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Editorial

The Government of India (GOI) has expressed its readiness to allow educational traders from all
over the world i.e. 160 member-nations of World Trade Organisation (WTO) to establish colleges,
universities and other technical or professional institutions in India as commercial ventures. This is
done in form of submitting ‘offers’ to WTO. Once India’s education sector comes under this regime,
the people’s right to education, for which the GOI should be democratically accountable, will be
completely dismantled. The unbridled privatization and commercialization demanded by the WTO-
GATS regime would not only deny access to the poor but also to those who may afford to purchase
it in the market since even they would not get it worth the name. This is because thorough
commercialization will result in degradation of education, course content and pedagogical practices.
The academic autonomy, independent research and democratic spaces in our educational institutions
will be eroded. The WTO regime considers education as a tradable service and a commodity and

student as a customer in clear legal terms.

Once the global commitment for market access in education comes into force, essentially speaking,
the GOl would be bound to protect the interests of foreign and domestic corporate houses who pursue
trade in education against the interests of the students and teachers of the country. If the people of
India, particularly students and teachers, fail to bring pressure on the government to withdraw the
‘offers” given to WTO in higher education sector immediately, our education system will be entangled
with the WTO regime forever and be doomed.

Technically speaking, the GOl had submitted its ‘offers’ for ‘Market Access’ in "Higher Education
Sub-Sector’ to WTO way back in August 2005 as a part of Doha Round Trade Negotiations which
started in 2001 in Doha, Qatar. However, they have not yet become ‘commitments” as the trade
negotiations could not be concluded for the last 10 years. But now there is a fresh momentum in the
negotiations. Plans are on to expedite the process of the ongoing trade negotiations in WTO from the
coming July and successfully conclude them in the ensuing Tenth Ministerial Conference to be held
at Nairobi, Kenya from December 15 to 18 this very year. This Conference aims at significantly
widening the jurisdiction and scope of WTO. If the Indian government does not withdraw its ‘offers’
given to WTO in Higher Education Sector well in advance of the Conference, these would
automatically become irrevocable ‘commitments’ on the part of the nation, with far-reaching

implications.

—Editor
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= H G0 wE & fad T3 GiEA Sues R T
foren & oToemR el enfier dexerar &t Hifd 7 sHeh!
oH I Y& 9 Oftfer Weehar 9 dfaq & e @
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fafer) T Y 3R G anfefer HerEdn iR HfAfamerdt
qen T st &t fraa e gt Aty
et off qun 99 qieE et ffy § afmfaa s
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BRI, ¥-43 & qed, HIO TRHR i1 9Rd | firen
R TH A@ @9 & & R Ko T I8 @A
ST ATIR. THI-THT T Fa&dt @I, 20 9 915
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foren W frgea st 1 fofel qen uwa |
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1w o i 1 9fd 2 (Ferd g8 9fd @ R
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A 1 T &R e S hrEl % TROTHEEY
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FH5T WHR W a7 =27 &1 399 ® gl 9% h
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TR faR=Ihl & &R sHh WU § fSeye ot

3T
WEHERT ST’

R-gTrgw
(Non- Recurring)

NEUER
(Recurring)

1911 90,17,000.00 -

1912 65,00,000.00 60,00,000.00
1913 3,19,00,000.00 55,00,000.00
1914 - 9.,00,000.00

4,74,17,000 1,24,00,000.00
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A don T i TR W AR 8 ®
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1870-71 ® Ik | WA ™ 8.1 @ &9 off, 5l
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WHR faemesl W e o @< § Yok g W
TR 194000 I ff (" SXqd: XA hl ST hl o
e qh gyl Siferh o Yook Wiw 1@ 9
FA I F TH e 9w fG@E o+ @

ISP gl & sifaftad S Wia ¥R-+ faemfaa
gl 98 T GXestl Ud TRufchien & fasa 9
ST ol 1882 & forem W TR WM 7 sAferaRiien
w9 ° WU Rren e T w@emen geenst
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TeEqUl WREK i ghHfea feram @y & fan
Teefl W T TEeE | et arie #ec | 8
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QRIS ;: SRS A9 & STHTavard i FHTe
AT © T SEY ST 1 S <l 81 SIS oo
1 | PR 8 S € S SEeh WA | 9IS %
Ui SR S B Ol @ T AT FHISR
AT T HROT 41 71 3HY SRR Al 21,
H-gehdl, s Ul o forg eTqeor S| erquet
I 3R 39 g1 34 71 FHB A Frergfa v Swamfa
S S i qeh ST ofd €1 SRISHTRY 37931
o o & foIq T q¥e 1 AR IR HESl %
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o Wil SThITT Iq~1 B TG &1 FET STehIST AR
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el W e g1 Yese SUSR §qE w9
Y HfY FoEE § @A H oo @

TH TWE SR TR AU 1 TR €| a&d:

TS -39 § =afed & fou fased &1 &
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ATRT TR T ALgel, USRS f997, 8 gad Afee Sia,
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2 Safeh aT&ifaendl 98 2 fh IR
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ST T & Heewy 392 YshR
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A R eAYfd ®wES: 1.77 @E
qAq 1.69 M@ &AM i & TSR
I HIAN S Gkl 2 i1 Tusel
ol 1 g H HIHT HH @I 2

Fgdl AaNSIRT F HROT

IRd | agd s & Jq@
R0 e B

YR e § S SRl § sgad (89 o)

(1) & SR ST h! TqATd
ﬁﬂfﬂ:—ﬁ?ﬁﬂmaﬁ
i qfH T STTEEA 1 TR
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Ff & w1 fawm aga
i1 @1 €1 7 & forshaeiiet
ATTE I ST
W HA H oerEmd 2
e diferst § Sueted B-

¥ VR FEfad #1 G @ Usied SR SR g9 919 R ® usiga omasw

1991 854 62.35 253.3 36299.7
1992 860 5300.6 283.7 36758.4
1993 887 5532.2 231.4 36275.5
1994 891 5927.3 204.9 36691.5
1995 895 5858.1 214.9 36742.3
1996 914 5872.4 233.0 37429.6
1997 934 6322.0 275.0 39139.9
1998 945 5825.0 233.3 40089.6
1999 955 5966.0 221.3 40371.1
T S B @A H T AT A 1998 F 58.52 @ qen a¥ TG F & § IR & w5
EfF A ad 1997 F AR E 1999 F 59.66 ARG AN T | HH AW IR TN ¢ AR SFHRR
79 T TEITA ISR el e 2000 § TRT WM W AMER  S9H HIEH T Yo SRISTIR i
F U A o AHS RH A W gfg g R A% GEm Wey W 2
g1 ad 1997 # SR 6322 W@ 60.41 Ar@ a WS, H A4A F  (3) uqul fren womed: W
A USTR FEferdl § 51 o, 981 Scaeehdl s &R wgd A€l @ ¥ Fed g e & g
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AUSI S Hraifis Feldh §
H R FA & AU sHE I
feran s =nfee-

(1) enfeiw fawra #t wfa a0
- SRS T IHE
% WE §HYE & fau
Tqfea et fawm iR
IS AN A HT BT
CIERRETE

(2) wmge 9fg | fgsrom:-
qRd H SHEen & §gd
91 qoE #1 Hiaad et
F G H A eI
o gferd e ®© ®1 @ed
FT FHH P HROT FACK
T o o 9 @t &
oI TSR & STa 3UaTs
HRA G9a & 81 @t
SEEn gfg W e gl

(3) @9 I ® faeE W
R :- @Y IR HIR S
T IR & T IUTs
FHIET AT T ST i
T 3 & HHA-HH H
fpan s =nfew

(4) gwgera Ffwmal’ wi
qieaTe:- M omffs
fopamnal, S- SeareH, oo,
TR Yol 371TE g
&l o sm-a=d gfeaal

Uk AN B T 2
TerTferd WA qe ey
& offashr & o 39 9t
g5 o FifeR aRe 5u
T AU T wHEn ®
TEYF & fau 391 | smféfe
fpamrama o 99 gu™
RIESR I M o
aAfersr g o @ =nfeu)
(5) wrEatg@ gfereor #1
gfaumd:- wrRa # e
H GEE ® YHED SR
Tt | g & fau
wWiEeE &t onfas 9
stferss wic@ed 3 &l
HlARYendl %l %°||’:'1¢IIWI"Iﬁ
afs & fou e goei 1
I S R e
o gt 3 #1 S
ZTEE Hi ST Alfedl

el

SR T 961 Bl @R FEl
S ekl ®1 T SRS w1 w
e €Y GO & faU Fwaw
T T B SIS T ST T8
2 o et Tl 1 e Yarety
gfcerd e =R garn 9 e &
IRl o St @1 21 #E e 9
T e W Y A s
F T oM H e e w R
#fed T qHE AHMGE AT R
IS T W@ B, W AN et Tl
1 off goIerd: Wierd: gefad
W ¥ W W ISR a1 h
frarfa 3 e gea @ a1 feon
? Toheg USTIR Sea=1 e =1 el
T Ud h! fAaey s B,

(117)/3RET-Te@wa, 2015

A<t fcodan



el @8 T g e &
B, 3R 37 HM YR Rl ST
21 g0 SRS ® 4T 9ISt et
o gfga a1 gl

e -y

(1) == “YiEd] we sfetgdaurie”
S afeAfyT BRE feel 1987
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Hacd &1
YU :
-9 & a9y
ggd o

T 9T I AH-A9H @7 § sTeafed
3T &I eAfveAfed wE BQ- W, o9, fai,
Heey afe YsErEel H T F

A <E H At w1 AW Cheaed’ ®1 g TRl
Hoe s @t €, dfcs o9 %1 98 e sfem
®, S Wepld & el W g iR W gl 21 Hied
H Wiftd F-<3 T 6T 21 WHEd: HiE,
AYeRT el shered 3 i WHA I B| WiEd <9 ®
ged o FEl emuron ?) ffaw 3@ 9 enenfaew
froft @ g@-3:@ & 9@ 9@ @A ud Uhfa 9@
STt F=TaT 1 9 79 1 deTH & TR s1er
Y 2a1 81 729 0 fay[g Wy dhaed & &9 § 5
eIk hidl € a0 SH WH T A1 aE i heed
T S S| YRl qen w3 | @ e wwred €
T W & T Y hoed i Wik gt 81 7 el
% &Y B, Fgl Qo Feid WU T ARE HH
o 7 HyE eq, farda feq, fagrs saa 9w
g

Hogto vl Ty for@d € &, "The knowledge

that I am not, that nothing is mine, that ego is unreal,
when constantly meditated upon, becomes pure
incontrovertible and absolute and leads to

"l

liberation.

uiea s o ey ga-fafe w deea wifa
% foIu qeaa 1 GedEeE aar T Rl TH AR
THf 9 SHk o S9 eEwR, 9fg, W, <9

G0t NN

i@, o9 Hed s a1 faae e fwen
TR, A T SR gRY w1 fags Was & w9 d
e Suersy 1 Tiewe o ey iR yhfd % ua
ey =1 € ud gF1 awal @ TRifua | 9 8
ST, 3 T e k1 GHE QA STl &1 qHE
T €9 H ORI A o Yepfd 3191 & TR0 9
I Bial B1 319 foaer o yepfa o fafay w9 @1
forerer #ed gu 78 T fopen T © T, “gfte wefa
Td @Y % G 9 Bl @) oAl g@-3@ w9 S
T e e M I
U YA § AfEn €, 9 & haed & fau T
TR TEEF ¢ 3R 9% o emavde & an
TWWW%WHﬁWw
|"2

hacd ®i feafa &t 9 3feat o afvfa fean mn

2= (1) TN I gfte 9 (2) e i g Wi gEu
3R Yepfd 1 WA & @ 1 SR B

“ger-geEAl wAM B9 Rq:™ R 3@ AN W
HRT Sifern € Stferen g wieliF B 31d: 78 Han
off IS <hTet © =l 31 @1 &1 38 HAN & SR &
Thfd Td qEE Wid BT 3T TEY hl el 99 €,
Taflt O @ 9 sT@ifas fgfa gq 39 sAfaen
s =4 1 g Stfa enavesh ®1 39 SAfern
%1 AT B SH WS g 9 TA qEN % G 6
A9 © e Hiel 2

TG AT 1 AT TS hefed w1 Wi o1 THAS
39 ® ‘faas et

“fader I fawrar g ara:”

s fom qof ®9 9 ffa & S @ A sad
faaerenta ®u fafre 7= %1 <9 @@ @1 foam
figeg fored &~ “fafdem g & & 91 W @E &
o @nfa &1 333 A A a7 HT FIHR &
ST 81 56 Tolt 99T 1 319en & Tedl, it 36
frde fom o etfaen =1 oo oft stawm =& @I

Tolo, H-THoTlo (J¥EMEA), fioulo WFER favafaeme™, AreTR
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ard: el Sfed e &t T
AT YT Hel S Ffek HId
grm ™

