in places with less
democratic political insitutions
and free-market economies, is
continually increasing.

The differentiation between
the internet as a global network
of computer networks and the
intranets, corporate-based
computer networks that are
protected by “firewalls” and
involve well-defined
communities as potentially
more promising technology
platforms for fostering internet-
related commerce (Intranet
commerce has surpassed
Internet commerce in terms of
revenue and already more then
half of the Web sites worldwide
are commercial in nature).

Strategic alliances such as
the alliance of Cybercash with
Netscape to post Cybercash’s
electronic wallet on the internet
for using its electronic money or
“cheets” to facilitate electronic
commerce. More than 100
banks are supporting this
technology and its users can
have moneys in deducted from
their accounts automatically
while the security of the
transactions is guaranteed.

Entry of new competitors
such as the cyber market set up
by Federal Express to allow
commercial cyber-transactions:
Fedex believes it is in the
business of hauling information
not just traditional mail
packages. The industry has
defined e-commerce too
narrowly: many consumers
reach a decision to buy on the
Web and then buy using some
other route (The Economist,
1997).

The online leaders are not
the traditional commercial
giants of the physical world, but
outsiders who often had no

prior experience about the
markets they chose to enter.

Areas of business endeavor
where electronic commerce
matters (The Economist, 1997):

1. Financial services

2. Sex

3. Travel

4. Retailing

5. Music

6. Cars (Auto-by-tel)

7. Advertising & Marketing

8. Books (Amazon.com)

9. Business-to-Business
commerce

10. Business-to-Government

commerce.

General Electric is doing $1
billion annually with 1,400 of its
suppliers through its Trading
Process Network (TPN) Web
site and has thus lowered the
cost of business between 5 and
20% with 15% of the orders
going abroad. With $30 billion
annual purchases, GE “can use
its purchasing power to pull
entire industries into electronic
commerce” (The Economist,

1997).
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In Jainism, karma is the basic principle within
an overarching psycho-cosmology, in which
human moral actions form the basis of the
transmigration of the soul (Java)—constrained
within the temporal world —until one achieves
liberation (mokca) from this cycle, by following a
path of purification. In Jain philosophy, karma
not only encompasses the causality of
transmigration, but is also conceived of as an
extremely subtle matter, which infiltrates the
soul —obscuring its natural, transparent and pure
qualities. Karma is thought of as a kind of
pollution, that taints the soul with various
colours. Based on its karma, a soul undergoes
transmigration and reincarnates in various states
of existence —like heavens or hells, or as humans
or animals.

Jains cite inequalities, sufferings, and pain as
evidence for the existence of karma. Jain texts
have classified the various types of karma
according to their effects on the potency of the
soul. The Jain theory seeks to explain the karmic
process by specifying the various causes of
karmic influx and bondage (bandha), placing
equal emphasis on deeds themselves, and the
intentions behind those deeds. The Jain karmic
theory attaches great responsibility to individual
actions, and eliminates any reliance on some
supposed existence of divine grace or retribution.
The Jain doctrine also states that it is possible for
us to both modify our karma, and to obtain
release from it, through the austerities of purity
of conduct. Most scholars are of the view that
the doctrine of karma predates the migration of
Indo-Aryan peoples, later being developed by the
ZramaGas, and finally being assimilated into
brahmanical Hinduism, by the time of the
Upanicads. The Jain concept of karma has been
subject to criticism from rival Indian

philosophies —like Vedic Hinduism, Buddhism,
and Sekhya.

Philosophical Overview

According to Jains, all souls are intrinsically
pure in their inherent and ideal state, possessing
the qualities of infinite knowledge, infinite
perception, infinite bliss and infinite energy.
However, in contemporary experience, these
qualities are found to be defiled and obstructed,
on account of the association of these souls with
karma. The soul has been associated with karma
in this way throughout an eternity of
beginningless time. This bondage of the soul is
explained in the Jain texts by analogy with gold
ore, which —in its natural state —is always found
unrefined of admixture with impurities.
Similarly, the ideally pure state of the soul has
always been overlaid with the impurities of
karma. This analogy with gold ore is also taken
one step further: the purification of the soul can
be achieved if the proper methods of refining are
applied. Over the centuries, Jain monks have
developed a large and sophisticated corpus of
literature describing the nature of the soul,
various aspects of the working of karma, and the
ways and means of attaining mokca.

Material Theory

Jainism speaks of karmic “dirt”, as karma is
thought to be manifest as very subtle and
microscopically imperceptible particles
pervading the entire universe. They are so small
that one space-point — the smallest possible extent
of space —contains an infinite number of karmic
particles. It is these karmic particles that adhere
to the soul and affect its natural potency. This
material karma is called dravya karma; and the
resultant emotions — pleasure, pain, love, hatred,
and so on—experienced by the soul are called
bhava karma, psychic karma. The relationship
between the material and psychic karma is that
of cause and effect.

The material karma gives rise to the feelings
and emotions in worldly souls, which —in turn—
give rise to psychic karma, causing emotional
modifications within the soul. These emotions, yet
again, result in influx and bondage of fresh
material karma. Jains hold that the karmic matter
is actually an agent that enables the consciousness
to act within the material context of this universe.
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They are the material carrier of
a soul’s desire to physically
experience this world. When
attracted to the consciousness,
they are stored in an interactive
karmic field called krmana
rarira, which emanates from the
soul. Thus, karma is a subtle
matter surrounding the
consciousness of a soul. When
these two components—
consciousness and ripened
karma —interact, the soul
experiences life as known in the
present material universe.

Self Regulating
Mechanism

According to Indologist
Robert J. Zydenbos, karma is a
system of natural laws, where
actions that carry moral
significance are considered to
cause certain consequences in
the same way as physical
actions. When one holds an
apple and then lets it go, the
apple will fall. There is no
judge, and no moral judgment
involved, since this is a
mechanical consequence of the
physical action. In the same
manner, consequences occur
naturally when one utters a lie,
steals something, commits
senseless violence or leads a life
of debauchery. Rather than
assume that these
consequences —the moral
rewards and retributions —are
a work of some divine judge,
Jains believe that there is an
innate moral order in the
cosmos, self-regulating through
the workings of the law of
karma.

Morality and ethics are
important in Jainism not
because of a God, but because
a life led in agreement with
moral and ethical principles
(mahavrata) is considered
beneficial: it leads to a

decrease —and finally to the
total loss of —karma, which in
turns leads to everlasting
happiness. The Jain conception
of karma takes away the
responsibility for salvation
from God and bestows it on
man himself. In the words of the
Jain scholar, J. L. Jaini:

Jainism, more than any
other creed, gives absolute
religious independence and
freedom to man. Nothing can
intervene between the actions
which we do and the fruits
thereof. Once done, they
become our masters and must
fructify. As my independence is
great, so my responsibility is co-
extensive with it. I can live as I
like; but my voice is irrevocable,
and I cannot escape the
consequences of it. No God, his
Prophet or his deputy or
beloved can interfere with
human life. The soul, and it
alone is responsible for all it
does.

Predominance of Karma
According to Jainism,
karmic consequences are
unerringly certain and
inescapable. No divine grace
can save a person from
experiencing them. Only the
practice of austerities and self-
control can modify or alleviate
the consequences of karma.
Even then, in some cases, there
is no option but to accept karma
with equanimity. The second-
century Jain text, Bhagavati
Aradhana (verse no. 1616) sums
up the predominance of karma
in Jain doctrine: “There is
nothing mightier in the world
than karma; karma tramples
down all powers, as an elephant
a clump of lotuses.” This
predominance of karma is a
theme often explored by Jain
ascetics in the literature they

have produced, throughout all
centuries. Paul Dundas notes
that the ascetics often used
cautionary tales to underline
the full karmic implications of
morally incorrect modes of life,
or excessively intense
emotional  relationships.
However, he notes that such
narratives were often softened
by concluding statements about
the transforming effects of the
protagonists” pious actions, and
their eventual attainment of
liberation.

The biographies of the
exploits of legendary persons
like Rama (Rma) and Krishna,
in the Jain versions of the
Ramayana and Mahabharata,
also have karma as one of the
major themes. The major
events, characters and
circumstances are explained by
reference to their past lives,
with examples of specific
actions of particular intensity in
one life determining events in
the next. Jain texts narrate how
even Mahavira, the 24th
tirthaGkara (ford-maker), had to
bear the brunt of his previous
karma before attaining kevala
Junin (enlightenment). He
attained it only after bearing
twelve years of severe austerity
with detachment. The cranga
Sktra speaks of how Mahavira
bore his karma with complete
equanimity, as follows.