TH YhR Fa HEw S
foaereta @1 & 1 e €
3R SHH! Wi & Hereerwy e
et et ot fafgal’ qen
TATETST qwafg i ot S
T Tl Ak 38 QT HId
T W foied wa € @ fFRR
faaeenfa &1 € yare aus &
o # 2w R

Tg IraTen oH-TE gurfy
Fead 21 famr fre] 3@ grEE
I T GRS A 7, AR
TH I TN & faeTamey sifamnfe
ST T guiTd B S

I A e w9 q
JHR B Hacd FI oA H Bl
Frerfa g 579 9 9o ot 9
1 e’ qun fgdta 1 gEw =
ey’ A E-- “ TrEgiasar o
T Hig e

XY 99 Yhid & 25 TR
®Y 3@ oal ®, 99 I 0@
g ® fF ae (F) frjo €1 wpfa
ufomd fre ®, § e fr g
Ad: 3’8 yefa fu= A%
‘ferrereta’ €1 e I8 I @l
Sl €, q9 gl 1 AW B S
2, I%9 I Shaed SUTeY 8 Sl
?1 weft 3@l @ gfE wefa @
fafaer wdf O SIEHD A1 Haed
/e T A 2l

AM-TAS TR HE- I,
YROT, &2 ST THIY & Hoeasd
e HieT Bl W el 21 HiE

HT Rl | ¢ N T e
TE ®, SAeHT 1 T el wey
1 TEEH oA € e ©1 HieT
e H SATHT 1 5w R
S @1 e 39 9t YHR &%
am @ (S S SHE-UE
?) g HT €1 T YR STquiar
9 quieT ! Wi 1 & e’ we
S @1 e i erereen § fafay
3:@ 1 A9 &l S @1 G gehn
% g 1 former & Hier 21 wer-
TH, T=21, ¥H, ¥ a 3= &
RO 1 ToeT Y 3 21 Eh
FEEY 5@l h1 39§ 9 37d
Bl S R

Hacd 19U FH & fau
evas € foh shaed i fefd
Tk TEH Al SR T e
& 9 o &1 o Frufor feen
Sl

wheled I Wit el TaIY ¥
& 8 Thdl ®, S, T, Sy,
qoen’ § &l it 3 g fatg
W HE ol o HEieE e
& = 2

“Oe % 3]F B W AfaEn w1
T ¥ ghadl @ HERRI T qaen
e B ST € U g e
Ty o =1t feorrg == | it
B W 1 g W e 9
399 B @ 8, 5§ gW A %
o f1:9R 9ar & fausi &1 ek
T S, T8 gden fared @
S 2 3R 39 fordehae § fRE
Gl © Al hered ® ATIE Bl
S €1 A S R | faed=
B ST Y 2l ®, it Tor
w1 A RO F foel= 8 S

R ger-wey | wfafted g
TE e 1

Afor ¥ % Rl H o7 &
3 HRO § & B S W IE
TS Heigl % Ty IR & e 9
e & W 2, 7 faee gfw 2l
“As soon as Gita gets merged in
the gaunas, the vital function too
stops automatically and the Yogin
is separated for ever from the

body. This is the stage of
Videhamukti according to

Sankhya Yoga."”

M- & SFTER heed
TN | IHY A WEY § Aafeed
B Sl €1 39 g 1 Seord T
B ‘gl I i sheed
@&y yiqssran fafa sredfifa) ™

St fom wee off et S weh
& fop 701 gew % 9 wd Hier w9
wsH & fafg & fau R yaa
B ?, 7o % wemgermed € A
IR, Ao ud gfg enfe &
w9 § URomm 9@ Y €| GARR
4 39 HE- FHRUTHS WO &
Jog & fau ‘ufd gwa’ = @
v e B1 el wfd wEe wsg |
fafea stef o1 favie wasietor g0
YhR B- “oH HROTHAS O
e HEhR, G- iR
iy g

IH dH  FERR T H o
& W ¥, T eEHR H foefH
B B, EHR WHRU dfg |
AR dfg B W wEd geH
YHfd § Yerd We 9 el 2

<fe i #1 gfdwEE a1 yem
& sheed &1 WEy 21 sHH
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%1 HE g B 9§ qey fod
w1 Sy T Wed o S g1 sty
qq fod 9 @& 9 9 # IS
oqd &Y HH @l gl sheed
F Ig A O H I | H
T $1 it fafa vl @ gfe
9 fafeafed & w6 @&y | yfawst
& haed Bl 3@ YHR & ON H

ey H I Y S ey ge
w1 @ey § oEfked wA, gfg
#1 e fag 89 W qey o,
ST T ST @, TS ey 2
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The Religious
Culture of the Old
Jaipur

Vikas kumar

In Jaipur, religion has always played an
essential part in human life. It has been a crucial
factor in shaping and moulding the society.’
Though, it was much dependent on the political
and social atmosphere of a particular age, which
has to be understood in a certain manner. In the
sphere of religious activities and establishing new
conceptual ideas regarding religion Jaipur has its
own approach and understandings. In this
research work we shall look at the religious
culture and folk deities of the region observing
their immense impact on the people of this arena.
We shall also comprehend the changing situation
of the region in the sphere of culture and religion.

This region of Jaipur is full of different deities
and semi gods, some of which are related to the
pan Hindu religion but some of them are merely
the gods of the particular region. The definitions
and understandings of such gods have been
discussed in the chapters accordingly.

A remarkable feature of Jaipur is the big
number and variety of the temples. There are
more than one thousand temples, and the city and
its people are well-known for their devoutness;
like Benaras, Vrindaban etc; are famed for their
sacredness. The rulers of Jaipur too have always
been inclined towards the holiness and not only
this they have also been noted for the extensive
acceptance displayed towards other beliefs. There
are thus many religious representations in Jaipur;
the Muslims alone figuring almost one fifth of the
entire population showing the religious harmony

Ph.D, Student, Delhi University
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in a certain manner. Among the Hindus, there is
the preponderance of Vaishnavas or believers in
Vishnu and his diverse manifestation.” Vishnu,
the preserver, is one of the gods of the Hindu
Trinity. Then there are the Shaktas or the devotees
of Shakti (or Devi), the ensemble of Shiva or
Mahadeva. After these may be brought up in
point of numbers the Jains, the Dadu Panthis,
Jogis and Sadhus of different divisions and the
Arya Sama]is.

Jaipur, the city enthralling to the modern
tourists, is a city of temples, more than a mere
sight-seeing centre to a visitor. With all its varied
fare, medieval as well as modern, it is looked
upon by them as a moral and sacred town, a place
of pilgrimage consecrated by such Vaishnavite
temples which relieve a devotee from the
clumsiness of the materialistic life.

The ancient name of Jaipur was
Dhundharpur. It is said that it was kept on the
name of a demon Dhundhar. Jaipur is the seat of
district supervision and the capital of Rajasthan
state. The place was initially named as Jainagar
after its founder Sawai Jai Singh II. In wake of
time it obtained the present name. It is situated
in the eastern part of the Rajasthan and lies
between 26 degree and 22 minute and 27 degree
52 minute north latitudes and between 74 degree
55 minute and 76 degree 50 minute east
longitudes.’It is bordered on the north by Sikar
district of Rajasthan and Mahendragarh district
of Haryana, on the south by Tonk district, on the
east by Alwar and Sawai Madhopur districts and
on the west by Nagaur and Ajmer districts.*

Thus Jaipur seems to be a fusion of the many
cultures all around and hence the influence of
many local religions and religiosity is observed
in the region as the masses living in villages
created their own new deities in the guise of folk
heroes and founded various folk religions. We
understand Folk religion as consisting
of ethnic or regional religious traditions under
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the supremacy of a religion, but
outside of official doctrine and
practices.’Folk religion has been
understood as “the totality of all
those perceptions and practices
of religion that subsist among
the people apart from and
beside the strictly theological
and liturgical forms of the
official religion.® The term “folk
religion” is usually held to
include two related but
separate subjects. The firstis the
religious dimension of folk
culture, or the folk-cultural
dimensions of religion. The
second refers to the study
of syncretism between two
cultures with different phases
of formal expression.

Thus in this region of

Jaipur, PabuJi, Harbu]li,
Ramdev]i, Meho]i, Gogali, etc;
mostly Rajputs were

considered as demi gods.” They
were broadly venerated by the
majority mainly living in
villages. The hereditary
followers of some of them were
the Thoris, and the Dhedhs.
These instances provided
prospect to other low caste
people also to get the blessings
of these folk deities. Inspired by
the sacrifice made by these
Rajput heroes, for saving the
cows for instance, castes like the
Jats and Gujars also defied their
historical personages and
glorified their acts of similar
sacrifice or other deeds of
courage. Teja Ji.? for the Jats and
Deva Ji for the Gujars are two
such examples. Saint Mava Ji is
yet another example from the
area recognized as Bagad
(Dungarpur - Banswara). Even
the “Satis’” and brave warriors

were worshipped by people of
all societies simliarly.

It has been observed that
Goga Ji was worshipped even
by the Mohammadens. Hindu
women also assumed that their
children will be cured of all
diseases and would lead a
happy and long life if they
passed underneath the ‘Tajiyas’
on the event of the Moharram.

The Mother goddess,
though not so significantly
worshipped in temples, has
been the family deity of almost
all Hindu families. As Kul-devi
she is worshipped and
privileged, while as bestower of
long married life, she is
worshipped by all Hindu
married women and virgins,
annually on the occasions of
Teez and Gangaur festivals.

InJaipur, Parvati also called
Devi or Mata is another name
of Shakti, whose followers form
the sect of Shaktas, Just as
among the Vaishnavas, there is
a group who think that Laxmi
(wife of Vishnu) is the only
worthy deity who can protect
man, so does this sect of
Shkatas, which is only an offset
from the main stock of Shaivas
and believe that Devi is the only
entity worthy of worship and
capable of yielding salvation,
she is also worshipped under
the name of Kali or Mahakali
and has her shrine at Amber
where she is known by the
name of Sheela Devi (the
goddess of the slab).” A goat is
sacrificed to her every morning,
and her icon with eight hands
riding on a lion and killing the
demon called Mahishasur, is
the most awe-imposing. Her

famous shrines are in
Kalkattaand Nagarkot (in the
Himalayas).

The influence of the Shakti
sect is evinced there on every
family. Devi or Mata also called
Kuldevi of the Kacchwah is
Jamvay, whose major shrine is
near Ramgarh about ten miles
to the north-east of Amber. Just
as there are different names,
incarnations and forms of
Vishnu and Mahadeva, so are
there of Parvati. Nava Durgas
(nine goddesses), also called
mavilis are the nine different
deieties of the sect, and
according to the Tantric
tradition the goddesses have
power to assume any of these
form to help her devotees. The
Shaktas and Shaivities
conjointly have another class
called Ban Margas, who believe
that salvation can be obtained
by the use of psychic forces
through their own peculiar
methods, to which the use of
hymns, wines, flesh, and
woman is necessary. There are
still few of them to be found in
Jaipur.'

During the period under
discussion it was Sawai Jai
Singh of Jaipur who took a
leading position to see the
appropriate functioning of
various religious sects in his
territory. As he was himself a
scholar and was well versed in
the Vedic religion, he
endeavored his best to adjust
and bring about a religious
harmony of all faiths.

There have been many
different sects and cults in the
region of Jaipur as there are four
principle sects of Vaishnavas: as
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1.Ramanuja, 2.Nimmarkars
3.Madhvas 4.Gokulasthas. The
followers of all are found in
Jaipur. The Nimmarkars are the
oldest sect but from the point
of view of numbers, the
Madhwas and Gokulsthas rank
first. The Ramawats and
Ramanandis with their
different sects, as Kabir Panthis,
relate to the first named sect;
their chief shrines in Jaipur are
those in the Galta and that of
Balanand Ji, Ramchandera Ji
etc.!

The Ramanujas are
worshippers of Rama, while the
three others (Nimmarkars,
Madhwas and Gokulas) are
worshippers of Krishna. Sawai
Jai Singh himself interfered in
religious matters and persisted
on the Vedic principles to be
followed. He also tried to adjust
the inner discipline of various
sects and him self being a
philosophical scholar was
perhaps able to induce all
concerned of his ideas and
views about the particular
religious rites. He had also got
obtained written undertakings
from most of them. ‘Sammati
Patras’ were also accepted from
renowned leaders of religions
of his period bringing out their
opinions on definite matters
There are many evidences
available of the scholastic
deliberations about the soul and
God," the rights of Shudras and
the devotees etc.”"Mahants were
also fined heavily if they were
not found of good conduct.
Kishan Chandra Sharma,
Mahant of Madan Mohan Ji's
temple, was fined Rs. 15000/ -.
The Mahants who absconded,

were summoned before the
Maharaja in person. **

The main features that
stand confirmed by these
details are that Maharaja Sawai
Jai Singh had the highest regard
for the Vedic Dharma and that
he also tried to standardize the
regulations pursued by various
other sects. Though he was very
attentive towards the co-
existence of all religious sects in
his territory, he nevertheless
liked to be assured that each of
them followed their doctrines
strictly.

There are many other
evidences of the patronages of
these gods and semi gods.
Certain copper plates and stone
edicts may also be quoted to
show the patronage given to all
Hindu sects by the then rulers
of the states."

As already shown, an
intrinsic harmony did exist
among the various Hindu sects
of the time, and their deities
could be freely accommodated
in a single structure. A section
of the Nimmarkas is also found
serving as militia in Jaipur, and
are stationed in Torawati; they
look like the Nagas of the Dadu
Panthi sect. Initially all these
sects had no distinction of
castes, any man who was
converted a Vaishnava was
considered as a brother, and
even now the same law is
accepted with more or less force
though the caste system has
implemented its effect, so that
Brahamans have got the
prevalence in all the affairs.
While taking the Mahaprasad
(the edibles approved and
tasted by the lord), all members

of the sect can sit at the same
place as members of the Grand
brother hood, no matter to what
caste they belong, and are
sanctified by the ceremony. For
many centuries a very great
controversy existed between
the Vaishnavas and the
Shaivitees (folllowers of
Mahadeva), but time has
gradually toned down the
resentment of feeling, and now
each sect respects the deity
proper to the other as well as his
own."

There are also some
seasonal fairs held in Jaipur and
Rajasthan which reflect the
religious culture of the region
in a peculiar way. Another
Popular saying in Rajasthan is
“Teej Tyohara Baori, Le Doobi
Gangaur”, meaning that the
cycle of festivals finishes with
Teej in the month of Shravan
and the year beginning from
this festival is rounded up with
Gangaur. Teej has its own
significant place among the
festivals organized in this
region. It is practically the
festival of the rains during
which the monsoon is good and
extensive. Teej is a festival for
girls, daughters and daughter
in -laws. They all are offered
sweets and garments on this
particular day. Swings are fixed
for the ladies and newly
married girls return to their
parents” home to enjoy the
swinging in familiar
surroundings. There are three
Teej festivals organized in a
year and fairs are held in these
occasions. So many decorated
horses, camels and liveried
attendants give company to the
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idol of Teej in procession. These
interesting  details and
information provide a vibrant
idea about the religious culture
of Jaipur.
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Dr. Ambedkar on
Buddhist
Conversion

Tej Pratap Azad

Itis very difficult to renounce one’s ancestral
religion to embrace Buddhism or any other
religion. Itis not easy to rebel against the parents,
the family and the entire surrounding in search
of the truth. Itis to invite sorrows and sufferings,
troubles and dangers, and hence this is done by
only those who have the courage of conviction to
face all the hardship and hindrances coming in
the way. Thus their sense of right and wrong, their
will power, sacrificing quality, courage to face
allround dangers and hazards and ambition to
defeat the nefarious designs of antagonistic forces
against their following the right path, should be
brought to light for others to see and act.
Ambedkar was attracted towards Buddhism from
his very childhood as he was presented a book
by A.K. Kaluskar on the life of Buddha. Till 1935-
36 Ambedkar had an urge for Hindu Sangathan.
He proposed some reforms to remove caste
system, but he failed in his serious efforts to have
the remedy for the malady. Ambedkar could not
appreciate the weaknesses of finding out the true
and original teachings of Buddha on the basis of
historical Research. Buddha was a historian, he
had been unfortunately consigned to oblivion
due to non availability of his biography based on
authentic records. Prof. Herman Oldenberg, a
German Scholar who has studied life, doctrine
and order of Buddha seriously and
sympathetically and who had demolished the
skeptical theory of solar Buddha put forward by
M. Senart, under the headings “The character of
Tradition, legend and Myth” writes: there is no
lack of current legendary narratives which the

History

Buddhists relate concerning the founder of their
faith. Can we learn anything of the life of Buddha
from them? Some have gone further and have
asked : Had Buddha ever lived? or at least
Buddhism must have had a founder : Has that
Buddha ever lived, whom those narratives seem
to present to us, though in a super-human form
and in miraculous surroundings? Any how
Gautam Buddha is the father of Buddhism. His
teachings are authoritative and binding on all
Buddhists. The Buddhist is duty-bound to try to
find out what the original teachings of Buddha
were. If he fails in this task and yet persists in
calling himself a Buddhist, he must be honest
enough to admit that what he believes is may not
be the original teachings of Buddha; may, they
may even be quite different from that which
Buddha taught. Now historical criticism has
proved quite conclusively that the original
teachings of Buddha can never be known what is
now claimed to be his teachings may or may not
be so. But most authorities seem to speak with
one voice that the Buddhism, which is presented
to the world is quite different to that which
Buddha preached. For example Dr. Edward
Conze in his eminently readable book
“Buddhism, Its Essence and Development” has
this to say : The truth is that the oldest stratum of
the existing scriptures can only be reached by
uncertain inference and conjecture. One thing
alone does all these attempts to reconstruct an
original Buddhism have in common. They all
agree that the Buddha’s doctrine was certainly
not what the Buddhists understood it. Mrs. Rhys
Davids, for instance purges Buddhism of the
doctrine of “not self” and monasticism. To her
some worship if “The man” is the original gospel
of Buddhism . H.]. Jennings, in cold Blood,
removes all references to reincarnation from the
scriptures and claims thereby to have restored
their original meaning Dr. P . Dhalke, again
ignores all the magic and mythology with which
traditional Buddism is replete, and reduces the

Research Scholar, Univ. Deptt. of History, T.M. Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur

(141) / October-December, 2015

Gaidhanliki



doctrine of the Buddha to a
quite reasonable agnostic
theory. (P 29).. From his part Dr.
Conze Frankly and honestly
States : “I confess that I do not
know what, the Gospel of
Buddhism was”. It seems that
the teachings of Gautam
Buddha were preserved in the
memories of his disciples.
Shortly after the death of
Buddha, a Council was held at
Rajgaha so that Buddha word
might be recited and agreed
upon. But in this council there
were differences of opinions or
rather conflicting memories.
The council, it appears, decided
to give preferences to the
opinion to Kayshapa and
Ananda, prominent disciples of
Buddha. The very most
therefore, which later Buddhist
literature can claim for their
source is the teaching of
Gautam Buddha as interpreted
by Kayshap and Ananda.

After the death of Buddha,
that the Buddhists could
overcome their founded trustin
human memory and destruct of
the written word (Edward
Conze, Buddhism its essence
and development (P. 29)), and
even when started writing
down and compiling of their
canon, as it has come down to
us, they paid scant regard to
just about everything the
historian requires in order to
asses the authenticity. Dr.
Conze remarks Buddhism is a
body of tradition. The most,
important of the Raj Texts, so

important, in fact that it may be
taken as the Bible of Buddhism
is the Tri-Pitaka. It is generally
conceded to be among the
earliest recorded Buddhist
literature and is placed at the 1st
Century B.C. It therefore
depends on a long, prior
tradition Neglecting the
weakness of non availability of
the original teachings of the
Buddha, why Ambedkar
embraced Buddhism?
Ambedkar loved Buddhism?
Ambedkar had an enquiring
mind. He assessed Hinduism
and suggested certain social
reforms in it. Most of them
related to the inequality and
caste system in Hinduism.
Ambedkar developed disgust
for poverty and more for self
imposed poverty. Once
Ambedkar remind the
Brahmins of asangaha admired
sereral social reformers who
reminded the Brahmins of
asangraha. The untouchables
might have tried to seek
happiness in poverty only
Ambedkar could not have
tolerated the idea of
untouchables, remaining poor
even after leading the worst
kind of life for thousand of
years in the past. Ambedkar
wanted to choose a religion
having a capacity of absorbing
Social, Economic and Political
justice. The ideology of
religious conversion of Dr.
Ambedkar should be
propagated in every nook and
cranny of the country to putand

>
*
*

end to caste system. So far as
caste system continues, social
equality will also remain a day-
dream. The solution of the Dalit
problems lies in the awareness
amongst people through proper
education, the awareness of fact
that all people belong to one
caste, the caste of human beings
(Mr. Joshi, Gandhi, Nehru,
Tagore and Ambedkar,
Abhivyakti Prakashan,
Allahabad 1996). At present the
neo-Buddhists (Dalits) following
Ambedkar are in a position of:
“out of the frying pan into the
fire” as an English saying goes.
Even Ambedkar had come
under fire from all sides by
interpreting Buddhism in his
own way and converting to it.
His book Buddha and his
Dhamma was criticized bitterly.

Ambetkar’s Buddhism is
based on hatred, Buddha’'s on
compassion. He preached non
Dhamma for motives of social
reform. This is the need of the
hour that his ideas be put on the
touch stone of modern
methodology of objective
research and criticism lest the
dalit should be a prey to perils
and pitfalls in the future.
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Parent Child
Relationship as
Related to
Achievement
Level, Gender and
Religion

Abstract

The present study aimed at examining the
parent-child relationship as related to
achievement level, gender, and religion. The
study was conducted on eighty (40 boys and 40
girls) school students studying in class Xth of
Ranchi. Students were classified into two groups
namely-high achievers (students obtained over
70% marks) and low achievers (students obtained
less 50% marks). Parent -child Relationship
Questionnaire (PCRQ) developed by Singh(1981)
was administered on students. Analysis of
Variance was used to see the main and interaction
effects of achievementlevel, gender and religion
on parent-child relationship. Level of
achievement , gender and religion did not
produce its statistically significant impact on
parent-child relationship, but interaction of
achievement level and gender(AXB), gender and
religion (BXC) showed statistically significant
effect on parent-child relationship.

Key words: Parent-child relationship,
academic achievement.

Psychology

Introduction

Family atmosphere is a very important factor,
which contributes to the parent child
relationship. Family atmosphere may be
characterized by the relationships that already
exist in it and moreover by the status of each
family member specially the parents.
Psychologists believe that child’s personality
largely depends upon his interaction with parents
and family members. A better understanding
between parents and child develops a sound
personality of the child. There is considerable
amount of research showing that parental
attitudes, child rearing behaviors and parent child
relationships are related to diverse aspects of
children’s development.

It is the right of each and every child to get
the full opportunities for his alround
development. A child gets all opportunities in a
parental home to develop physically, mentally
and culturally and fulfill his economic, social,
religious and educational needs. In addition the
beliefs, values and attitudes the societies are
filtered through the parents and transmitted to
the child in a highly personalized selective fission.
Every child is dependent on parents and finds
himself / herself face to face with a world that
gives and takes , which expects adoption and
sacrifices life. Parents should provide stimulation
attitude and insight that support the development
of each child’s potential with the youngest of
children the adult is totally responsible for
providing materials and playing with the child
as child’s attention span increase. During this time
family bonds play very important role in
development of child particularly both mother
and father have to be true nurses and teachers.
Home where the parents exhibit love and
affection is the best place for education and first
school of child. Without mother’s nourishment
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and father’s care children are
likely to suffer a lot , were
considered the important factor
which promote the educational
achievement of the children.
Characteristic behavior of
parents as experienced by their
children is taken as the measure
of parent-child relationship .

Academic achievement is
the core of the wider term
education growth includes
growth in all aspects.
Achievement is the proficiency
of performance in any skill or
knowledge. Academic
achievement refers to the
pupil’s  attainment  of
knowledge and  skills
developed in school subjects
which are assessed by
competent authorities with the
help of achievement tests in the
form of examination. Academic
achievement is a multi-
dimensional activity. It
generally refers to levels of
success of the proficiency in
academic work. It indicates
what a child has learnt or
acquired in particular subject.
Academic achievement as a
dependent variable is the result
of multiple intrinsic and
extrinsic factors such as,
intelligence,  personality
structure, family background
factors  (Koskinan and
Rosman,1974). Academic
achievement has always been
considered to be a very
important factor in the
educational life of an
individual, because good
academic record over years
predicts future success of a
person.. Hillard and Both (1969)
studied the relationship

between the mother -child
relationship and academic
achievement . It was found that
mothers of achievers were more
accepting than mothers of
under achievers. Hicks (1965)
found that the average and high
achievers perceived the father
-son relationship as warm and
accepting allowing the child to
devote more time and attention
to his needs for self-
actualization. The less parental
deprivation and higher
availability of father were
found to be selected to high
academic performance |,
particularly if the father
enjoyed intellectual activities.
Park, Young -Shin, Kim and
Uichol (2006) found positive
relationship between students
and parents tend to have higher
academic achievement. Xiao
and Chen (2004) stated that
there is a positive and
significant association between
parent child relationship and
academic achievement.
Adedokum and Balochweid
(2008) observed that the student
with positive and supportive
relationship with their parents
/ mothers were found to
perform better in their
academic performance
compared to their other peer
groups. Hyum Sik Kim (2011)
reported that children of
divorce experience setbacks in
Math’s test scores and show
problem with inter-personal
skills and internalizing
behavior during the divorce
period .They are more prone to
feeling of anxiety, loneliness,
low self- esteem, and sadness.
All these have an adverse

impact on academic

achievement.