He was struck with a stick,
the fist, a lance, hit with a fruit,
a clod, a potsherd. Beating him
again and again many cried.
When he once sat without
moving his body many cut his
flesh, tore his hair under pain,
or covered him with dust.
Throwing him up they let him
fall, or disturbed him in his
religious postures; abandoning
the care of his body, the
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Venerable One humbled
himself and bore pain, free from
desires.

Reincarnation and
Transmigration

Karma forms a central and
fundamental part of Jain faith,
being intricately connected to
other of its philosophical
concepts like transmigration,
reincarnation, liberation, non-
violence (ahics) and non-
attachment, among others.
Actions are seen to have
consequences: some immediate,
some delayed, even into future
incarnations. So the doctrine of
karma is not considered simply
in relation to one life-time, but
also in relation to both future
incarnations and past lives.
Uttaradhyayana-Sutra 3.3-4
states: “The Jiva or the soul is
sometimes born in the world of
gods, sometimes in hell.
Sometimes it acquires the body
of a demon; all this happens on
account of its karma. This Jiva
sometimes takes birth as a
worm, as an insect or as an ant.”
The text further states (32.7):
“Karma is the root of birth and
death. The souls bound by
karma go round and round in
the cycle of existence.”

Actions and emotions in the
current lifetime affect future
incarnations depending on the
nature of the particular karma.
For example, a good and
virtuous life indicates a latent
desire to experience good and
virtuous themes of life.
Therefore, such a person
attracts karma that ensures that
his future births will allow him
to experience and manifest his
virtues and good feelings
unhindered. In this case, he
may take birth in heaven or in
a prosperous and virtuous
human family. On the other
hand, a person who has

indulged in immoral deeds, or
with a cruel disposition,
indicates a latent desire to
experience cruel themes of life.
As a natural consequence, he
will attract karma which will
ensure that he is reincarnated in
hell, or in lower life forms, to
enable his soul to experience the
cruel themes of life.

There is no retribution,
judgment or reward involved
but a natural consequences of
the choices in life made either
knowingly or unknowingly.
Hence, whatever suffering or
pleasure that a soul may be
experiencing in its present life
is on account of choices that it
has made in the past. As a result
of this doctrine, Jainism
attributes supreme importance
to pure thinking and moral
behaviour. Apart from
Buddhism, Jainism may be the
only religion that does not
invoke the fear of God as a
reason for moral behaviour.

Four States of Existence

The Jain texts postulate four
gatis, that is states-of-existence
or birth-categories, within
which the soul transmigrates.
The four gatis are: deva (demi-
gods), manucya (humans), naraki
(hell beings) and tiryanca
(animals, plants and micro-
organisms). The four gatis have
four corresponding realms or
habitation levels in the
vertically tiered Jain universe:
demi-gods occupy the higher
levels where the heavens are
situated; humans, plants and
animals occupy the middle
levels; and hellish beings
occupy the lower levels where
seven hells are situated. Single-
sensed souls, however, called
nigoda, and element-bodied
souls pervade all tiers of this
universe. Nigodas are souls at
the bottom end of the existential

hierarchy. They are so tiny and
undifferentiated, that they lack
even individual bodies, living
in colonies. According to Jain
texts, this infinity of nigodas can
also be found in plant tissues,
root vegetables and animal
bodies. Depending on its
karma, a soul transmigrates and
reincarnates within the scope of
this cosmology of destinies. The
four main destinies are further
divided into sub-categories and
still smaller sub-sub categories.
In all, Jain texts speak of a cycle
of 8.4 million birth destinies in
which souls find themselves
again and again as they cycle
within samsara.

In Jainism, God has no role
to play in an individual’s
destiny; one’s personal destiny
is not seen as a consequence of
any system of reward or
punishment, but rather as a
result of its own personal
karma.
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You know that different people have different
personalities. Each individual is different. But
why? What is it that causes these differences?
What is the origin of these differences? This one
of the most fundamental questions that
developmental psychologists face. This is also the
base question of behavioural genetics.
Behavioural genetics combines psychology and
genetics to study genetic influences on behaviour.

These behavioural geneticists study which
psychological characteristics, such as
temperament and emotional stability, are passed
on from parent to child. They try to determine
what percentage is related to differences in genes
and what percentage is related to environmental
differences. Psychologists say that there are two
main factors which affect the development
formation of a person’s personality.

They are-genetic factors (some call this factor
“Nature”) and environmental factors (also
referred as “Nurture”). Psychologists have, in the
past, had disputes over the topic of “Nature VS
Nurture”. “Nature VS Nurture” indicates that
biological and environmental factors compete
against each other to develop a person’s
personality. Also, one of these two factors may
be more dominant than the other. Scientific
discoveries have shown to us now, that both of
these two factors are needed for a person’s
personality to develop normally. Psychologists
are now interested in finding out to what extent
each of these competing factors affect personality
development. We can use the twin-study method
to see which personality traits are inherited or
formed by the environment. By the studies of
twins, it is generally seen that genetic influences
the basic temperamental characteristics the

Home Science

strongest which are relatively stable in the stage
of development. There are two kinds of twins-
monozygotic twins, who are more commonly
known as identical twins, and dizygotic twins,
known as fraternal twins. Twins can be compared
to identify genes that affect the characteristics of
persons. Identical twins share a home
environment and have the same genetic makeup,
while fraternal twins share a home environment
but do not share the exact same genetic makeup.
This difference can be used to tweeze out which
personality characteristics are inherited and
which are formed by the environment.

Exactly how much is personality
development affected by genetic makeup and the
environment? In studies comparing behavioural
traits in identical and fraternal twins, researchers
found that genetic differences can account for 40
to 50 percent of differences in personality traits,
while environmental influences account for about
30 percent of differences in personality traits. So,
why should we study about what role biological
and environmental factors take in the
development of personality? What does this have
to do with us? The answer is this-how we look at
the nature-nurture issue affects the way we look
at people, especially children, look at why they
behave in certain ways, and how to deal with it.
So why not start looking into each of the factors
now?

Genetic Factors

Biological factors such as our hormones and
brain structure influence our behaviour, but our
genes do not have programs for specifying our
personality traits. Their actual job is to control the
development of our nervous and endocrine
systems, which in turn controls our behaviour.
Therefore, our genes do not have direct control
over our personality traits, but they do have a
role in influencing our behaviour. Complex
human behaviour are not determined by single
genes. In human chromosomes, there are six
billion base pairs of DNA. But the most amazing
thing is this-of that six billion, only six million of
them are different between individuals! That
means 99.9% of the base pairs of DNA are shared
and identical in each and every person.
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Nonetheless, each of us still
have enough genetic
differences to make us different
from others. Even siblings, born
of the same mother and father-
which means conceived from
the same source of egg and
sperm, have two million base
pairs of DNA. Numerous
stories of identical twins,
separated for a long time since
childhood, suggest that
personality is largely inherited.
Here is an example.

Jim Lewis and Jim Springer
are a pair of identical twins,
separated four weeks after their
birth in 1940. They grew up 45
miles apart in Ohio. It was not
until 1979 that they reunited.
They discovered that they both
drove the same model blue
Chevrolet, chain-smoked
Salems, chewed their
fingernails and owned dogs
named Toy.

Another pair of identical
twin males were separated at
birth, adopted by different
parents and raised in different
countries. These two men were
both found to be extremely
neat. Not only in tangible
aspects-their lives were neat.
Their clothes were always clean
and smart. They were always
strictly on time. They washed
their hands so often that they
were raw and red. Both twins
were asked why they were
obsessed about neatness. The
first twin answered,

“It was because of my
mother. When I was growing
up, she always kept the house
perfectly ordered. She insisted
on every little thing returned to
its proper place, the clocks-we
had dozens of clocks-each set to
the same noonday chime. She

insisted on this, you see. I
learned from her. What else
could I do?” The other twin
answered in quite a different
way. He said, “The reason is
quite simple. I'm reacting to my
mother, who was an absolute
slob.” As you can see quite
obviously, the twins” obsession
with neatness is not caused by
their mothers. The performance
of their mothers had little to do
with their need for cleanliness.
It is more likely that it is caused
by genetic factors.

When people think of the
gene’s role in the formation of
a person, they usually put more
emphasis on  physical
appearance. On the other hand,
we tend to see personalities of
individuals as the result of
experience-people lead
different lives, have different
sufferings, experience different
things, and therefore each
person has a different
personality. However, today
we can understand more and
more about how genes have a
force too. Research in
behavioural genetics has
supported the idea that
personality is partly inherited.
Psychologists have
summarized the results of twin
studies that focused on the Big
Five personality traits. Results
have shown that identical twins
resemble each other in
personality than fraternal
twins. This suggests that
personality is partly inherited.

Infants, just a few weeks
old, display differences
between each other on how
active they are, how responsive
they are to change, and how
irritable they are. Some babies
cry constantly. Others seem to

be happy and stay fairly quiet.
Each infant has different mood-
related personality characteris-
tics, which are called tempera-
ments. Because differences in
temperaments in infants can be
observed in such an early stage,
the traditional view that an
infant’s behaviour is formed by
the environment the infant is in,
during its early stages, is ques-
tionable. Research has shown
that infants are born with
temperamental differences.

As seen from the above,
genetic factors play a major part
in the formation of personality,
but not every personality
characteristic is originated from
genetic makeup. We will look
at how genetic factors affect
environmental factors and their
correlation in personality
development later in this
section.

Environmental Factors

Carl Rogers, a famous
psychologist, put a lot of
emphasis on how childhood
experiences affect one’s
personality. The degree of effect
of what happens to a child
when he/she is at a developing
stage on his/her personality
development depends on when
ithappens. Many psychologists
believe that there are certain
critical periods in personality
development, which are
periods when the child will be
more sensitive to certain
environmental happenings.

Most experts believe that
child’s experiences in the family
are important for his/her
personality development.
These include whether a child’s
basic needs are well met and
how a child is brought up,
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which could leave an enduring
mark on the child’s personality.
For example, children who are
toilet trained too early or have
their toilet training carried out
too strictly may become
rebellious; by identifying with
their same-sex parent, children
can  learn  appropriate
behaviour to their sex especially
when there is a good
relationship with that parent;
children are also affected by
siblings.

How about culture and
society then? Does the culture
and the society we are brought
up in affect our personality? An
American  anthropologist
Margaret Mead has shown how
social and cultural factors has
an important influence in
personality development.
Members of two New Guinea
tribes are of the same racial
store and live in the same area.
However, one group is
peaceful, friendly and coopera-
tive and the other is group is,
on the contrary, assertive,
hostile and competitive.
Researchers, when comparing
cultural groups in specific
aspects of personality, have
found some interesting
differences. Northern European
countries and the USA have
individualistic cultures that put
more emphasis on individual
needs and accomplishments.
Asian, African, Central
American, and South American
countries have collectivist
cultures that focus on belonging
to a larger group, such as a
family, tribe, or nation. In these
cultures, people Dbelieve
cooperation is more important
than competition. Individua-
listic cultures and collectivist
cultures are very different.

Two examples of these
differences would be “locus of
control” and “self-monitoring”.
Studies have shown that in
general, Western cultures gave
a more internal locus of control
as compared to Asian cultures.
It has also shown that people
from industrialized places are
generally more internal than
people from developing places.
Cross-cultural studies of self-
monitoring has shown that
those from the US and Australia
score higher in self-monitoring
than people from Taiwan,
Japan, Hong Kong and Korea.
Professionals have also done
some comparison on the
American and Asian ideas of
self. Their studies indicate that
American parents teach their
children to be independent, to
feel good about themselves and
to see themselves as special
individuals. Children are
encouraged to do well in
competitive activities and to
become outstanding. American
children learn to value
themselves by their credits,
abilities, accomplishments and
by what they own. Those
carrying out this study
conclude that the American
culture  encourages an
“independent view of the self”.
American youngsters tend to
exaggerate how unique they are
and overestimate their skills
and capabilities.

Asian cultures, on the other
hand, encourage an
“interdependent view of the
self”. This view focuses more on
the basic bonds between
people, and how each
connection relates to each
person. Parents may teach their
children that they can rely on
family and friends. Asian

children are taught to be
modest about personal
achievements, and to see
themselves as a fraction of a
larger whole. Children are
taught to try to fit in with others
and not to stand out from the
group. The researchers thus
conclude that typical Asian
children learn to place value of
themselves in terms of the
group they belong to-their
relations with others and group
achievements. And because of
this, they do not need to
exaggerate how unique or
capable they are. Asians tend to
see themselves as similar to
their friends than Americans
and they put less emphasis on
personal achievements than
Americans may. As seen from
the above, the environment we
grow up in, including the home
environment with the influence
of parents and siblings, and the
culture and society plays an
important role in personality
development too. Now we will
look at the interaction and
correlation of genetic and
environmental factors.
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The future role of the trade union movement
is linked with a broader concern for ensuring the
social cohesion of working people in a large and
diverse country. In this final section, we examine
union strategies in the private corporate sector,
in public sector enterprises, and in the informal
sector. It is imperative for the trade union
movement to concentrate on organizing the
unorganized, so as to create secure incomes and
safe working conditions for those with irregular
and precarious jobs.

The Private Corporate Sector

On average, private enterprises employ
around 30 per cent of all formal sector workers in
India; in manufacturing and trade, this proportion
is around 70 per cent, whereas in transport,
electricity and construction the figure is less than
5 per cent (Datta Chaudhuri, 1996).

In successful private companies enterprise-
based trade unions (that may or may not be
politically affiliated) will have to accept that their
pay is partly (if not largely) determined by
productivity. Rather than blind resistance to this
kind of pay structure, a cooperative strategy may
pay greater dividends in terms of gainsharing at
enterprise level.

Unions will have to use their “collective
voice” effectively in collective bargaining when
incentive structures are proposed and negotiated.
While the independent unions will find this
strategy quite natural, those which are affiliated
to the centralized federations may find it difficult.

In either case, the extent to which a union is
willing to take a risk will partly determine the
composition of pay (performance-based “risk”
pay and “steady” pay).

While the majority of contracts in this sector
are (and probably always will be) negotiated at
enterprise- or plant-level, unions in some
organizations, possibly in the multinationals,
could concentrate on attaining firm-wide
agreements in the face of considerable
management opposition. Firm-wide agreements
will strengthen union power at the corporate-
level, and to achieve this, unions may have to
trade off some plant-level gains.

An example of this situation is being played
out at Bata India. Management recognizes the
enterprise unions in its various plants across the
country, but the loosely united All India Bata
Employees Federation is not recognized. It
appears that management is willing to talk to the
federation if it agrees to restructuring plans at the
plant in Faridabad. If the federation agrees to
these plans in exchange for management
recognition, this would clearly reduce union
influence at the plant.

In the older industries in the private sector,
where industry-wide bargaining is the dominant
structure and where inter-firm differentiation has
grown considerably since liberalization, unions
and employers are finding it difficult to reach
industry-level agreements. Unions will continue
to face obstacles to industry-wide solidarity in this
sector.

What have been the effects of economic
liberalization on the connections between unions
and political parties, and what has this meant for
the private corporate sector?

To the extent that most of the centralized trade
unions continue to oppose the basic implications
of economic liberalization, there has been a
surprising reconciliation of unions affiliated to
opposing political parties on a range of issues at
both regional and national level. There has been
a gap between the preoccupations of political
parties and the macro-objectives of trade unions
since the reforms. This has created a dilemma for
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most of the unions in this sector:
while the loosening of ties with
the parent body inevitably
leads to greater autonomy in
decentralized decision-making,
it also means a lessening of
centralized lobbying power.
Market forces will increasingly
dominate union strategies in
this sector.

Public Sector
Enterprises

On average, the public
sector employs around 70 per
cent of all formal sector workers
in India; in transport, mining,
construction, electricity and
services this proportion is high
(>80 per cent), but it is
considerably lower in
agriculture (40 per cent),
manufacturing (<40 per cent),
and trade (<35 per cent) (Datta
Chaudhuri, 1996).

In non-viable public sector
enterprises that are ready for
closure, most of which are in the
East, the situation continues to
be very grim. Workers have not
been paid for several months
and the endless talk of revival
now sounds hollow.