Related research reviews
not only help to make an aware
of pitfalls that have

been experienced by the
researchers, but it also widens
the Investigator’s look ,
knowledge, insight and
experience with regard to the
subject. The purpose of present
study is to investigate parent
child relationship as related to
achievement level ,gender and
religion.

Sample: A sample of eighty
students of class xth were
selected on stratified random
basis for the present study. The
stratification was based on level
of achievement (high achievers
and low achievers), gender
(boys and girls) and religion
(Hindus and Muslims).So,
2x2x2 factorial design was used
in the study. There were eight
strata and each stratum
consisted 10 cases ,altogether,80
students were taken. High
achiever group consisting of
students who obtained above
70%marks and low achiever
group consisting of students
who obtained below 50%
marks in the same examination.

Tools: Following tools were
used in the present study.

Personal Data
Questionnaire(PDQ): This
questionnaire was used to elicit
information related to
achievement level, gender,
religion ,class etc. of the subject.

Parent- Child Relationship
Questionnaire (PCRQ): This
scale was developed by Singh
(1981), used to measure parent
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- child relationship .The scale includes six dimensions namely,
loving, dominating, rejecting, protecting, punishing and discipline.
The student’s score will indicate the degree of parent-child
relationship on a particular scale. High scores indicating greater
degree of parent-child relationship and low scores indicating low
relationship.

The purpose of the study was to see whether parent -child
relationship was associated with academic achievement, gender
and religion. With this point of view results were tabulated and
interpreted.

Table 1 presented the summary of analysis of variance which
showed the main and interaction effect of achievementlevel, gender
and religion on parent -child relationship.

Table 1: Summary of Analysis of Variance

Sources SS Df Mean Squares F P
AchievementLevel(A) 1.51 1 151 0.06 NS
Gender(B) 10.52 1 10.52 044 NS
Religion(C) 2311 1 2311 097 NS
AxB 374111 37411 15.77 < .01
AxC 911 1 9.11 038 NS
BxC 214.511 214.51 9.04 <.01
AxBxC 55.82 1 55.82 235 NS
BSS 688.99 7 9843 415 <.05
WSS 1708.572 23.73

Total 2397.49 79

In the main effect the first variable that is achievement level
did not show its significant effect on parent —child relationship (F
ratio-0.06). It means parent —child relationships were not associated
with academic achievement . High and low achievers did not differ
significantly on parent -child relationship. Second variable was
gender. Gender did not produce its significant impact on parent-
child relationship (Fratio-0.44). It means parent-child relationships
were not associated with gender. Boys and girls did not differ
significantly on parent-child relationship. In third variable religion
there was no significant difference between Hindus and Muslims
on parent-child relationship (Fratio-0.97). It revealed that religion
had no effect on parent-child relationship. Hindus and Muslims
children had same parent-child relationship.

The interaction effect between achievement level and gender
(AxB) showed statistically significant difference at .01level (F ratio-
15.77). It revealed that high and low achieving groups of boys and
girls differed significantly on parent-child relationship. The
interaction effect between achievement level and religion(AxC) was
insignificant (Fratio-0.38). It indicated that high and low achieving
groups of Hindus and Muslims did not differ significantly on parent
-child relationship. The interaction effect between gender and

religion (BxC) produced
statistically significant
difference at .01 level (Fratio-
9.04). It means Hindu and
Muslim boy and girl groups
differed significantly on parent-
child relationship. The
interaction effect of
achievement level, gender and
religion (AXBXC) did not show
statistically significant effect on
parent-child relationship (F
ratio-2.35).

In the light of above
analysis the conclusion may be
emerged out that parent- child
relationships were not
associated independently with
achievement level , gender and
religion. Butin interaction effect
high and low achieving groups
of boys and girls ,Hindu and
Muslim boys and girls
produced statistically
significant impact on parent-
child relationship.

Conclusion: The parents are
protecting in nature
irrespective of high and low
achievement of their children.
Equal symbolic punishment is
given to both high and low
achievers by the parents.
Irrespective of achievement the
parents equally reject the both
for their undue demands and
undesirable behavior. The high
as well as the low achievers
receive equal object
punishment for their mistakes.
The parents are equally
demanding in their children’s
school achievement ,discipline
and don’tallow to challenge the
authority of the elders. The
parents are equally indifferent
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and liberal in their attitude
towards both high and low
achievers. Irrespective of the
level of achievements of their
children the parents bestow
equal symbolic reward for their
good behavior and let them feel
proud of their good
work.Irrespective of level of
achievement the parents
equally reward the children for
their good deeds. The
neglecting behavior of the
parents is the same towards the
high and low achievers. Parents
should motivate the child in his
studies irrespective of his
achievement. Parents should
encourage the child in the field
in which he has interest. Parents
should counsel their wards
instead of giving them symbolic
or object punishment , so that

the child develops confidence
in himself and hence can
enhance his achievement.
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Child Labor in
Indian Carpet
Industry and
Effectiveness of
Labeling Scheme

*M. Rashid Malik & **Dr Rekha Prasad

Abstract

This paper aims to examine the issue of child
labor in Indian carpet industry. The survey
method was selected for this study. A structured
questionnaire, containing both close and open
ended questions was used for data collection. The
study utilizes qualitative as well as quantitative
approach to analyze the effectiveness of various
social labeling schemes and makes an effort to
find the areas of concern. We found that children
areno longer employed in the carpet industry and
itis no longer anissue of any relevance. The study
shows that social labeling schemes have been very
effective in eradicating child labor from the
industry but have not been very helpful in
changing the image of carpet industry as child
labor-ridden industry as it was reported in 1990s.

Keywords: Child Labor, Carpet Industry,
Social Labeling, India.

Introduction

Carpet production in India is an age-old and
well-established industry predominantly in the
cottage sector. India’s handmade carpets enjoy a
worldwide reputation. Owing to export-led
growth, the labour intensive carpet industry in
India has emerged not only as major foreign
exchange earner, but also as an important
provider of employment (Sharma et al., 2000). It

*Research Scholar, FMS, BHU, Varanasi
**Professor, FMS, BHU, Varanasi
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has alarge and diversified production base, with
an estimated 300,000 looms, and provides
employment to 15,00,000 weavers and others
engaged in carpet-related activities with
enormous spin-off and spread effects indicating
the backward and forward linkages
(Bhattacharya & Sahoo, eds., 1996).

The Indian hand-made carpet industry is a
significant contributor to the country’s rural
economy. The strength of the industry is the small
and medium sized exporters with tremendous
export potential and the highly talented crafts
persons who have been weaving intricate designs
of exclusive floor coverings, (Bowonder et al.
2005).Carpet industry contributes to the national
economy in several ways and provides
employment to the rural poor and the
economically backward sections of the society. A
major portion of the weavers belong to the
backward classes or other minority communities.
Capital investment in this industry is meager. But
the returns are immense in terms of foreign
exchange, (Bowonder et al. 2005). Apart from
earning foreign exchange, the industry provides
employment to a large number of people mostly
in rural areas and helps in generating
supplementary income for their families.

Child Labor

Historically, children in India have worked
in the carpet looms with their own families as a
way of learning the family apprenticeship.
However, since the mid 1970s under the increased
export pressure, child labour in the industry
increased tremendously. Export boom’ continued
until the early 2000s and has since entered into a
new phase which is characterized by an overall
decline in the production and exports of hand
knotted carpets, (Venkateswarlu et al. 2006). The
reason often given by employers for hiring
children is that their “‘nimble fingers” enable them
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to weave better carpets than
adults. However, there is strong
evidence to suggest that this is
merely an excuse for using child
labour as studies have found
that some of the best carpets,
those with the highest density
of knots, have been woven by
adults, (Tegmo-Reddy & Leyla,
1997). But
Darbanhosseiniamirkhiz et al.
(2011) argue that Children work
as part of family profession as
the hand woven carpet industry
is a decentralized industry in
which skills and methods have
been passed on from one
generation to another.

The  Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation)
Act of 1986 forbids children
(except those working as part of
family labour) from being
employed in any of the carpet
production processes in India.
In addition to enacting this law
the government of India,
following a Supreme Court
directive in 1996, has launched
a scheme (National Child
Labour Project) to wean
children away from hazardous
occupations and processes and
to rehabilitate them in special
schools meant for child
laborers.

In spite of these laws,
several reports described large
numbers of children working
illegally in the carpet industry
of India during 1990s. The
reported large scale violations
of child rights have caught the
attention of many around the
world. Being an export oriented
industry the process of
production has been subjected
to close scrutiny. The incidence

of child labour has been found
to be more prevalent in the
production of hand knotted
carpets versus other varieties of
carpets. The demand for hand
knotted carpets in the
international market has
declined due to change in
consumer tastes in favor of
cheaper, less durable and
modern design carpets rather
than more costly, long lasting
and traditional design carpets.
As a result, the demand for
Tufted and Tibetan carpets and
durries, which are less labour
intensive, is steadily growing
(Venkateswarlu et al. 2006).

Social Labeling in
Carpet Industry

In order to address the issue
of child labour in carpet
industry, the concept of ‘social
labeling’ was introduced in the
1990s. The concept was mainly
an outcome of heightened
awareness about child labour
and international pressures to
curb its use.

According to Sharma,
(2003), social labelling is an
initiative introduced in the
nineties with a view to
eliminating the exploitation of
child labour in carpet
production in India. Social
labelling consists of labelling
carpets or company, either
embodying a guarantee to
consumers that the carpet has
been manufactured without
using child labour or a
commitment towards the
elimination of the child labour.
Presently, social labelling in
India is confined to the carpet
industry, which is essentially an

export-oriented industry. Social
labelling acts as a signal in the
market, informing consumers
about the social conditions of
production, and assuring them
that the item or service they
purchase is produced under
equitable working conditions
(Hilowitz, 1997). It is praised as
a market based and voluntary,
and therefore a more attractive
instrument to raise labour
standards (Basu, Chau, &

Grote, 2006). Labelling
programmes attempt to reduce
child labour firstly by

providing manufacturers with
a disincentive to employ
children. They try to remove
children from the labour force
of a particular industry by
starting from the consumer and
moving back in the marketing
chain to affect the production
process (Hilowitz 1997).

The four existing social
labelling initiatives in the carpet
industry in India are:

() RUGMARK,

(b) KALEEN,
(c) STEP and
(d) CARE and FAIR.

RUGMARK and Kaleen
labels are affixed to individual
carpets, while STEP and CARE
& FAIR are company
certification programmes.

RUGMARK

RUGMARK label was the
first labelling programme
introduced in the carpet
industry in India in 1994. The
RUGMARK Foundation is
registered under the Indian
Companies Registration Act.
The Foundation consists of
manufacturers, exporters,
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NGOs and development
organisations. This
combination of diverse groups
gives the necessary credibility
to this labelling scheme and, in
particular, the target markets.
The RUGMARK label certifies
that carpets have been
manufactured/  exported
without the use of illegal child
labour.

KALEEN

Unlike RUGMARLK,
KALEEN labelling programme
is a government initiative,
promoted by the Carpet Export
Promotion Council (CEPC),
under the ministry of textiles.
The CEPC is the apex body of
the industry in India to promote
carpet exports. It introduced the
Kaleen label in 1995 for carpets
to be exported as a hallmark of
commitment towards the
eradication of child labour and
the welfare of weavers in the
carpet industry.

STEP

STEP is alabeling initiative
started by members of the
carpet trade in Switzerland in
October 1995. To provide a
better link between Indian
exporters and Swiss importers
and consumers of carpets, the
STEP India office was
established in 1996. Unlike
Rugmark and Kaleen, Step is a

company certification
programme.
CARE and FAIR

Like the STEP initiative,
CARE and FAIR is a company
certification programme and
not a product labeling initiative.
However, unlike the other three

labeling initiatives, CARE and
FAIR does not divert its funds
on inspections and monitoring
of the carpet production as it
relies on moral commitment of
its members. The office in India
is located in the core carpet belt
at Bhadohi. CARE and FAIR
reflects the concern of several
carpet importers and retailers in
Germany about the conditions
prevailing in the carpet
industry and the need to rectify
it. CARE and FAIR sponsors
rehabilitation projects in India,
intended to benefit the weaver
households including the child
labour. The member exporters
in India are expected to work
for attaining the aims and
objects of CARE and FARE
India. As suppliers to the
German importers, the Indian
exporters are bound by a
written agreement and are
expected to honor their
commitment. Hence, there isno
felt need to carry out any
inspection of looms.