The closure of these firms
seems to be the only solution
and unions can do no more than
see that lay-offs are
implemented fairly and as
generously as possible. In
several state-owned enterprises
and organizations unions have
accepted that privatization is
the only way of saving the unit,
and that informed negotiation
is required.

As a result of increased

competition from both
domestic and international

producers, the output of public
enterprises and services has
improved substantially.
Nowhere is this more true than
in the state-run airlines. But
unions in the public sector,
especially those in services such
as medicine, education, the
police and municipal workers,
can substantially increase their
credibility by agreeing to
enforceable accountability
procedures.

This would mean internal
monitoring, which the unions
are reluctant to accept.

Although the government
has indicated a preference for
decentralization, the
centralized bargaining
structures have not yet been
dismantled. Unions could
campaign for a restructured
central system that allows for
greater local autonomy and
minimizes bureaucratic
inflexibilities.

For the public sector to
deliver long-run productivity
improvements in the post-
liberalization period, unions
will have to partly align their
objectives with those of the end-
user - the average voter/
consumer - who has become an
important voice in the labour
relations system.

The Informal Sector

In terms of union density,
India fares rather badly
compared to other large
developing countries.
According to the ILO World
Labour Report 1997-98, union
membership as a percentage of
non-agricultural labour
dropped from 6.6 per cent in

1985 to 5.5 per cent in 1995 (the
corresponding figure in 1995 for
Argentina was 23.4 per cent,
Brazil 32.1 per cent and Mexico
31 per cent). Union membership
as a percentage of formal sector
workers in India declined from
26.5 per cent to 22.8 per cent
between 1985 and 1995 (the
corresponding figures in 1995
were Argentina 65.6 per cent,
Brazil 66 per cent, Mexico 72.9
per cent).

If the figures are derived
only from registered unions
that submit returns, it is
possible that they may
somewhat underestimate union
density in India. According to
the above source, less than 2 per
cent of workers in the formal
and informal sectors in India
are covered by collective
bargaining agreements.
Clearly, a large proportion of
workers (certainly those in the
formal sector) fall within the
ambit of labour legislation,
even though they are not
covered by a collective
agreement. Nevertheless, it is
apparent that considerable
organization of workers
remains to be undertaken in the
Indian economy. If one were to
assume that the formal sector
corresponds with the unionized
sector (in reality, the unionized
sector is a subset of the formal
sector), then the following
figures give an idea of the extent
to which unions in future can
organize workers in the various
sectors. In total, less than 10 per
cent of all workers are in the
formal sector.

The proportion of workers
in this sector by industry
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groups is: mining and
quarrying (56.9 per cent),
manufacturing (19 per cent),
construction (17.5 per cent),
trade (2.1 per cent), transport
(38.7 per cent), and services
(38.7 per cent). Clearly, there is
enormous potential for
organizing workers in
construction, manufacturing
and trade. In addition, detailed
surveys in several industries
have found that the existing
unions do not sufficiently
represent the interests of casual
and temporary workers (see the
studies in Davala, 1992).

Finally, according to
National Sample Survey
Organization data, there is a
“high incidence of women’s
involvement in unorganized
sector activities, ranging
anywhere between 20 to 25 per
cent of total employment in
urban areas and anywhere
between 30 to 40 per cent of
total employment in rural
areas - figures which far
outweigh women’s recorded
involvement in productive
activities from Census sources”

(Mukhopadhyay, 1997, p. 485).

In sharp contrast to the
formal sector, “the unorganized
sector has little by way of
protective legislation or union
representation” (Anant and
Sundaram, 1998, p. 833). In this
site, the “not so invisible” forces
of demand and supply
determine wages and working
conditions.

There are no automatic
cost-of-living adjustments and
substantial improvements are
required in designing need-
based minimum wages for

unorganized workers
(Jhabvala, 1998) and providing
them with assured employment
for a minimum number of days
(Unni, 1998).

In this regard, the
government’s recent signal
about labour law reform
consisting of “umbrella
legislation for welfare of
unorganized sector workers” as
part of the agenda should be
critically examined. The
government proposes to relax
contract labour laws so as to
generate more jobs, arguing
that this would ensure better
overall security and welfare
provisions for unorganized
workers.

Unions, however, feel that
any such move will only
undermine permanent jobs. In
any case, there are strong
economic reasons why the
wages and working conditions
of informal sector workers

should be improved through

welfare legislation. Such
measures improve  the
capabilities of the

disadvantaged and vulnerable
sections of working people. In
the absence of enhanced
capabilities the economy suffers
a net loss.

It is clear that unions have
a whole range of workers to
organize in the coming years,
since the majority of labour
market entrants will probably
work as self-employed or
casual/temporary/ contract
workers. Visaria and Minhas
(1991) estimate that nearly 80
million people will join the
labour force between 1990 and
2000. A whole range of non-

governmental organizations
have successfully organized
(not necessarily unionized)
several informal sector
occupations and sites in India
during the last decade, but it
seems that these interventions
are resented by the
established trade union
federations as an intrusion into
their terrain (often, it is claimed,
with financial backing from
abroad).

These fears are probably
unwarranted, and cooperation
between trade unions and
NGO s is required to level up
working conditions in these
relatively neglected labour
markets.

One way of organizing
workers could be through
union mergers and a joint trade
union front. However, the latter
presupposes a certain number
of shared objectives among the
large centralized trade union
federations, and this unity is not
yet on the agenda.

The All India Trade Union
Congress, the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha, and the Indian National
Trade Union Congress have
talked of mergers and unity, but
the Centre of Indian Trade
Unions has taken a different
approach; they have proposed
a confederation of central trade
unions which will preserve the
individual identities
(Muralidhar, 1994). The large
unions have considerable
differences on the efficacy of a
secret ballot system to generate
the legitimate bargaining agent.

However, one good sign is
the increasing willingness of
trade union federations to work
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together in spite of the
differences between their
political parties on reform. In
many states acute differences
are surfacing between political
parties and their affiliated
unions and these issues are now

being openly debated.

It is well-known that the
informal sector in India
contributes significantly to
employment generation and to
value added in industry. It is
also true that there are
considerable links between the
formal and informal sectors and
that there is a crucial regional
dimension to informal sector
manufacturing (Shaw, 1990;
1994).

The attempt to unionize the
unorganized in India has been
difficult, although some
progress has been made in
certain regions with
sympathetic state governments.
But in other states, the situation
of informal sector workers
remains grim, and will
probably get worse unless there
is a concerted effort by trade
unions and NGOs, hopefully
with the assistance of local and
state governments, to level up
the labour market institutions
of the informal sector. In these
endeavours, the organized
labour movement should not
view NGOs as competitors.

To what extent will
alliances between trade unions
break the links with their
respective political parties? Or,
will such alliances lead to the
emergence of national unions
without explicit political
affiliation? It is too early to
answer these questions but the

tensions between some political
parties and their trade union
affiliates have come onto the
regional and national stage
since economic liberalization
began in the early 1990s. In the
private sector, these tensions
emerged during the third phase
of unionism and resulted in the
proliferation of independent
unions.

It may be premature to
suggest that independent
unions, if they can be organized
at industry/regional level, will
lead to far greater “collective
voice” effects and less
“monopoly” effects than the
existing industrial relations
system. With economic
liberalization and its effects on
regional variations in economic
activity, it seems that battles
over working conditions will
increasingly be fought at local
and regional levels. Trade
unions will have to forge deep
links with neighbourhoods and
communities, urban
movements, environmental
groups and regional NGOs to
enhance their effective power.
Ultimately, it all depends on
“public action”, participation in
the process of social change.
Public action refers not to what
the state does for the public, but
to action taken by the public
(Dreze and Sen, 1989). The trade
union movement could trigger
this much needed “public
action” through broad-based
alliances.
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Globalization and its Meaning

Broadly speaking, the term “globalization’
means integration of economies and societies
through cross country flows of information, ideas,
technologies, goods, services, capital, finance and
people. Cross border integration can have
several dimensions - cultural, social, political and
economic. In fact, some people fear cultural and
social integration even more than economic
integration. The fear of “cultural hegemony”
haunts many. Limiting ourselves to economic
integration, one can see this happen through the
three channels of (a) trade in goods and services,
(b) movement of capital and (c) flow of finance.
Besides, there is also the channel through
movement of people.

Historical Development

Globalization has been a historical process
with ebbs and flows. During the Pre-World War
I period of 1870 to 1914, there was rapid
integration of the economies in terms of trade
flows, movement of capital and migration of
people. The growth of globalization was mainly
led by the technological forces in the fields of
transport and communication. There were less
barriers to flow of trade and people across the
geographical boundaries. Indeed there were no
passports and visa requirements and very few
non-tariff barriers and restrictions on fund flows.
The pace of globalization, however, decelerated
between the First and the Second World War. The
inter-war period witnessed the erection of various
barriers to restrict free movement of goods and

services. Most economies thought that they could
thrive better under high protective walls. After
World War IJ, all the leading countries resolved
not to repeat the mistakes they had committed
previously by opting for isolation. Although after
1945, there was a drive to increased integration,
it took a long time to reach the Pre-World War I
level. In terms of percentage of exports and
imports to total output, the US could reach the
pre-World War level of 11 per cent only around
1970. Most of the developing countries which
gained Independence from the colonial rule in the
immediate Post-World War Il period followed an
import substitution industrialization regime. The
Soviet bloc countries were also shielded from the
process of global economic integration. However,
times have changed. In the last two decades, the
process of globalization has proceeded with
greater vigour. The former Soviet bloc countries
are getting integrated with the global economy.
More and more developing countries are turning
towards outward oriented policy of growth. Yet,
studies point out that trade and capital markets
are no more globalized today than they were at
the end of the 19" century. Nevertheless, there
are more concerns about globalization now than
before because of the nature and speed of
transformation. What is striking in the current
episode is not only the rapid pace but also the
enormous impact of new information
technologies on market integration, efficiency and
industrial organization. Globalization of financial
markets has far outpaced the integration of
product markets.

Gains from Globalization

The gains from globalization can be analysed
in the context of the three types of channels of
economic globalization identified earlier.

Trade in Goods and Services

According to the standard theory,
international trade leads to allocation of resources
that is consistent with comparative advantage.
This results in specialization which enhances
productivity. It is accepted that international
trade, in general, is beneficial and that restrictive
trade practices impede growth. That is the reason
why many of the emerging economies, which
originally depended on a growth model of import
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substitution, have moved over
to a policy of outward
orientation. However, in
relation to trade in goods and
services, there is one major
concern. Emerging economies
will reap the benefits of
international trade only if they
reach the full potential of their
resource availability. This will
probably require time. That is
why international trade
agreements make exceptions by
allowing longer time to
developing economies in terms
of reduction in tariff and non-
tariff barriers. “Special and
differentiated treatment”, as it
is very often called has become
an accepted principle.

Movement of Capital

Capital flows across
countries have played an
important role in enhancing the
production base. This was very
much true in 19" and 20*
centuries. Capital mobility
enables the total savings of the
world to be distributed among
countries which have the
highest investment potential.
Under these circumstances, one
country’s growth is not
constrained by its own
domestic savings. The inflow of
foreign capital has played a
significant role in the
development in the recent
period of the East Asian
countries. The current account
deficit of some of these
countries had exceeded 5 per
cent of the GDP in most of the
period when growth was
rapid. Capital flows can take
either the form of foreign direct
investment or portfolio
investment. For developing
countries the preferred
alternative is foreign direct

investment. Portfolio invest-
ment does not directly lead to
expansion of productive
capacity. It may do so,
however, at one step removed.
Portfolio investment can be
volatile particularly in times of
loss of confidence. That is why
countries want to put
restrictions on portfolio
investment. However, in an
open system such restrictions
cannot work easily.

Financial Flows

The rapid development of
the capital market has been one
of the important features of the
current process of
globalization. While the
growth in capital and foreign
exchange markets have
facilitated the transfer of
resources across borders, the
gross turnover in foreign
exchange markets has been
extremely large. Itis estimated
that the gross turnover is
around $ 1.5 trillion per day
worldwide (Frankel, 2000).
This is of the order of hundred
times greater than the volume
of trade in goods and services.
Currency trade has become an
end in itself. The expansion in
foreign exchange markets and
capital markets is a necessary
pre-requisite for international
transfer of capital. However,
the volatility in the foreign
exchange market and the ease
with which funds can be
withdrawn from countries have
created often times panic
situations. The most recent
example of this was the East
Asian crisis. Contagion of
financial crises is a worrying
phenomenon. When one
country faces a crisis, it affects
others. It is not as if financial

crises are solely caused by
foreign exchange traders. What
the financial markets tend to do
is to exaggerate weaknesses.
Herd instinct is not uncommon
in financial markets. When an
economy becomes more open to
capital and financial flows,
there is even greater
compulsion to ensure that
factors relating to macro-
economic stability are not
ignored. This is a lesson all
developing countries have to
learn from East Asian crisis. As
one commentator aptly said
“The trigger was sentiment, but
vulnerability was due to
fundamentals”.

Concerns and Fears

On the impact of
globalization, there are two
major concerns. These may be
described as even fears. Under
each major concern there are
many related anxieties. The
first major concern is that
globalization leads to a more
iniquitous distribution of
income among countries and
within countries. The second
fear is that globalization leads
to loss of national sovereignty
and that countries are finding
itincreasingly difficult to follow
independent domestic policies.
These two issues have to be
addressed both theoretically
and empirically. The argument
that globalization leads to
inequality is based on the
premise that since globalization
emphasizes efficiency, gains
will accrue to countries which
are favourably endowed with
natural and human resources.
Advanced countries have had a
head start over the other
countries by at least three
centuries. The technological
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base of these countries is not
only wide but highly
sophisticated. While trade
benefits all countries, greater
gains accrue to the industrially
advanced countries. This is the
reason why even in the present
trade agreements, a case has
been built up for special and
differential treatment in
relation to developing
countries. By and large, this
treatment provides for longer
transition periods in relation to
adjustment. However, there
are two changes with respect to
international trade which may
work to the advantage of the
developing countries.

First, for a variety of
reasons, the industrially
advanced countries are
vacating certain areas of
production. These can be filled
in by developing countries. A
good example of this is what the
East Asian countries did in the
1970s and 1980s. Second,
international trade is no longer
determined by the distribution
of natural resources. With the
advent of information
technology, the role of human
resources has emerged as more
important. Specialized human
skills will become the
determining factor in the
coming decades. Productive
activities are becoming
“knowledge intensive” rather
than “resource intensive”.
While there is a divide between
developing and the advanced
countries even in this area -
some people call it the digital
divide-it is a gap which can be
bridged. A globalized
economy with increased
specialization can lead to
improved productivity and

faster growth. What will be
required is a balancing
mechanism to ensure that the
handicaps of the developing
countries are overcome.

Apart from the possible
iniquitous distribution of
income among countries, it has
also been argued that
globalization leads to widening
income gaps within the
countries as well. This can
happen both in the developed
and developing economies.
The argument is the same as
was advanced in relation to
iniquitous distribution among
countries. Globalization may
benefit even within a country
those who have the skills and
the technology. The higher
growth rate achieved by an
economy can be at the expense
of declining incomes of people
who may be rendered
redundant. In this context, it
has to be noted that while
globalization may accelerate
the process of technology
substitution in developing
economies, these countries even
without globalization will face
the problem associated with
moving from lower to higher
technology. If the growth rate
of the economy accelerates
sufficiently, then part of the
resources can be diverted by the
state to modernize and re-equip
people who may be affected by
the process of technology up
gradation.

The second concern relates
to the loss of autonomy in the
pursuit of economic policies. In
a highly integrated world
economy, it is true that one
country cannot pursue policies
which are not in consonance
with the worldwide trends.

Capital and technology are
fluid and they will move where
the benefits are greater. As the
nations come together whether
it be in the political, social or
economic arena, some sacrifice
of sovereignty is inevitable.
The constraints of a globalised
economic system on the pursuit
of domestic policies have to be
recognised. However, it need
not result in the abdication of
domestic objectives.

Another fear associated
with globalization is insecurity
and volatility. When countries
are inter-related strongly, a
small spark can start a large
conflagration. Panic and fear
spread fast. The downside to
globalization  essentially
emphasizes the need to create
countervailing forces in the
form of institutions and policies
at the international level.
Global governance cannot be
pushed to the periphery, as
integration gathers speed.
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The small business owner should base the
firm’s personnel policie7s on explicit, well-proven
principles. Small businesses that follow these
principles have higher performance and growth
rates than those that do not follow them. The most
important of these principles are:

* All positions should be filled with people
who are both willing and able to do the job.

e The more accurate and realistic the
specifications of and skill requirements for
each job, the more likely it is that workers
will be matched to the right job and,
therefore, be more competent in that job.