Review of Literature
Child Labor

This review focuses on two
specific aspects which are
related to child labor and the
impact of social labeling on
child labor which are of
particular interest in the context
of this article.

Deborah, Anker, Ashraf,
and Barge (1998) estimated that
in the Indian hand-knotted
carpet industry about 22% of
the total workforce consists of
children which are equal to as
many as 130,000 children. A
study by Sharma (2003)
provides estimates of the

incidence of child labor in both
looms under social labeling and
non-labeling. The incidence of
child labor in looms not covered
under any social labeling
initiative is estimated to
amount to about 24 % while this
varied between 7% to close to
18% in looms covered under
social labeling initiatives.

In a backward society
where the child mortality rate
is quite high, Eswaran (1996)
has found an explanation for
the incidence of high fertility
rates and lower investment in
the education of their offspring
(and hence the high incidence
of child labour) in parents’ need
for old age security. He has
therefore suggested improving
the health care services and
legislating for compulsory
education to eradicate child
labour from the system. Basu
and Van (1998) have shown
that, if child labour and adult
labour are substitutes and if
child leisure is a luxury
commodity to the poor
households then unfavorable
adult labour markets,
responsible for low adult wage
rates, are the driving force
behind the incidence of child
labour. There exists a critical
level of adult wage rate, and
any adult worker earning
below this wage rate considers
himself to be poor and not to
have the luxury of sending his
children to school; he is forced
to send them to the job market
to supplement low family
income out of sheer poverty.

According to
Venkateswarlu et al. (2006)
children working in carpet
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looms tend to fall into 1 of 3
main forms of labour: family
labour, local hired labour or
migrant hired labour. In their
study they found that the
majority (58%) of children
working on the looms belong to
the family labour category.
Hired labour, both local and
migrant, account for 42%
(33.19% were local and 8.85%
were migrants). The
interventions of local NGOs
and the government have had
some positive impact in
addressing the problem of child
labour, especially in core carpet
region. The situation, in respect
to child employment, is not
significantly different between
the social labeling units and
non-labeling units. In the
extension and periphery areas
people have little knowledge
about these initiatives. Findings
of their study clearly indicate
that compared to the 1990s
there has been a decline in the
magnitude of child labour in
the carpet industry. It follows
from the Basu-Van (1998) paper
that labour market
interventions that raise adults’
wages are expected to mitigate
the problem of child labour.
Dessy (2000) has advocated the
imposition of compulsory
education as a means to combat
the incidence of child labour.
He has shown that, in an
economy where the benefits of
having children are outweighed
by costs of rearing them, a
policy of free education with no
compulsory education laws
may lead the economy into an
underdevelopment trap with a
high fertility rate and a greater

incidence of child labour. On
the other hand, a compulsory
education policy could be
expected to eradicate the
existence of the evil from the
system.

Social Labeling

The literature related to
social labeling is just evolving,
and mainly restricted to
theoretical articles. Basu, Chau,
and Grote (2006) provide a
theoretical model of North-
South trade (Carpet weaving —
a business which is susceptible
to child labor—takes place in
South- developing countries
while carpets are mostly used
in North- developed countries)
and explore the impacts of
social labeling on the four often-
noted objectives: child labor
employment, consumer
information, welfare, and trade
linkages. They highlight the
market responses to social
labeling when product market
competition between the North
and South is based on both
comparative cost advantage
and the use of child labor as a
hidden product attribute. Trade
sanctions on unlabeled
products deteriorate Southern
terms of trade, but do not affect
the incidence of child labor in
any way. Furthermore, a threat
to sanction the import of
unlabeled Southern products
discourages the South from
maintaining a credible social
labeling program. In general,
the level of monitoring in place
critically determines the
employment effects of social
labeling. A different model is
offered by Baland and Duprez
(2007). They find that when

most producers in the South are
eligible to obtain the label, its
effectiveness is considerably
reduced by a displacement
effect. This effect implies that
adult laborers replace child
laborers in the export sector,
while child laborers replace
adult laborers in the domestic
sector. The label is then not able
to create a price premium for
the labeled goods as compared
with  unlabeled goods.
However, when there is only a
small fraction of producers with
access to the label, then the
labeled producers generally
gain as opposed to the losing
non labeled producers. The
impact on child labor is in
general ambiguous, depending
on the strength of the income
and substitution effects. Brown
(2006) theoretically analyzes the
economic mechanics and
consequences of product
labeling. When product
labeling is applied to child
labor, she finds that even in the
optimistic case in which
consumers pay a labeling
premium that exceeds the
additional cost of adult-only
technology, there is no net
reduction in the labor force
participation of children.
Children are better off only
when the price premium (i.e., a
transfer from the consumers in
the North to the children in the
South) is used for their benefit.

Besides these theoretical
papers, there are a number of
empirical papers highlighting
selected policy issues. Thus,
Hurtado (2002) discusses the
legality of government-
sponsored social labeling
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initiatives under WTO
agreements. He first presents
the basic characteristics,

potentials, and shortcomings of
labeling initiatives and then
suggests a drive toward
government sponsorship as a
way to  correct the
shortcomings. Sharma (2003)
examines the impacts of the
labeling initiatives vis-a’ -vis
child labor. He looks at working
mechanisms of labeling NGOs
and highlights the major
strengths and weaknesses of
social labeling. Chakravarty
and Grote (2009) find in their
study that frequent monitoring
by labeling NGOs had a
positive effect on the reduction
of child labor. However, there
is always the danger that
households who are driven by
food poverty either shift their
children to less visible sectors
(e.g., from carpets to
handicrafts), or across the
production chain (e.g., from
weaving to spinning), or move
into the informal sector where
conditions are likely to be more
exploitative. In fact, it was
found thata number of children
are moved to the intermediate
sector of carpet production,
such as the spinning industry
which is not monitored by the

NGOs. With respect to
monitoring, it was also
observed, that Rugmark

inspectors took initiative to
monitor the weaving of carpets
but not the other intermediate
sectors such as washing,
dyeing, and spinning carpets. It
can be summarized from the
literature review that thereis no

clear cut evidence on how social
labeling impacts child labor.
The theoretical as well as the
empirical literature comes to
ambiguous results on the
possible outcomes for working
children and their families.

Problem Statement

Neera and Burra (1995)
found in their study that
children constitute 75 per cent
of the labour force in carpet
making. While the Carpet
Export Promotion Council
(CEPC) and the Indian
government considers this to be
a grossly exaggerated estimate.
According to Venkateswarlu et
al. (2006) problem of illegal
child labour in the industry has
almost disappeared and is no
longer an issue of any
relevance. There are divergent
views about the impact of social
labeling  initiatives  in
addressing the problem of child
labour in the carpet industry,
though they helped to create a
favorable environment for
reduction of child labour from
the industry. Baland and
Duprez (2007) find in their
model that when most
producers in the South
(developing countries) are
eligible to obtain the label, its
effectiveness is considerably
reduced by a displacement
effect. There is no recent study
conforming or refuting the
above claims. Hence the present
study assumes the significance.

Research Question

The following three
important questions arise from
this survey:

* Does the issue of child
labor still a nightmare for
the Carpet industry?

* Whether social labeling
helped in reducing the
child labor?

* Whether social labeling
been able to make positive
image of the industry?

Objectives

¢ To examine the issue of
child labor in carpet
industry.

e To analyze the
effectiveness of the
Labeling Scheme in
changing the image of the
industry.

* To suggest the measures
to eliminate the child
labor from the industry.

Methods of Research

The survey method was
selected for this study. In this
study 209 enterprises from
carpet Industry, who were
registered with All India Carpet
Manufacturers Association as
on May 12, 2012, were chosen
as the sample frame. 65 (25.9%)
enterprises were surveyed from
the high concentrated areas of
Bhadohi district including
villages like Ghosia, Khamaria,
Gopiganj, Ghatampur, Raj
Nagar, and Shivpur and
Bhadohi city. Area wise simple
random sampling technique
was used to collect data.
Primary data was collected
with the help of structured
questionnaire of multiple
choices. The exploratory cum
descriptive research design
method is used in the present
study. The tools used in the
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analysis of data collected include descriptive
statistics using Microsoft Excel.

Analysis and Findings

The purpose of the present study is to
examine the issue of child labor in Indian carpet
industry and analyze the effectiveness of social
labeling schemes. A comprehensive review of the
literature on social labeling and its impact on child
labor was performed to identify the key aspects
of the relationships between social labeling and
child labor. Out of 209 exporters, a total of 65
(25.9%) responses were received. Of the 65
respondents, 24 (36.9%) were Proprietor/Owner,
22(33.8%) were Partner and 14 (21.5%) were
Managers. Remaining 7.8% respondents were
Directors, Merchandiser and Export Executive.
The detail of the types of respondents is shown
in Table 1.

Tablel: Respondent Category

Frequency Percent

Proprietor/Owner 24 36.9
Partner 22 33.8
Manager 14 21.5
Merchandiser 1 1.5
Export Executive 1 1.5
MD/Director 3 4.6
Total 65 100.0

Out of total 65 carpet organizations that
completed the questionnaire, 24 (36.9%) were
established before liberalization (1990-91) and
remaining 41 (63.1%) were established after
liberalization (1990-91) (Table 2). Most of the
carpet organizations (70.8) that we investigated
were in urban areas of Bhadohi city and
remaining 19 (29.2%) were in rural areas of
Bhadohi District. (Table3).

Table 2: Year of Establishment

Frequency Percent
Before 1990-91
Liberalisation 24 36.9
After 1991
Liberalisation 41 63.1
Total 65 100.0

Table 3: Area -wise distribution of Carpet

Organizations
Frequency Percent
Urban 46 70.8
Rural 19 29.2
Total 65 100.0

Based on the criteria of investment given in
the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) Act 2006, we have tried to find out the
categories of Carpet organizations. As per the
MSME Act 2006, a manufacturing organization
that invest up to 25 Lakhs comes under Micro
enterprise, a manufacturing organization that
invest between25 Lakhs to 5 crore comes under
small enterprise and a manufacturing
organization that invest between 5 to 10 crore
comes under Medium enterprise. It may be
observed from table 4 that majority of Carpet
organizations (52.3%) were small enterprises,
followed by micro enterprises (12.3%) and
medium enterprises (4.6%). Out of 65 respondents
who completed the questionnaire, 20 (30.8%) had
not provided investment detail of their
organizations.

Table 4: Distribution of Carpet Organizations
by Investment

Investment in Rs Frequency Percent
Up to 25 Lakh (Micro) 8 12.3
25 Lakh to 5 Crore (Small) 34 52.3
5 to 10 Crore (Medium) 3 4.6
Not replied 20 30.8
Total 65 100
Table 5: Does the Child labor work in Carpet
Industry
Frequency Percent
Yes 3 4.6
No 60 923
Not applicable 2 3.1
Total 65 100.0

A number of initiatives have been undertaken
by the Indian government, NGOs, carpet
industry, and International agencies like ILO,
UNICEF, and UNDP to address child labor
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problem. Following all these initiatives by various
organizations, including that of the government,
there have been claims in recent years especially
from the government and the carpet industry that
the problem of illegal child labour in the industry
has almost disappeared and is no longer an issue
of any relevance, (Venkateswarlu et al 2006).

In our study also 92.3% of respondents
indicated that children are no longer employed
in the carpet industry (Table 5). It may be
observed from table 6 that 90.8% respondents
unanimously agreed that child labor has been
completely eliminated from the carpet industry.
Those whosaid children still work in the industry,
were of the opinion that children work as the
family member not as hired laborers and they
constitute only 5 to 10% of total work force. They
work to learn the art of carpet making. The reason
given was that carpet weaving is an art and passes
through generation to generation. Bowonder et
al. (2005) also argue that carpet industry is a de-
centralized industry and is a generational craft
where skills are passed on from one generation
to another.

Table 6: Has the Child labour been completely
eliminated from the carpet industry

Frequency Percent
Yes 59 90.8
No 4 6.2
Notapplicable 2 31
Total 65 100.0

Table 7: Has the Labeling Scheme helped in
changing image of the industry

Frequency Percent
completely changed 7 10.8
slightly changed 25 38.5
No change 28 43.1
Can't say anything 5 7.7
Total 65 100.0

We tried to find out the effectiveness of Social
Labeling schemes in changing the bad image of
carpet industry about the child labor. It may be
observed from the Table 7 that 43.1% respondents
think that there is no change in the image of the
industry by the introduction of labeling schemes.

38.5% respondents said that labeling schemes
only slightly changed the image of the industry,
while 10.8% were of the opinion that they
completely change the bad image of the industry.