* A written job description and definition are
the keys to communicating job expectations
to people. Do the best job you can! is terrible
job guidance.

* Employees chosen on the basis of the best
person available are more effective than
those chosen on the basis of friendship or
expediency.

* If specificjob expectations are clearly spelled
out, and if performance appraisals are based
on these expectations, performance is
higher. Also, employee training results in
higher performance if it is based on
measurable learning objectives.

* The first step in assessing personnel needs
for the small business is to conduct an audit
of future personnel needs. Ask yourself

* Can the workload you visualize be
accomplished by the present work force?

Industrial Relations &

Personal Management

Will more or fewer employees be needed?
Consider seasonal patterns of demand and
probable turnover rates.

* Can any jobs be eliminated to free people
for other work?

What balance of full-time or part-time,
temporary or permanent, hourly or salaried
personnel do you need?

* What does the labour supply look like in the
future?

* Will you be able to fill some of the jobs
you've identified? How easily?

* What qualifications are needed in your
personnel?

Develop a method to forecast labour demand
based on your answers to these questions. Once
your needs are estimated, determine strategies to
meet them.

The process of selecting a competent person
for each position is best accomplished through a
systematic definition of the requirements for each
job, including the skills, knowledge and other
qualifications that employees must possess to
perform each task. To guarantee that personnel
needs are adequately specified, (1) conduct a job
analysis, (2) develop a written job description and
(3) prepare a job specification.

Job Analysis

Job analysis is a systematic investigation that
collects all information pertinent to each task
performed by an employee. From this analysis,
you identify the skills, knowledge and abilities
required of that employee, and determine the
duties, responsibilities and requirements of each
job. Job analysis should provide information such
as

* Job title.

¢ Department.

* Supervision required.

* Job description-major and implied duties
and responsibilities.

* Unique characteristics of the job including
location and physical setting.
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* Types of material used.

* Types of equipment used.
* Qualifications.

¢ Experience requirements.
* Education requirements.
* Mental and physical

requirements.

* Manual dexterity
required.

* Working  conditions

(inside, outside, hot, cold,
dry, wet, noisy, dirty, etc.).

Job Description

The job analysis is used to
generate a job description,
which defines the duties of each
task, and other responsibilities
of the position. The description
covers the various task
requirements, such as mental or
physical activities; working
conditions and job hazards. The
approximate percentage of time
the employee should spend on
each activity is also specified.
Job descriptions focus on the
what, why, where and how of
the job.

There is an excellent
resource the small business
owner can use to develop job
descriptions, ask employees
themselves to describe their
jobs. A good employee may
know more about the job than
anyone else.

Job Specification

The job specification
describes the person expected
to fill a job. It details the
knowledge (both educational
and experiential), qualities,
skills and abilities needed to
perform the job satisfactorily.
The job specification provides a
standard against which to
measure how well an applicant

matches a job opening and
should be used as the basis for
recruiting.

Recruiting

As a small business owner-
manager, you should be aware
of the legal environment in
which you operate. This is
especially true when it comes to
recruitment. Being aware of
legislation that will affect your
business is extremely important
to efficient recruiting.

Sources of Employees

Effective recruiting requires
that you know where and how
to obtain qualified applicants. It
is difficult to generalize about
the best source for each
business, but a description of
the major sources follows.

Present employees -
Promotion from within tends to
keep employee morale high.
Whenever possible, current
employees should be given first
consideration for any job
openings. This practice signals
your support of current
employees.

Unsolicited applicants -
Small businesses receive many
unsolicited applications from
qualified and unqualified
individuals. The former should
be kept on file for future
reference. Good business
practice suggests that all
applicants be treated
courteously whether or not they
are offered jobs.

Schools - High schools,
trade schools, vocational
schools, colleges and
universities are sources for
certain types of employees,
especially if prior work

experience is not a major factor
in the job specification. Schools
also are excellent sources for
part-time employees.

Private employment
agencies - These firms provide
a service for employers and
applicants by matching people
to jobs in exchange for a fee.
Some fees are paid by the
applicants, and there is no cost
to the employer; for highly
qualified applicants in short
supply, the employer
sometimes pays the fee.

Employee referrals -
References by  current
employees may provide

excellent prospects for the
business. Evidence suggests
that current employees hesitate
to recommend applicants with
below average ability. Word of
mouth is one of the most
commonly used recruiting
sources in the small business
community.

“Help Wanted” advertising
- Letting people know that the
business is hiring is a key
element in gaining access to the
pool of potential employees. At
its simplest, this type of
advertising may take the form
of a Help Wanted sign in the
window. More sophisticated
methods involve using local
media, primarily print sources
such as daily and weekly
newspapers. The classified
pages of newspapers are
frequently consulted by active
job seekers, including currently
employed individuals who
may be tempted by a more
attractive position. Other
advertising media include
radio and television. These tend
to have a wider appeal than the
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newspaper; however, the price
of an advertisement is
correspondingly higher.

Specialty media
publications, such as trade
association magazines and
newsletters, may also produce
quality job applicants. There are
efforts in some parts of the
country to offer small business
employers access to cable
television community bulletin
boards. Another high-tech
opportunity is to list positions
on computer network bulletin
boards.

Prices for help wanted
advertising vary and the small
business owner approaches
them with caution. A well-
placed, high-quality
advertisement will attract good
people, whereas, an expensive
advertisement in the wrong
medium may get no results.
Some experimentation is
worthwhile to most small
businesses. Another suggestion
is to ask other small business
people in the area about their
success with help wanted
advertising. Learn from others’
successes and mistakes.

Screening

The screening process
provides information about an
individual’s skills, knowledge
and attitudes, enabling a
potential  employer  to
determine whether that person
is suited to, and qualified for,
the position. Experience has
shown that hiring an
overqualified person can be as
harmful as hiring an under
qualified person.

The application form is the

place to begin screening
candidates for a job. It provides

information on the person’s
background and training and is
the first means of comparing the
applicant with the job
description. This will ensure
that you don’t waste time on
applicants who clearly do not
meet the minimum
requirements for the job.

Generally, the following
information is asked on an
employment application form:
name, address, telephone
number, social security
number, kind of work desired,
work experience, military
service, education and
references.

The personal interview is
the second step in the screening
process. During the interview,
the manager learns more about
the applicant through face-to-
face contact, including
observation of personal
appearance. The interview
should be guided, but not
dominated, by the manager as
it is important to let the

candidate speak freely.
Whenever possible, the
interviewer should ask

questions that are directly
related to the job. Devise a list
of questions that will
adequately  assess  the
applicant’s qualifications while
meeting the specifications for
the job. Three major errors often
committed in the personal
interview are:

* Failure to analyse the
requirements of the job in
sufficient detail to
generate valid questions.

¢ Failure to ask candidates
the right questions to
determine their strengths
and weaknesses, and their
fit with the job.

* Too much reliance on gut
reaction instead of
objective evaluation of
candidates based on
criteria established in the
job specification.

Interviewing makes the
selection process more personal
and gives the interviewer an
overall idea of whether the
applicant is appropriate for the
job. The following list of
techniques will help you select
the right applicant for the job:

1. Review thejob description
before the interview.

2. Break the ice - establish a
friendly atmosphere.

3. Develop an interview
time plan and stick to it.

4. Keep an open mind, i.e.,
don’t form an opinion too
early.

5. Give the candidate time to
tell his or her story; don’t
talk too much.

6. Present a truthful picture
of the company and the

job.

7. Listen carefully,
concentrate and take
notes.

8. Avoid detailed discussion
of salary too early in the
interview.

9. Be courteous.

10. Don’t leave the candidate
hanging - discuss the next
step in the hiring process
and the timing.

Other screening techniques
include employment tests and
physical examinations. Some
employment tests measure
aptitude, achievement, intelli-
gence, personality and honesty.
A physical examination
determines if the applicant
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meets the health standards and
physical demands of the job.

Selecting and Hiring

If the screening process is
thorough, selecting the best
applicants for the job is easy.
However, before making the
final selection, one last step
should be taken: the top
candidate’s references should
be checked for accuracy and
input. You should be aware of
the tendency of references to
give a rose-coloured picture of
applicant’s character and
ability. Despite this potential
bias, a careful check with
former employers, schools and
other references can be most
constructive. At a minimum,
checking can determine
whether or not the applicant
was truthful about his or her
employment history.

Orienting New
Employees to Your
Business

An employee handbook
communicates important
information about the company
to the employee. The handbook
should cover topics such as
company expectations, pay
policies, working conditions,
fringe benefits and the
company philosophy toward

customers.

Once an individual is hired,
he or she should receive a
comprehensive orientation on
the general policies of the
company and on the specific
nature of the job. Rules should
be explained in detail, job
expectations agreed upon and
any questions answered before
the new employee begins work.
New employees should be

introduced to other employees
and made to feel welcome.

Compensation Issues

Compensation takes two
forms: (1) direct compensation
(wages and salaries) and (2)
indirect compensation (fringe
benefits). Direct Compensation-
Wages and salaries are the
compensation people receive
on a regular basis (monthly,
biweekly or weekly). Workers
are paid on the basis of time (by
the hour, day, week or month)
or on the basis of output (an
incentive plan).

Indirect Compensation -
Fringe benefits are an important
part of the overall compensa-
tion package in most small
businesses. Employee benefits
now account for about 40
percent of payroll costs. The
profitability of the small firm is
one of the primary
determinants of what benefits
are offered by the firm.

One successful approach to
providing  benefits to
employees of a small business
is to allocate a certain amount
of money per employee for
benefits. Each employee then
chooses the package of benefits
that suits his or her current
needs. This approach is called
cafeteria planning because it is
similar to going down a
cafeteria line, where each
customer chooses what he or
she wants to eat. It has been
suggested that employees
perceive this approach as
highly equitable because it (1)
allows freedom of choice and
(2) does not impose a single
package of benefits on all
employees. For example, a
young employee with several

small children may be
interested in dental insurance
for his family. He is not really
interested in or motivated by a
pension plan at this time in his
life.

Another employee in this
same company is in her late
forties, has no dependent
children and is planning for
retirement. To force the same
benefit on these two employees
is not an effective use of benefit
money. To allow some choice
on the part of participants is a
major advantage of the cafeteria
approach to benefit planning.

Small businesses face
difficult challenges when they
try to match benefits with big
firms. Nevertheless, the small
firm can enjoy the benefits of
greater  flexibility = and
innovativeness by offering a
cafeteria plan.
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Abstract

This study was conducted with a view to
make a comparison between Muslim and Hindu
women regarding attitude towards sexual
satisfaction. The study was made on 200 females.
They were randomly selected and their age range
was 25 to 35 years.

The sample comprised of 100 Hindu women
and 100 Muslim women. They belonged to urban
and rural areas of Siwan district. Sexuality scale
was used which has been constructed and
standardized by Kumar (1987). The main findings
of this study were as follows: The residential area
and community cast their effects on the sexual
satisfaction.

Muslim women were more satisfied than
Hindu women and lastly it was found that urban
women were having the feeling of more
satisfaction than rural female in relation to their
sexual satisfaction.

Introduction

As we know that marriage is essential for
human beings. Without marriage no one can
satisfy his sexual desire properly because every
religion says that no one is allowed to intercourse
with opposite sex without getting married. Landis

Psychology

(1954) also said , “marriage and family are not
optional.” They are necessary. They meet man’s
deepest needs. According to Coleman (1976),
marriage provides an opportunity for a
secure and protected satisfaction of his needs
for companionship, affection and sexual
expression.

It involves the most intimate type of
emotional relationship between two individuals.
It may be said that success of a man depends upon
the sexual satisfaction. If a man is sexually
satisfied he may achieve his desired goals duly
but in the absence of sexual satisfaction, one can
not achieve his goal at any cost because he will
be having the feeling of stress, frustration and
tension etc.

Freud said that the drive related to sex is a
very strong drive which effects and mould the
personality as well as behaviour of the human
beings.

Sexual dissatisfaction of females either due
to their personal factors or due to factors related
to their husband, invites personality and character
disorders in them. Clark and wallin (1965) have
said, “Women’s lack of sexual gratification has
repercussions for their husbands as well as for
themselves.”

Objective

The main objective of the investigation is to
see whether rural and urban & Hindu and
Muslim women differ or not on their sexual
satisfaction.

Hypothesis

In the light of these objectives following
hypotheses were formulated.

A. There will be significant difference between
Hindu and Muslim women on their attitude
towards sexual satisfaction.

B. There will be significant difference between
rural and urban women on their attitude
towards sexual satisfaction in both
communities.
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Method

Sample: This study was conducted on a sample of 200 females.
Who were residing in Siwan district. Their age range was 25 to 35
years. There were 50 Hindu and 50 Muslim females. And in the
other group, there were 50 rural and 50 urban females.

Test Used: Sexuality scale was used to measure the level of
sexual satisfaction which has been constructed and standardized
by Kumar (1987). Higher score denotes more sexual satisfaction
and lower score indicates less sexual satisfaction.

Statistical Analysis: The obtained data was put to suitable
statistical analysis. Mean, SD, & t-ratio, were computed to test the
significance of difference between compared groups.

Showing the Mean, S.D, and T-ratio of Attitude Towards Sexual

Satisfaction
Group No. | Mean S.D t-ratio DF | Level of
significance

Hindu 100 | 83.8 24.829619 | 3.4069976 | 100 | .01
Muslim 100 | 97.30 | 23.111901

R.Hindu |50 7325 | 19.011509 | 4.7350915 | 98 01
U.Hindu |50 92.16 | 25.057711

R. Muslim | 50 9250 | 22.715633 | 1.7222121 | 98 .05

U. Muslim | 50 100.50 | 22.818121

After getting the result, it can be said that there exits significant
difference between Hindu & Muslim women is relation to their
sexual satisfaction. The mean score of Hindu female is 83.80 while
that of Muslim female is 97.30.

The t-ratio is 3.4069967 which is higher than the required value
for significance at .01 level so it can be said that Muslim females
are significantly more satisfied than Hindu females because in
Hindu community the concept of small family is prevailing so
female & male use certain contraceptive and condom respectively.
Due to which they do not enjoy duly while engaging in intercourse.
On the other hand in Muslim community, there is no concept of
small family so they enjoy the sexual activities in natural form so
men as well as female are more satisfied.

2ndly comparison is made between rural Hindu and urban
Hindu. It is found that urban females are sexually more satisfied
than rural females because higher level of modernization and
exposure to mass media enables them to have better sexual
satisfaction. It can be explained with the help of statistical
calculation.

The mean score of rural Hindu females is 73.25 and the mean
score of urban Hindu females is 92.16. The t-ratio is 4.7350915 which
is significant at .01 level. So it can be concluded that there is
significant difference between rural & urban Hindu females is
relation to their sexual satisfaction.

In the last we see that the
mean score of rural Muslim
female is 92.50 while that of
urban Muslim female is 100.50
and the t-ratio to test the
significance of difference is
1.7222121 which is significant at
.05 level. So it is easy to say that
urban Muslim females are more
satisfied than their rural
counter parts.

Conclusion

After analysis of the result,
following conclusion may be
drawn.

A. Community and
residential area lay their
effects on attitude towards
sexual satisfaction.

B. Muslim females are more
sexually satisfied than
Hindu females.

C. Rural females are less
sexually satisfied than
urban counter parts in
Hindu community.

D. Urban Muslim females are
more sexually satisfied
than their rural counter

parts.
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Psychology

The Issue of ==~
. . tlmets . Mhogirnlzfglon 18 n’?t sheert;lmlt?}’il‘or} of
western habits and conventions; rather this is a
Modernization and ;e v sma iy i
(] o spiritual phenomenon or a kind of mentality. A
Attltudlnal Study Of modern man is distinguished by his rati(}),nal

belief, scientific out look, readiness to master the

Rural S c hedu led environment and to investigate into the mysteries

of nature. He is diametrically opposed to the

Cast Females =™

Many studies have been conducted related

to modernization. Sinha (1973) has considered

Upendra Kumar  education as on of the important variables of
modernity. There are many studies related to

Research Scholor  different factors of modernization. ( Sudhir and

J.P. University, Chapra  Lalrinkimi 1986, Rai 1988, Prasad and Rai 1990

Abstract and Mishra 2002).