Conclusion

In the extension and periphery areas people
have little knowledge about these initiatives.
There are still many enterprises which are not
member of any social labeling scheme. There is a
need to make the carpet manufacturers and
exporters aware of the social labeling schemes and
their role in increasing the exports. It essentially
implies that keeping the child labor away from
carpet industry through social labeling would be
successful if the national government could
ensure basic consumption needs (at least the
subsistence level of consumption) for its
population. Government interventions that raise
adult wages will prevent children coming into the
labor markets. Better health care services and old
age security will motivate parents to keep their
children in the schooling system rather than to
send them to earn bread and butter. The newly
introduced compulsory and free education also
will ensure that the children are not engage in
any occupation until they attain a minimum age
and education as it makes obligatory upon the
parents to send their children to schools.
Government should give incentives to the
families of the children previously employed in
the industry so that they do not move to other
less monitored industries. In this way
displacement phenomena will not take place and
the children’s life will be better off. Government
as well industry should take measures to regain
the lost goodwill and to improve the image of the
industry. Social labeling alone will not be able to
address the problem.
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Emerging Market
Economics

Rakesh Kumar

Emerging markets are nations with social or
business activity in the process of rapid growth
and industrialization. based on data from 2006
there are around 28 emerging markets (according
to 2010 data there are more than 40 emerging
markets) in the world, with the economies of
China and India considered to be the largest.
According to The Economist many people find the
term outdated, but no new term has yet to gain
much traction. Emerging market hedge fund
capital reached a record new level in the first
quarter of 2011 of $121 billion. The ASEAN-China
Free Trade Area, launched on January 1, 2010, is
the largest regional emerging market in the world.

Terminology

In the 1970s, “less economically developed
countries” (LEDCs) was the common term for
markets that were less “developed” (by objective
or subjective measures) than the developed
countries such as the United States, Western
Europe, and Japan. These markets were supposed
to provide greater potential for profit, but also
more risk from various factors. This term was felt
by some to be not positive enough so the emerging
market label was born. This term is misleading in
that there is no guarantee that a country will move
from “less developed” to “more developed”;
although that is the general trend in the world,
countries can also move from “more developed”
to “less developed”. Originally brought into
fashion in the 1980s by then World Bank
economist Antoine van Agtmael, the term is
sometimes loosely used as a replacement for
emerging economies, but really signifies a business
phenomenon that is not fully described by or
constrained to geography or economic strength;
such countries are considered to be in a
transitional phase between developing and
developed status. Examples of emerging markets
include Indonesia, Iran, some countries of Latin

America, some countries in Southeast Asia, most
countries in Eastern Europe, Russia, some
countries in the Middle East, and parts of Africa.
Emphasizing the fluid nature of the category,
political scientist lan Bremmer defines an
emerging market as “a country where politics
matters at least as much as economics to the
markets”.

The research on emerging markets is diffused
within management literature. While researchers
including C. K. Prahalad, George Haley,
Hernando de Soto, Usha Haley, and several
professors from Harvard Business School and
Yale School of Management have described
activity in countries such as India and China, how
a market emerges is little understood. In the 2008
Emerging Economy Report, the Centre for
Knowledge Societies defines Emerging
Economies as those “regions of the world that are
experiencing rapid informationalization under
conditions of limited or partial industrialization.”
It appears that emerging markets lie at the
intersection of non-traditional user behaviour, the
rise of new user groups and community adoption
of products and services, and innovations in
product technologies and platforms. The term
“rapidly developing economies” is being used to
denote emerging markets such as The United
Arab Emirates, Chile and Malaysia that are
undergoing rapid growth.

In recent years, new terms have emerged to
describe the largest developing countries such as
BRIC that stands for Brazil, Russia, India, and
China, along with BRICET (BRIC + Eastern
Europe and Turkey), BRICS (BRIC + South
Africa), BRICM (BRIC + Mexico), BRICK (BRIC +
South Korea), Next Eleven (Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Philippines, South Korea, Turkey, and Vietnam)
and CIVETS (Colombia, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Egypt, Turkey and South Africa). These countries
do not share any common agenda, but some
experts believe that they are enjoying an
increasing role in the world economy and on
political platforms. It is difficult to make an exact

Research Scholar, Department of Economics, BRA Bihar University, Muzaffarpur

(155)/ October-December, 2015

Gaidhanliki



list of emerging (or developed)
markets; the best guides tend to
be investment information
sources like ISI Emerging
Markets and The Economist or
market index makers (such as
Morgan Stanley Capital
International). These sources
are well-informed, but the
nature of investment
information sources leads to
two potential problems. One is
an element of historicity;
markets may be maintained in
an index for continuity, even if
the countries have since
developed past the emerging
market phase. Possible
examples of this are South
Korea and Taiwan. A second is
the simplification inherent in
making an index; small
countries, or countries with
limited market liquidity are
often not considered, with their
larger neighbours considered
an appropriate stand-in.

In an Opalesque. TV video,
hedge fund manager Jonathan
Binder discusses the current
and future relevance of the term
“emerging markets” in the
financial world. Binder says
that in the future investors will
not necessarily think of the
traditional classifications of
“G10”  (or G7) versus
“emerging markets”. Instead,
people should look at the world
as countries that are fiscally
responsible and countries that
are not. Whether that country
is in Europe or in South
America should make no
difference, making the
traditional “blocs” of

categorization irrelevant. The
Big Emerging Market (BEM)
economies are (alphabetically
ordered): Brazil, China, Egypt,
India, Indonesia, Mexico,
Philippines, Poland, Russia,
South Africa, South Korea and
Turkey. Newly industrialized
countries are emerging markets
whose economies have not yet
reached first world status but
have, in a macroeconomic
sense, outpaced  their
developing counterparts.

Individual investors can
invest in emerging markets
either = through  ADRs
(American depositor Receipts-
stocks of foreign companies that
trade on US stock exchanges) or
through exchange traded funds
(exchange traded funds or ETFs
hold basket of stocks). The
exchange traded funds can be
focused on a particular country
(e.g., China, India) or region
(e.g., Asia-Pacific, Latin
America).

The FTSE Group
distinguishes between
Advanced and Secondary
Emerging markets on the basis
of their national income and the
development of their market
infrastructure. The Advanced
Emerging markets are classified
as such because they are upper
middle income GNI countries
with advanced market
infrastructures or high income
GNI countries with lesser

developed market
infrastructures.
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Emerging
Business Models
in E-Commerce

Prashant Saurabh

Right now more than 20,000 multinationals
are operating in emerging economies. According
to the Economist, Western multinationals expect
to find 70% of their future growth there —40% of
itin China and India alone. But if the opportunity
is huge, so are the obstacles to seizing it. On its
2010 Ease of Doing Business Index, the World
Bank ranked China 89th, Brazil 129th, and India
133rd out of 183 countries.

The Internet of Things (IoT) has the potential
to establish transformative business models. As
the internet is now reaching beyond IT
departments and traditional internet-enabled
devices, business models across industries will
also change as they adjust to the new realities of
what can be delivered in everything from city-
wide transit systems to smart homes. The
business models themselves are thus changing,
and IoT products will help with that shift.

Retail Model

The most common and most profitable digital
business model is that of the traditional retailer.
The traditional retailer profits by selling products
and services directly to buyers ata mark-up from
the actual cost. Nearly all bricks-and-mortar
retailers employ this complementary business
model online, and there are many online-only
retailers that employ this business model. The
retail strategies employed by digital retailers and
physical retailers are often very different.

The traditional retail business model translates
easily to a digital environment, but there are

Commerce

several aspects of the digital model that
differentiate it from the bricks-and-mortar model.
For example, a digital retailer can expand its
product selection to hundreds of thousands of
stock keeping units (SKUs), where the physical
retail store is limited by its shelf space. The digital
retailer can also stay open 24 hours a day, every
day of the year, whereas most physical retail
stores cannot afford to keep the lights on every
hour of every day. Finally, the digital retailer
doesn’t have to worry about the infrastructure
that comes from physical stores, including the
utilities, building maintenance, real estate, and
staff overhead required to keep hundreds of
stores open.

That isn’t to say that the digital retail model
doesn’t have its own issues to deal with. For
example, a digital retailer must develop a robust
warehousing and distribution infrastructure with
very tight integration with the postal service and
companies like FedEx and UPS. Digital retailers
often have to pass along shipping costs to
customers, whereas the physical retailer builds
the cost of shipping and distribution into product
pricing.

The customer service skills for a digital
retailer are very different from the physical
retailer, with an emphasis on phone and online
communication, and a majority of support
coming after the sale instead of before the sale.
Finally, digital retailers must be much more
dynamic in terms of pricing and selection because
the competition is a single click away.

Variations on the Traditional Retail Model

Not all traditional retailers operate in the
same way. There are three common variations:
low cost, cost plus, and premium retailers.

Low Cost Retailer

Low cost retailers generally sell to the mass
market with a strong emphasis on price over
quality or other premium product/service
attributes. Low cost retailers typically offer a high
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number of SKUs at the best
possible price. By emphasizing
price, the low cost retailer
operates on very low margins
and must have the market
power to negotiate deep
discounts from its suppliers,
coupled with significant
operational efficiencies.

Amazon and Wal-Mart
serve as the best examples of
low cost digital retailers. Wal-
Mart benefits from its vast size
in the physical retail space,
leveraging its volume
operations in the digital space.
Amazon has created its own
efficiencies using digital
technology, and doesn’t have to
support physical stores,
allowing the company to
maintain its price leadership
online.

Cost Plus Retailer

Cost plus retailers generally
sell to a segmented mass
market, trying to maintain
comfortable margins instead of
focusing on price, and justifying
those margins through quality,
service, and selection. Most cost
plus retailers choose specific
product segments, such as
computers and electronics or
office supplies, and develop a
level of expertise that mass
market retailers cannot match.
Others may offer a broad
product offering but emphasize
shopping experience or a higher
level of customer service.

Staples and Best Buy
represent the best examples of
cost plus retailers that focus on
specific product categories,
while Target is a good example
of a cost plus retailer that offers
a broad array of products. Each
of these represent physical
retailers that have successfully

transferred their retail expertise
to the digital space. Newegg is
an example of a digital-only
company thatis successful as a
cost plus retailer.

Premium Retailer

Premium retailers target
highly segmented markets with
an emphasis on prestige,
quality, and performance much
more than price. In fact, many
premium retailers find that
higher prices positively
correlate to the prestige of the
brand. In many cases, the
premium retailer sells its own
branded products instead of
reselling other brands. The
premium retailer cannot simply
mark up Product X when
another retailer sells Product X
at cost-plus unless itadds some
value thatjustifies the premium
price. Instead, premium
retailers manufacture their own
or work with contract
manufacturers to develop name
brand products for sale at
premium prices.

Williams-Sonoma and
Victoria’s Secret are examples
of premium retailers that have
successfully transitioned their
physical brands to the digital
world. Each has developed its
own mainstream premium
product category by selling
quality, private-label products.
Gilt Groupe is an example of a
digital premium retailer that
has created an outlet to sell
other premium brands to a
targeted group of customers.

Strengths and Weaknesses
of the Traditional Retail
Model

Relative to other digital

business models, the traditional
retail model is fairly simple to

execute. Customers understand
the retail business model,
companies have clear value
propositions, and the market
presents very high revenue
potential to traditional retailers.
But the model also has its
weaknesses as a result. The high
revenue potential ensures that
a company will operate in a
crowded marketplace with a lot
of competitors. This makes it
difficult to differentiate from
the competition and leads to
generally low profit margins
(with obvious exceptions like
the premium retail business
model).

Along with a crowded
marketplace and the difficulty
in differentiation, there is a
double-edged sword for
traditional retailers in terms of
switching costs. In general,
switching costs for customers
are extremely low. It takes little
or no effort ii particularly online
fi for a customer to switch from
one company to another. But
low switching costs also
provide an opportunity,
making it easy for the
traditional retailer to poach
customers from the
competition. Weighing these
strengths and weaknesses,
traditional retailers spend most
of their time fighting for sales
volume and trying to build
customer loyalty.

The Traditional Retail
Business Model Canvas

Alexander Osterwalder and
Yves Pigneur, authors of
Business Model Generation, have
developed the popular business
model canvas. The canvas is
described asia shared language
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for describing, visualizing,
assessing, and changing
business models.i It's made up
of nine building blocks that
help focus attention on key
attributes of a business.

The business model canvas
is most useful when looking at
specific companies, but I've
attempted to create a template
canvas for the traditional retail
business model. While the
building blocks will change
slightly depending on the
company, some blocks are more
important than others to the
traditional retailer regardless of
the company.

Key Partners

For the traditional retail
business model, key partners
include major brand
manufacturers, regional and
national suppliers, and local
governments. To appeal to a
wide variety of consumer
tastes, traditional retailers must
have access to national name
brands and plenty of products.
Local governments can strongly
influence the choice of retail
locations as well as provide tax
incentives. Digital retailers are
particularly interested in local
government actions with
regard to sales tax rates.

Key Activities

Traditional retailers spend
significant time and effort
shaping the shopping
experience (through store
layouts and/ or website design)
and finding opportunities to
increase share of wallet and
overall order size. Marketing
efforts are focused on point-of-
sale, up-selling, and cross-
selling, encouraging customers

to purchase more than what
they originally began shopping
for. Key for the traditional
retailer is determining the
correct merchandising mix,
offering exactly the right
products in the right sizes and
colours, along with
complementary products. Finally,
retailers are now focusing on
purchase and customer analytics
to better understand buying
habits and tastes.

Key Resources

Successful traditional
retailers are able to leverage
their brand recognition among
customer segments, which is
built up through awareness
marketing activities. Retailers
today focus on optimizing
supply chain operations and
managing real estate. For
digital retailers, the most
important resource is brand
recognition.

Value Propositions

The traditional retail
business model emphasizes
convenience as the value
proposition. Beyond that, each
variation offers a different value
proposition: price for the low
cost retailer, value and quality
for the cost plus retailer, and
quality and prestige for the
premium retailer.

Customer Relationships

For the traditional retailer,
customer relationships depend
on the style of retailer. The low
cost and cost plus retailer
generally focuses on self service
or pre-sale service, while the
premium retailer emphasizes
personal assistance and post-
sale service. Digital retailers
focus almost exclusively on self
service.

Channels

The traditional retailer sells
through two main channels:
bricks-and-mortar retail stores
and their own company
websites. Sometimes these
retailers work with other mass
merchants to distribute their
own branded products.

Customer Segments

Most traditional retailers
target the mass market, but
some choose to target specific
segments, such as consumer
electronics, home goods, and
office supplies. Premium
retailers always target specific
segments within the mass
market, although they often
build brands that appeal to the

mass market.

Cost Structure

Because of low margins,
traditional retailers are very
cost driven. They attempt to
create economies of scale to
overcome significant fixed costs
associated with a large retail
footprint. The digital retailer
flips much of this upside down
with relatively low fixed costs
and the ability to grow sales
without significantly increasing
costs. Premium retailers are
more value driven than cost
driven.

Revenue Streams

The largest source of
revenue for the traditional
retailer is from profit on the sale
of products or services. Some
retailers also collect rebates and
incentives from manufacturers
in return for premium shelf
space (or website placement)
and promotion.
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Critical Success Factors
for the Traditional Retail
Business Model

Given all of the above, there
are a few critical success factors
that can be found in the most
profitable traditional retailers.
This is true for the physical
retailer or the digital retailer.
First is the merchandising mix,
the lifeblood of most retailers.
Merchandising simply comes
down to having the right
products available in the
variations that customer want
most. Next is the value
proposition, which is inherent
in how the retailer positions its
brand and markets itself.

Through the use of
analytics, companies can
optimize the merchandising
mix and target its up-selling
and cross-selling efforts, as well
as learn more about the
shopping habits of its target
customers. Analytics are a
much more important factor in
digital retailing, although
physical retailers are also
learning. Lastly is the ability to
foster customer relationships
that promote self service,
although this factor is less
important for premium
retailers. These are the critical
factors that make companies
employing the traditional retail
model successful.

Starting an online retail
business requires patience,
diligence and the right online
business tools. The E-commerce
landscape delivers a wide range
of business benefits, including
operating a store 24 hours each
day. Delivering a simple
shopping experience will keep

customers coming back to
complete purchases. For
someone just starting, online
retail business can provide a
strong environment for
building a business. Shopify
offers a range of tools to help
business owners start and
sustain a successful business.

How to Start an Online
Retail Business

One of the most important
components of opening a
business is the online retail store
business plan. The business
plan establishes a framework
and roadmap for developing
the business and directing
business activities. Writing an
online retail store business plan
requires several components
that address the marketing,
financial and advertising
activities business owners will
pursue. In addition, the plan
includes an executive summary
that explains how the business
will reach success. Business
plans also offer business owners
an opportunity to create a
business profile that venture
capitalists can review; it serves
as a vehicle to obtain funding,.

Once the business planisin
place, business owners can
identify the appropriate
business structure. The Internal
Revenue Service offers a range
of helpful information that can
assist people with selecting the
appropriate structure. Once the
business owner chooses a
business structure, they must
then file the incorporating
documents with their state or
county. This establishes the
business as a legal entity.

Filing the documentation
that legally establishes the
business takes care of the offline
process. Business owners can
then choose an appropriate
domain name and set up their
website. Following the launch
of the website, marketing and
advertising efforts should
begin, although many people
build up a “buzz” about their
products using social media
tools prior to launching the
website. The online retail store
business plan should provide
the foundation for developing
the marketing strategy. Starting
an online retail business also
requires that business owners
select the appropriate business
model.

Online Retail Business
Model

The online retail business
model provides a foundation
for delivering products to
consumers and generating
revenue. Online retail business
opportunities are numerous
and choosing the appropriate
business model for selling
products can make or break a
business opportunity. For
example, the E-commerce
model delivers a catalogue
through a website that provides
a shopping cart. The website
serves as a catalogue that
customers can review and select
items to purchase. The E-
commerce online retail business
model requires an online
shopping cart solution. Shopify
offers an e-commerce hosting
package that delivers important
tools, including email, a domain
name and unlimited bandwidth.
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Online Retail Business
Opportunities

Multiple online retail
business opportunities exist
and selecting the appropriate
model depends significantly on
what a business owner wants to
accomplish and how involved
they are willing to be. If a
business owner is just starting,
online retail business prospects
deliver a range of
moneymaking opportunities,
from selling handcrafted
products to sourcing products
from distributors. For example,
some business opportunities
allow business owners to sell
products and have them drop
shipped if the business owner
does not have a warehouse to
store goods. Other
opportunities require the
business owner to house
products, arrange for their
purchase and manage the
distribution process.

Advisory Model

An e-commerce advisor (e-
com advisor) is a professional
who assists online companies in
managing their daily
businesses with the help of
financial and marketing
computer applications. E-com
advisors implement solutions
that propel profits in electronic
commerce (e-commerce) and
enhance business productivity.
In e-commerce, these advisors
may be vendors or in-house
professionals who are experts at
back-office direct billing and
real-time transactions, among
many other tasks. The business
platforms they offer to e-
commerce companies speed up
and organize just about every
type of online transaction
contained in the business,

resulting in cost containment
and improved business
outcomes. Applications replace
the need to hire extra
accounting staff.

Made-to-order
Manufacturing Model

Made-to-order
manufacturing model is used
when someone requests the
item, so that the item can be
customized as desired by the
person who requested it. Most
fast-food purchases, such as
burgers or sandwiches, are
made to order; the food has
been cooked, and items are
warm, but the final product is
not assembled until the
customer has actually ordered
it. This way, if the customer has
any special requests, the staff is
able to accommodate them. As
another example, a woman
could purchase a made to order
dress; this dress would be sewn
to the size she requests, and
would use the fabric and
pattern she desired. Also called
build to order.

Manufacturing has been
getting smaller, cheaper, and
more flexible for years. It's now
possible to make products as
sophisticated as smart cel-
phones, PDAs, toys, clothing,
books, and even houses in
almost any shape or form you
want down to very small
numbers. The mass production
barrier has fallen, so that today,
it's possible for a home inventor,
hobbyist, or crafter to create
almost anything by assembling
one-off manufactured
components, either from a
service or from affordable home-
fabrication equipment (or a
combination of these).

Once upon a time, almost
everything was made to order

— one unit ata time. In the early
to mid 19th century, though,
that changed, along with the
industrial revolution, and it
became much cheaper to “mass
produce” products. Over time,
these economies of scale
became so great that more and
more expensive-to-prototype
devices became commonplace.
Eventually, we became
very dependent on these
objects, so their mass-
production model imposed a
kind of material conformity on
society: we drove mass-
produced cars, talked on mass-
produced phones, watched
mass-produced televisions,
cooked on mass-produced
stoves, wore mass-produced
clothing, and eventually used
mass-produced computers.

Manufacturing production
was centralized and the
economy focused on selling
millions of identical objects to
millions of customers.

However, ever since the
computer was invented, the
trend has been slowly
reversing. Programmable
machines can make many
different parts instead of just
repetitively churning out the
same ones. For many years the
cost and flexibility advantages
of this were taken up by
industry, because the
equipment was still very
expensive. But by the turn of the
21st century, most
manufacturing equipment for
most kinds of consumer
products had gotten down to
the budget of a small shop or a
very serious hobbyist.
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At the same time, the
growth of free software, free
culture, and open hardware
have produced enormous
libraries of design data from
which new designs can be made

With internet trends like
“social networking,” “crowd-
sourcing”, and the ubiquity of
network access for small
businesses, there is new trend
of easy-to-use online service
manufacturers. With open
hardware designs, enabled by
free software design tools, these
services become a way to
materialize free designs into
custom, made-to-order
hardware.

We still have some way to
go before products cost as little
to prototype as they do to
manufacture in quantity, but
today “quantity” may mean 10
or 100 wunits, not tens of
thousands. And for many
“print-like” products, the cost
of a single prototype may be
less than twice the marginal
cost. Whereas once, there were
enormous entry barriers to
creating any new product,
today the only real barrier is
how much time and effort you
want to spend on creating a
custom design. The actual cost
of tooling for manufacturing is
becoming — if not quite
negligible — at least very
affordable.

Split It, Fab It, Assemble It,
Programme It, Use It

Many designs involve a
relatively limited range of
fabricated components, which
are then assembled. A typical
cell phone, for example,

combines a printed circuit
board (PCB), several integrated
circuit“chips”, an assortment of
discrete electronic components,
a few wires (not very many), a
rechargable battery module, a
rubber or plastic keypad, and a
metal or plastic chassis. Fancier
phones (all the new
smartphones) also have a
colour LCD display, which is
probably the single most
limiting mass-produced
element you would have to use.
Today, a cel phone could be
designed to an open hardware
design, the parts fabricated
using online made-to-order
manufacturing services, and
then assembled at home. The
resulting hardware could have
a free software operating
system and a smart phone
“stack” such as Android could
be installed on it, allowing you
to essentially design your own
smartphone from scratch, with
exactly the capabilities you
want, and any external
appearance that you like.

The discrete components
are highly standardized and
available from many different
manufacturers. They are mass-
produced, have many different
applications, and are unlikely to
disappear from the
marketplace. Most likely, I
would buy these from someone
like Mouser Electronics, but
there are many different
suppliers. The battery, battery
clips, wire, and mounting
screws would be acquired in the
same way. For mechanical
components (small spur gears
or bearings) you might look at

SR IR/
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Stock Drive Products, Berg, or
Small Parts. Or you might go to
your local hardware store.
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Historic Aspects
of Stenography

Praveen Bhardwaj

Language is broadly used in two forms:
written and oral (i.e phonetic). Whereas a
beautiful language-script is essential for its
written form, a relatively easy, short and facile
script (shorthand) is necessary for speedy
transmission of thoughts. Shorthand, that is to
say, the script which aims at the maximum speed
in the transmission of thought is, in a sense, the
last stage of the history of writing.

Writing is not an end in itself. We need
systems of writing not only as beautiful or fine as
possible, but as well fitted to the purpose for
which they are required. When constructing any
system or Theory of Shorthand, speed must be
the supreme guide and accuracy the valid test.

Utility of Shorthand

The utility of shorthand is not new to human
history. Ithas been used for more than 2500 years.
Notari (reporters) used to report the speeches of
Roman Senators. Shorthand was used to write the
sermons of religious leaders of the Church.
George Bernard Shaw wrote all his literature in
shorthand. King Julius Caesar is also known to
have written in shorthand. There are stories of
writing Mahabharata by Lord Ganesha taking
dictation from Vyasa also indicates a system of
Shorthand writing in ancient India. In Mughal
period Qatibs (reporters) were appointed to take
down Shahi Fermans (orders of king).

Development of Modern Shorthand

Shorthand is an abbreviated symbol writing
method that increases speed as compared to a
normal method of writing alanguage. Shorthand
is an “art’ that is totally different from the other
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languages. The art of stenography means to write
a communication in shorthand and then
transcribe itin the respective language script. The
process of writing in Shorthand is called
stenography. This word is made up of two words
namely Stenos & graphy/ graphie/ graphe. Steno
means narrow and graphie means writing. The
word graphy/ graphie is derived from Graphein
which means the art of writing. Thus the art of
stenography includes type-writing and shorthand
writing, That’s why these are twin-arts. It is
also called brachygraphy or tachygraphy (tachys
means swift, speedy depending o whether
compression or speed of writing is the goal. Itis
a system of rapid writing that uses signs/words/
word-group abbreviations to achieve the correct
transcription of speech and a more simplified and
efficient technique of writing. The speed of
Shorthand is usually four to seven times that of
ordinary writing.