The present study was conducted onasample ~ Objective and Hypotheses
of 200 scheduled caste females. They were
randomly selected and were residing in Chapra
district. They were 30 to 40 years old. The sample
comprised of 100 scheduled caste females and 100
non-scheduled caste females. Females were from
both rural and urban areas. Comprehensive
Modernization Scale was used which has been
developed by Ahluwalia and Kalia (1985). It was
used to assess the effects of community and
residential area on attitude towards
modernization. The results of this study were that

The objective of this study is see whether
females from scheduled and non-scheduled
communities differ or not on their attitude
towards modernization due to variation in
community and residential area. In the light of
this objective, following hypotheses were
formulated.

A. There will be significant difference between
scheduled and non- scheduled females on
their attitude towards modernization.

community and residential area cast their effects B. There will be significant difference between
on attitude towards modernization. Non- rural and urban females on their attitude
scheduled caste females hold significantly more towards modernization.

favourable attitude towards modernization than

scheduled caste females. And urban femalesholds ~Method

more favourable attitude towards modernization Sample: The study was conducted on a

than rural females in scheduled and non- sample of 200 females who were residing in

scheduled caste females. Chapra District. The sample consisted of 40 rural
. and 60 urban females in scheduled caste sample

Introduction and 40 rural and 60 urban females in non-

In the social sciences, modernization refers to ~ scheduled caste sample.
a standardized evolutionary transition from a pre- Test Used: Comprehensive Modernization

modern or traditional to a modern society. The  Scale, developed by Ahluwalia and Kalia (1985)
teleology of modernization is described in social =~ has been used to measure the attitude of females
evolutionism theories, existing as a template that  towards modernization. This is five points Likert-
has gradually followed by societies that have type scale, consisting of 49 items. Higher score
achieved modernity. According to Chodak (1973),  denotes more favourable attitude towards
“To modernize means to render something outof modernization and low score denotes less

datetos  wuit the requirements of modern fayourable attitude towards modernization.
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Statistical Analysis: The obtained data has been put to suitable
statistical analysis.

Mean, S.D. and t-ratio have been computed to test the
significance of difference between mean scores of groups.

Showing the Mean, S.D. and T-ratio of Attitude Towards

Modernization
Group No. Mean SD T-ratio DF Level of
significance

S.C. Female 100 8320 24.318717  4.5593689 198 .01
Non-S.C. Female 100 97.40 19.457389

Rural S.C.F 40  72.00 19.072231  4.2512967 98 .01
Urban S.CF 60  90.66 24.704363

Rural Non-S.C.F 40  91.25 24.329765  2.0466042 98 .05
Urban Non-S.C.F 60 101.16 22.779132

The analysis of data obtained through administration of
Modernization Scale revealed that there exists significant difference
between scheduled and non-scheduled samples on their attitude
towards modernization. The mean AM score of scheduled caste
females is 83.20 while that of non-scheduled caste females is 97.40.
The obtained t-ratio to test the significance of difference between
two means is 4.5593689 which is significant at .01 level so it can be
said that there is significant difference between two communities
on attitude towards modernization. It means non- scheduled caste
females like significantly more modernization than scheduled caste
females. On comparing rural and urban samples in scheduled casts
females on attitude towards modernization, we find that urban
sample’s mean is 90.66 and rural sample’s mean is 72.00. And t-
ratio to test the significance of difference between two means is
4.2516967 which is higher than the required value at .01 level so it
can be stated that there is significant difference between rural and
urban samples in scheduled caste females. It means urban
scheduled caste females are more pro to modernization as compare
to their rural counter parts.

On comparing rural and urban samples in non-scheduled caste
females on their attitude towards modernization, we find that urban
sample’s mean is 101.16 and rural sample’s mean is 91.25. And the
t-ratio to test the significance of difference between two means is
2.0466042 which is higher than the required value at .05 level so it
can be stated that there is significant difference between rural and
urban samples in non-scheduled caste females. It means urban non-
scheduled caste females are more pro to modernization than their
rural counter parts.

Conclusion
A. Community and residential area lay their effects on attitude
towards modernization.
B. Non-scheduled casts females hold more favourable attitude
than scheduled caste female on their attitude towards
modernization.

C. Urban scheduled caste
females hold significantly
more favourable attitude
than rural scheduled caste
females on their attitude
towards modernization.

D. Urban non-scheduled
caste females hold more
favourable attitude than
rural non-scheduled caste
females on their attitude
modernization.
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Abstract

This study was conducted with a view to
make a comparison between Hindu and Muslim
students, regarding their adjustment level. For
this study 200 students were selected on random
basis.

They were the students of B.A level reading
in Muzaffar Pur district. Their age range was 18-
22 years. The sample comprised of 100 Muslim
students and 100 Hindu students. Students were
from both rural and urban areas.

Bell Adjustment Inventory(Hind version)
developed by Mohsin-Shamshad was used to
measure the adjustment level of the students. The
result indicated that community and residential
area cast their effects on adjustment level. Hindu
students were significantly more adjustable than
Muslim students and adjustment level of urban
students in both communities was higher than
the rural students.

Introduction

Adjustment may be defined in various ways.
But one of its most suitable definition is in terms
of achieving a balance between internal demands
and the requirements of the environment or
between internal psychological forces and

Psychology

external conditions of the individual, and it is a
continuing process and not a condition(Gordon,
1963, Smith, 1961 and others).

According to Shaffer(1968), “ Adjustment is a
process by which a living organism maintains
balance between its needs and the circumstances
that influence the satisfaction of these needs”.

Certain studies have been conducted in the
past related to adjustment problem of students
of different educational levels(Pandey,1968; Cox,
1982; Agarwal and Power, 1983) but no study has
been made with regard to adjustment in the area
of home and health of degree level students
belonging to Hindu and Muslim communities
and residing in rural and urban areas of Muzaffar
Pur district.

Students are the pillars of the country so their
adjustment level must be taken into account and
this study is a try in this regard.

Objective
The objective of this study is to make a

comparison between Hindu and Muslim students
regarding their adjustment level.

Hypotheses

In the light of above mentioned objective,
certain hypotheses were formulated.

( a) There will be significant difference between
Hindu and Muslim students on their
adjustment level.

(b) There will be significant difference between
urban and rural students on their
adjustment level in Hindu and Muslim
communities.

Method

Sample

The study was conducted on randomly
selected sample of 200 students who were reading
in B.A in Muzaffar Pur district. There were 35
urban and 65 rural students from Hindu
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community and there were 65 rural and 35 urban students from
Muslim community.

Test Used

Bell Adjustment Inventory(HN) was used which has been
developed by Mohsin-Shamshad in 1987. It was used to assess the
adjustment level of the students. High score in this inventory
indicates poor adjustment and low score indicates healthy
adjustment.

Statistical Analysis

Mean, S.D for both groups were calculated and T-ratio was
applied to test the significance of difference between these two
groups.

Showing the Mean, S.D and T-ratio of Adjustmet Level of Hindu
and Muslim Students.

Gruops No. Mean S.D T-ratio DF Level of
significance

Hindu 100 85.60 25.686377

Muslim 100 100.60 19.177851 4.6793277 198 .01

U. H. 35 77.07 23.463388

R.H. 65 90.80 10.679848 3.2835804 98 .01

U. M. 35 9278 2273898

R.M. 65 104.19 16.913283 2.6057234 98 .01

The result indicates that there is significant difference between
Hindu and Muslim students regarding their adjustment level. The
mean of former is 85.60 and the mean of later is 100.60. The obtained
T-ratio is 4.6793277 which is higher than the required value at .01
level so it can be concluded that the adjustment level of the Hindu
sample is better than Muslim sample.

On comparing rural and urban sample in Hindu community,
we find that there is significant difference between them. The mean
of urban Hindu students is 77.07 while that of rural Hindu student
is 90.80. And the T-ratio is 3.02835804 so it can be stated that urban
students are more adjustable than rural students in Hindu
community.

On comparing rural and urban students in Muslim community,
we find that there is significant difference between them. The mean
of urban student is 92.78 and the mean of rural students is 104.19.
And T-ratio is 2.6057234. So it can be concluded that urban students
have more ability to adjust than rural students in Muslim
community.

Conclusion

Finally it can be concluded
that

(@) Community and residen-
tial area lay their effects on
the adjustment level of
students.

(b) Hindu students are more
adjustable than Muslim
students.

(c) Urban students are
having more adjustment
ability than rural students
in both Hindu and
Muslim communities.
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