In brief rapid system of writing may be used
in transcribing or recording the spoken word.
Such systems, many having characters based on
the letters of the alphabet were also used in
ancient times, The shorthand systems of Tiro,
Ciecero’s were used for centuries. Modern system
started from 1588 when Timothy Bright
published his 500-odd symbols for words. This
book named ‘An Art of Shorte Swift & Secret
Writing’. It is supposed to be the first book of
modern shorthand principles published in the
name of Bright Character, which was based on
phonetic principle. A French system was
developed by Jacques Cossard in 1651 . John
Willis published The Arte of Stenographie, there
after dozens of system came before 1837, when
shorthand system of Sir Isaac Pitman was
introduced,

Sir Isaac Pitman Shorthand System

In all approximately 3000 systems of
shorthand were introduced in all over the world.
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In England only approximately
460 systems were introduced
and failed before Isaac Pitman’s
system was introduced. This
system was introduced in 1837,
which superseded Taylor
system. Sir Isaac Pitman was
English teacher, he improved
his system from time to time.
His system was based on
pronunciation that is why it
succeeded a lot as compared to
other systems. Pitman’s system
has been used all over the
English-speaking world and
has been adapted to other
languages including ‘Latin’.
This system used phonemic
orthography which means
‘sound writing’ in Greek. One
of the reasons this system
allows fast transcription is that
vowel sounds are optional
when only consonants needed
to determine a word. The
record of fast writing with
Pitman shorthand is 350 words
per minute during a two
minute test by Nathan Behrin in
1922. This shows the success of
this system.

Gregg Shorthand
System

Pitman shorthand system
was being used word-wide
including America by the year
1888, when John Robert Gregg
published ‘Gregg’ shorthand.
This system like Pitman was
phonetic but has the simplicity
of being light-line. Pitman
system used thick and thin lines
for related words whereas
Gregg used only thin lines of
different length. No position
writing is introduced in this
system resembling the ideas of

Pitman’s shorthand . This
system failed to gain much
popularity in India because of
its long hand Roman style,
contrary to the writing systems
in Indian languages. Many
attempts were made in the year
1929, the Anniversary Edition
in 1948, 1963, The Diamond
Jubilee Edition and in 1978, the
90" Anniversary Edition were
the attempts to make it simpler.
But long outlines took
maximum time that slowed the
speed of writing. So, with each
effort to make it simpler, could
not help. Thus this system
could not become popular.

Sloan-Duployan
Shorthand System

Mr. J. M. Sloan of Paris
brought out an adaptation to
English of the French system of
Duployan in 1884, which was
later named after him. Itis a
phonetic system with paired
consonants long & shortlengths
representing 28 sounds of the
French language. The vowels
are indicated by circles of
different sizes and shapes,
which can be written in any
direction. Sloan retained the
geometric symbols of original
Duploye with a few changes.
Several adaptations of
Duployan were developed for
writing English including those
by Helen Pernin, J. Mathew
Sloan, Denis Perrault, Carl
Brandt and Ovorge Galloway.
Unlike other Duployan
shorthands, Sloan-Duployan
uses a thick or heavy stroke to
indicate the addition of ‘R’
sound to a letter. Although not

found in the other Duployan
shorthands contrastive thick
and thin strokes are common in
other shorthand like Pitman
shorthand, where a heavy
stroke would indicates the
voiceless and a light stroke
indicates a voiceless version of
the same consonant.

This system failed to gain
much popularity because
Pitman’s shorthand was
already more reliable than this
system of shorthand.

Simple (Pitman)
Shorthand system

The latest system of Simple
(Pitman) Shorthand was
published in 1987 after a long
outstanding research and
experimentation by Dr. G. D.
Bist, the first ever Ph.D of
Stenography in the world. The
author has Limca & Guinness
record holder for the highest
shorthand writing speed of 250
words per minute. Based on the
linguistic study, this system
rectifies the deficiencies of
pitman’s system. The linguistic
classifications of Diphthongs,
Triphthongs, Diaphones and
Triphones logograms and
grammalogues, Alternative
forms of R,L,W,Y,H and Sh, St
loops , compound consonants
etc. This system is best suited
for bilingual stenography in
Indian languages.

Conclusion

Thousands of shorthand
systems were evolved all over
the world but in connection
with the English language
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particularly Pitman system was
popular and and still in use.
The basic reason of its success
was; it was based on
pronunciation. Before this
system maximum systems
failed in Britain. In 17" century
Sanskrit was being taught in
England, which was phonetic
language. The success of this
system was the study of
Sanskritlanguage in England in
17* century. The academicians
noted that Sanskrit is based on

pronunciation and has great
accuracy. They alsounderstood
it was ancient language and
maximum languages were
derived from this language in
India. So Pitman system was
evolved keeping in mind Indian
Sanskrit language. Though
with some minor deficiencies
this system is the best one in all
prevailing systems. Simple
(Pitman) Shorthand may be
treated a latest accurate version
in all respect.
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Inter-Semiotic
Translation:
Shakespeare on
Screen

Yashodhara Prasad

In his classical article James S. Holmes
referred to the relations between translation
studies and other disciplines. He considered two
possibilities: translation studies as a branch of
other disciplines using their concepts, models and
paradigms, and as an autonomous discipline
relying on its own resources. Following in the
footsteps of former researchers (e.g., Cattrysse
1992), this article considers another possibility:
translation studies as a discipline that - due to its
capacity to encompass inter-semiotic translation
as one of its objects - can give a unique perspective
on topics which are usually dealt with in the
framework of other disciplines, such as literature,
theatre and film studies.

The starting point for this line of thought is
an argument made by the semiotician Roman
Jakobson (1987, first published in 1959). Jakobson
claimed that the meaning of a sign is its translation
into another sign or sequence of signs in the same
language, in another language or in another
semiotic (e.g., visual) language. Following
Jakobson, Itamar Even-Zohar (1990a, 1997)
elaborated a theory of transfer, which applies to
all variations of the following phenomenon: a text
which was created in a cultural system A is re-
created in a cultural system B.1 Even-Zohar's
theory of transfer, rooted in his polysystem
theory, has been used in research dealing with
transfer within one language (Shavit 1986) and
from literature to the cinema. An attempt to map
the forms of transfer implied by his theory has
been made by Weissbrod (2004). The present

article applies the ideas of Jakobson and Even-
Zohar to an analysis of the cinematic adaptation
of plays originally written for the theatre
specifically - Shakespeare’s plays.

The cinema has been interested in
Shakespeare since its earliest days (Rothwell
1999). Screen adaptations of his plays have served
various purposes: proving the relevance of the
Bard to our times, manifesting the ability of the
cinema to cope with works originally written for
the Elizabethan theatre and obtaining what
Bourdieu called “cultural capital” (Cartmell
1999). To analyse these adaptations, the following
discussion also draws on theories which have
been developed outside translation studies and
deal specifically with the relations between the
cinema and the theatre. The use of such theories
in combination with Even-Zohar's transfer theory
is in line with his claim (1990a: 74) that it is only
in the framework of a general theory of transfer
that particular procedures pertaining to a specific
form of transfer can be discovered. The present
article relies on the classic works of Nicoll (1936)
and Beja (1979). To examine how modern
filmmakers deal with the antiquity of the
Shakespearean source, a reference is made to
Holmes’ assumptions regarding the translation
of texts created in the past (1988b, first published
in 1971). Rather than indulging in literary,
theatrical and cinematic issues as such, the focus
is therefore on cinematic adaptations of
Shakespeare’s plays as a case of inter-semiotic and
inter-temporal translation.

The concepts which are basic to Even-Zohar's
transfer theory (1990a, 1997) are “system”,
“repertoire” and “model”. A “system” is
conceived as a network of relations between
cultural phenomena which occupy different
positions vis-a-vis each other. A culture tends to
function as a macro-system comprising many
partly overlapping systems (e.g., the theatre, the
cinema). The system’s products (e.g., theatrical
plays, films) are created with the help of the
system’s repertoire. The repertoire supplies the
producer with single elements as well as models
-“ready-made” combinations of elements and the
rules of combining them. The use of existing
models makes both the creation and consumption
of products easier. A model serves as a “recipe”
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for the creation of the complete
product. If the product is a text,
the model at its base determines
the genre to which it belongs.
However, the term also applies
to certain aspects of a text, e.g.,
the photography or lighting
when the text under study is a
film. A change in the model is
brought about by adding/
removing one or more elements
and by combining models.

The use of the repertoire
(e.g., preferring some models to
others) is determined mainly by
norms (Toury 1995: 53-69) -
instructions for actual behavior
which reflect the values and
ideologies prevalent in a
cultural system or some part of
it. In the case of transfer - the
re-creation in a system B of a
text originating in a system A -
the norms guide the producer
to reconstruct the source
closely, adapt it to the existing
repertoire of the target system
or make some compromise
between these two extremes.

Shakespeare’s plays
originated in a specific cultural
system: 16th-century English
theatre. While the playwright
used contemporaneous models,
he generally deviated from
them and introduced additional
complexity. In Hamlet, for
example, he transformed the
then common play of
vengeance into what we now
call a “Shakespearean tragedy”.
This article discusses the
adaptation of Shakespeare’s
plays to other systems, remote
in many respects: English,
American and Japanese cinema
of the 20th and 21st centuries.
It also refers to television
adaptations, specifically those
made for the BBC.

Since translation studies
and Even-Zohar’s transfer

theory do not deal specifically
with the relations between the
cinema and the theatre, an
additional theoretical
framework is needed. The
present article relies on the
works of Nicoll (1936) and Beja
(1979) which seem to retain
their validity despite the time
that elapsed since their first
publication. In performing a
play, either Shakespearean or
other, the starting point for both
the theatre director and the
filmmaker is the original
written text.

One turns it into a stage
performance, and the other -
into a film. Every performance,
theatrical or cinematic, implies
an interpretation of the play.
The very fact that living actors
read the dialogue, using
intonation and body language,
involves interpretation - theirs
or the director’s - even if the
script used is very close to the
original play. Following Even-
Zohar’s and Toury’s line of
thinking, the interpretation
probably involves models and
norms pertaining to the target
system. The cinematic
performance is bound to differ
from the theatrical one because
the two rely on different
repertoires. The question which
arises is whether there are any
essential differences between
the two media, or art forms,
which give rise to the different
models and norms. According
to Nicoll and Beja, such
differences do exist.

The cinema shares two
important constituents with the
theatre - the mise en scéne (the
term referring to everything
situated in front of the audience
Oor camera - setting, actors,
costumes, etc.) and sound
(dialogue, music, various

noises). However, it differs
from the theatre in its use of
photography, including
shooting from low, high or
diagonal angles, from short or
long distance; moving the
camera from place to place;
combining black and white
with colour and so on. In the
process of editing, it is possible
to affect the final product by
manipulating the order of the
shots and how they are
combined (Giannetti 2005). The
theatre has other capacities. As
every performanceis a live and
one-time occurrence, the actors
can improvise and
communicate with the
audience. However, the most
significant difference between
the cinema and the theatre
according to Nicoll is in how
they depict reality. A film can
create an effective illusion of a
real world. The camera can be
taken to real places. It can
photograph masses of people
(e.g.,an army) and large objects
(a ship, a plane) or magnify
very small things (an ant
crawling, a tear being shed from
an eye). Moreover, the picture
can show everything in detail.
Therefore, the cinema can make
even an imaginary world look
real.

In the theatre it is more
difficult to create an illusion of
a real world. Reality cannot be
brought to the stage. As a
consequence, reality in the
theatre is often presented
artificially and schematically: a
forest is represented by a tree
made of cardboard; a fluttering
sheet symbolises a stormy sea
and so on. The most extreme
manifestation of artificiality is
the use of masks to substitute
human facial expressions,
which cannot be discerned from
a distance. According to Nicoll,
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the greatness of the theatre lies
in this “limitation”. The
characters are easily
understood as types, and the
events as allegorical.

Not hindered by the
concrete and specific, the
theatre can give expression to
the most abstract and general
ideas. For example, King Lear
can be performed as a play
about old age and ingratitude.
In the cinema, realism may
easily shift the focus to
questions such as who was
Lear, where and when did he
live, and so on. While dealing
with Shakespeare’s plays, it
should be taken into
consideration that they were
originally intended for the
Elizabethan theatre. This means
that the theatrical models used
were very different from
contemporary ones (Astington
2001). The use of settings and

decorations was minimal. The
spoken words were supposed
to activate the imagination of
the audience. All performances
took place during the day, and
if the enacted events were set at
night or in a dark place, the
darkness had to be imagined.
Women were not allowed to act
on stage, and their roles were
performed by young boys
whose voices had not changed
yet. The spectators were
physically close to the stage,
and since they did not sitin the
dark as they do today, the
actors could easily
communicate with them. From
the point of view of a modern
spectator, in this theatre and in
contemporary performances
which try to simulate it, the lack
of realism - which is not
necessarily a disadvantage
according to Nicoll - was at its
extreme.
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